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PREFACE 


All observations made in the general preface contained i 
of this publication, excepting its penultimate paragraph, 
this volume. Besides stating that the present volume co: 
munications to and from Bolivia and Brazil, which fall wi 
the publication as delimited in the general preface, a few i 
appear necessary. 

Diplomatic relations between the United States and 
regularly opened until 1848, when the former established 
capital of the latter. Among the communications from 
indeed one document dated March 16, 1837; but that o 
served, responded to the credential letter of a charge d’a 
to Peru, who arrived there after the formation of the reh 
Peru-Bolivian Confederation, the chief executive of which 
at least, the President of Bolivia. No Bolivian legation ^ 
the United States during the period covered by the pre 
Because of this one-sided character of the diplomatic int 
the two countries, and which was carried on for only a 1 
third of the period to which the publication is devoted, anc 
because of the relatively isolated location and limited coi 
of Bolivia, which rendered frequent diplomatic exchan 
important and more difficult, the bulk of diplomatic corresj 
the United States and Bolivia, especially of documents 
within the scope of the collection, is not very great. 

Between Brazil and the United States a larger voh 
correspondence was handled. Each country maintained 
capital of the other, practically continuously during the tl 
other respects, too, international intercourse was more ne 
in the case of Bolivia. Furthermore, in the conception 
Washington, Brazil was, then, the most important countr 
ica; and the U. S. minister, accredited to the government 
was expected to keep his eye on the other countries of th< 
cially those on or near its eastern coast, and to report any fa 
regarding them, which might come to his attention. Me 
occupants of the post made many such reports. Occasioi 
this mission was associated with the head of the mission a 


oLiii icwci iiuiii k^iugucLy, ica^iicu, laxi:; vjiiitcv-i oiiicc iiu icguiai 

diplomatic relations with those countries existed during the period covered 
by this publication, although the special agents and commissions, sent to 
Paraguay, supplied enough pertinent correspondence to justify publishing 
it under the separate designations, communications to and communications 
from that country, as parts of a subsequent volume. 

William R. Manning. 


December, 1929. 
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James Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States, to John Appleton, 
United States ChargS d' Affaires at Sucre ^ 

No. 2 Washington, June i, 1848. 

Sir: The Republic of Bolivia to which you are accredited as charge d’af- 
faires is the only one of the independent States of the American Continent 
which has never been visited either by a diplomatic or consular agent of the 
United States. The important duty is, therefore, confided to you of opening 
diplomatic relations with that Republic. 

You may assure the Bolivian Government that this delay (in accrediting a 
minister to them) has not been occasioned by any want of the most friendly 
feelings on our part. 

The early and decided stand which the people of the United States and 
their Government took in recognizing the independence of the Spanish Amer- 
ican Republics is known to the world. Ever since that period, we have felt 
the most lively interest in their prosperity and the strongest desire to see 
them elevated, under free, stable and Republican Governments, to a high 
rank among the nations of the earth. We entertain a cordial sympathy for 
all the Republics on this continent and desire nothing more than that their 
course should be prosperous and onward, securing the blessings of liberty 
and order to their people. This delay has on the contrary arisen solely from 
the fact that the territories of the Bolivian Republic lie chiefly in the interior 
of South America and that for want of good ports on the Pacific our com- 
mercial intercourse with them has been of a very limited character. It is 
believed that Cobeja [Cobija] is the only Bolivian port and this is but little fre- 
quented. It is understood that the Governments of Peru and Bolivia have 
been in Treaty for the cession of the Port of Arica from the former to the latter : 
and whilst this could not materially injure Peru it would be of essential 
advantage to Bolivia, as well as to the commerce of our country. Without 
attempting to interfere with the domestic concerns of either of these Re- 

* Instructions, Bolivia, vol. l. 

John Appleton, of Maine, was commissioned charg6 d'affaires to Bolivia, March 30, 1848. 
He left Bolivia, for the United States, on May 4, 1849, having previously requested his 
recall. From Januaiy 26, 1848 to March 30, 1848, he had served as chief clerk in the De- 
partment of State, from which position he retired to accept the appointment which took him 
to Bolivia. Following his service in Bolivia, Appleton was commissioned secretary of the 
United States legation in Great Britain, on February 19, 1855. He retired, November 16, 
1855. He had been cammissioned on May 20, 1853, but did not then accept. On October 
27, 1855, he was commissioned charg6 d'affaires ad interim. Appleton was commissioned 
Assistant Secretary of State by President Buchanan, April 4, 1857. He resigned to accept 
the position of envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to Russia, June 8, i860. 
From this position he took leave on June 7, 1861. In the meantime, he served on a mixed 
claims commission in Washington which met from June 22, i860 to August 30 of the same 
year. This commission met under the convention between the United States and Paraguay, 
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promote this cession. Arica would seem naturally to belong to Bolivia; and 
of this that Republic cannot fail to be rendered more deeply sensible by the 
onerous transit duties which are now levied at Arica upon merchandise des- 
tined for consumption in Bolivia. The truth is that so long as Arica shall 
continue to be a Peruvian port it will be a perpetual cause of irritation be- 
tween these Republics and will always endanger their friendly relations 
with each other. 

The principal object of your mission is to cultivate the most friendly rela- 
tions with Bolivia. The enemies of free Government throughout the world 
point with satisfaction to the perpetual revolutions and changes in the 
Spanish American Republics. They hence argue that man is not fit for self 
Government; and it is greatly to be deplored that the instability of these 
Republics and in many instances their disregard for private rights have 
afforded a pretext for such an unfounded assumption. Liberty cannot be 
preserved without order: and this can only spring from a sacred observance of 
law. So long as it shall be in the power of successive Military Chieftains to 
subvert the Governments of these Republics by the sword, their people 
cannot expect to enjoy the blessings of liberty. Anarchy, confusion and 
civil war must be the result. In your intercourse with the Bolivian author- 
ities you will omit no opportunity of pressing these truths upon them, and 
of presenting to them the example of our own country where all controversies 
are decided at the ballot box. These truths you will endeavor to impress 
upon those whom you may meet in society, and you will avail yourself of all 
suitable opportunities, to strengthen, in a becoming manner, the opinions 
which must already exist in Bolivia, in favor of republican institutions. 

You will bear in mind, also, the desire of your government for the mutual 
friendship and harmony of the South American Republics and will always 
encourage, when you can properly do so, every measure which may be fairly 
expected to tend towards such a result. 

Instead of weakening themselves by domestic dissensions the Spanish race 
in these Republics have every motive for union and harmony. They nearly 
all have an enemy within their own bosoms burning for vengeance on account 
of the supposed wrongs of centuries, and ever ready, when a favorable oppor- 
tunity may offer, to expel or exterminate the descendants of their con- 
querors. Already a war of races has arisen between the Indian and Spanish 
in Guatemala, and Yucatan, and the civil war now raging in Venezuela par- 
takes largely of this character. In Bolivia it is understood that three fourths 
of the inhabitants belong to the Indian race. How unfortunate it is that, 
under these circumstances, the Spanish race there should be weakening them- 
selves by warring with each other. 


an American system of policy for their protection and security entirely dis- 
tinct from that which has so long prevailed in Europe. To tolerate any in- 
terference on the part of European Governments with controversies in 
America and to suffer them to establish new colonies of their own intermin- 
gled with our free Republics, would be to make, to the same extent, a 
voluntary sacrifice of our independence. These truths ought every 
where throughout the continent of America to be impressed on the public 
mind. 

The direct trade between the United States and Bolivia is believed to be 
insignificant but the inhabitants of that Republic are known to consume 
products of the United States to a considerable amount which they receive 
indirectly. These, they would probably use more largely if they were not 
circuitously conveyed and if the mutual wants of the two countries shall be 
better understood. One of the purposes of your mission will be to accom- 
plish these results. On the 30*’^ November 1836, during the brief existence 
of the Government called the Peru-Bolivian Confederation, a Treaty between 
that Government and the United States was concluded. That Confederacy, 
as you are aware, was composed of the States of North and South Peru and of 
the Republic of Bolivia, and General Santa Cruz of that Republic was its 
Executive Chief. Since its dissolution and the choice of General Castilla as 
President of Peru, the Peruvian Government has expressed doubts as to the 
obligations of Peru under the treaty. You will herewith receive a copy of 
the correspondence ^ on this subject between this Department and Mr Osma, 
the late Minister from Peru at Washington. This correspondence was 
followed by an authority to him from his Government to conclude a new and 
separate Treaty with Peru. The President having empowered me for the 
same purpose, the Treaty was signed on the ninth of February last, and is 
now before the Senate, You will herewith receive a printed copy of it.'* 
You will, also, have with you a copy of the Treaty® which was concluded 
between the United States and the Republic of Ecuador on the 13th of June 
1839. Both these treaties contain important provisions which are not 
embraced in the Convention between this government and the Peru Bolivian 
Confederation, of November 1836, but which it would be desirable to embody 
in a new treaty with the Republic of Bolivia, You will take an early occa- 
sion, therefore, to ascertain the views of the Bolivian Government on this 
subject, and if you find them favorable, you may propose a new treaty on the 
general basis of the treaty with Ecuador, of 1839. If objections should be 
made to any of the stipulations of this treaty, which are not of material 

^The correspondence referred to does not appear in Instructions, Bolivia, vol. i. See 
below, volume and part containing Communications to Perd, under the date, April 22, 1847, 
and volume and part containing Communications from Peru, under the date, June 9, 1847. 


importance, you will be at liberty to modify them, so as to meet the wishes of 
the Bolivian Government, in any way which in your judgment will be satis- 
factory to your own government. 

Numerous individuals and some associations have applied to this Depart- 
ment for instructions to our diplomatic agent and Consuls in Peru to assist 
them in importing Alpaca sheep into the United States. Unofficial instruc- 
tions to that effect have accordingly been given. The object may be said to 
be of national importance and its accomplishment by proper means will re- 
flect credit upon any person who may contribute to that result. It is under- 
stood that the Government of Peru allows those animals to be exported 
reluctantly, if at all, and, indeed, has interposed legal or other impediments 
thereto. If, as is presumed to be the case, Alpacas also abound in Bolivia, 
it will be desirable to know whether or not the regulations of that Govern- 
ment in regard to their exportation are more liberal than those of its neighbor 
and whether this exportation can be advantageously made. 

I am sir [etc.]. 
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Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States, to Horace H. Miller, 
United Stales Charg6 d*A ffaires at Sucre ^ 

No. 2 Washington, June ii, 1832. 

Sir: As your predecessors in the mission to Bolivia did not remain there 
long enough to carry their instructions into effect, you will herewith receive 
a copy of those given to Mr. Appleton.^ Mr. M’Clung ■'* was directed to be 
governed by them in the transaction of the business of the mission and you, 
also, will consider them as addressed to yourself so far as they may be ap- 
plicable to existing circumstances. 

Some of the rivers which flow into the La Plata take their rise in Bolivia 
and may be navigable by steamboats within the territory of that Republic. 
Hopes are entertained that in consequence of the fall of Rosas a change may 
take place in the policy of the Argentine Republic and of the other states 
through which those rivers flow, by means of which vessels of foreign nations 
or the productions of those nations may be introduced with advantage into 
those vast regions. In any treaty which you may conclude with the Bolivian 
government you will bear this matter in mind and will be careful that the 
vessels and productions of the United States, whether proceeding to the ports 

‘ Instructions, Bolivia, vol. i, 

Horace H. Miller, of Mississippi, was commissioned charge d'affaires to Bolivia, February 
10, 1852. He left in January, 1854. 

® Copy does not appear. See above, this part, doc. % 88 . 


rivers adverted to, shall be received upon terms at least as favorable as may 
be granted to any other nation. 

I am, Sir, [etc.]. 
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William L. Matey, Secretary of State of the United States, to John W. Dana, 
United States Charge d' Affaires at Sucre ^ 

No. 2 Washington, November i, iSsj. 

Sir: The post to which the President has appointed you is an important 
one as concerns the commercial interests of the United States. This govern- 
ment is anxious to cultivate the most intimate relations with Bolivia as it is 
with all the other South American Republics. Heretofore we have had, 
comparatively, no trade with her citizens. This is attributable to the want 
of a direct and speedy communication with that portion of her territory lying 
East of the Andes containing nineteen-twentieths of the whole. The Ama- 
zon would have afforded us all we desired for the transportation of our 
products to Bolivia but it has pleased the Emperor of Brazil to forbid the 
navigation of it to our vessels because it chances to pass through his realms. 
Various causes have influenced the United States to submit passively to the 
pretensions to the exclusive control exercised so illiberally by his Imperial 
Majesty over this mighty river. The ancient restrictive policy to which 
Brazil still obstinately adheres is in conflict with the spirit of the present 
enlightened age, which claim the free use of all the natural means of interna- 
tional communications, obviously designed by a wise Providence for the 
common benefit of all civilized nations. Bolivia has a more direct and com- 
paratively a deeper interest in this question than those nations which desire a 
free commercial intercourse with her, but to them it is also a great and grow- 
ing interest, and she ought vigorously to second the efforts they are making 
to induce Brazil to accede to their reasonable demands. 

This government understands that the government of Bolivia is fully 
impressed, as it is quite natural it should be, with the importance of the free 
navigation of the Amazon, and we have but little doubt that you will find it 
prepared to engage cordially with us in accomplishing peaceably the object 
’^e design. To the attainment of this end you will judiciously direct your 
best exertions. 

In order to put you more fully in possession of the views which your gov- 
ernment entertains on this important subject, I herewith communicate a 
copy of my instructions to Mr. Trousdale, our new Minister to Brazil.* 

^ Instructions, Bolivia, vol. l. 

John W. Dana, of Maine, was commissioned charge d'affaires to Bolivia on August 26, 
185.^. He was commissioned minister resident. Time 20. rfitij. and nreaenfiwl rrAdAnfSaln 


Your predecessor was authorized to conclude a Convention of Friendship, 
Commerce, and Navigation with the government of Bolivia.^ The last des- 
patch received from him was dated the of July last,^ at which time negoti- 
ations had not been commenced. As it is presumable that nothing definitive 
has yet been done in the matter, I herewith transmit an outline of such an 
one as the President would be willing to enter into, together with a full power 
for you to act in the premises. 

I am, Sir, [etc.]. 

P. S. 

The draft of the Treaty above referred to not being yet complete, it is 
deemed advisable not to detain this instruction on that account. But the 
draft and the necessary Power to treat will be prepared within a few days, and 
transmitted to you at your Legation.® 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to John W. Dana, 
United States Minister Resident in JBolivia*^ 

No. 8 Washington, October i8, 1854. 

Sir: Herewith I transmit to you a projet of a declaration ® in relation to 
neutral rights to be submitted to the Government of Bolivia for its approval 
and adoption. It affirms the principles that free ships make free goods, 
contraband excepted, — and, that, the property of neutrals not contraband, 
found on board of enemies’ ships is not confiscable. 

These two principles have been adopted by Great Britain and France as 
rules of conduct towards all neutrals in the present European war; and, it is 
presumed that neither nation will refuse to recognize them as rules of inter- 
national law, and to conform to them in all time to come. 

The Emperor of Russia has lately concluded a Convention with the United 
States embracing these principles as permanent and immutable, — and, to be 
scrupulously observed towards all powers which accede to the same. 

It is the intention of the United States to propose to the principal powers 
to enter into treaty arrangements for the recognition of these principles. 

Should the Government of Bolivia be disposed to meet these views of the 
President of the United States, this government will promptly enter into 
treaty stipulations with that of Bolivia upon the subject. 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 

^ See above, this part, doc. 389. 

* The despatch referred to is not included, as its contents do not relate to the material in 
this publication. 


No. 12 


WASHINGTON, July I, 1057 . 

Sir: Your despatches to N? 42 inclusive, have been received; and I have 
to express to you the gratification experienced by the Department in the 
perusal of the very interesting and instructive communications from you, 
of the more recent dates, in relation to the navigable waters of Bolivia. 

In order to place you in possession of the views of the Navy Department 
in respect to the probable exploration of the rivers of that Republic by an 
expedition similar to that conducted by Commander Thomas Jefferson Page, 
in the waters of the Argentine Confederation and Paraguay, your despatches 
numbered 37,^ 38 and 40 ^ have been submitted to the Secretary of the Navy 
with the request that he would communicate to this office such information 
respecting the subject therein discussed as might with propriety be trans- 
mitted to you for the purpose of being laid before the Bolivian Government. 
Herewith you will receive a copy of his reply, dated 24th. ultimo,® which will, 
it is hoped, afford convincing proofs to the Government of Bolivia of the 
friendly interest felt by the United States in promoting those enterprises 
which have for their object the development of the internal resources of that 
country and the consequent increase of those ties of friendship and mutual 
dependence which will result from an extension of the commercial intercourse 
between the two Republics. 

I am, Sir [etc.]. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to John W. Dana, United 
States Minister Resident in Bolivia “ 

No. 18 Washington, August ig, 1858. 

Sir: In compliance with the suggestion contained in your N? 71 of the 
13th. June, last,'^ you are authorized to invite the Government of Bolivia to 
give in its formal accession to the treaty of 10 July 1853, between the United 
States and the Argentine Confederation in accordance with the seventh 
article thereof. 

A full Power for the purpose of such a negotiation is herewith transmitted 
to you. 

^ Instructions, Bolivia, vol. i. 

® Dana's No, 42, of May 14, 1857, is not included in this publication. 

® See below, pt. ii, doc. 422. 

* Dana's Nos, 38 and 40, of April 4, 1857 and April 14, 1857, respectively, were not 
copied for this publication. 

^ This document does not appear with the file copy of this instruction. The review of its 
contents, above, is adequate for this publication, 

® Instructions, Bolivia, vol. i. ’'See below, pt. 11, doc. 443. 



sion of Bremen to a Convention between Prussia and the United States ^ 
which contains a similar provision for the accession of other States. The 
adoption of this form is of course optional with the Bolivian Government. 

It is understood that your successor intends leaving for his post towards the 
first of October. With this intimation you may be enabled by early negotia- 
tion to conclude the business hereby committed to you before his arrival. 

I am, Sir, [etc.]. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Colonel Juan Ondarza, 
Commissioner from Bolivia ^ 

Washington, May 5, 185Q. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
of the 29th. ultimo,^ soliciting in behalf of the Republic of Bolivia, and as its 
Commissioner, a loan from the Government of the United States of one to 
three millions of dollars, upon proper and sufficient guarantees, which loan 
is intended for the developeraent of the navigation and fluvial resources of 
the Bolivian Republic. 

While it is the source of sincere gratification to the President that the 
Government of Bolivia entertains the sympathy for the Government and 
People of the United States which you have expressed, and on account of 
which you are instructed to address your proposals in the first instance to this 
Government, it is, I assure you, with much regret, he is prevented, on con- 
stitutional grounds from acceding to your proposition. No money can be 
advanced from the treasury of the United States, except in pursuance of 
legal appropriations. 

In communicating to you this reply I take occasion to express the lively 
sympathy and friendship which the United States entertain for the Republic 
of Bolivia, and their ardent hope that recent events involving free access to 
and the navigation of her eastern rivers may contribute largely, not only to 
the happiness and prosperity of Bolivia, but also to an increased and recip- 
rocally advantageous commerce between the two countries. 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 

1 This document does not appear with the file copy of this instruction. 

^ Notes to Bolivia and Ecuador, vol. i, 

3 Not copied. The contents of Ondarza’s note are sufficiently indicated in this acknowl- 
edgement. 
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Jos 6 M. Loza^ Secretary General to the President of the Perd-Bolivian Confedera- 
tion^ to John Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

La Paz, March i6, 1837. 

Mr. Secretary; The undersigned, Secretary General of His Excellency 
the President of Bolivia, Supreme Protector of the States of South and North 
Peru, entrusted with the direction of the Foreign Relations of the three 
States which compose the Peru-Bolivian Confederation, has had the honor to 
receive the polite communication of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of the United States dated at Washington on the 31st of July,^ in 
which he is pleased to state that the President of the said Republic had 
thought proper to appoint James B. Thornton its Charge d’ Affaires near the 
Government of the Republic of Peru, furnishing him at the same time with 
the credentials necessary for the exercise of the functions of the station and 
adding the expression of the sincere interest which the Republic of the 
United States takes in that of Peru and its ardent desire to cultivate its 
friendship and to deserve it by all the good offices that might be in its power. 

The Secretary of State must now be aware of the alterations which the 
former Republic of Peru has undergone; it being at present divided, with the 
unanimous consent of the people of which it was composed and by the solemn 
vote of their legislative assemblies, into two States which constitute a single 
nation confederated with the Republic of Bolivia. In consequence of this 
change, the President of Bolivia, charged with the Executive Power of the 
States into which Peru has been divided, with the title of Supreme Protector 
of both, having appointed the Regencies which in his absence are to exercise 
the administrative functions, has reserved to himself the direction of the 
Foreign Relations of the three States, which recognize him as Chief, and 
being at present absent from Peru, he has ordered the President of the Coun- 
cil of Government at Lima in which Capital Mr. Thornton has presented 
himself, to receive him in the character with which he is invested, and to issue 
a decree of the same date, recognizing that gentleman as Charg6 d’Affaires 
of the United States of America near the States that constitute the Peru- 
Bolivian Confederation and guaranteeing to him the prerogatives that belong 
to that character. 

His Excellency has at the same time directed the undersigned to express 
to the President of the United States through the Minister to whom he ad- 
dresses himself, his gratification for the lively interest which he takes in the 
fortunes of this country whose sound and friendly relations with the illustri- 

1 dfliAr vnl T 


ous North American people has induced and will continue to induce His ICx- 
cellency to improve them with all possible diligence, of which the Treaty 
recently concluded between the two Governments at the instance of the 
accredited Agent of the United States, is a proof. His Excellency has de- 
sired to pay a sacred debt by acknowledging in an authentic manner to the 
Government of the United States, that Mr. Samuel Lamed, its last Charg6 
d’Affaires near the Government of Peru, has discharged with the most laud- 
able ability the functions with which he was invested and has carried with 
him in his retirement to his native country the most solid esteem and the 
sincerest affection of the Government and inhabitants of the Confederation. 

The Undersigned hopes that the Minister to whom he addresses himself 
will have the kindness to lay before his Excellency the President of the 
United States this testimonial of the friendship and inspired gratitude which 
Mr. Lamed has succeeded in gaining for himself by the discharge of his duties. 

The Undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 
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John Appleton^ United States ChargS d' Affaires at Sucre, to James Buchanan, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 3 Sucre, December 13, 1848. 

Sir: I have now been more than two months in Bolivia, without being able 
to find any Government with whom it was possible to transact business, or to 
whom I could properly present myself as a Minister of the United States. 

Since the sixth of October last, the Republic has been in a state of complete 
anarchy, its Congress dispersed, its capital deserted by every national officer, 
its business wholly suspended, the lives and property of its citizens without 
any adequate protection, and all its resources exhausted in the support of two 
opposing armies, whose respective leaders were contending for preeminence. 
— ^This condition of things, it is reasonable to hope, has now nearly reached 
its end. When I last had the honor to address the Department,® Cieneral 
Velasco, with his army, was in Puna, near Potosi, and General Belzu wa.^ 
advancing from Oruro, to give him battle. Upon arriving, however, at 
Puna, General Belzu found that his enemy had retreated ; and it was not until 
he had sought him for nearly a month, over the terrible roads of this country, 
that he was enabled to bring him to a contest. — ^The battle at last took place 
on the 6th instant near the village of "Yamparaez”, about six leagues from 

this city and resulted in the complete triumph of General Belzu who, on the 
fr.11 
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armies in killed was sixty-five, and that the entire number of wounded was 
little more than a hundred. — It remains now only to hear from Cochabamba, 
where a small force of Government troops has recently taken possession of the 
town, and where General Belzu, before the late battle had, also, sent an 
opposing force of about one thousand men, under command of General 
(late Colonel) Lanza, for the purpose of dislodging the troops of the Govern- 
ment. The result of this movement we may expect to know about in a few 
days. Meanwhile, General Belzu remains with his army in this city, having 
assumed the title, and exercising the functions of President of the Republic. 

It is probable, therefore, that Bolivia is to receive in him another revolu- 
tionary President. She has never changed a President by election. General 
Sucre became President by the revolution against Spain. He was driven out 
from office in 1828, and General Blanco became President for a few days, 
when he was assassinated to be succeeded by General Santa Cruz. A revolu- 
tion in 1839 expelled Santa Cruz and elevated General Velasco to the Chair 
of State, and a new revolution in 1841, demanded the return of Santa Cruz. 
That General being unable, however, to enter the country, General Ballivian 
was proclaimed President by the Army, and maintained himself at the head 
of Affairs until December 1847, when General Velasco again became Chief 
Magistrate of the Republic. After only a year’s continuance in office he has 
been expelled again by the recent revolution, which has probably created 
General Belzu his successor. 

How long General Belzu will continue at the head of affairs in Bolivia, it is 
impossible to anticipate. Pie is the President of the army, and owes his 
elevation entirely to the military portion of the community. Out of the army 
he has no very considerable party, although almost every district of the Re- 
public has pronounced in his favor, against the Government of Velasco. — 
There is a strong party, however, in the country in favor of General Ballivian 
and there are very many who predict already his early return to Bolivia. He 
is universally regarded as a man of good common sense, and great energy in 
the management of affairs; and during the late weak administration of 
Velasco and the anarchy which has followed its dissolution, there are some 
even among those who aided in his overthrow, who regret the abscence from 
the country of his energetic and sometimes tyrannical government — It is not 
yet time, however, to speculate upon the probable duration of General 
Belzu’s administration. 

I shall take the earliest opportunity in my power of transacting business 
with the Government, and in the mean time shall not be idle in complying 
with your instructions to collect such statistical information as I can, con- 
cerning the affairs of Bolivia. 
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John Appleton, ex-ChargS d' Affaires of the United States at Sucre, to John M, 
Clayton, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

Georgetown, D. C. June sS, jS4p. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you of my arrival in the United States. 
I left Bolivia on the 4th. of May last, and reached this city yesterday after- 
noon. 

On the 9th of March last the revolution which had been for several months 
expected in Bolivia, was commenced in Oruro. . . . 

During the progress of this revolution, foreseeing that it wa.s not likely 
soon to terminate I took the occasion to visit Cobija on the coast, where I 
proposed to await the progress of events, taking a trip, perhaps, in the mean 
time to Valparaiso. I enclose a copy of the letter which, in conformity with 
this intention, I addressed to the Government from Potosi.® I'he news, 
however, which I received in Cobija, was so much more unfavorable to a re- 
turn of tranquility than I had expected, that I thught [^tcj it proper to return 
without farther delay to the United States. I supposed it probable that I 
should meet my successor in office, on my way home, and was ciuite certain, 
at all events, that my presence in Bolivia would be wholly uselesH, for a con- 
siderable period of time. I therefore took leave of the Government in a 
letter of which I enclose a copy,'’ and on the 4th of May commenced my 
journey to the United States. I venture to believe that my course, under 
these circumstances, will meet the approval of the Department. 

The books and papers of the legation, securely packed and sealed, were 
placed in Charge of Mr. Richard Heilman, of Chuquisaca, at the time I left 
that place for Cobija. They are still in his possession, as safe probably as 
any property can be in so distracted a country UvS Bolivia. Mr Heilman is 
the managing partner of the English house of H. Bol ton 8 c Co. who do an 
extensive business in Peru and Bolivia. 

I ought to add that several of my official communications to the Depart- 
ment, some of them embodying statistical information which it was not easy 
to collect, have not yet reached their destination, owing, doubtlesB, to the 
disarrangement of the mails in Bolivia. I shall forward copies of them to the 
Department in a few days, 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

‘ Despatches, Bolivia, vol. i, 

! 3 !^? letter, dated April 4, 1849, was not copied; its contents are indicated here. 

^ This letter, dated May 2, 1849, was not copied. 



Alexander K. McClung, United States Charg6 d’ Affaires at Chuquisaca, to 
John Af. Clayton, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 4 Chuquisaca, August 24, iSjo. 

SiK: I have the honor to acknoledgc [m] the receipt of your despatch No 
2 enclosing a new commission to me as chage d’affairs [wc] of the United 
States. 

'I'he {)olilical condition of this country presents more promise of stability 
at this time than for many years previous, and there is now some prospect of 
the establishment and continunance of a free and a regular Government. 

By a (U‘cre(i of President Belzu of the i"*' of the present month the extraor- 
dinary iK)wers (h'acultades Kxtrordinarios) which he had assumed and ex- 
ercised for mort; than two years have been resigned, a constitutional congress 
aswmbled upon tlie 6'’’' of the month, and he was constitutionally elected to 
the Presidency, and now for the first time in ten years there is a Government 
which holds its (lowers by some other title than that of force. 

'Phe Government of Gen Beizu has maintained itself for more than two 
years, but untill the 6''*' of the present month it had no constitutional title to 
authority. It may be approiiriate to give you a very brief recital of the 
various revolutions which have occurred in this country since the overthrow 
of the last legitimate Government. 

'Phe hunt (loUtical authority which had been established peacebly and 
constitutionally in the country was the Government of General Santa Cruz 
under the Peru Bolivian Confederacy. 

Gen .Santa Cruz seems to have been a Statesman, and to have been bent 
u(K>n the wim! purpose of uniting as many as possible of the South American 
Re(mhHca under one confederated Ciovernment; or at least Peru and Bolivia. 
HIh Policy however met with fierce and strenous opposition not only in Peru 
anti Bolivia hut also in Chili, where there existed an entire hostility not only 
to a, farther extension of the confederacy but also to its continuance as it 
then exjHttKl. The Peru Bolivian malcontents, and an invading army from 
C *hili (iroved too strong for Santa Cruz and he was completely defeated and the 
C'onfederacy overthrown at the battle of Yimgai [Yungay?]. By treaty with 
Ghili General Santa Cruz was banished from Bolivia. Upon the desolution 
of the ('onfederacy Bolivia was left without a Government, and General 
Velasco was proclaimed President by portions of the poeple [«c] and troops 
witliout any regular election. Gen Ballivian had himself proclaimed also, 
but after a short struggle he was driven out of the country Velasco's Govern- 
ment continued a few months only, disturbed by continued insurrections and 



overthrow the Government of Velasco had retired to Peru, \vliem*e in less 
than a year he returned not precisely accomi)anied by, but in eoinniunieation 
with and supported bya Peruvian army. The plans and purposes at tributeii 
to this invasion on the part of the Peruvians, it would eari>‘ me beyond 
the purpose of this despatch to narrate. I only desire to detail eaoUKh to 
render the present condition of the country intelligible. Hallivian returned 
to Bolivia supported by this Peruvian army and the ( »overntja*nt of the 
Velasco fell without firing a gunl Ballivian was prodainied presitlent in the 
same irregular manner with his predecessor anti immediately issued a proc- 
lamation breathing the fiercest hostility to this same I’eruvian army and to 
its government. He assembled an army and attacked and tlcfeated the 
Peruvians at Ingavi with prodegious loss taking no less than four thousand 
Prisoners besides killing and wounding a large number, 'PIuh h;vent oc- 
curred in November 1841. 

This victory made him very strong and he governed for more than six 
years with an iron hand. His government however was distuiluHl by fre- 
quent insurrections more or less imposing in appearance the most formidable 
of which was headed by the present President lielzu in 1H44; . . . 

But even should the government become stable tliere i.s jirobably no coun- 
try in the world of similar extent, which in a commercial point of view is ho 
entirely unimportant cither to the United [.nV] or to oth(*r nations. Although 
France England Brazil and l‘eru each maintain a C'luuge d'aflair.s heie, the 
commercial connection with the country of all of tlnun united is entirely 
inconsiderable. The narrow belt of BoJlivian territory lying between the 
Pacific and the first range of the Andes is entirely arid and barren am! the 
mountains are totally iniiiassible to any species of whetd ('arriage what- 
soever . . . 

It appears strange at the first glance, that while Bolivia possesH’s an 
immense territory known to be exceedingly fertile, aiiiaoiiriate t<j the culture 
of sugar and coiTee, and watered l)y branches Hujiixisetl to lir navugabir of ho 
great a river as the Amazon, it appears strange, that this immeme icrntory 
should be tenanted only by herds of wild cattle or si ill wilder Indians, while 
all the civilised population is concentrated in a few cities in this wiki Hterile 
and dismal range of mountains; but the apparent singularity in at mu e ex- 
plained when it is remembered how settlemonls were hrst made in the 
country. It was first invaded from the weBt by Gold hunters, and as mines 
were found throughout the mountains and only in the mountains, it was there 
of course that the mining settlements were formed. 'I'he l)usine»H of mijiing 
and other walks of industry necessary and kindred to it, soon formed cities 
at the principal points, and the population worked its w'av into the arable 



and with tlie gleaning of the mines and the establishment. t)f the new trade in 
cascarilla and coca, live like their predece.ssors without thought of changing 
or inproving their condition. 

The communication with the United States is monthly. By each Stc'amer 
I will transmit to you a despatch containing such information concerning 
this country as I may be able* to gather. I find no (^yplu'r in the archives 
of the legation and shall be compelled to write mor(‘ plainly about the alTairs 
of the ('ountry than the insecurity of the mail would remder entirely desir- 
able. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


399 

Horace II . Afilkr, United States ('fiar^S d.' Affaires at La Paz, to Edward 
Everett, Secretary of State oj the. United States ' 

[ic.xru.\<!T] 

No. I La Baz, December 

Sir; ... In pursuance of my instructions I will, at an early day, proi)os(' 
to the Government of Bolivia, the {!X('cution of a 'Treaty of l‘eac(‘ and C'om- 
merce betweem the respc'ctive (;ountries: and am (luiti; conlident the proposi- 
tion will be gladly accepted. 1 find that both the Gov('rnmt‘nt and the 
peof)le of Bolivi;i, hav(; tlieir attention anxiously directed to tlu' navigation of 
the River “Amazon" and its aflUients, siweral of which takt' th(‘ir rise' in the 
territory of this Republic. I am assured l)y persons who are said to have 
explored them carefully, being si)ecially commissioned by the Govtuauneat 
for that purpose, that at least two of the tributaries of that riv(‘r are navigable 
for vessels of a considerable size, far within the frontier of Bolivia. 'The im- 
pression prevails here th.'it enterprizing ('apitalists from tlu* United States, 
are anxious to embark in the project of opening the navigation, and all in- 
telligent Bolivians are looking anxiously to that (luarter for the means of 
securing the consummation of a sclumie, which is of vital importance to tlu* 
prosijcrity and advancemc'nt of the country. 1 have; occupied mys(‘lf since 
my arrival gathering information upon the subject, for the aciiuisition of 
which every facility has l,)een afforded me, and in a short time will submit the 
result to the Department, in a despatch I will have the honor of transmitting, 
devoted particularily to that subject.^ . . . 

1 have the honor [ctc.|, 

‘ Deap.'itehea, lioliva, vol. i. 'Phe otuiKecl ijorlions of this despatch art* titwoted to de- 
scriptions of flccncry und to routine. 

2 This may refer to Miller's No. 2, of Jumiary 29, 1853, for vvliieli see helovv, this jairt, doc*. 
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Horace H. Miller, United States Chargt d' Affaires at La Paz, to Kdward 
Everett, Secretary of State of the. United States '■ 

No. 2 I-A. Paz, January jq, iSsj. 

Sir: I have the honor to call the attention of the I ){^partnuMit to a I )ec*n‘(‘ 
published today, by the Government of Jkilivia, dc'daring tin* fret' naviga- 
tion of all the affluents of the Rivers “Amazon” ajid “La Plata”, within tlu' 
territorial limits of this Republic; and offering a bonus of 'Ten 'riiousand dol- 
lars, and a grant of land of from one to tvvt'lve leagiu^s in (‘.Ktcnit, to (he first 
person navigating any of those waters into Bolivian t(‘rritory, with vessels 
propelled by steam. The decree appears in “La hijaii'a”, tlu‘ Government 
paper, a marked copy of which is herewith transmit tc*d the l)(‘i>artinent.” 
It will be observed, that numerous towns uj)on tlu^ rivers llowing into thost‘ 
two great streams, are declared by the decree, fre(^ [)ortH of entry. I hoped to 
have received an official copy of the decree in lime to forward it by tlie mail 
which left here yesterday, to connect with the Hritish mail steamer at Ariea; 
but the publication was delayed until this day. I have just received nolict' 
that a Government express will be immediately despatched to convey 
communications to Arica, for the Steamer, and the Minister of Poreign Af- 
fairs has very politely proposed to forward this despatch by that convi‘yance. 
Time will not permit me to furnish a translation of the Decree, as the courier 
is on the point of leaving. 

It is unnecessary for me to point out the vast importance of this deiTce, as 
a means of forwarding the great scheme of oiiening the navigation of iht* 
Amazon and La Plata. The attention of the commercial world is now di- 
rected to that new and vast field for the extension of conmunHu*, which the 
opening of the navigation of those mighty rivers would unfold ; and the lilitn’al 
policy which is now being pursued by this Government, t'vinces a disposition 
to afford every facility in their power, for its consummation. I have not yet 
learned the character of the report of Lb Gibbon, who was despatched by tlu‘ 
Government last year to examine the Amazon and its tributaries, arul report 
upon the practicability of navigating them, but liave every assuraiu'c, from 
information derived from persons in this country who are familiar with those 
streams, that his report is favorable to the enterprise. If my surmise be 
correct, the recent decree of this Government becomes of great importance. 
The Government of Brazil is understood to be utterly hostile to the scheme, 
and is interposing every possible obstacle to its accomplishment. 'I'he prin- 
cipal affluents of the Amazon penetrate into Bolivian territory, and this 
Government asserts the right to navigate them to the sea, without obslruo 
tion from any Nation through whose territories they may flow. It is con- 


tended, that this view is sustained by the Law of Nations, enforced by numer- 
ous cases in point; and reference is particularily made to the doctrine asserted 
by President Monroe, in the case of the claim of the United States, to the 
unobstructed navigation of the Mississippi River to the Gulf of Mexico, 
Spain possessing the present State of Louisiana, and the mouth of the River. 

The three principal tributaries of the Amazon, in Bolivia, are the 
Rivers “B^ni [Beni]” — “Mamor6 [Mamore],” and "YtiSnes [Ytehez?] or 
Guapor6 [Guapore],” each of which is confidently asserted to be navigable 
for vessels of a large class. Each of these streams has numerous tribu- 
taries; many of which, it is believed, could easily be rendered navigable. 
The three large streams unite and form the Mad6ra [Madeira?], which 
empties into the Amazon. They penetrate into the most fertile parts of 
South America ; into vast districts of country, in which if they possessed the 
facilities of steam navigation on these rivers, would be of incalculable benefit 
to this country, and the entire commercial World. The " Pilcomayo” which 
empties into the river “Paraguay”, and from thence into the “La Plata”, 
has its source in Bolivia, and has already been navigated by a large schooner 
nearly to the Bolivian frontier. The limited time allowed for the preparation 
of this despatch will not permit me to discuss the subject as fully as its im- 
portance demands, but my next communication will place the Department 
in possession of all the information I have been able to obtain, relating to it. 

In pursuance of my instructions, I have proposed to the Government of 
Bolivia, the execution of a Commercial Treaty between the respective coun- 
tries, and have received notice that the proposal will be accepted. So soon 
as a Commissioner on behalf of Bolivia, is selected, and clothed with the 
proper powers, the negotiation will be commenced; and will be concluded, I 
trust, so as to meet the sanction of my Government. If, in view of the prob- 
able navigation of the rivers of Bolivia, the Department should desire any 
particular privileges or rights, secured to our Citizens, who may engage in the 
navigation or trade with Bolivia, I shall be glad to receive instructions with 
reference to them. The President of Bolivia uniformly expresses great ad- 
miration and esteem for the character of the Citizens of the United States, 
and has stated, that if they desired it, they should have the preference over 
all nations in the navigation of the rivers of the Republic, and the commerce 
resulting from it. The Government, and all intelligent persons in Bolivia, 
look to the Citizens of the United States to accomplish that great project. 
It is a question of the vital importance to Bolivia, for in her present condition 
she is almost completely deprived of commercial intercourse with foreign 
nations, for the want of an available sea port. Nine tenths of the imports of 
the country, enter through the sea ports of Peru, and reach Bolivia after pay- 


opening communication wiui uu; iiiumuiu 

which flow from her borders. Ihe subject is one of deep inteiest liete, »yid 
seems to have absorbed all the other exciting topics whicii usually agitate 
the public mind. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a ( iti'ular despatch,^ 
announcing the appointment of tlie Honorable Mdwaril I'.veretl, asSfcretary 
of State; and also of despatch N" 3.— -the suggestions contained in which, 
will be complied with in future, I having only delay<*d mnnlH-iing iny ties 
patches until my arrival at the Legation. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Rafael Bustillo, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Jiolivia to Fjlward Everett, 
Secretary of State of the United States^ 

[TRAN.SLA-nON] 

La Paz, February m), rbfj. 

Sir: I have the honor of enclosing to Vour hixcelleiu'y a legalized t'opy of 
the decree issued by the government of the Rt'iniblic,^ opening the river.H of 
Bolivia to the commerce and navigation of all nations, and estalflishing free 
ports thereon. There is also added ;i cojiy of (he (“ircular which has In'cn 
addressed to the Prefects of the Republic, ** wuting forth the spirit and the 
views that have prevailed in the adoption of the aforesaid deciee. \'our 
Excellency will be pleased to ('ommunicate the same to your governmt'nl. 

At a period like this, when the United States of North America, and all 
the civilized nations of the world, are struggling in liehalf of mateiial inter- 
ests, by which it is understood that their connneree tuul union witfi tlie 
powers of Europe, are necessary to their aggnuidizement tuul greater im- 
provement, this decree, in consideration of the noble ends to which it aims, 
cannot but prove acceptable to the enlightctied cabitud of the Amerieum 
Union, as well as to Your Excellency. 

With this object, I take pleasure ((‘tc.|. 

^ This despatch docs not appear In Instruetlons, Hofivla, vol. 1, hut it« t <narnt Im 
here. 

*This is a brief note from .Secretary Everett, (luted November n^, imt im hided lit 
this publication, 

» Other States, vol. 1. Not copletl, " Not copied, 


[extracts] 


No, 5 La Paz, February 20, xSS 4 . 

Sir: A p:entl(*man leaves here, in a few clays, for 'Lacna in Peru, by an 
indirc‘c:t routca i)assing on his way, throiij^h distant portions of Bolivia, and 
probably, not reaching Pcm'u, within six or eight weeks. But as opportu- 
nities, for c'oinmunicating with the coast, are so rare, I take advantage, of this 
indirect mode, of reporting myself to my (Government. 

I find tluit my arrival here*, wa.s very opportune — at a crisis in the ciuestion 
of the navigation of the tributaries of the Amazon, and the La Plata. The 
entire prevention of imports and exports, through the accustomed channels 
has excited gtmeral consideration, and discussion of the subject of opening 
new on(;s. Some {jropose, that the. (.Government become a party to the 
Peru- Brazilian treaty, which you arc aware, is open to the assent and partici- 
pation, of all the other-Amazonian i>ower.s, while others [)refer sending an 
authorised agent of tlu‘ ('>()V(‘rnm(mt to Buenos Ayres, to negotiate, with 
I)artiea which ofTer, for tlu^ introduction of commerce through the La Plata. 
It is the impression of many, that if the prcs(‘nt stale of things continues a 
year, the whole mining o{)eratlons of the country must cease. 

On my arrival her(‘, allhough too ill to be pn'sented to the (lovernment, I 
very fortunately made the acciuaintance of several gentlemen, who speak my 
language, and who are on intimate terms with the. President, and the Minister 
of h'oreign .'MTairs, and imi)ressed them with the anxiety of my CGovernmcnt, 
to form commercial ri'lutions witlii liolivia; and with the, readiness with which 
the merchants of tli(‘ United States, would acceed to proimaals, for navigating 
Bolivian waters; and at th(‘ same time, through one of tlumi, I i)Iaced Lieut. 
Maury's pamjililets, in the hand of the Minister of Foreign AlTairs. I have 
Hinc«‘ learned, from the genthnnen alluded to, that they have had confer- 
ences with the Pn'sident, and the Minister, on these, subjects, and that they 
are favoral)ly inclined toward commercial relations with the United States; 
and highly pleased with Maury's {>amph!etH, esi)ecially with that [)ort:ion of 
it, which draw.s a contrast b(^tween tlie policy of Peru and Bolivia, relative 
to the navigation of the Amazoji, vso favorable to the latter. In fact the 
pamphlet ia so w(ill received, that the President has oredered its translation, 
which the Minister of h'oreign Affairs is executing, and the printing of 2,ck)0 
copi(!a. 

Thus far the a.spect of our relations is favoralde, so much so, that, although 
my health has not entirely recovered; I have deemed it expedient to hasten 
my introduction to the (Government, and accordingly on the inst., ad- 

1 Deapatcliea, Bolivia, vol. i. 



dressed a note to the Minister, requesting the iiuli{Mti()n of a fime for (he 
delivery of my letters of cix'thMiee, and presentation to tiu' 1 ’resident, rnder 
these circumstances it is most unfortunate, that I am here witlumt a <liaft t)f 
a treaty, or power to act in negotiating one, and without prospect of receiving 
them. 

While residing here, an haiglish Physician has been much at my house, wlio 
for a time, was in tlu^ family, and very intimate, with ( (sl, I.oyd, the l.tle 
British ( -hagf' d’y\lTaires here, hut with wlu)m he afterwards had a disagtee- 
ment, and seinirab'd. It is probably withiii you knowledge, that ( ‘oh 1 .<jyd 
had diliiculty with the ( 'lOvernnuMit of Bolivia, and retired from the etiuntiy. 
His representation to his own ( iovaa'iinumt, of the tiisitment he had reeeived, 
induced it to withdraw Diplomatic intercourse^ with Bolivia, unei tliat too in 
a tone most insulting. 'The Mnglish gentleman, referetl to above, in com 
menting, on one occasion, upon tin* conduct of C'ol. I.oyel, remarked that it 
was most unfortunate for the inleu'esls of his eountry, that he was stmt here, 
for he came with special instructions to negotiate, for Briti.sh nunfliuutH, the 
right to navigate the Bolivian rivers, tluit he was at first very favtjrahly 
received, and would have succeeded iu his olijeiU, if he hud been a man td 
ordinary prudence, and discretion,- and that it was owing entirely to his 
mul-conduct, that: Hritisli steamers and eomnuM'ee were not now in Bolivi.i, 
to the profit of the former; and tlu' relief of the latter. I learn al.sti, frorni ibin 
.same gentleman, that: he is now In eorrespundenet^ with friends in Knglartd, 
who h<ave iniluencc' with the (Government, making explanations of tlie iin 
prudent course of C'ol. Loyd, which he (‘xp<*ets will produce a change in its 
policy, and Induce a renewal of Dijilomutic rt*laiion.s; and liiut he is hoping 
.soon, the arrival of a British (Uuirg/* d'AlTalres. 

I have no doubt but the Bolivian ( lovernment would, in its present bbs-k- 
aded condition, concede, to any (Government or company, which would 
guarantee to come, at once, to its relief, (he navigation of its waters, on the 
most lil)eral terms; and hence the dangm- of delay, and especially lh<‘ danger 
resulting from the possible re-appearance of a British 1 )iplomut . And hence 
too, my conviction, that tlu' present is tlte crisiH when we must wnnire at 
once, this prize, if prize it he, or allow it to pUHH from our hands, for an 
indefinite future. 

When just on the point of clo.sing this de.spatch, I have received from the 
Minister of horeigu AlTairs, with a re(iuest that they la* ftirwarded to their 
destination, a communication addressed to yourself, which I here witfj trauw- 
mit, and one addressed to my predec(‘SHor ('ol. Miller. 'Die latter was pub- 
lished yesterday in the organ of the (Govi'rnment, “La ICpoca", with a long 
editorial, from the pen of the Ministeri in whieh he distinctlv idludeH. and in 



channels, of the feeling of my Government and people, and especially 
Maury’s pamphlet, have produced a very marked commercial tendency 
towards us; which I shall endeavor to cultivate, and turn to account. It may 
be regarded also, as fortunate, and but just to him, to refer to it, that my 
predecessor made personally, a very favorable impression here, in striking 
contrast, with Col. Loyd. 

With high respect [etc.]. 
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John W. Da?ia, United States Charge d' Affaires at La Paz, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 6 La Paz, March 3, 1854. 

Sir: The proposed bearer to Tacna of my last despatch, “ having deter- 
mined upon a route less circuetous, has delayed his departure from La Paz, 
until the present time, and I am thus afforded another opportunity, through 
the same channel, of communicating with my Government; and I avail 
myself of it, always feeling that each is the last. 

I am still without draft of treaty, or power to act, not having received one 
line from Government, family, or friend, since I sailed from New York, 
except despatch No. 3,^ which came on the same steamer with me, and was 
delivered to me at Panama. 

More marked indications, of the kind feeling of the Government, towards 
the United States, and myself, reach me daily, both through public, and 
private channels. The President speaks, very freely and openly, of the 
mutual interests of Bolivia and the United States — of his desire and deter- 
mination to cultivate more intimate relations with them — and of the people 
of the United States, as the efficient instrumentality to which he looks, for the 
establishment of steam navigation upon their rivers. This preference is so 
freely indicated, that it is a common remark to me, from those intimate with 
the President, that I can obtain, anything for my country I desire, from his 
Administration. 

On the 23“^ ult, I presented my credentials to the Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs, and was, on the same day, officially received by the President. With 
this I transmit a translation of the account of the presentation,^ prepared, 
and officially communicated to me, by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and 
at the same time published in the papers of the City. By this you will 
perceive indicated, both on the part of the President, and Minister, a marked 
preference for the United States, over any other nation. 

On dining with the President on the 26^*^ Ult. a free interchange of views 
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PART II : COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOLIVIA 


occurred, between him, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and myself, relative 
to the mutual interest of our respective countries. During thi.s interview, 
I was informed, that the Government had lecently received from the ht( nch 
Government, a communication relative to the navigation of l^olivian waters, 
by a French company. But the information was accompanyed by the ex- 
pression of a wish, to secure that object, through a North American ('om- 
pany, rather than through any. other. 

Their idea obviously is, that immediate, regular steam communication 
cannot be secured, without granting, as an inducement, liljcral concessions, 
in the form of land, money, or exclusive privileges, for a term of years. 'I'liis 
view is undoubtedly correct, as steam navigation, either on the tributaries of 
the Amazon or La Plata, will terminate at points where there arc' no commer- 
cial towns: and although in the richest portions of Bolivia, yet not affording, 
at present, sufficient productions for a continuous commerce, bc'cause the 
necessary stimulus to production— transportation and market, is wanting. 
Before a remunerating traffic can be had, transportation must act u[)on 
production, and production re-act upon transportation; each stimulating the 
other; until in a few years, under this process, Bolivia would afford as rich, 
and varied a basis for commerce, as any country in the world. Under th(\sc 
circumstances, the Government feels, and I think justly, that It will be under 
the necessity of affording remuneration, in some form, to any c;omi)any, 
which will attempt, and prosecute to a successful termination, this process 
of stimulating, and drawing out its productions. 

During the interview at dinner, of which I have spoken, the I'^resident and 
Minister expressed the Intention, to arrange for an immediate liiu‘ of steam- 
ers, upon the tributaries of both the Amazon, and La Plata, and the wish, to 
make those arrangements with the United States. At this point, the ciues- 
tion was directly put to me, whether I was authorised to negotiab^ upon this 
subject. In reply I stated, that my Government was exceedingly desirous, of 
placing the United States, in commercial relations with Bolivia, rendered 
permanent by a treaty, such as would secure to us the right, and to them the 
benefit, of the free ingress of our commerce, to their rivers and ports; and 
such treaty, I was instructed by my Government to propose; but that, under 
its limited powers, it could not contract, either for itself, or for a company, 
to put, and continue a line of steamers upon their waters. I however ex- 
pressed the opinion, that proposals might be made by the Bolivian Govern- 
ment, in no degree onerous to them, which would, at the same time, afford a 



tion of the country, its productions and markets, render it obvious, that 
steam can only be introduced continuously, and immediately, by a company 
induced to do so, by something beyond the mere profits of their present 
traffic: and I shall use my best effort, to secure to my own countrymen, what- 
ever contract, concession, or proposal may be made. 

If a company in the United States should contract to establish a line of 
steamers, through the Amazon to Bolivia, it would afford the best possible 
basis for our Government, in enforcing its claim upon Brazil, for the naviga- 
tion of that river. The question is now presented more in the light of a 
theoretical right ; but in that event, it would become purely a practical one, 
and connected with circumstances justifying, and even demanding, its im- 
mediate solution. And beside, we could urge for such a company, not only 
our own right of navigation, but also that of Bolivia, with which it would be 
invested; thus presenting the question in the most formidable aspect possible. 

While upon this point, I would suggest, that Brazil be brought to a dec- 
laration of her intentions on this subject, with as little delay, as is practicable ; 
so that we may not be prevented, by pending negotiations, from adopting 
any measures, which occuring circumstances may require. 

I cannot too strongly, impress upon my Government, the importance of 
this apparently isolated point — Bolivia, in recovering our long lost political, 
and commercial influence in South America, where it should predominate. 
Great Britain has secured this influence to herself, by being in constant 
communication, and contact, with the whole line of Atlantic, and Pacific 
coast, through the medium of her steam navigation companies, which she 
has sustained, by obtaining from most of the Governments along their routes, 
some importan concessions, and exclusive privileges. But the wealth, and 
resources of South American are in her interior, and are now transported, in 
some Instances from her navigable waters, over mountains and deserts, to the 
coasts, there to pay tribute to British merchants and steamers. Of this rich 
interior, Bolivia is the center, and holds the navigable head waters of the two 
great systems of rivers, which drain the whole. If our commerce comes 
here, through these channels, It must pass through, or by, every country in 
South American, but four, and far upon the route to three of those: placing 
us in like intimate contact with the whole producing interior, in stead of the 
barrier coast. So that in fact a permanent footing in Bolivia, opens to us 
the rich treasure of this continent, and restores to us the lost political and 
commercial influence to which we are entitled. 

With high respect [etc.]. 
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John W. Dana, Uniled States Charge d' Affaires at La Paz, to WiUiam L. 

Marcy, Secretary of Stale of the United States ‘ 

[kxtr.\ct] 

No. 8 I -A April ty, /.V.v./. 

Sir: . . . The subject of the navij>;ilion of the Aniazotj sleep*, as quiet!\\ 
as His Imperial Majesty of Brazil could de.slre. ( hi my arrival, I sutfeetird 
in awakening upon it an intense, aiul very geiu'ral interest; but tiiin* anil 
delay, growing out of the absence of power to a<'t, have allowei! that intejest, 
in a measure, to subside. The Government is now i)re()arinK ftu a geufial 
tour of the Republic, on which it will leavt* I.a I’az in about two weeks, and 
arrive at Ghuquiaaca a short time prior to tlu' meeting of (‘ongiess, on tiie 
6*’^ of August. The journey, and the session of ('ongri’ss (an extra oruu aie 
undoubtedly, both intended to have a bearing upon the rr«‘sidenf ial tdeetiun, 
which occurs in May next, and the intervcmlng time will probably, iti a gieaf 
measure, be devoted to subjects, and arrangements conneeteil tiunewith. I 
therefore fear that the whole subject of the navigation of tlie Ama/on G 
practically postponed, for at least a year, and innhaps nevei to he reraiinetl 
under auspices so favorable, as have recently existed. 

I am, Sir, [etc.]. 
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John W, Dana, United Stales Cliarj’6 d' Affaires at Sucre, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State, of ihe United States ® 

No. II SttcHi ;, Ai4(*ust jtj, th'y.f. 

Sir: I have this day addres.sed a note to (iu‘ Mini.ster of ibneigti Albiiis,* 
advising him that I had received powtn* from my Govermnmit to negotiate 
a treaty of commerce Del.; and propo.sing to enter upon tiie subject as hi«»n 
as the convenience of his (dovertmieut would pi'rmit. I also refeonl to 
my intention of which he was aware of soon h'aving Bolivia, to letuin to 
the United States for my family, for the purpo.se of informing lum th.u 
I would postpone that return, if the time r(‘([uired for urnutging the details 
of a treaty, without inconvenience to his Government, Hlunild rendet it 
necessary. 

I have, for some time feared, that the approaching PreHicletitial election 
would engross the attention of this Governnumt, anti render it. for ll»e pren 
ent, indifferent in relation to its foreign affairs; but now I should not Im* hiu 


ago, Walker's xiiuraucling exiK'clition, and seizure of Mexican territory, was 
anncnincH'd her<', and etxnimt'ntiHl upon as illustrative of the restless, lawU'ss 
sj)irit of our ('itizens: next eanie a rejxort, whieli was for some time believed, 
that our (Government, insp'ad of recognising and paying the just claims of 
Mexico, had declared war against her: exciting again the fear, which had 
somewhat subsickal, of our aggressive policy toward the Spanish American 
States: closely following this were the represeutations, with which the 
I'Vench and English pri'ss has been fdled, of our dinic.ulty with Spain, our 
unreasonable demands, and the insolence with which tliey were pressed for 
the purpose of provoking a war and seising (aiba at this favourable juncture. 
All combined, these imaginary or discoloured events, succeeding each other, 
and reacliing here, us all information resixecting our country does, through 
the most unfruedly [.v/cl i*luuuu'ls, have excited the Sixanish sympathy of race, 
and aroused anew, tlu'ir somewliat subsided hatred and fear of the United 
States. 

The feeling among the {)eople is very bitter, but I have not l)ecn able to 
satisfy myself fully, wludher the President jxarticipates in it. On several 
f)ccasion8, I havt‘ re('(*ntly (‘ndixivoured to lead him into the subject, by 
alluding to our relatixnis with .Spain, and the gross misrei)resentalioas of the 
ICuropean press relative thereto; but he apparently avoided it, expressing no 
opinions, only, once remarking that Uuba was now of but little value to 
vSjxain, as it co.sts her so muc’h to protect it. Although this remark and his 
general sileiux' an* not ('oiu'lu.sIv{‘; I regard them as indicatlon.s that he does 
not retain the kind h't'Iing towaixl the United States, which he had formerly 
HO warmly and i‘oas(antly expressed. IHs attention and politeness to me, 
personally, are still uniform and marked in this (’haraeter. 

'I'he Ministt'r of h'oreign AlTairs, as I am privately advised, has recently 
remarked, that “if the N«)rth Americans could gain admission to Bolivian 
territory, through tht' Amazon, they would find it as desirabh' as ('uba, and 
become as restless to acxpiire it.” ■ l.ate information leads me to tlu* conclu- 
.sion, that from tlu‘ first, while the President was expressing a strong desire 
for arrangements with the United States which would result in opening 
the Amason, the Minister was privately opposed. He is supposed to be in 
the interest of foreign houst's on the coast, and those in Bolivia connected 
with them. It remaims to be seen, whether he will change the policy 
of the President, by taking advantage of the present state of public 
feeling. 

I have obtained from Mr. Bridoux.of Cochabamba, and from Mr. Williams, 
of this C'.ity, lists of books &ct, in the possession of each, belonging to the 



Legation ; copies of which will accompany this despatch.^ The archives will, 
for the present, remain as now deposited, in the possession of those persons. 
With high respect [etc.]. 
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John W. Dana, United States Charge d' Affaires cit Sucre, to Rafael Bustillo, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bolivia ^ 

[extracts] 

B Sucre, September 6 , i 8 s 4 - 

Sir: The Undersigned, Charg4 d’Affaires of the United States, has the 
honour to acknowledge the reception of the note of His Excellency, the 
Minister of Exterior Relations, of the i®* inst®; but in its acknowledgement he 
cannot disguise, or withhold an expression of, profound regret, that it con- 
tains a refusal, on the part of the Government of His Excellency, to enter 
into treaty relations with the United States. . . . 

The Government of Bolivia, in a wise and expanded appreciation of its 
interests, has invited commerce to its ports upon the tributaries of the. Ama- 
zon and La Plata. The general motive and necessity for treaty regulations, 
will be found there to apply, with peculiar force. If the uncertainty attend- 
ing the absence of such regulations, does not entirely prevent commercial 
intercourse through those channels, it cannot long be continued, without 
resulting in mutual misunderstandings and difficulties. 

Considering, as he has indicated, treaty relations essential, both to 
commerce and friendship; and considering too the incalculable benefits, 
especially to Bolivia, but not to Bolivia alone, of introducing to the markets 
of the world, its rich and varied productions, through the interposition of 
commerce, the Undersigned cannot refrain from deep regret, that that essen- 
tial aid to commerce, that strong bond of friendship, a treaty of commerce 
and friendship, should be denied. 

The United States claim, that the Amazon and La Plata, are great high- 
ways, on which the world may travel and transport. Bolivia, with emphatic 
force, asserts that these are the routes which nature gave it, through which 
to go and come, to buy and sell. The United States desire to carry to 
Bolivia the fabrics of their looms and their workshops; Bolivia offers, in 
return, the productions of its soil and its rivers — an exchange full of profit 
to the one, and of growth and development to the other. Brazil (and per- 
haps other nations) stands between them, with its negative upon their 




single, separately-asserted claims. Shall it continue, from want of concert, 
to shut out the one, and seclude the other — to deprive the former of a com- 
merce which would increase their wealth, and the latter of markets, which 
alone are wanting, to give it equal rank with the most rich and productive 
nations? Or shall common interests make common cause, and by concerted 
action, present a united claim which no Government would have the hardi- 
hood, or the power to resist, and thus secure these obvious rights, privi- 
leges, and benefits? This concert of action, and its results, can only be 
secured by treaty. 

The United States, in seeking, as they do, intimate alliance and inter- 
course with the Spanish American Republics, has no interests in conflict 
with theirs, none which would not be advanced by their growth and pros- 
perity. A producing, but peculiarly a commercial and navigating nation, it 
desires exchanges of productions, and to be the carrier of the exchanges of 
others. On the contrary, the South American States are almost exclusively 
producers, and the greater their wealth and productions, the greater their 
exchanges and freights. But there is another, and more sacred bond, than 
that of interest. We are all Americans, and glory in the name of American 
Republics; and upon us, both severally and collectively, rests the respon- 
sibility of practically confirming, or denying the great doctrine, that man is 
capable of greater developement, nations of more rapid and substantial 
growth, under free, than under despotic institutions. In such a fraternity 
of States, the one that would retard the prosperity and strength of either, 
would strike a blow at the principle of its own existence. Thus, both from 
motives of interest and of principle, the United States most sincerely desire 
to witness, and if possible to accelerate, the advancement of the Spanish 
American Republics in all the elements of greatness and power. 

The Undersigned is aware, however, that his country has not always credit 
for these sentiments, but is often charged with the reverse, with a hostile, 
aggressive policy, with seeking power and aggrandisement, without regard 
to the rights of others. He is aware that the European press constantly 
teems with perversions of its objects and designs, with misstatements of its 
acts, and misrepresentations of their causes. He is also aware, and deeply 
regrets, that his country is known in South America, almost exclusively, 
through these channels. But, though pained to see it thus defamed, he is 
consoled with the reflection, that when the impartial history of its foreign 
intercourse shall be written, it will present a record of frankness, good faith, 
justice and forbearance in striking contrast with the disguises, subterfuges, 
wrongs and aggressions which characterise those nations, whose press now 
so bitterly malign and reproach it. 

The UndersiVned cannot, in this cnmmnnicntinn. refntp thcsp whnlpsalp 



institutions; and that they may not be permitted to weaken tiu* fonn* of tin* 
declaration, already made, that the United States both from motivt's of 
interest and principle, desire the advancement of liu* Spanisli American 
Republics in greatness and power; nor be allowed to excite distrust in tin* 
assurance, that they especially seek lasting friendslu{) and extemleil com- 
merce with Bolivia, under the conviction that tlu* true interests of both 
require those rclatioiivS. 

Such is the richness of the soil, and the salubrity of lIu* cltmat(*, upon the 
borders of the navigable rivers of Bolivia, that its agricultural produ<‘tioiis 
need only be limited l)y the market and di'inand, which commt‘rcc would 
create, while the United States are large consumi'rs of the productions but 
adapted to that soil and climate, and unlike other (“ommercial nations, liavc 
no intimate relations with any countries alTording tliem. 'I'his condition of 
things indicates a peculiar unity of interests, and strongly urges (he adoption 
of measures, which will result in establishing a more easy and exteiuh’d soc*iaI 
and commercial communication, between the two eountrieH, especially 
through those rivers. And tlie Undersigned cannot deny liimself the 1io]m*, 
that, should the internal quiet continue, which now so haiipily reigns in 
Bolivia, and the Government become relieved from (he care.s incidt*nl to a 
foreign war, it will find time and motive to mature, a system of internafional 
intercourse, in which the United Stales may share, that will placi* its pro- 
ductions within the reach of tlie markets of the worltl; and thus, whih* ex- 
tending benefits to others, open a new and glorious (‘ra in the history of tlii.s 
interesting country, by adding this to its long list of libenil and enlightened 
measures. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc.j. 


407 

John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in JUdima, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of Slate of the United Slates ' 

No. 12 SucKiq September ij, /iVf./. 

Sir: I advised you in my last despatch ® that, on the ult., I addrcHsed 
a note to the Minister of bixterior Relations,® proposing to entcT upon the 
negotiation of a treaty of commerce &ct., betweim tlie United States and 
Bolivia. On the inst. I received a reply, bearing datt? the in which 
the Government declines the proposed negotiation, 'I'he reuKons nHsIgned 
will be found in the translation of his communication attached, marked Ad 
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will a('ann()any tins dcspalc'h, marked Hd 

'riiis refusal very stranj.u’ly eoiUrasts with the freciueiit declarations made 
by the i’n*sident, that h(> strotij'ly desired to enU'r into more intimate rela- 
tions with (lu‘ Unitt'd Slates, and that he looked to that (lovernmcmt, as the 
means of relief from tilt' interdiction, which Brazil interposed, to the use of 
their navif^able rivers. 

He otu't' rt'uiarked to me, that my (iovernment did not exhibit its usual 
enerKV, in permit liiif^ Brazil thus to exclude it from the Amazon. I replied 
that, as yt't, the pecuniary motive had not been suflicient to induce our 
vessels into the Bolivian rivers; and explained to him, that under the limited 
powers of my (iovernment, it could not enti;aKe in a commercial enterprise 
of that kind, or olTer inducements to others to do so; but that whenever 
suilicient inducenu*nts existed, or were created by Bolivia, I doubted not, 
that our merchants would be prom[)t to resiiond, and that my (iovernment 
would be n*ady to give them the nece.ssary [irotection. Ilis remark would 
seem to indicate that he thought the (iovernment of the United States could 
act tlirtutly, in establishing a line of communication and commerce with 
Bolivia, and if so, he was probably disappointed at my exiilanation, and 
might have eoneluded that no immediate results would be gained, by enter- 
ing into treaty n'lations with them. 

At atmtlier time, in .spi>aking of the obvious mutual interests of Bolivia 
and the I'nited Statt's, aiul of the hostile po.sltion of Brazil to those interests, 
he profMj.setl an allianee, offensive' and defensive', Ix'Lween the two countries; 
hut aware; of the* geiie'ral policy of our (’iovernment tei refrain from foreign 
alllane-es, I diel not fee'I at liberty to encourage that idc'a, any further than 
that we shemld aet in eemeert, in procuring a change in the policy of Brazil. 

My failure tei re*spond, as [lerhaps lie desired, to this suggestion, and my 
explanation of the ab.Heiice* of peiwer in my (iovermiM'nt to act diredly, in 
e.HtabljHhing cejmuuu'cial iutercour.se, may have' withdrawn the v(;ry motives, 
which proinptenl liis de'.sire, for more intimate relations. Hut this is a matter 
t>f HurnuHe, and I am still ittclined to ascribe the cluinge of policy, chiefly, to 
the hostile feeling now existing here, to whicli I refered in my last despatch.^ 

My first imte tt) the Minister, proposing a treaty, and his rt'ply,** were 
published in llie official pjip<*r the day after I received the lattin*, with what 
motive I cannot explain, unless to gratify that popular feeling of hostility, 
by making [lublic the fact, that the (Government would not encourage com- 
mercial intercoursi* with the United States. The. tone of the Minister’s 
note, however, k entirely inoffensive, and expressive of friendship. My 
last note’* has not been published, or answered; but it does not require an 

‘ Stf iilnivp, ihifl part, tlor. .pxi. ^ .See above, this jiart, <!oc. 405. 


present. 

With high respect [etc.] 
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John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Jiohvtn, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States * 

[hxtkact] 

No. i8 I. A Paz, August jS, iiS’55. 

Sir: ... I deem it useful that this Ix‘gatioii he kept advised of the posi- 
tion of Brazil, on the subject of the navigation of the Amazon; and of that of 
the Governments on the La IMata and its tributaries, relativt* to the naviga- 
tion of those waters. 

The exploring expedition of Capt Page, of th(‘ Wat('rvvit(d), is a subject of 
much interest to the country; and its results, if favorable to navigation in 
Bolivia, should be communicated to mo, at an early dat(‘, that I may Ih' 
prepared to secure to my countrymen any conce.ssions which this Govern- 
ment may be disposed to make, for the purpose of introdia'ing commerct* 
through that channel. 

Rumor speaks of negotiations, on the part of Great Britain, with the 
Government of Paraguay, for a grant, to tlai citizens of tlu' former, of a liirge 
and fertile territory, bordering on Bolivia, and in part claimed by Ikt, 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Jiolivia, to the Minister of 

Foreign Affairs of 'Jiolivia * 

La Paz, September ig, iA'55. 

Sir: The Government of the United vStates has long looked upon th(‘ 
Amazon and its tributaries as the great chamud which natun* had provided 
for the transmission, to the markets of the world, in an iiK'xhaustibh* supply, 
of the rich and varied productions of tlunr fruitful bordtTS. Its (’itizens 
being peculiarly a commercial people, it sees for tlumi a held for a vast com- 
merce in the interchange of the productions of a temperates for those of a 
tropical climate, mutually advantageous to those engagc'd in it; and it hih's 
too, a source of increased, and less expensive supply of tlu‘ laltc^r, thi‘ con- 
sumption of which, in the United States, is already imm(‘nse. Actuated by 
^ Despatches, Bolivia, vol. i. 


the naviKuhle watc'rs within Inn- borders, as exclusively her own, that she 
might thus luonoiiolisi' the commerce, and the. transportation of the pro- 
ductions, of that vast interior — make her shipping ports the ports of entry 
and of t'Xi)ort for all that it consumes, and all that it exi)orts— -and thus 
rtmtUu' lhi‘ ('ountries whicli havc^ ecfual rights upon those, waters, and which 
have e(]ual natural resouu'es, Ium* mere tributaries and de])endcnts. 

At the moment when this vast (luestion is, more than any other, engaging 
the attention of tlu'. comnu'rt'ial world, it is with extreme [)leaHiire that the 
Undersigned, Minister ResichuU of the United States in Bolivia, has observed 
the broad, enlightened and staU'smanlike views upon the subject, which His 
Hxcelle.ncy, the MinisU'r of h'oreign Affairs, had the honor to prcvsent to 
t’ongri'ss, nnteraling the declaration of the; preceding Administration of the 
fri'edom of the rivi'rs, and urging the a})i)Iication of the resources of the 
( iovi'rnment to its immediaU' n'alisadon. d'he Undersigned was i)eculiarly 
imi)ress('d with tlu' importanci* of (he suggestion of His ICxcellency, that an 
i'ffort be madi* to obtain concert of action among the. lluviatic States. If 
such ctin b(‘ secured, as undoubtedly it may among all those which have 
jurisdit'tion ovi'r th(‘ tributaries, (heir joint action, add(>d to the efforts of 
the wliole commercial world, must be detasive in inducing Bra/.il to abandon 
her e.xclu.sive pn'lensions. If, under this suggestion, measures should bo 
adopted resulting in opening tlu'se vast n^gions, to enterprivsc and commerce, 
His I-'.xcellenc'y (lit^ Minisli‘r, would have reason to congratulate himself, 
that in such an important cpo('h, Brovidence had placed him in that elevated 
l)()sili(m, where His opinions would have an inlliKmee. upon f)ublic alTairs, 
and at the same lime had gifted him with the mental scope and ability to 
atlapt wise means to the accomplishment of gretU; ends. Let this end 
be accomplished tuid Bolivia will date from the Administration of 
Prt'sident (’ordova a new <‘rji in Iu;r ()rosperity, and the world a new era 
in its commerce. 

In relation to the c.spccial interest of Bolivia in connexion with the navi- 
gation of llie rivtn-s, fuTmit the Undersigiu'd to remark that Lieut, (lil)bon, 
of the United States’ Ntivy, who in the year iH52 deticonded the Bolivian 
rivers to the Madeira, and thence through that river and the Amazon to 
the Atlanlie, and whose report luis very recently been published, finds in the 
Madeira obstrui'tion.H which cannot be ptissed by steamers, extending down- 
ward to tiboul 150 leagut'H from its junction with the Amazon; and fixes at 
the termination of those obstructions the head of steam navigation upward; 
but he does not exitress an opinion of the practicability of removing those 
obslruclions, or of avoiding them l>y canals. It is obvious however, from 



to navigate the waters below must terminate their route at that point; and 
that transportation thence to the navigable waters above, and the reverse, 
must be made in smaller steamers, if those obstructions can be sufficiently 
removed or avoided to permit their passage, and if not in canoes or balsas. 
The point thus indicated as the present head of steam navigation must, there- 
fore, ever remain the great point of delivery and transshipment of all goods 
and productions destined to or from Bolivia; and consequently presents 
itself as of vital importance forever to the commerce of the country. Brazil 
unquestionably owns the right bank of the Madeira, during its whole course, 
and all the maps of South America, whether European or American, give to 
the Peru the left bank, from the junction of the Beni and Mamore some 
distance downward, and the remainder of the left bank to Brazil, thus e.x- 
cluding Bolivia entirely from j urisdiction over the Madeira, Brazil therefore 
holds jurisdiction, on one side of the river, over the territory where the ob- 
structions to steam navigation commence; and all along the course of those 
obstructions, and the maps assign to Peru a like jurisdiction on the other 
side. Under this state of things, in the event of the opening of the Amazon 
and its tributaries to foreign commerce, Bolivia will find itself without a 
port of entry — without a point for the transshipment of goods — and without 
the right to remove the obstructions which prevent the entrance of vessels 
within her acknowledged territory. But the Undersigned has been informed 
that Bolivia justly claims the left bank of the Madeira down to the 7° of 
south latitude — an extent which would cover the head of steam navigation, 
as indicated by Gibbon, and give it jurisdiction over, and the right to remove 
all the obstructions which he found. 

The Undersigned has felt it his duty to place in the possession of His 
Excellency the information which he has derived, but recently, from the 
report of Lieut. Gibbon, because it gives to the question of .limits between 
Bolivia and Peru an importance which it would not otherwise possess, in- 
volving in fact, the question, whether Bolivia shall ever realise her hopes of 
communicating with the Atlantic through her rivers. And he does so at 
this time, because he infers from the report of His Excellency that negotia- 
tions will soon be opened for the adjustment of all questions at issue between 
the two Republics, which will present a favorable opportunity for the settle- 
ment of that of limits — an essential step towards the accomplishment of 
the great object (the navigation of the rivers) which the Minister so elo- 
quently urges upon the consideration of Congress. 

In view of these obstructions to navigation, the scientific exploration 
which His Excellency recommends, would seem an essential preliminary 
step, for the purpose of determining the practicability and cost of removing 
them. In fact the suggestions which He has made embrace the whole sub- 



taken, will soon be happily consummated. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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John W, Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States '■ 

[extracts] 

No. 20 La Paz, September 26, 1855. 

Sir: I find in the Report of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, made at the 
opening of Congress now in session, remarks upon the subject of the navi- 
gation of the Amazon and its tributaries, which I deem of sufficient impor- 
tance to quote at length. . . . 

Although the Minister, in the above extracts, refers in general terms, to 
free navigation, yet he insists so strongly upon concert with all the fiuviatic 
States, and manifests so plainly fear of usurpation and appropriation of terri- 
tory by others, that I am on the whole inclined to construe his opinions as 
favorable to the Brazilian policy of making the rivers free to those countries 
alone which occupy their borders; and I fear that the proposed efforts for 
concert of action, so far as his influence extends, will result in all the fluviatic 
States becoming a party to the treaty between Brazil and Peru, which de- 
clares the principle of freedom to themselves, and exclusion to others, and is 
open to the adoption of the other States. 

The Government of Brazil has, for years, directed its efforts and diplomacy 
to the object of securing concert of action upon this principle; well knowing 
that it would put to rest all the claims and pretensions of the commercial 
world, relative to their right to enter the Amazon; and bring to a termina- 
tion, favorable to itself, all controversy upon the subject. 

The Government of Bolivia has hitherto, uniformly repeled the overtures 
of Brazil, and I fear that, should it now change its position, and propose and 
advocate a concert of action, upon the basis of the Brazilian policy, it would 
have a strong influence in inducing the other States to unite upon it; espe- 
cially as Brazil stands ready, upon the adoption of that policy, to give at 
once to each of them, what all so much desire, steam navigation upon their 
rivers. 

Fearing thus that this suggestion of the Minister might result in a move- 
ment disastrous to the great question of the free navigation of the Amazon, 
I addressed him a note upon the subject, in which, instead of suggesting the 
foregoing construction of his language, I thought it more judicious to ascribe 
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to him, (as his remarks permit) stMUiiiUMUs favorable to Iree iiaviRatitai to 
present, in contrast with that of tlu‘ United State's, tlu‘ policy oi Bta/il, and 

its effects upon the interior Stales, and to direct his attention to a eiHieeit 

of action among those States against that policy, as being the means ol iii' 
ducing Brazil to abandon it. With this I traii.smit a <‘opy of flic conununi' 
cation mai'ked 

I have also advi.sed oui’ Minisli'rs at tin' capitals of the other ihuiatic 
States, thattIie.Minist('rof b'on'ign Affairs of Bolivia had sue.e,ested a confer- 
ence betvva'en those States on tlu* subject ol the na\ig,ation ol the Ania/on 
and its trilrutaries, and that ihc'y be on their guard to prt'vi'ut the arloptittn 
of the Brazilian policy. 

If such conferc'iice Ix' had, would it b(‘ (h'sirable that during its {lelibeta 
tions, an invitation be extc'iuled to tlu‘ ('lovernment <jf tlu* I bated .St.ites to 
send an exploring steamer into those* watx'rs? Such an invitation \v«)uld 
afford an oppoi'tunity to tlu> Unitcxl States to as.sei t practicalh' the right 
which it has long asserted on paper, and under as favorable circumstances 
as could be desired; because' it would be done in ('onjunction witir tho.se wlntse 
rights are uiKiuestioiu'd. If Brazil does not yield ln*i’ preten.sions to argU' 
meat and negotiation, (and tluit slu' nc'ver will do) such an invitation would 
afford us a perfect justification in tlu* (‘yes of the world for passing through 
and breaking down the barriers against commerce which she has so long, and 
so unjustly malutaiiu'cl. And In'sidcs, these feeble interior Slates must look 
somewhere for Hym[KU by and support in this coiillict of inti'rests with Bra/il, 
If they fail to obtain it, tlu'y ('annot sei'uri' their rights; and policy and duty 
would reciuirc them to accept the partial ('oiK’t'ssiou which Brazil li’iith'rs 
them, rather than sch* tlu'ir heairtifu! riv(‘rs and rich valh'vs rt'iuain dc.M>l,ite 
and depopulated. Impressed as (hey are with (he vital impoiiatua- of steam 
navigation to their pro.sperily and progress, it is .surprising that they have 
rejected, even until now, llu' {)i'or)osal.s of Brazil: that they will long coiitimie 
to reject tluun is not to be hoped ; and tiu'ir accejilance, upon the terms which 
Brazil exacts, (tin* ('xi'Iusion of all ('xtt'i’ior commerce) is the act of clo.sing 
for ever— those waters, liy those who have the rlglil to clo.si' them, against 
the commerce of the world, without k'aving to other nations even valid 
ground for objection or com|)laint. 'The idea that .so important a (juestioii 
hangs upon the action, prompti'd by (he necessities, of these feeble Si.Ues. 
excites in my mind great unea.siness and anxiety: and I fear that whih‘ wt* 
are patiently asserting our rights witl) Brazil, she is adroitly combining to 
undermine them, and will soon lx* abh* to provi' to us and llu* world, that we 


It It t'ouid lu' uiulfi’stoocl that lh<‘ United vStati's would Ix' wilhn}>‘ to 
send an t'xpedil ion into tiu' Aina/.oii, for tlie (‘xploration of its various tril)u~ 
laries, such an understandinjji would strongly tend to withhold them from an 
alliance with Bra/.il, because it would assure them of our suiiport in pursuing 
th(‘ mort* libt'ial polit'v. But I dare not suggest this, without tlu‘ iuithority 
of my (Government, because if tht'ir t'xiK'ctations wen' exc'ited a,nd ju>t real- 
ised. it would the more convinci' them that they had nothing to hope but in 
yielding to Brazil. 

I h.avi' the honor [et('.|. 
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JoJin II'. Ptutti, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to William L, 
Morey, Secretary of Slate, of the United States ‘ 

No. 23 La Paz, Deeeniher 1 , lilyy. 

Sir: A .'^hort time since a friend tnuismitted to m<‘ [)rivaU'ly, for my 
consideration and opinion, a <'opy of [iroposids from a hVench C'o. for 
(he improvement and navigtUiou of (lu* rivers of Boliviti. '1'lu‘se proposals 
wen* presented to the (Government through tin* Bolivitm ('htirgh d'AlTaires 
in h'raiu't', and I lu* gentleman from whom I reci'ived tht‘('oj)y, (‘ujoying highly 
tin* confidence of the (Government, they wt'n* submitted to him, for Ids 
advice in relation to their ;icc«‘ptan(’»‘. A tninslatiou and copy of the pro- 
[uisals is attached, marked A." 

.■\s (his project invoh-<'s (he conc(*ssion, to tlud ('o., of (he exelnsive ust* of 
till flu* waters of Bolivia for (lo yi'ars, 1 th'emed it importiint if ()o.ssible to 
prevent its ai’ceptauce, and ac'cordingly pri'sentecl the objec'tions which 
suggi’sted themselves to my mind, in n*ply to the gentlt'inau who favonxl nu* 
with the copy; presuming that, through him, those objections wfiuld reac'h 
(he (Government, and not feeling at liberty to addre.ss the (Government 
directly upon (he subjei't, I transmit herewith a coiA' <'onummii"i” 

(ion, marked B.-‘ I havi* also made use of various other Indirect iulhi<*nc(*s 
to convince thi* (Govi’rnment that tlu* objirt could be attained on more 
favorable terms. But I fear that there i.s a prech'lerndnation not to give* a 
footing in the country, to citizen.s of the llniti'd .Slates, by pi'i’inilting them 
to particiiKite in such an enterprise. 

I am advi.sed by my informant that (he Co. is organised with a capital of 
|(().tKK).(KM), and is jirepared to I'ngagt* at onc(* in tlu* work, as soon ;is tlu* 
contract is closed. 

'Phe inference from the.se fac'ts i.s, that while Brazil is e.xcluding us from 

• I biilisia, vttl. t. 

3 'rtiiM fiiflitwiire lull was not eouiiul: its conti'iilH are iinliealed In tliiH dcHDaldi. 
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the Amazon, it is permitting its navigation to others, and enabling them to 
secure the monopoly of the rivers above, to our permanent exclusion. 

The country remains quiet under the Administration of President Cordova. 
The prisoners taken in the recently attempted revolution have all been 
pardoned, and many of them have received public employment. 

With high respect [etc.]. 
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John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 24 La Paz, December 5, 1855. 

Sir: The Minister of Foreign Affairs, in his recent report to Congress, 
alluded in very favorable terms to the exploring expedition of Lieut. Page, 
of the Water Witch, in the waters of La Plata; expressed the anticipation of 
his arrival in the Bolivian tributaries of that river and of much benefit to 
Bolivia from his exploration of its rivers. Translated extracts from his 
report on that subject are attached marked A? 

Late in Oct. I received a communication from Lieut. Page, dated Santiago 
del Estero, Sept. 5.,® informing me that the Government of Paraguy would 
not permit him to asend the Bolivian rivers with his steamer, and that he was 
on his way to Bolivia for the purpose of descending the Pilcomayo ; and asking 
me to obtain from the Government permission, and assistance, in preparing 
the necessary canoes &ct, for the expedition ; and informing me also that he 
should be detained in the further exploration of the Salado, so that he should 
not arrive at Sucre until late in Oct. 

On the reception of his letter I addressed a note to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs apprising him of the intention of Lieut. Page, and expressing confi- 
dence of the co-operation of his Government. Accompanying this is a copy 
of the note marked B.** 

Yesterday I received a reply from the Minister, with a copy of instructions 
which had been issued to the Prefect of the Department of Tarica, for the 
reception and assistance of Lieut. Page: translated copies of both which I 
transmit herewith marked C. & D.® 

On the same day (yesterday) I was much disappointed in receiving a 
second letter from Lieut. Page, dated Salta Nov. 13.,® informing me that he 

^ Despatches, Bolivia, vol. 1. 

2 The extracts mentioned appear in the manuscript volume, but were not copied ; their 
contents are indicated in this despatch. 
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ination of the Salado, and in addition to that had received letters from the 
Water Witch, since his former date which must determine him to return to 
it, as soon as possible, and consequently to abandon the exploration of the 
Pilcomayo. 

I presume that Lieut. Page had sufficient reasons for abandoning the enter- 
prise, for in his first letter he manifested great anxiety and determination to 
accomplish it: neverless, I exceedingly regret that he was under the necessity 
of doing so, after permission and aid had been asked and freely tendered, 
and expectations had been excited which will now result in disappointment. 
I shall excuse the matter to the Government as well as my limited knowledge 
of the circumstances will enable me. 

With high respect [etc.]. 
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John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to J. de la Cruz 
Benavente, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bolivia ^ 

A La Paz, October 17, 1856. 

Sir: The Undersigned has the honor to be in possession of the note of 
yesterday of His Excellency the Minister of Exterior Relations, ^ and in reply 
regrets to say that his only information in relation to the steamer “ Yerva” 
[Yerba] is a report, that it has been sent into the river Bermejo by a North 
American commercial company, for commercial purposes only. It is possible 
that the same motive will induce it also to visit the Pilcomayo, but this is 
doubtful, because the general impression is, that the Pilcomayo is much less 
favorable to navigation and commerce than the Bermejo; and the object of 
the owners of the "Yerva” [Yerba] will be merely to make a profit on its 
voyages, it being now entirely disconnected with the exploring expedition 
instituted by the Government of the Undersigned, under the direction of 
Lieut. Page. 

The undersigned regrets also to say that he is not in possession of informa- 
tion relative to the intention of his Government on the subject of continuing 
the exploration, which Lieut. Page commenced, of La Plata and its tribu- 
taries. Obstacles thrown in the way by the Governments of Brazil, and of 
Paraguay caused so much delay that he accomplished much less than was 
anticipated, or than he otherwise would have done, during the three years 
for which he was commissioned. 

It is reported that those obstacles are now removed — that La Plata and its 

1 Despatches, Bolivia, vol. i, enclosed with Dana to the Secretary of State, No. 31, below, 
this part, doc. 417. 


tributaries are open to foreign flagH--if this be (rue it is possible, and (xThaps 
even probable, that the Government of the United S(a(t*s \\ ill oitlei anotlua 
exploring expedition into those waters. 

Aware of the patriotic interest which tlu' (lovernnient oi Ilis b.xeelU'ncy 
feels in the exploration and navigation of the rivt'rs of Bolivia, and desirotas 
of contributing all in his power to the reali/ation of an objec't oi such in 
discribable magnitude, the undersigned will, with pleasure seek information 
from his Government as to its further intentions upon tin* subjea't. I le will 
also endeavor to obtain, from the Minister of the United .States at Bueiuas 
Ayres, information in relation to the character and intentioras of tin* com 
mercial Company which has sent the “VtMwa" up the Bennejo, and if 
possible induce them to attempt a like enterprist' in the Biletnnayo. 


It may not be inappropriate to remark, that l.icait. Bag(‘, in his last ('om - 
munication to the undersigned, dated at Biunios Vyres, gave sonu' facts ita 
relation to his exploration which may lx; of inb'ra'st to Bolivia, and for that 
reason he transmits herewith a pajHar containing cxtrac'ts therefrom.' 

It will be observed from those extracts, that Lianit, Pag(‘ aihule.s to a claim 
of territory, set up by the Government of Paraguy, tidvt'r.se, as ln‘ suppo.st's, 
to the rights of Bolivia. In another portion of his lettt'i' lu' rasjuests tlu' UH' 
dersigned to obtain for him, if possible, ae<nirnte information re.spciiiijg the 
southern boundary of Bolivia, and e.specially how far down lh<* river Paraguy 
the Bolivian territory justly extends. This information the undtM’signcd lia.s 
as yet been unable to obtain, and His Pxc(‘ll(Mi('y will very imu'h ol>ligc him 
by refering him to the authorities or documents in which it may lx* found. 

The undersigned avails himself of this o[)por( unify [ct(‘.j. 
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John W. Dana, U?iited States Minister Rcsitirnt in Jitdivia, to ll’tlliam L. 
Plarcy, Secretary of Slate of the United Sttitt\S' 

No. 27 ],.v (hloher .If, 

Sir: I received, a few days since, a Note from tin* .Minister of Uxti'ritir 
Relations, 3 making enquiry in relation to the United Sla((-H IvKjjlorittg expe» 
dition in La Plata; whether it was the intention of tlu* ( lovt'rnnicjit to renew 
it, and expressing great anxiety that it should lx* (‘Xtciuh'd into (he Pilcomayo 
and Bermejo, which have their sources in Bolivia, and dist'haigt* into iht* 
rivers Paraguy, the former rising near Sucre, tlu* capital. 

I have replied to the Minister that I was unable to inform him of the 
intention of my Government in relation to th (' flu* t-'vul/u*!! f i/tii • 



.uui 4*\iil,uijc<l t(i him the uiislaclcs wliich prevcmlecl Lieut. Page from carrying 
tint the inlentlon he had e\i)resse<l, of examining those rivers.’ 

.Sinet* that reply (he Minister has conversed with me upon the subject, 
manliest tju* nuaii an\i«‘ty ihal the (‘xi)]f)ration may be renewed and those 
rivei's esphned, and wishing me (o communicate with my Government in 
relation to (he matter, and obtain informatiou of its intentions; which I 
pi'onn?<ed to do. 

I he ^au■eess oi Lieut. Page in determining the navigability of the Salado 
escited mueh interest here* in nbition to the ex])loration of the Holivian rivers; 
and the abandonment ol tlunr intended exidoration caused a correvSponding 
disaiipointnient. I am iinpress(‘(l with the idea, that, although Lieut. Page 
has done miu'h toward (he aec’oinplislimenl, of the d(‘sign of the expedition 
muler Ins charge, .still, he has h'ft much nioiT undone; not from any neglect 
on his part, but from obslacdes thrown in his way by the (governments of 
Hra/il and Paragtiy: which ohstaedes f am informed (though perhap.s iiicor- 
(H't'tly! do !iot now exist. 

.\s I undei'staiid it; the extent of his explorations is the river Salado, and 
tlie Paraguy (150 miles :d)ove A.sundon, to the Prazilian military post 
(‘urnndM. 'I’o (his point the Paraguy has alway.s been supposed to be 
navigablt*. hut is, for a great porportion of the distamx^, uninhabited. The 
gteal (luestion of eoniinereial Interest in ndation to tluit river is, whether the 
rich diamond an<! tuiiuTal regions of Brazil and Bolivia, the former containing 
a largi’ populalion, ran he reached through the upi)er waters, of the Paraguy 
and its large trilmtaiies, tlu' ('uyaini, St. Lonmzo, and Jauru, all supposed, 
but not Av/eVi'a. (o 1 )(‘ Jiavigable. With this im]X)rtant point in relation to 
llie {jp|>er Paraguy and its (rihutaries unsettled—lJu' failure of the attempt 
(u explore the Paratia and Its tributaries ■•■tuul the Pilcomayo and Bermejo 
and peihaph other navigahh' rivers not attempted, the. remark would seem 
just, that, although mueh had been done inllniUdy more is .still to bo done, 
by tin* Ltiited States, or .some other pow(‘r, in 0])ening those immense and 
ptoiiuetive regions to steani n;ivig;i(ion tuul commerce. And, undoubtedly, 
if we aie the instrument of confering uixm the vSfates interested .so great a 
iH-netit . it w<nild have a ((‘luleiiey in some degree to restore to us the intluence 
and svm{jathy to which we :ire eiUilU'd, but of which we have long been 
tlepiived, bv the intrigues of other ()owerH. 

Hut I prestnne that your I)ei)artment has, from the report of faeut. Page 
and tfthei sources, all the information necessary to determine its course in 
relation to the further prosecution of the exploration; and I therefore refrain 
from more exteiuletl remtirk, merely asking to be enabled to communicate 
to the ( iovermneiil of Bolivifi the information which it desires relative to the 

■ X « I t . irf nf lH\r ( *. / t HI rill I'tn* MllLlf'/'f'. 


John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 29 La Paz, October 25, 18^6. 

Sir: Since closing my two despatches of yesterday, Nos. 27 & 28,“ I learn 
this evening, that the Govt, of Bolivia received this morning a communica- 
tion from that of Brazil, proposing to send here a minister with full power.s 
to negotiate a treaty of limits, and in relation to the navigation of the 
Amazon. The object unquestionably is, to bring Bolivia to assent to the 
doctrine of the treaty between Brazil and Peru, that th(^ right of navigating 
the Amazon and its tributaries belongs to the States through which thc'y run; 
and to be used exclusively by them. To obtain this assent, Brazil will un- 
doubtedly be willing to assume an obligation, similar to that with I’erii, of 
furnishing a line of steamers to Bolivia; and if necessary will probably yield 
to Bolivia certain territory now in dispute between them. If such proposals 
are made I presume that Bolivia will accept them if no mode of relief from 
the exclusive policy of Brazil, and no hope for the introduction of steam on 
the principle of the freedom of the rivers, is presented. Probably this is a 
part of a simultaneous movement upon all the States interested, and if suc- 
cessful, I suppose the result is, the permanent exclusion of the (lags of all 
exterior nations; consigning the rich regions which these noble rivers drain 
to the sleep of commercial death for centuries. 

I have heretofore urged upon this Govt, the benefits to be di'rived from 
making the rivers free to the commerce of all nations, and the di^pimcletit, 
secluded position the country must ever occupy under the exclusive i>()licy of 
Brazil; but I have no authority to encourage them to resist this policy under 
the hope of present or future cooperation. 

This Govt, has indicated, in the last two or three weeks, a renewed interest 
in the navigation of the tributaries of the Amazon, as well as those of La 
Plata. In that time, the Minister of Exterior Relations has had several 
conferences with me on the subject of the former; and a few days since he 
addressed me a note, covering a series of questions in relation to the cost, 
construction &ct of 2 steamers adapted to shoals and rapids, such as Gil)bon 
reports, and in relation to obtaining an engineer to estimate the cost and 
superintend the removing those obstructions; and requesting to obtain 
answers to those questions, from some practical, experienced men in the 
United States. In compliance with this request, I transmit, by this post, a 
translation of the questions to a man in Maine » who I think will be able to 
give reliable information on the points required. 

But I fear, if Brazil should propose to do this work of moving obstructions, 


iirazil (Uctati's, <*spcrially as it secs no mode of relief from that polity. 
With hiij[h respect [etc.]. 
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John H'. Dana, Uniled States Minister Resident in Jhditda, to Juan de la ('ru& 
Jiermvente, Minister of Forcifin Affairs of Folivia^ 

C i,A Paz, November xSi tA’5r5. 

Sir: His l''xcellency the Mlnl.ster of I-ixterior Rt'lations is undoubtedly 
aware that the late ( 'ongre.s.s of PleniiiotenliarieH at Paris adopted a " I )ecla- 
ration" in relation to maritime law, with a view to it.s general nuHlilication. 
The principles of the "Declaration" are as follows: 

1 “^ Privateering; is, and remains, abolished; 

2'* 'Phe neutral flag ctjvers enemy's goods, with the t‘.Kception of contraband 
of war; 

Neutral gcHKls, exw{)t contraband of war, are luit liable to capture under 
enemy’s flag; 

4 ‘'‘ PltK'k.ides, in order to be binding, must be efT(‘cliv('; that is to say, 
maintained by a force really sulliclent to prevent acci'ss t«) tlu* ccuist of the 
enemy. 

At a Hub.s{‘{juent sitting, the ('ongre.ss resolved that these four princijde.s 
should 1 h‘ reganhnl as indivisible; or in other words, that the adherence t)f 
any other po\wr to a portion of th<‘se principles should not be acceptt'd, UU” 
less, at the siime time, it was given fully to them all. 

Several f)f the Powers n'tH'esented in that t’ongres.s have solUnted the 
adhesion of the (iovernment of tile United States to tint pi'inciples contained 
in that "Declaration". 'Phe Secr<*tary of State has replied t«) that recjuest 
by a note to the C'ount de Sartiges, the Representative, at Washington, of 
His Majesty, the RmtK*rorof the Preach ; a copy of which nol<‘ His ICxc'eHency 
the Minister will receive herewith.® 

It will Ih* {K«rmved that, while the (iovernment of the United State.s fidly 
approve of the Ik *p‘‘ projMJsition.s of that "Declaration", and have in 
fact, for the last two years, urged the udo|)tion of the 2 '* and upon the 
maritime jxiwers of the world, still it i.s precluded from giving its adhesion to 
tlwse^ iK'cauw* they are made inst'parable from the fh and because to that, 
in its prestmt form it has inaufx^rable objections. 

Tho!4t‘ olijeetiona, briefly stated, are—that the policy of the United States, 
as of all Republics, is adverse to a large army and navy in time of jHmec”' 

‘ DttapiUt'heii, Btilivia, vul. i, endotetl with Dana to the Secretary of Stale, No. 31, 


that in the event of war, their chief reliance for military operations on land 
is upon volunteer troops, and for the protection of their commerce upon a 
similar force; volunteers, from their mercantile marine, or in other words, 
privateers — that there is no greater objection to their using, and no more 
reason for their depriving themselves of, this volunteer force upon the sea, 
than of the similar force upon the land — that to surrender this right, would 
be to abandon their early established, and uniform policy of a small navy, or 
to leave their commerce constantly at the mercy of all naval Powers — that 
the general surrender of this right, by the weaker maritime States, would be 
a surrender of the permanent and exclusive control of the sea, and with it, 
the commerce of the world to at most, two or three, or perhaps to one, the 
strongest Naval Power — that such a monopoly of power, and of commerce, 
is hazardous to the peace and adverse to the interests and progress of the 
civilized world; and especially injurious to themselves, and to all other 
Powers, which do not aspire, by strong naval armaments, to the control 
of the seas. 

But while the Government of the United States, for these insuperable 
reasons, objects to the first proposition of the "Declaration", in its present 
form, it would very cordially assent to it, if so amended as to apply the same 
rules of exemption from capture of private property upon the sea, which 
have of late years obtained in relation to private property upon the land. 
And for the purpose of securing, to itself, and the world, such an amelioration 
of the belligerent code, and at the same time, of enabling itself to give its 
adhesion to the "Declaration”, it has proposed, in the reply to the Clount de 
Sartiges, an amendment of the first proposition by adding to it the following 
words: "and that the private property of the subjects or citizens of a beliger- 
ent on the high seas shall be exempted from seizure by public armed ships of 
the other belligerent, except it be contraband.” It is to be hoped that the 
Powers which originated the "Declaration” may adopt this amendment, 
and thus secure to it, on account of its lenient and genial influences, the 
sanction and approval of an universal public sentiment; instead of its being, 
as in its present form, an object of resistance to the weak, and an instrument 
of oppression to the strong. 

Such being the present position of this important question, the Govern- 
ment of the United States, always desirous of acting in concert and harmony 
with the sister Republics of the South, has instructed the undersigned its 
Minister Resident near the Government of Bolivia, to propose to it, to enter 
into an arrangement for its adhesion, with the United States, to the four 
principles of the "Declaration” of the Congress of Paris; provided the first 
is amended as specified in the note to the Count de Sartiges. 

If this amendment should unhappily be rejected, the Government of the 


the rejection of the amendment, and the consequent withholding its assent 
to the “Declaration” — it is important to understand what would be the 
attitude, towards itself, of neutral States, should it become involved in war 
with either of the Powers which are parties to the “Declaration”. 

For this reason, the President of the United States, anxious to maintain 
cordial relations of friendship and frankness with Bolivia, has directed the 
undersigned to enquire, whether the adoption of this “Declaration”, by 
a portion of the maritime Powers, will produce any change in her policy as 
a neutral State? or whether the privateers of the United States, under the 
long and well established principles of international law, may not still con- 
tinue to lind refuge and protection in her ports? It is true that Bolivia has 
now but one port open to foreign commerce; but it is to be hoped that the 
day is not distant when many others will be found accessible, and frequented 
by the marine of all nations, through her tributaries of the Amazon and La 
Plata; and this prospect of more extended international intercourse in the 
future, renders her position one of additional importance. 

Though the President does not seriously apprehend that the rights of the 
United States in regard to the employment of privateers will be affected, 
directly or indirectly, by the new state of things which may arise out of the 
proceedings of the Congress at Paris, yet it would be gratifying to him to be 
assured by the Government of Bolivia that no new complications in the 
relations with it are likely to spring from those proceedings. He trusts that 
so long as Bolivia is, and he anxiously desires that she should ever be, a 
friendly Power, her ports will be, as they heretofore have been, a refuge from 
the dangers of the sea and from attack, as well for its privateers as for mer- 
chant vessels and national ships of war in the event of hostilities between his 
country and any other Power. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ’• 

No. 31 La Paz, November 24 , 1856. 

Sir: In my despatch No. 30 ^ I acknowledged the reception of yours 
(No. ii) relative to the subject of the change of maritime law proposed by 
^ Despatches, Bolivia, vol. l. 

2 This despatch appears in the manuscript volume, but contains no material pertinent to 
this publication. 


the Declaration ol the ( ongroKs oi I’arus/ On the insl I eunijilied 
with your instructions by addressing a note to the Minisler of h'.xterior Rtda- 
tions, a copy of which marked i'. I transmit herewith, llioiigh for I'onven- 
ience under a sei)arat(‘ c'over." No reply has as yet been recenved. 

In my No. 27 '■* I refei'ed to a note from the .MinisU'r of hixlerior Kt‘la(ions 
making eiuiuiries in relation to the steamer “ Yerva” in the river Bernu‘jo, 
and the further exploration of that and otlu'r tributaries of La I’lata, And 
in my No. 30 I refered to another note from tla^ .Ministi'r (’o\'(‘i inK a serii-s 
of (luestions relative to the construction, cost Net of steamers adapted to 
rapids and shoal water. I have been unable to obtain satisfactory transla- 
tions of the.se notes to transmit to the Department, as n‘<[uired, but my 
replies will explain their contents, copies of which you will receivi* herewith, 
marked A & 

I was requested by Lieut. Page of the IT. S. ICxiiloring exp<*clition in La 
Plata to obtain and communicate to him information in relation to tht‘ 
actual southern limits of Bolivia. Ills letter " was a long time reaching m<‘, 
mislaid somewhere on the route; but since its reci'i)tion I have endeavortnl, 
without sucess to find, from authentic .sources, tlu; information desired. In 
my note to the Minister, the copy of which is marked A., I recpiest him to 
refer me to the authority or document in which the limits are descrilied, but 
as yet I have received no an.swer to the request. In fact I doubt whether 
they have any authorities to which to refer me, for their northern, eastern, 
and southern limits are in disfiute, and probably have never l>et*n dehned. 

With high respect [etc.]. 
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John IL. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Dolma, to Juan dr la Cruz 
Benavente, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Jiolivia' 


A 


La Paz, February ;*7, hS[^y, 


Sir: The undersigned, Minister Resident of the United States in Bolivia, 
has observed in the "ICixica” of a recent dale a communication from the 
Legation of the Republic ('osla-Rica in lama, atldressed to His Lxcellency 
the Minister of Lxterior Redations of Bolivia.” The motive of that communi- 


cation— the adoption of means for the preservation of the indepmulence 

^ Tina ioBtruc.tion, No. n, dated Aueuat 29, ia tlie same uh one of the Bame from 
the Secretary of State to James A. reden, U. S. miniater at lUieiios Airea, for wlut h san* 
above, vot. i, pt. i, doc. 34. 

* See above, this part, do(;. 416. ® See above, this part, doc. 414. 

This dc8i)at:ch appears in the manuscript volume, but was not cofiicd. 

* For the enclosure marked A, ace above, this imrt, doc. 413. IbicloHure H aripeurs in t!te 
manuscript volume, but is not included in the jn’esent publication. 

A NT/'l />r fl-liu « r/v f > . i -h . 


and j ust ; but however much the occasion may require the protective meas- 
ures proposed, it cannot justify the gross misrepresentations of the policy 
and acts of a sister Republic (the United States) which that communication 
contains. The undersigned is accustomed to see daily, and with indifference, 
these calumnies promulgated by the press and periodicals of the Monarchies 
and Despotisms of the old world, knowing that they originate in jealousy, 
and fear of the result upon themselves of the success of the experiment of 
self-government in the new; but when he sees them adopted and officially 
announced by a State which has, if not a common origin, a common interest 
with his own in the result of this grand experiment to which tyrants are 
looking with dread, and the opprest with hope — when he sees these calumnies 
adopted and officially announced by a sister Republic, against a sister 
Republic, he is filled with deep pain and regret; for if the feelings and preju- 
dices of the Republican States of the New World can be excited against each 
other — if they can be made to regard each other as rivals and enemies instead 
of friends, then the objects of the Governments of the old world will be ac- 
complished by making them the fatal instruments of their own distraction. 

These considerations, added to the deep interest which he personally feels 
both in the Government and people of Bolivia — to his high appreciation of 
their good opinion and kind feeling towards himself and his country — and 
above all, to the strong feeling animating the Government and people which 
he represents for the most intimate and cordial relations with the Spanish- 
American States — a combination of all these motives has prompted the 
undersigned to endeavor to remove, by a reference to facts, the unfavorable 
impressions which the note of the Ministers of Cdsta Rica is calculated to 
produce; and as their aspersions have been given to the public a like publicity 
to their reputation would seem to be just. 

Their note in substance asserts, that the events now occuring in Nicaragua 
are but another scene in that "sad drama” in which had previously been 
represented the "annexation of Texas, the invasion of Mexico, and the 
occupation of California”, thus directly charging upon the United States’ 
Government the responsibility of Nicaraguan occurrences, and then charac- 
terizing those, and the others, as "atrocious acts”, "infringing every 
principle of the rights of man and of society,” and as "most tyranical and 
scandalous deeds of vandal filibustering”. If the undersigned believed that 
his country merited this language he would forever disown and abandon it. 
But what are the facts, freed from European distortions and perversions? 
And first in relation to Texas? 

Texas was originally one of the States of the Mexican Republic, enjoying, 
with all the other States, certain rights of State Sovereignty under their 
rnnsHtntinn. indenendent of the General Government. After one of the 
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Uii^ powH'i's whic'ii llu' ronsti(u(i<)n coiu'cclcd to ihc Stale* ( '»ovt‘ninu*iits were 
usurped, aiui couceiUrated in tlu* (ieueral ( lovc'riiiuent. 'Fo this usui'iiation 
'Texas, with many others of the Stales, objected, not at first liy force, but by 
a lonjt series of n'inonstraaci* and negotiation with the (General (jovernment 
through eommissioners sent to tlie capital for that i)iirpuse. At length, 
remonstrance and negotiation failing, it a.'sorled to forcible resistance of 
the usurped powers, but still recognising thc‘ o1)ligatu)ns to tin* (h*neral 
(Government which the const it utioii imi)osi*d. During two years of, first 
[)('aceal)le, aiul lh(‘n forcible, rt'sistance of these* usurp(*d iiowers no (iroposi- 
tion was made for a si'paration from the K(*pid)lic, and there is nothing whicli 
indicates that the ri'sistance was interposed with that intention; but on the 
contrary the evidt'nc.e is that it made. long and eanuAst r*fforts to rmnain in 
tlu; R(*public. enjoying its constitutional rights. 'Tlu'se efforts failing, and 
no alternative remaining but unconditional submission to tlu* ceutnd power, 
the d(!termination was at last formed and asserted for a s(*paratIon, and an 
ind(‘pendent [lolilii'al (;xisl('n('(‘. Having th'clan'd, and for a tinu* main- 
tained its indei>endenci*, application was inadi; to the* U'ading l’ow(*rs, and 
among others to the United Stales, for its rt*('ognition as one of tlu* fraternity 
of nations; hut tlu; ( iovi'rnmeut of the Unil(*d vStati'S, inlhu'iUH'd by tlu* wish 
to refrain from any act which might be construed into an offt'nce against 
Mexico, denied the reiiuest, and withheld recognition, until after 'i'exas had 
i)een recognisi*d, and had actually established trc'aty n'lations with si*v(‘ral 
of tlu; luirupean I’owers. 'I'his ind('()end(*nl cxistenci* continiu'd for about 
eight years, and during these, eight years three; s(*vt*ral api>li(;atious were 
made to tlu* ( lovernnu'ut of the United StaU*s for admission into tlu* Union, 
and three* tinu‘s those apfilications were rejeeded, until at length, annoyed 
and Irritateel by tlu'se* repulses, it turn(*d to Britain, and was upon the 

I)oinl of forming an alliance wbieli would have* made it a mere d(*iH‘n(h*n('y of 
that Tower. Was it the <luly of the Unitiul Stales, from feelings of eourtesy 
towards ,IVh*.\ieo, to stand by loiigc;!’ and s(*t; a territory, ov('r wlueh it had loag 
eeas(*d to (;xereise jurisdie'lion, pass into tlu; hands of their gr(*aL maritime, 
and i;onmu‘rc'ial rival, when that territory ('.onnuanded, in a measurt*, tlu* 
mouth of the gre'Ut oulU*t of tlieir productions, the Mississippi river, and also 
navigable tribularit*s of that river, through which any enemy at any moment 
might make a tU'seeiit upon its gri'at e(*iUers of eommerex* and population!^ 
Did eourtx'sy towards M('xi<;o l■e(^uire that saiailiec* which, even if made, 
would liave ensued to tiu* benelit of others not M<*xieo? At this juncture 
in the affairs of 'Texas - with this moliv<‘ pr(*ssing upon tlu'm, tlu; United 
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with them — the claim of Mexico was against the universal judgement thus 
expressed. It is true that Mexico had not formally relinquished its claim of 
jurisdiction; this attribute, and this only, of perfect sovereignty was lacking; 
but it is also true that, up to that time, Spain had not relinquished its claim 
to jurisdiction over Mexico; if this defect of title to sovereignty was valid 
against the one, it was equally valid against the other — both were, of right, 
mere colonies of Spain, and the wrong, if any, in the annexation of Texas, 
was against Spain, not Mexico. 

After the annexation was fully consummated, and all the United States 
had thereby assumed obligations to Texas, as one of the States of the Union, 
from which they could not relieve themselves, Mexico, ignoring the very 
principles upon which rested its own claim to nationality, and repelling all 
efforts for an amicable adjustment, made war upon the United States by the 
invasion of Texas. At first the United States Government confined its mili- 
tary operations within the territory, and to the defense of that State; and 
during that time made use of every appliance which human wisdom could 
suggest to avoid the alternative of war. In fact such means, direct and 
indirect, were resorted to to avoid that war, as would have fixed indelibly the 
brand of cowardice upon the country, if the same efforts had been made to 
avoid a war with a nation confessedly its equal in power and resources. The 
undersigned would digress here to express his confident belief, that those ef- 
forts would have been successful, and that war would not have occured 
between the two countries, if the policy of Mexico had not been influenced 
by trans-Atlantic promptings, the authors of which would have had no 
regrets at seeing both Republics prostrated by the collision which they 
produced. These same influences for estrangement and hostility are still, 
and continually, at work in the whole extent of Spanish America, through 
every possible channel of contact, or communication; and their indirect, but 
poisonous, effect is visible in the sentiments of the note of Costa Rica, 
Having gone almost to the verge of shame in their pacific efforts, and finding 
still no alternative but war, the United States abandoned their defensive 
policy, and carried the war into the territory of Mexico ; but even then the 
army never advanced a league without being accompanied with authority to 
negotiate a peace, on the most liberal terms; whenever the sword was drawn, 
then the olive-branch was simultaneously extended; and even at the very 
gates of the capital their victorious army was staid in its pursuit of the re- 
treating enemy, and a truce extended, to give the Mexicans an opportunity 


terms of peace. But this timi‘, conceded to peac(', was oci‘Ui)ied by tlu'tn in 
preparing- new defences, so that it was necessary to comiuer again, the city, 
once already won, and that too in the most bloody and fatal battle of (lu* 
war — truly an olTering of the best blood of the army on tlu* altar of nmg- 
nanimty and peace. 

The occupation of the city of Mexico was tlu' final blow which laid the 
Republic prostrate, and gave the United States ('iilire control over ( lova'rn- 
ment, people, and revenues; in fact it was then a c.oiunu'rcd country entirely 
at the mercy of the conqiua-or ; but how did he use his power? 'The usages of 
war entitled him to retain and hold it as a concpuM-ed country l)ut this right 
he waived. I'lie usages of war gave a claim for ri'inuneration, in money, or 
in territory, for the expenses of th(! war — but this right too he waived all 

he demanded was what he asked at first peace aiul gootl-neighborhood. 

The cession of C’alifornia was neither claimed or made in consideration of t lu‘ 
expenses of the war, nor as one of the ('onditions of iieace; it was a purchase 
and sale, just as freely made, as a subsequent puri'ha.st' and sal(‘ of additional 
territory, between the same parties. Instead of appropriating it in remuner- 
ation for the expenses of the war, as they might have done with perfeig 
justice, and as they are represented as having done, the United States pur 
chased it, at the cost, in direct payments and obligations assumed, of nearly 
thirty five millions of dollars — a price far higher than any disinhu'ested 
partic.s would at that time have estimatiHl its value, its wi'alth in gold not 
having then been discovered. This liberal i)olicy was adoptt'd toward Mex- 
ico becau.se it was an adjoining State with which the United States desired 
intimate and cordial relations; but espi'cially l)ecause it. was a sister Republic. 

And such is the true history, although the h'.urojx'un jire.ss does not thus 
write it, of the “annexation of Texas, the inva.sion of Mt'xli'o, and the occu 
pation of (California ; and can they be justly characterl.sed as “most tyinn- 
ical and scandalous deeds of vandal fililmsU'ring”? 'riie iind('rsigiied doe.s 
not hesitate to assert, and without the slightest h'ar of w(‘il founded contra- 
diction, that, from the I'arliest page, of history down to tlu' pix'.senl moment, 
the annals of international intercourse do not afford a paralh'I to the pai'ific, 
forbearing, unexacting policy whicli tlie Uniti'd SuUi's havi; (‘xhibiteil to- 
wards Mexico; and thus will the unprejudiced future historian record those 
events. 

The Ministers of C'osta Rica allude to tlu^ ociniri’imees in Nii'aragua as 
another scene In the same “sad drama" with “tlu; annexation of 'Texas, 
the invasion of Mexico, and the occupation of ( alifornia", thereby charging 
directly the resi>onsibilIty of tliose events upon tlu^ Uovernnu'nt of the 
United States. How far that charge is ju.st lot facLs not pn'judiced opinion, 
and snsnirinn flfUormnifv 



.iK.uur.i uu- r.MMunK v Hivt'nmuMii;, auQ was contmiica, wim various successes 
and disasters, l)ut without a definite result, for about a year, when the revolu- 
tionary i)aify, without: the knowledp^e of the Government of the United 
Slates, by the oiler of large grants of land, in addition to liberal pay, induced 
W alker, a privalt* citizen, with others, fifty six in all (some citizens and some 
foreigners) to go to their assistanc(‘. After their arrival, and with their aid, the 
capital, ( irenada, [( Iranada] fell into the hands of the revolutionists; and they 
were thus placed in position to treatwith the (Government party. The resultof 
(he negotiation was llu* restoration of peace, and the establishment of a new 
( 'loveriuneiit , by the c-onsent and agreement of the two parties, in which both 
were repi'esented, with Pri‘sident Rivas at the head, and Walker General in 
command of the army. After the organisation of this Government no other 
existed, even nominally, in the. country, and the United States were obliged 
to continue tlu'ir I)i[)lomutic intercounse with that, or discontinue it alto- 
gether. During th<‘ whole period of its existence, the Government of the 
Dnited States has acted, unijormly and invariably, upon the principle of 
recognising in every country with which it had Diplomatic relations whatever 
Govm’nment might exist, without questioning its character, or origin, and 
withtnit waiting any length of time for evidence of its permanency — the only 
tjuesiion which its decision ever involved was the question of its being, at 
(hr time, the Government de facto. Under this fixed rule the (Government 
of tlie Dniti'cl States was not only the first to recognise the late Reimblic of 
hh’.'uice, but was also the first to recognise the Rmpire, when established upon 
till* ruins of the Republic, ('an the last prompt recognition be. charged to 
.sytnpathy with a movement which crushed a (Government similar to itself, 
and established one perfeiUly antagonistic in all its features? or must it not 
r.itlier be credited to a determination to act upon fixed principles, uninflu- 
enced by circumstances? but, fixed and binding as the principle was upon 
the ( Government of the United .States, both from policy and from early tradi- 
tion, it swerved from \X,for the, first lime in its history, in the case of Nicaragua, 
'liu* MinistiT of the United States then in Nicaragua, aware of theinvariable 
uniformity of the action of his (Government on that subject, and in accord- 
ance witli it, recogni.sed at once the (Government of Rivas; but his CGovcni- 
ment refusinl to confirm hie act; ordered liim to withdraw Diplomatic inter- 
coume from the* Rivas ( Government; and refu.sed to receive the Minister which 
th.it (Government .sent to the Unitt'd States, notwithstanding it was quietly 
exercising all the function.s of (Government, without resistance from any 
(luarter, and without any pretence that another (Government existed; and 
notwithstanding also, that the citizens of the United States had important 
intere.Hts at stake in that country, demanding the prompt attention of the 
(Government through its Minister. In thus withdrawing the Diplomatic 



about eight months of delay, for additional evidence of its stability, or for 
discontent to manifest itself, if it existed, the Government still continuing 
perfectly stable, and the people apparently perfectly acquiescent, the Gov- 
ernment of the United States resumed through that Government the Diplo- 
matic relations which had always existed with the country. 

From these facts the enemies of the United States, if it suited their purpose, 
might well deduce a cold, indifferent, even hostile policy towards Walker, and 
the Rivas Government; but not the slightest evidence on which to found 
even a suspi[cion?] of sympathy, or interest. Those who can appreciate such 
motives will only see in them a high, scrupulous regard for international obli- 
gations, uninfluenced by either hostility, or sympathy. 

But this is not all, soon after the recognition of the Rivas Government a 
rupture occurred, and Rivas was displaced, and Walker assumed the Presi- 
dency. The recognition, which had been tardily extended to the Rivas 
Government, was at once withdrawn from that of Walker and that state of 
things continued at the latest dates from the United States. If this series of 
events indicates anything more than an honest discharge of international 
duty towards Nicaragua — if it indicates feeling in relation to Walker and 
his enterprise, it is surely not that of sympathy, but of deep hostility. 

But other circumstances are used to fix upon the Government of the 
United States the charge of complicity with his cause. It is said, and truly 
said, that large numbers of its citizens have gone to Nicaragua to his assist- 
ance. The Rivas Government, and after it that of Walker, continued the 
policy, first adopted by the revolutionists, of offering large bounties of lands 
and mines to foreigners who would come to the country. That system of 
bounties has induced some thousands of citizens and foreigners to leave the 
United States, and go to Nicaragua. Over this emigration the Government 
has no control; such is the state of personal freedom, that any man, whether 
native, or foreign born, may, without question or hindrance, come to the 
United States, reside there, or leave there, at pleasure. Every man within 
their limits may emigrate voluntarily to Nicaragua, or any other country, in 
any capacity he pleases, civil, or military, even to their entire depopulation, 
and the Government can offer no impediment. But if an attempt is made, 
either by natives or foreigners, to withdraw any portion of the population by 
organising, or enlisting them for foreign military service, then the Govern- 
ment can interpose its arm. This attempt has several times been made by 
the agents of Walker, and, as often as made, has been frustrated, by the direct 
action of the Government, So long as Great Britain, in its recent effort to 
raise a foreign legion, confined itself to receiving, in its own territory, those 
who went voluntarily from that of the United States, no objections were 
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at the moment when the operations extended to enlistment within their 
territory, then its rights and duties changed — the Government interposed — 
and then, and not till then, arose the question which so seriously involved 
the two countries. Neither under its municipal, or international law, could 
the United States’ Government .interfere to prevent voluntary emigration, 
even for military purposes, either to England, or Nicaragua; but with enlist- 
ment, or organization it had the right to interfere, and exercised it, to its 
fullest extent, toward both. 

It is charged too, and it is true, that arms and munitions of war have been 
sent from the United States to Nicaragua. It is also true that, during the 
late European war, arms, munitions of war, and a large portion of their 
transport ships were furnished from the United States to the Allies; but 
it caused no complaint, on the part of Russia, as a violation of neutrality, 
and for the very good reason that it was a perfectly legitimate traffic, sanc- 
tioned by every principle of international law, subject only to the hazard of 
the seizure of the property, as contraband of war — a traffic which no Govern- 
ment, with the slightest pretensions of freedom to its citizens, or subjects, 
ever attempted to interdict. Precisely what the Government of the United 
States permitted toward the Allies, it has permitted toward Walker and 
because it had no power to prevent it toward either; and precisely what it 
prohibited toward the Allies, it has prohibited toward Walker, and because 
it was its right, and its duty to prohibit toward both. Having no power, 
under its own laws, or the laws of nations, to interfere with the shipment of 
arms to Walker, it indicates no sympathy with his cause by wc»«-interference. 
Gen^ Castilla is supposed to have had a large number of North Americans in 
his army when he made the successful revolution against the Government of 
Echenique, in Peru; those now in revolution against his (Castilla’s) Govern- 
ment have been furnished with arms by citizens of the United States. Do 
either of these facts indicate a sympathy on the part of that Government, 
either for or against, the Government of Castilla? or do they merely indicate 
freedom of person, and freedom of trade? 

It is charged too that the line of steamers between New York and San 
Francisco, making the transit of the Isthmus through Nicaragua, was al- 
lowed to be freely used by Walker for the transportation of troops from both 
those points. In reply to this charge it is only necessary to state the fact, 
that Walker has seized their ships, confiscated their property, and annuled 
their charter. Is this an act toward a friend and instrument, or an enemy? 

It is a fact recently made public that Walker accredited a Minister to 
England, with private instructions to solicit the aid of that Government in 
building up a strong Power in Central America, and Mexico, combined, that 
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fact be reconciled with the charge that that Government is violating its duties 
and obligations in giving him aid and support? 

But all these circumstances and explanations, conclusive as they are, are 
trivial, when compared with one great fact, which must be regarded as irre- 
sistible against the charge of the Ministers of Costa Rica, which charge, 
stated in plain terms, is that the Government of the United States is 
aiding Walker to make the conquest of Nicaragua with a view to its annexa- 
tion. The language of the note clearly indicates this, and aside from this 
motive, none can exist for the alleged participation in his operations. The 
conclusive fact referred to is, that even if Walker meets with perfect success, 
that success cannot ensue, in any event, to the benefit of the United States, because 
they have voluntarily, entirely, and forever, precluded themselves from exercising 
any jurisdiction, or sovereignty in the country. This fact shown and known, 
and they must stand confessedly above suspicion. In the year 1850 the 
Government of the United States entered into a treaty with Great Britain, 
in which they mutually bound each other, that neither party would ever 
“occupy, fortify, colonize, or exercise any dominion, in any part of Central 
America”. The language in which the treaty was written does not afford 
other words so strong and unequivocal with which to express the entire and 
permanent exclusion of both parties from the territory named. To this 
treaty the Government of the United States was neither coei'ced, or urged; 
but on the contrary invited, urged, and at length induced, the Government of 
Great Britain to join in the obligation of entire exclusion, What justice then 
is there in the allegation, or ground even for the suspicion, that the United 
States have designs upon Central America? Entertaining such designs, 
would they have voluntarily added, to the necessary obstacles in the way of 
their accomplishment, the necessity of violating a solemn treaty with Great 
Britain, and the consequent necessity of a war with the strongest maritime 
Power of the world? The supposition is impossible, and the conclusion 
irresistible, that in 1850 the United States had no designs upon Central 
America. 

But hostility, in its pertinacity, may still suggest that the alleged designs 
have had their origin since that date. To this suggestion subsequent events 
connected with that treaty afford an answer, equally conclusive. After the 
ratification of the treaty the Government of Great Britain still continued to 
retain possession of, and to exercise jurisdiction over, territory in Central 
America; against this violation of the treaty the Government of the United 
States remonstrated; but Great Britain persisted, claiming that the treaty 
did not require them to abandon existing possessions, but only precluded 


annul me treaty, and leave tlie United btates free to take advantage of the 
present condition of Central America, in carrying out a system of occupation 
and colonization in that country. To that proposition no other Senator 
assented; and, instead of seizing upon this favorable and justifiable oppor- 
tunity for relieving itself from its obligations of exclusion, the Government of 
the United States insisted, even to the very point of war, upon holding Great 
Britain, and consequently itself, firmly to those obligations. Thus in 1856, 
as well as in 1850, these alleged designs of the United States vanish before the 
light of truth — mere spectres, conjured up by the magic wand of the spirit of 
detraction, inspired by jealousy and hate. 

The determined attitude assumed by the Government of the United States 
has at length induced Great Britain to yield, and to surrender, to the States 
of Central America, the important territories of which they had been de- 
prived ; and nearly at the same date, when the Ministers of Costa Rica pencil 
their libel against the Government of the United States, the Minister of 
Honduras was generously making acknowledgments for the assistance and 
supports which the same Government had rendered to his State in the 
recovery of its territory. 

While the Government of the United States is thus standing as the cham- 
pion of the principle of the inviolability of Central America — using all its 
constitutional powers at home — and hazarding too, a conflict, fearful in its 
consequences, with a foreign Power, in the maintenance of this principle — the 
aspersions, and the calumnies contained in the note of the Ministers of 
Costa Rica should have eminated from any other source sooner than from a 
State comprised within the limits of that same Central America. 

Without entering upon a defence of Walker, the question very naturally 
and forcibly presents itself, whether the chief burthen of censure should fall 
upon him, or upon those citizens of Nicaragua who, taking up arms against 
the Government of their own country, invited aliens to come and aid them in 
its prostration? All large commercial cities contain a population composed, 
in part, of men unoccupied, restless, and adventurous; of such cities, and men 
the United States have their share; and if men of position, rank, and wealth, 
in neighboring States, bound by the sacred obligations of society and of citi- 
zenship, disregard those obligations — rebel against their Government — and 
invite, by large rewards, that population to their standard, can it be a matter 
of surprise that they, restrained by no such obligations, and enjoying no such 
favors of fortune, should yield to the temptation thus presented? And on 
which should impartial justice fix the responsibility for the mischiefs that 
ensue? Surely not entirely upon the latter, nor in any degree, upon the 
people, or the Government of the country which they have been thus 
induced to leave. All history is replete with teachings of the dangers of 


stranger. 

The undersigned feels that an apology is due to His Excellency, the Minis- 
ter, for the length of this communication; but the charges against his Gov- 
ernment, contained in the note upon which he has commented, although 
briefly stated, apply to a long series of acts, extending through a long series 
of years, and he could not do justice to his own feelings, or to his Govern- 
ment, without refering to them and explaining them at length. 

If there is one feeling, paramount, and stronger than all others, influencing 
the Government of the United States in its foreign intercourse, it is, that the 
Republics of America, South and North, should stand together as a fraternity 
of States, encouraging, aiding, and sustaining each other in the experiment 
of self-government of which this new world is the theater; for, watched, and 
opposed, as it is insidiously, in its development, by the Despotisms of the 
Old world, their united efforts will be necessary — perhaps not sufficient — 
for its success. Representing that feeling, and deeply impressed with the 
importance of those fraternal relations, the undersigned has felt impelled to 
the effort to counteract the impressions, and thus prevent the estrangement, 
which the note of the Minister of Costa Rica is calculated to produce; and in 
these considerations he begs His Excellency, the Minister, to find, both the 
motive for this communication, and the necessity for its length. 

But the undersigned is unwilling to close without an expression of gratifi- 
cation, that His Excellency, the Minister of Exterior Relations, in his reply 
to the Ministers of Costa Rica ^ while he concured with them in deprecating 
the condition of Nicaragua, refrained from uniting with them, in ascribing it 
to the ambition, or bad faith of the Government of the United States. Upon 
this friendly indication, and upon the fact that the Government of Bolivia 
has been ever uniform, and unchanging, in its manifestations of friendship 
toward the United States, the undersigned founds the confident hope that, 
in the proposed Congress, the influence of Bolivia may be exerted to remove 
any unfounded impressions, or prejudices which may exist against his Gov- 
ernment; and to prepare the way for a cordial union of all the American 
Republics — of the South — of the Center — of the North — animated by one 
thought, and one feeling — that of carrying forward, to a successful issue, the 
experiment of the capacity of man for the continuous enjoyment of rational 
liberty and self-government, which has so often failed, terminating in the 
various stages of anarchy, licentiousness and Despotism. When the Spanish 
American States were battling manfully for their independence the Govern- 
ment of the United States interposed its arm, even then not weak, and held 
^ See note r, below, this part, doc. 419, p. 60. 


DacK oiner naiions ol li^urope trom going to the aid ot bpain in the re-conquest 
of its ( olonies — that act, at that critical moment, was decisive of the result, 
and gave the C’ontinent to freedom. Events may again, at any time, occur, 
when merely the moral power of some one section may be conclusive in sus- 
taining the Republican institutions, or the integrity of another; and the 
undersigned does not allow himself to doubt that Bolivia, devoted as it is to 
those institutions will exert its influense for the preservation of such relations, 
between all the Republics of America, as may permit and induce the friendly 
exercise of such sustaining moral power, whenever circumstances may 
require it. 

His h'xcellency, the Minister, will please accept [etc.]. 
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John W. Da7ia, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 33 La Paz, February 28, i8yy. 

Sir: As instructed in despatch No. ii,^ and as the Department was ad- 
vised by mine, No. 31,'' I addressed a communication to the Government of 
Bolivia on the 15^'* of Nov. last on the subject of the “Declaration” of the 
Congress of Paris in relation to maritime law, a copy of which note accom- 
panied despatch No. 31. Although much time has passed since its date I 
have received no reply. In a recent No. of a newspaper of this city how- 
ever, I have seen a correspondence between the Government of New Granada 
and that of Bolivia on that subject, in which the Minister of the former Gov- 
ernment, after stating the four principles of the “Declaration” and noticing 
some of the objections which have been made to the first, expresses its assent 
to them all, and then remarks that the object of his communication is not to 
ask the assent of the Government of Bolivia to the “Declaration”, but to 
invite it to give still greater weight to what humanity and civilization de- 
mand by uniting its vote with that of New Granada in favor of making the 
freedom of the .seas in their innocent use a principle without limitation, as 
expressed in the few words — the inviolability of inoffensive property. 

"It would seem to I)e honorable and useful for the Spanish American Republics to 
adopt in concert and in a solemn manner, as their doctrine and law of maritime rights 
in time of war, the above enunciated principle, applying it to all the property of non- 
combatant citizens or subjects of the enemy, by the way of completing the four points 
of the "Declaration” of Paris with regard to all the nations which admit them. The 
undersigned. Minister of Exterior Relations, has been directed to present these indica- 
tions to the consideration of the Government of Bolivia and to inform it that his Govern- 
ment will, on the next assembling of the Legislative Body, present them as the basis of 
a law uDon the subject.” 
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Paris, and closes by expressing the direct assent of his Government to the 
proposal of New Granada , — “the inviolability of inoffensive property" , with 
the promise to submit the subject to the consideration of the next Congress. 
The note from the Government of New Granada is dated Sept. 20, 1856, and 
the reply Jany. 23, 1857. This proposed amendment of the “Declaration” 
of Paris goes beyond that suggested by the Government of the United 
States, inasmuch as it renders universal and obligatory the principle, which of 
late years has to a certain extent been regarded in practice, of I'especting 
private property on the land. It appears from a part of the New Granada 
note, not copied above, that that Government has incorporated this principle 
of respect for private property both on sea and land to its fullest extent in 
treaties with the neighboring States, even providing for the non-interruption 
of commerce between them in the event of war; one of these treaties dates 
as far back as 1842. This correspondence throws no light upon the question 
of what would be the treatment of our privateers in their respective ports in 
the event of the non-amendment and our ultimate dissent from the “Dec- 
laration,” 

There has also been published here recently a correspondence between the 
Government of Costa Rica and that of Bolivia in which the Minister of the 
former alludes in the most offensive terms to the United States, in the an- 
nexation of Texas, the invasion of Mexico, and the occupation of California — 
representing the events now ocurring in Nicaragua as but another scene in the 
same sad drama, and inviting Bolivia, with all the other Spanish American 
States, to a general Congress for the considerations of these outrages. The 
reply of the Government of Bolivia deprecates the condition of Nicaragua 
and assents to the proposition for a Congress, but without indulging in the 
offensive language towards the Government of the United States. The 
note of the Ministers of Costa Rica indicates that the invitation has been 
extended to all the Spanish American States — probably in the same offensive 
terms; but as it possibly may not have been published in other countries as 
here, and therefore may not have reached the Department I transmit here- 
with a translation of extracts marked A. and of Extracts from the reply of 
Bolivia marked B} Considering the official origin of these calumnies against 
1 The extracts of the correspondence referred to are as follows: 

John W. Dana, United Stales Minister Resident in Bolivia, to seHor don Carlos Bridoux 

La Paz, November j, xSjS- 

My Dear Sir: Having returned from out of town but a short time before the depar- 
ture of the post,_ I must reply in great haste to your esteemed favor of the 26'-'^ ult., 
covering the project for navigation of the rivers of Bolivia. 

I regard the proposal as objectionable on many accounts. 

1“*^ The Co. obligate themselves only, to open to navigation, and to navigate the Beni 
and its tributaries, virtually leaving the Mamore to their subsequent pleasure. The 
chief obstructions on the Beni are the falls at its mouth: while on the Mamore th»>ro are 
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a series of obstructions, extending from its point of junction with the Beni a long dis- 
tance upward. In fact the obstructions in the Mamore, which they avoid, are more 
serious than those in the Madeira before reaching the Beni, and in the Beni combined, 
which they undertake. And these are left for Bolivia to grapple with, after having 
parted with a portion of its lands — an indefinite amount of its revenues — and the right 
even to reach them through the Madeira. They select the route which would least 
benefit Bolivia, and be most profitable to themselves, because costing the least to pre- 
pare it, and leave the great route which Bolivia requires to be prepared, if at all, by Bo- 
livian resources already rendered inadequate by the large concessions to them. Per- 
haps it may be answered that, having reached the junction of the Beni and the Mamore, 
they would voluntarily remove the obstructions, and extend their operations up the 
latter river, for the purpose of commanding its productions and commerce. But it 
shoulcl be considered, that, having reached the mouth of the Mamore; and having the 
exclusive use of the waters below; they have secured the control of its productions 
and commerce, just as fully as if they removed the obstructions, and extended their line 
to the sources of that river. They have no other outlet and must come to them, and 
it would be to them a matter of indifference whether they came by cheap and easy 
steam transportation, pr by the present expensive modes; but to Bolivia it is a question 
of vital interest. Bolivia never should grant, for an hour, the exclusive navigation of 
the Madeira, unless by doing so, it secures positively the navigation of the Mamore 
and the Beni, especially of the former; because if it grants that exclusive navigation, 
merely to secure the navigation of the one, it virtually closes the door, at the same time, 
against the navigation of the other, during the whole term of that concession — that is, 
if it grants the exclusive navigation of the Madeira and the Beni for 99 years, without 
positively stipulating for the navigation of the Mamore, the Mamore must continue 
for that 99 years without steam communication, because those who hold the grant will 
not have sufficient motive to improve it, and no other Co. could come through the 
Madeira to do so. 

The grant of the exclusive use of the rivers to any company is objectionable, as, 
during the continuance of the grant, it gives, to a certain extent, the control of the 
productions and of the markets of the country to that Co., by destroying competition. 
It may however be necessary, in the circumstances of Bolivia, to make such a grant as a 
remuneration for the expense of rendering its rivers navigable: but 99 years is a term 
altogether too long, even if that was the only remuneration for making navigable both 
the Beni and the Mamore. It is a question of vast importance to Bolivia whether it 
will make itself subject to that monopoly and control for 20 or 30 years, or for 99 years. 
3‘‘ The amount of land which the Co. would be able to secure is vague and uncertain, 
because wherever they saw fit to make a road; there they would be entitled to land; 
and they would see fit to make a road wherever they found land which they desired. 

The Co. entitle themselves to one half the duties not only on the imports and ex- 
ports through the Beni, but also on those through the Mamore, even though they do not 
expend a dollar to improve its navigation or facilitate its transportation — and is the 
Government prepared to part at once for 99 years, with half the revenues to be derived 
from duties on tne goods which may be Imported, and on the productions which may 
be exported through the Amazon? — within one fourth that time a large proportion of the 
imports and exports of the country will probably be by that route: and thus the Govern- 
ment may find Itself in the humiliating and embarrassing position of sharing its principal 
revenues with a foreign Co. 

s'-'' The concessions required, in exclusive navigation, land, and duties, are altogether 
beyond the value of the obligations assumed. I have no doubt but concessions of half 
their value, and not half so burthensome to Bolivia, would induce a Co. in the United 
States to assume the obligations which they propose. You know that when we con- 
fered this subject, at a former time, we thought that 21 years of exclusive use of the 
rivers, connected with grants of land, might be sufficient. 

6“^ They do not oblimle themselves to navigate the tributaries of La Plata, but require 
Bolivia to give them the preference in any negotiation on that subject — this gives them 
entire control over those waters, and renders the Government subject to any terms 
which they may impose, for no other Co. would incur the necessary expense and trouble 
of investigating the subject and making estimates and proposals, which would only be 
made the basis of a contract with that Co. 
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In fact it seems to me that a just regard for the interests of Bolivia as a whole, and 
especially of that portion of it drained by the Mamore, must induce you to advise the 
rejection of these proposals. I feel assured that if the Government will send you to the 
United States, with proposals making half the concession which these require, you will 
succeed in organizing a Co. which will assume the obligations desired. Or if they do 
not wish to make proposals, let them send, as I once before suggested, to the United 
States for an engineer, to make an accurate estimate of the cost of the improvements 
necessary, and then you go to the United States, with his report, and get proposals from 
a Co. there. You may depend upon it that this subject of iinproving and navigating 
rapid, shoal, and obstructed rivers and of opening new countries, is better understood, 
and can be accomplished more advantageously and less expensively, by people of the 
United States than by any other. 

I am well aware that there is a feeling in Bolivia (and it may influence the Govern- 
ment) against the immigration from the United States. But immigration does not 
necessarily follow from a mere contract to improve and navigate its rivers. We w;ant 
no emigration from the United States; our policy is to retain and employ our population; 
but we would gladly have the benefit of the concessions which the Government might 
make for the improvement and navigation of its rivers, and the commerce resulting 
therefrom. As to immigration and colonization, even upon the lands conceded to a 
Co. — of those matters the Government might retain entire control. 

Again I say let the Government reject or suspend these proposals, and send you 
to the United States, either before or after the report of an engineer, to carry or to 
obtain proposals, and I assure you that Bolivia will be largely the gainer by the 
operation. 

I have been under the necessity of writing in so great haste that I should have no 
hope of having made myself understood, were it not for the fact of your familiarity with 
the subject, and for the additional fact, which affords me much pleasure, that your 
views so nearly correspond with those which I have so imperfectly expressed. 

Will you have the goodness to give me the conclusions at which you finally arrive 
upon this subject; and if (as I presume you will) you advise the Government to 
reject these proposals, I should be happy to have your views in relation to further 
movements. 

With high respect [etc.]. 

A. Note from the Ministers of Costa Rica to Juan de la Cruz Benavenle, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Bolivia. 

[extracts, translation] 

Lima, December zj, iSfd. 

Sir: The sad events of which the Republic of Nicaragua has been the theatre, and 
which for more than a year have occupied the attention of all civilized Governments, 
have involved the destinies of all the States of Central America united by strong bonds 
to the people of Nicaragua who are the spoils of foreign adventurers. 

It is a long time since the first scenes of the sad drama now being represented in 
Nicaragua first developed themselves, in the annexation of Texas, in the invasion of 
Mexico, and in the occupation of California; from that time, to all Americans who have 
a Spanish origin, these attrocious acts should be apparent, which, infringing every 
principle of the various rights of man and of society, have consummated the most 
tyrannical and scandalous deeds of vandal filibustering. Such usurpation ought to 
produce, as in fact it has produced, the most grievous impression upon the minds of all 
the Governments of the new world of Columbus; and to this impression has followed the 
most just indignation against the invaders, and the most noble enthusiasm in the defense 
of the independence and liberty of all the nations which people the Spanish American 
continent. This enthusiasm so general and uniform has united all the people of Colum- 
bus in one feeling and one thought, the thought of union and the feeling of fraternity to 
represent that union in a positive manner. 

People who have a common origin, who profess the same religion, who have the same 
language and customs, and finally who are united by the same social interests, it is 
natural that they associate themselves, and in hours so solemn as the present, represent 
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to a long series of important events, to which I could only reply by giving 
their actual history, my communication consequently occupied much space 
— so much that I have not time to furnish a copy for the Department before 
the departure of the steamer post, to day. By the next steamer I will 
endeavor to comply with that duty. 

The comment here upon this correspondence in well informed circles and 
of some who are near the Government is, (as the Costa Rica note clearly 
indicates) that the intention is to organise an alliance of the Spanish Ameri- 
can States on the basis of hostility to the United States; and that an effort 
will be made in the Congress to induce Spain to relinquish her rights in 
Cuba, making it a free State, under guarantees against its annexation to the 
United States. Probably European influences are at work in the organiza- 
tion of this Congress, with a view to strengthen the prejudices and ill-feeling 
which unfortunately are already so deep rooted, and under these influences 
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lies, have the honor to ask your attention for the purpose of realizing the unanimous wish 
of all the Spanish Americas. 

Here follows a discussion In relation to the proper place for the meeting of the pro- 
posed^ Congress, and the note closes with a proposal that it meet at the Capital of Costa 
Rica in the month of May 1857. 

B. Note from Juan de la Crus Benavente, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bolivia, in 

reply to the above 
[extracts, translation] 

Lima, January 23, iSS7- 

SlR: I have had the honor to communicate &ct. , . . My Government has seen with 
sufficient indignation that portion of it (the note above) which refers to the scandalous 
vandalism of the North American filibusters in Nicaragua, and also with much pleasure 
that which invites it to give life to the sentiment of the Liberator by a union of an Ameri- 
can Congress in the capital of Costa Rica. 

My Government has had many occasions, so difficult has It always^ been to bring 
together the South American States, to observe that species of ill agreed Isolation which 
deprives them of the advantage of presenting at a given moment the power of common 
action, which would be as invincible as are the unquestioned principles upon which 
they have based their political independence. 

South America, in a great measure occupied in solving those frequent internal 
questions which are a necessary consequence of the transision from a colonial to a 
democratic state, appears not only to be the victim of the troubles which the discordent 
ambition of some of its sons daily occasion, but in the weakness in which some of the 
States continue, to the mournful fjenefit of the political parties which disturb the public 
peace, has come at length to be, in some sections, the object of foreign ambition. If it 
was necessary to exhibit a proof of this the Ministers to whom I address myself have 
written it already — it consists in the actual condition of Nicaragua. 

The Government of Bolivia laments with all sincerity a condition so defective — it 
considers it not only a high duty but also an honor to contribute to its termination-^ 
and as the most effectual means of accomplishing it are combined in a union of an Ameri- 
can Congress which may put an end to the present difficulties, it accepts the invitation 
which it has received from the Ministers in the name of their illustrious Government 
to meet in the capital of Costa Rica. . . . 

See above, this part, doc. 418. 



dation. 

With high respect [etc.]. 
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John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 34 La Paz, March 13, 1857. 

Sir: With my former despatch (No 33)2 1 forwarded translations of portions 
of a recent correspondence between the Governments of Costa Rica and 
Bolivia,® and advised the Department that, with my next, I would transmit 
a copy of my reply to the offensive allusions to the Government of the 
United States contained in the Costa Rica note. That copy, marked A, 
accompanies this despatch, but for convenience under a separate cover.'' I 
am obliged here to write entirely from recollection of past events, and from 
newspaper accounts of those which are now occuring; but I believe that the 
statements contained in my reply are in the main correct, and trust that the 
views therein expressed may meet the approval of my Government. 

Since the date of that communication, I learn that this Government has 
received a note from that of New Granada on the subject of Central Ameri- 
can affairs, and replied to it by the last steamer. This con-espondence has 
not been published, but a friend, who has seen the reply, informs me, that he 
judges from it, that the note of New Granada is similar in its character to 
that of Costa Rica, although it does not refer to the proposed Congress of 
Spanish American Republics. Probably the New Granada note was dated 
before the invitation from Costa Rica was received. 

I see from an article, copied by the papers of this City from a Chili paper, 
that the Ministers of Costa Rica are there, conferring with that Government 
in relation to Central American affairs. The writer of the article expresses 
ignorance of what the Government may do, but makes an earnest appeal to 
the people for a general subscription in aid of the Central, against the North- 
Americans; and urges a confederacy of the Spanish American States for 
purposes of protection against aggrission from the North. 

A late No. of the Government paper of this City contains an article com- 
paring the United States to Rome of old, conqering, annexing, and absorb- 
ing, all within their reach; and recommending entire non-intercourse, as the 
only safe policy for the weaker States. This is precisely the comparison, 
and the reason, which the late President, Belzu, gave to a friend, for refusing 
to make a commercial treaty with the United States; though to me, of course, 
the Government gave other reasons. 


sonally by the Government and people here, and even frankness of inter- 
course exists; but that very frankness gives me possion [possession?] of their 
real feelings and opinions of my country, and those are, that its aggresive 
policy embraces the whole continent, and that no part of it is, at any mo- 
ment, safe from its ambitious designs — a denial of this policy is always re- 
ceived with astonishment and incredulity. They seem as firmly impressed, 
as were the ancient Astec, with the idea of the advent of a superior race, but 
who they are, and whence they come, is not, as with them, a mystery. 

The feeling here, is, I believe, the general feeling, with some few intelligent 
exceptions, throughout Spanish America. And this jealousy and apprehen- 
sion, on the part of another, and a weaker race, is not surprising when we 
consider the immense and valuable territories already obtained by the 
stronger from the weaker — the war with, and the prostration of Mexico by 
our arms — the long continued efforts to acquire Cuba — the troubles in New- 
Granada — and lastly, the present occurrences in Nicaragua — all events 
which, properly understood, give no foundation for these jealousies; but re- 
ceived and viewed as they are through the medium and coloring of the 
luiropean press, (their only source of information in relation to us) they are 
naturally, and even justly regarded as perfect outrages upon the rights of 
States. The note of C'osta Rica ^ expresses the general sentiment — we are 
looked upon as aggressors and oppressors, instead of being regarded, as we 
ought, as guardians and protectors. This feeling has deprived us entirely of 
the political influence which similarity of institutions would naturally give 
us — has thrown obstacles in the way of the extension of our enterprise and 
commerce — and now, under the furor of hate which Nicaraguan events 
inspire, threatens a general alliance based exclusively upon hostility to us, 
our interests and designs, whether real or imaginary. 

I believe that the existence of this state of things to a limited extent, has 
been understood at home for sometime, and that the improvement of our 
relations with the South American States has been an object of solicitude 
with the Government; but notwithstanding its efforts, an unfavorable com- 
bination of circumstances, and European intrigues, have from day to day 
rendered matters worse and worse ; and the question seriously arises, is there 
no remedy which we can interpose? In reply to, and in connection with this 
question, I propose to submit certain views, some of a special, others of a 
more general nature, in relation to South America; but as their presentation 
will require more time than is left me before the departure of the steam-post 
I reserve them for another despatch. 

With high respect [etc.]. 

^ See above, this part, note l, doc. 419, p. 60. 
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formed, from a source upon which I can entirely rely, that the Government 
here received yesterday a communication from that of Chili, expressing its 
acceptance of the proposal for a Congress of the Spanish American Re- 
publics,^ and its determination to exert all its powers in the expulsion of the 
North Americans from Nicaragua; and urging the Government of Bolivia to 
a like acceptance, and a like effort. Probably these movements may be 
communicated to the Department much earlier from other Legations less 
distant than this; but as it is possible that the same publicity may not be 
given to them elsewhere as here I prefer to take the chance of giving infornici- 
tion long since received, than that of the Government remaining uninformed 
upon the subject. 

It is probable that the acceptance by Bolivia, and by Chili, undoubtedly 
acting in concert with Peru, of the proposal for a Congress will be conclusive 
in favor of its assembling; and it is probable too that the efforts of the Spanish 
American States, thus combined, will be conclusive of the expulsion of 
Walker and his associates from Nicaragua, if he is sustained alone by 
individual effort. 

The Department will please permit the suggestion, from a point of view 
entirely Spanish American, that the Government of the United States 
should, by some movement, act, or declaration, place itself, before hand, 
above all suspicion of sympathy or complicity with his cause, or take meas- 
ures openly to sustain it that it should relieve itself, in advance, from the 
future discredit of an unsuccessful forray upon a neighboring State, or boldly 
give it success and character as a conquest. Without some previous act on 
our part to remove the impression, the expulsion of Walker by the proposed 
alliance would be ever regarded as a defeat of our attempted aggression, and 
a triumph over our policy of extension — a defeat, and a triumph, which 
would only encourage to future hostile movements. That the contest is 
regarded as in reality with the United States, or against United States in- 
trigues, and not merely with an unsupported North American filibuster, is 
evinced by the note of invitation,^ and by the assembling of the Congress; 
such an imposing national movement against unaided individual effort 
would have been regarded by the parties as beneath their dignity, and the 
measures of protection to Nicaragua would have assumed some other form. 
The actual idea upon which this demonstration is based is, that the United 

1 Despatches, Bolivia, vol. i. ^ Above, this part, doc. 420. 

3 See note I, above, this part, doc. 41 9, p. 60. ‘’Seenotei, above, this part, doc. 419, p.6o. 




pctj. K.y XIX xxxuv^iV^Ol, XlX VV CilJVCl O OUL.L.CSO, UUL; UicXL lJ.<aVJHl^ 

publicly committed themselves to his cause, they will forego their intentions, 
at least for the present, when they see the determination of all Spanish 
America to resist him. We may feel entirely conscious of having no con- 
nexion with Walker, or sympathy with his cause; but however conscious we 
may be the opposite is as generally, and as fully believed as if we had ofiicially 
made public that connexion and sympathy; and it ever will be believed, 
unless we produce a different impression before his cause becomes a public 
failure. I'his might perhaps be done by a communication to the Govern- 
ment of Costa Rica, in reply to the allegations against the Government of 
the United States contained in its note of invitation, (and charges of so grave 
a nature would seem of themselves to demand a rebuke, or explanation, or 
both combined), stating our precise position and intentions towards Nicara- 
gua, and requesting that it be layed before the Congress, as the note contain- 
ing those allegations formed the basis for its meeting. The Costa Rica note, 
with the Bolivian reply, was published here in the official paper, and the 
translation of extracts which accompanied my despatch No. 33 ^ can be 
relied upon as accurate, if the note entire has not been received from any 
other source." vSuch a communication would at least indicate a respect for 
the opinions of the States represented, and might thus have a good effect 
upon our Spanish American relations generally; and besides, if this alliance 
is to occupy Nicaragua some understanding with, or notice to, them in rela- 
tion to our transit rights would be necessary, unless a collision is regarded as 
desirable. As I remarked before, these suggestions are exclusively from a 
Spanish American standpoint, and they may be all absurd when the subject 
is viewed from the meridian of Washington. 

With high respect [etc.]. 
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John W, Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States 

No. 36 La Paz, March 25, 1857. 

Sir: In despatch No. 34 * I refered to the unfavorable relations existing 
between us and the Spanish American States arising from their apprehensions 
of our aggressions, and proposed to submit in a subsequent despatch certain 
views, some of a special, others of a more general nature, connected with the 
subject of a remedy for this evil. But before proceeding I must remark that 
it is with the utmost delicacy I attempt suggestions to a Government over 
^ Above, this part, cloc. 419. 

^ The translation of extracts from the notes mentioned is in note i, above, this part, doc. 


be pardoned to the deep interest in South American affairs as connected with 
our own which has been excited by several years of residence and observation 
here, in the very heart of the continent. 

I assume, in the first place, that the United States have no intention of 
extending their possessions further in Spanish America, of course excepting 
the islands of the Gulf. This assumption or opinion seems well sustained by 
the fact, which I believe exists, that in our treaty of peace with Mexico we 
voluntarily bound ourselves not to receive into the Union any of its revolting 
States — by the fact that we bound ourselves with Great Britain never to 
exercise any dominion in any part of Central America — and by the fact that 
when that Power violated the treaty, and by its construction rendered it, in 
its operation upon itself, a nullity, we refrained from annulling it on our part, 
and from making ourselves free to take advantage of the present condition of 
things in pursuing a system of occupation and colonization in that country. 
Having thus deprived ourselves of the right, voluntarily, of acquiring adja- 
cent territory in Mexico, and territory in Central America so important in a 
commercial view, of course we can have no wish for that which is more dis- 
tant, and which affords none of the facilities for transit which the Isthmus 
offers. 

I assume too, that it is the fixed policy of the United States to enforce the 
Monroe doctrine in relation to European colonization on this continent. 
This assumption rests upon the fact that this doctrine has been announced 
by Prest. Monroe, and various of his successors, and when announced has 
elicited general approval, with but slight indications of opposition — upon 
the fact that in the recent correspondence with Great Britain it was urged as 
a ground for her exclusion from Central America — and upon the fact that it 
received the general, though not unanimous, approval of the late Democratic 
Convention, and that too, without meeting the unfavorable comment which 
other principles there announced called forth. 

Regarding then, for the reasons above stated, the non-extension of our 
territory toward the South upon the Continent as the fixed policy of the 
United States, and the maintenance of the Monroe doctrine a policy cciually 
fixed, I propose that the two principles be made the basis of our relations 
with the Spanish American States — that is, that we enter with them into 
treaty obligations, that the one will never relinquish any portion of territory 
to European Powers, and that the other will aid in resisting any European 
acquisition; incorporating, at the same time, a declaration in relation to our 
own intentions, so unequivocal as will allay all apprehensions of our own 
aggressions. 

I am aware that the objection at once suggests itself, that this would be 
a violation of the rule, which has so long, and so safely guided us, of avoiding 


rule of sacred origin, it is necessary to guard that, in our reverence for it, 
we do not run into the opposite extreme, perhaps equally dangerous, of a 
cold, indifferent policy, calculated to exclude us from the circle of the sym- 
pathies of the world. Whether it is because we have already gone to that 
extreme, or whether it is the result of accidental circumstances, it cannot be 
doubted that, from some cause, we now occupy that isolated position. 
Probably there is not a Government, strong or weak, on the face of the Globe 
but what looks upon us with hatred; Russia perhaps, should be made an 
exception, but if so its sympathy is probably stimulated by English hostility. 

But is the proposed measure, in reality, a violation of the rule in question? 
If we, having no policy of our own connected with the subject, at the solicita- 
tion of one of the South American States, should consent to guaranty the 
integrity of its territory against European aggression, it would, undoubtedly, 
be a gross violation of this tule; but having a policy of our own, having de- 
termined to resist European colonization, the entering into the mutual 
obligations proposed is not a lending of ourselves to their purposes, is not an 
alliance entangling us with their interests, but, instead, it is only securing 
their aid and co-operation, in what we had ^predetermined, even alone to do. 
The assuming of such obligations, under such circumstances, is not then a 
violation of the rule in question. The Clayton and Bulwer treaty is clearly, 
to the same extent, obnoxious to the same objection, in addition to the grave 
one, that its guarantees of protection are a gratuitous interference with 
States not parties to the treaty. By giving the guarantee of territorial 
integrity directly to the parties interested, we avoid the last objection, and 
manifest a just regard for their honor and dignity — points in relation to 
which these small States are exceedingly sensitive. 

But, whatever may be the objections or their force, it cannot be doubted 
that the measure would perfectly accomplish the object proposed — it would 
snatch from their hands, at once, this vast field of European intrigue against 
us, and remove one great motive for the misrepresentations of their press — 
it would forever put at rest all apprehensions here, of our aggressive policy, 
and place us in the position of protectors against the aggressions of others 
— in fine it would establish a community of interests from which must in- 
evitably, and spontaneously spring the most cordial and intimate social, 
commercial, and political relations. Such a result is so obvious, that it is 
unnecessary to dwell upon it; and the only question is, whether its benefits 
are commensurate with the means proposed for its attainment. 

Having considered the objections to, and the specific object of, the 
measure proposed, I will now pass to its more general, and perhaps even 
more important bearings. The Monroe doctrine has been announced so 
oftpn. And with ro mnrh of Aiithnritv. that, as we now stand, we cannot. 


Government, which is necessary to carry it abroad as the fixed policy of the 
country. In disregard of it, Great Britain has been uniformly extending its 
encroachments in Central America, and when we presented it for the purpose 
of checking them, we were told that it was the mere dictum of one man. It 
fails to exercise upon other Governments the influence of a settled policy, 
leaving them free to aggress, while it binds our own to resist their aggressions 
— a position upon the question precisely calculated, more than any other, 
to involve us in war. Our only safety is, to retrace our steps, or to advance. 
Great Britain, and it is of her future colonization in South America that I 
shall have occasion more particularly to speak, while we furnish the food for 
her spindles, and so much of the food for her labour; while we consume an- 
nually 150 millions in value of the productions of her labour — while this state 
of things continues. Great Britain is under bonds to us to keep the peace, 
the forfeiture of which is bankruptcy, without remedy at law or diplomacy. 
So long as these relations continue that Government will never adopt, from 
the first, a system of measures, with the knowledge that they will result in a 
collision with us; but, in the absence of that knowledge, it may adopt and 
pursue a given policy to a point, where if resisted, English doggedness would 
fight, even though ruin was the certain consequence. France has the same 
motives for peace with us, though in a much more limited degree, and, with 
that limitation upon her motives, she would shrink from a policy ncceSvSarily 
leading to war with us; but French pride and military enthusiasm would not 
permit her to recede from an adopted policy, when found that it must pro- 
duce that result. Our danger then is, not that we have asserted the Monroe 
doctrine — it is our only protection against European intrigues upon this 
continent — but that we have failed to assert it in that positive uneciuivocal 
manner, which is necessary to give it an influence over European councils. 
If plainly asserted, and understood in advance, so as to give direction to 
those councils, its objects would be peaceably attained; the only danger is in 
our present half-way position. 

If it is thus necessary more solemnly to re-assert it, what is the most effec- 
tive, and unobjectionable manner? One mode would be, the united declara- 
tion of the Executive and Legislative branches of the Government ; but this 
might be regarded as, and have the appearance of, an offensive threat to the 
World. Another mode is, the measure which I have proposed, of binding 
ourselves to each of the American States to aid them in resisting European 
colonization. These obligations we have a right to assume, and could as- 
sume them without giving offence in any quarter; and when assumed, there 
could be doubt or question of our intentions — even less than under the joint 
declaration above suggested. And, if it should ever become necessary to 
resist, bv force, Eurooean colonization, our moral nosition would Iw mnoh 
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intervention, without having secured this co-operation, we are liable, at 
any moment, to be thrown into the most ludicrous and unjustifiable posi- 
tions. ThCvse considerations tend to the conclusion, that the measure pro- 
posed is the most effective and unobjectionable mode of announcing to the 
world our determination to maintain the Monroe doctrine, and perhaps 
absolutely necessary to our safety in making that announcement. 

But the question arises, and should be considered; is there danger of 
further European attempts at colonization on this continent, the great points 
of transit between the two oceans having been secured against it? In answei'- 
ing this question, it will be necessary to examine the natural resources and 
productive capabilities of South America; as adapted to the wants of Europe, 
especially of England. And here I beg pardon, in advance, for anticipated 
length, for I enter upon an extended field, and upon a subject which I regard 
as of the most vital importance to the United States. During the present 
or the coming year there is no danger to be apprehended, probably none 
during the continuance of the present Administration, and perhaps none 
during the lifetime of those who are now interested in the direction of our 
public affairs; but I believe that whenever, be it sooner or later, the heart of 
this continent is exposed to foreign approach and inspection, whenever it is 
made accessible, by the opening of its rivers to navigation, it will present to 
some of the Euopean Nations, by meeting their peculiar wants, a stronger 
temptation to aggression, than was originally presented to the avarice 
of Spain, by the richness of the mines. It is well known, how indefatigably 
England has, for years, devoted research, labour, and capital to the object 
of obtaining a supply of cotton from other sources, and of thus diminishing 
her dependence upon the United States; and that in all thcvse efforts she has, 
hitherto, signally failed, having been unable to combine, in any one locality, 
the requisites of soil, climate, labour, and facilities for transportation. 
While this object remains unattained, with all her outward arrogance, she 
inwardly feels herself as but a growing dependency of the United States; 
and when an opportunity offers for the realization of this necessity to her 
independent existence, scarcely any obstacle, however great, will be sufficient 
to restrain her. The desires and efforts of France, though in a less degree, 
are in the same direction — the production of the raw material for her manu- 
factures of cotton ; and every nation of Europe is daily looking, with more 
and more interest, for independent sources of supply of that article. And. if 
they succeed in depriving us of the commercial control which our present 


monopoly of cotton gives us, and with it of the great basis of prosperity to 
our mercantile marine, we may find ourselves hereafter, as entirely excluded 
from the circle of commercial sympathies, as we now are from political. 

Whenever Brazil shall remove the chains which she has extended across 
the mouth of the Amazon, or whenever the spirit of progress shall break 
them, and the one, or the other event must soon occur, there will be rendered 
accessible an immense country, hitherto closed, traversed in every direction 
with navigable rivers, with a soil unsurpassed in richness, and, though 
tropical, affording every variety of climate, from extreme heat, to temperate 
cold. At various points, in all parts of this country, the Jesuits, early, 
established missions, and introduced the culture of the cotton; on their 
expulsion the missions and the cultivation were abandoned, but, so adapted 
are the soil and climate to its production, that it still grows wild in the utmost 
luxuriance. In addition to the ordinary varieties, I have seen a yellow 
cotton similar to the Nankin, but much richer in shade, the fabric from 
which has a lustre like silk. There can be no doubt of the perfect adaptation 
of both soil and climate to this cultivation ; the rivers afford at hand facilities 
for transportation ; and the only remaining element of successful production 
is labour. Although a tropical region, it possesses, as I have before remarked, 
every variety of climate, induced by the various accidents of elevation, of 
proximity and exposure to the perpetual snows of the Cordillaras [Cordilleras], 
and of the occurrence of uniform currents of air which the peculiar conforma- 
tion of the country, in many parts, produces. Such is the variety of climate, 
that probably the labourer from any part of the world could find here a home 
adapted, in this respect, or not doing violence, to his early habits. But I be- 
lieve the general impression, that the Indian of South America is not a good 
labourer, is not well founded ; or if well founded, the fact is not the result of 
natural characteristics of the man, but of his condition. Attached to the soil, 
but free from the obligation to constant labour which slavery imposes, deprived 
of the sure support and protection which slavery concedes, and deprived, 
too, of the hope of improving his condition, which inspires the free labourer 
of other countries — half slave, half freeman, he suffers all the evils of both 
conditions, and enjoys none of the benefits of either — and still he is a tolerably 
diligent and effective labourer; under the more favorable circumstances of 
free contract and direct pay he would be far more so. I am informed, by 
persons who have been engaged in the construction of most of the railways in 
South America, that they have employed the African, the Chinaman, the 
Irishman and the Indian, and that of all these, the Indian, especially the 
Chili Indian, was the best labourer. Therefore, the necessary labour for 
the production of cotton could be abundantly supplied by an emigration 


the profitable production of cotton — climate, soil, labour, and facilities for 
transportation — the precise condition which meets the necessities of the 
independent existence of Great Britain, and the increasing wants of universal 
Europe. 

The exclusive policy of Brazil has, up to this time, protected this desirable 
region from European aggression, and, in a great degree, from European 
practical knowledge. But when this exclusive policy yields, as it soon must, 
to the irresistible demands of commerce, what are the barriers to prevent the 
realization of this European necessity and want, by the occupation, coloniza- 
tion, and cultivation of this country? It may be said that there is no vacant 
territory open to colonization — that it is all, already, under the jurisdiction 
of existing, recognized States. But on examination it will be found, that 
the physical features of the country are no better adapted to meet British 
commercial and political wants, than is the peculiarity of the occupancy and 
title to the country adapted to a rich display of British Diplomacy, in all 
its varied shades, from the humble, canting, pious policy of philanthropic 
protection, up to the bolder, nobler strokes of Buchaneering robbery. The 
whole territory drained by the Amazon and all its tributaries, excluding a 
portion of that within the limits of Brazil, and excluding that upon the slopes 
and in the gorges of the Cordillaras, with a few unimportant exceptions, is 
occupied by tribes of Indians who recognise no obligations to the Govern- 
ments within whose limits the maps place their territory; and over whom 
those respective Governments neither exercise, or attempt jurisdiction. 
The same is true of the fine cotton country, further to the south, drained by 
the Paraguy and its tributaries, above Asuncion; a region equally important, 
but hitherto shut out from the world by the former exclusive policy of Rosas 
of Buenos Ayres, and the present similar policy of the Government of 
Paraguy. It is true that the maps assign all this territory to existing 
States : but it is also true that no two States agree in relation to their respec- 
tive limits. The Government of Brazil has, I believe, an open question of 
boundary and territory with every adjoining State; and I know of no State 
that has with its neighbor its limits defined. The large territory between 
the Bermejo and the Paraguy, south of the south line of Bolivia, as given by 
the maps, is claimed by the Argentine Republic, Paraguy and Bolivia. On 
this territory a French colony has recently been established by Paraguy, 
with a view to strengthening her title, by actual possession ; but it is said that 
the Government has not complied with the conditions of settlement, and 
that the colonists have applied to the Government of France for redress. 
Further up the river Paraguy a Company, composed of British subjects, 
and citizens of Hamburg, have a grant of a large territory from the Govern- 
ment of Bolivia, but they have as yet been excluded from its occupancy by 
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ment of Corrientes, below, is claimed by the A.rgentine Republic, and by 
Paraguy. The territory west of the river Madera [Madeira], (a tributary of 
the Amazon) which the maps assign to Peru, is claimed by Peru, and Bolivia. 
And these instances only afford an illustration of the unsettled condition 
of things. 

These conflicts, not of jurisdiction, but of right to future jurisdiction, 
arise from the vagueness and uncertainty of their titles: neither party can 
show a clear historical one against the other, and consequently they would all 
fail in establishing one against actual possession obtained by exterior intrud- 
ers. Such actual possession might, perhaps, be justly regarded as an equi- 
table bar against these vague titles, weakened, as they are, by the. absence 
of all acts of jurisdiction; at least, it would afford a more plausible title than 
those upon which most of the British exterior possessions rest. But, in 
addition to the facilities for the creation of outside titles, which this uncer- 
tainty and conflict afford, there is a most emphatic application to the state 
of facts here exhibited, in the half-expressed denial, by the Bari of C'larendon, 
of the ancient rule, in relation to Indian rights, which has governed all Powers 
in the settlement of America, and the half-expressed assertion, in its stead, 
of the Indian right of jurisdiction over territories which they occupy. So 
also the united denial, by the same high authority, of the legitimate descent 
of territorial rights, from the Parent Country to the revolted independent 
Colony, has a most marked application to the same subject. The recent 
Attorneyship, too, which the Government of England has accepted, for the 
collection of the debts of its subjects, though apparently a very humble duty, 
and indicating great care for their most minute interests, still has its other 
aspect, big with the extension of her possessions, in this, or any other direc- 
tion. The first notice of the acceptance of this attorneyship was to the owner 
of Cuba, and whenever it has been accepted hitherto, it has been against 
those who have desirable real-estate. Armed with this power, the Govern- 
ment may seize when it pleases, and even the best of titles is no protection. 
Nearly all the States, which claim the immense territory to which I have 
referred, are debtors to the subjects of that Government; and Ecuador has 
already, staid a levy upon her portion of this domain, by executing a mort- 
gage. It is a remarkable coincidence — perhaps nothing more- — that these 
three principles, so recently announced or hinted, and two of them so dis- 
turbing to everything hitherto regarded as settled, should be so perfectly 
applicable to the acquisition of territory so desirable. British Diplomacy 
can not ask a more fruitful field than this, for the creation of titles ; nothing 
is necessary, but to apply the various states of facts to the various principles 



England upon principles already laid down, and in its condition, inviting 
her accustomed intermeddling — a territory where she can build up a Colony, 
if not as extensive, more important and valuable than her Indian Empire — 
a territory on which she could not only secure her independence of us, 
but make herself our successful rival in the production of the great staple 
of the world — and hence, a territory which she will acquire, unless restrained 
by a certainty of a consequent war with us, and from which our vital inter- 
ests demand her exclusion, even though such a war be the consequence. 
Can it be said then, that the time has passed for apprehending European 
colonization on this continent? Can it be said, that the Monroe doctrine 
has served its purpose in the past, and is but an abstraction for the future? 
Can it be said, that there is no necessity for its enunciation in such solem 
[sic] form as will impress it, in advance, upon European councils? I believe 
the time is yet to come, but not far distant, for the full testing of its efficacy 
in securing the object for which it was designed; and that that test will not 
only involve those political considerations of safety to our institutions, 
which first induced its announcement, but also political considerations, 
now of still higher import — the continuance of our producing, and maritime 
and commercial, ascendency. 

If it is important to restore our political influence, and to establish, 
on a broad, immovable basis, political and commercial relations with Spanish 
America. — If there is danger of European colonization upon this continent, 
such as would disturb the successful working of Republican institutions; 
and of European production such as would deprive us of our control over 
the commerce of the world — If our duty and interests require us to prevent 
this colonization, at all hazards — If an unequivocal expression of our deter- 
mination to resist it will peacably prevent it — If this determination cannot 
safely be announced without, at the same time, securing the co-operation of 
the States interested — If these dangers can be averted, and these objects 
attained, by the proposed mutual guarantee of the territorial integrity of 
Spanish America, are the objections to such a measure sufficient to counter 
balance the advantages which it would secure? 

But there is still another question, of vast importance to the commercial 
world, and especially to the United States, which would be affected, and I 
believe brought to a vavorable issue, by the proposed guarrantee of terri- 
torial integrity. That question is the opening of the rivers of South America 
to exterior commerce. There can be no well founded doubt of the right of 
the states, through whose territory the navigable tributaries of the Amazon 
and La Plata flow, to use those rivers as the channel of transit of their 
productions to the ocean, either under their own flag, or that of other na- 
tions. The imoortance of this rierht. to the oarties interested, is as obvious. 
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marketable pnxluct of every part of the world; but, with all its i'ai>al)ililies, 
it is entirely valueless, except UvS a haunt for savaj^es, unless it c-an 1h‘ made 
accessible, and its productions transportable, throui^h the rivers to the ocean. 
Every Republic in South America, excepting' perhaps ('hili, has, to a ij;reati'r 
or less extent, similar territory, similarly situated. 'The ( '.ovt'rnmenls of 
these Republics know, and sensibly fetd, the importance^ of their natural 
rights to the use of these rivers to the ocean; but still llu'y are indidVrent, 
and hesitate in demanding it, because they feed, too, that, in opening l!u‘ 
country to foreign commerce, they will, at the .same tinu', ojien it to fortdgn 
aggression, especially from the United States; and henc(‘ the fact, that ludther 
combined, or separate, elTorts have been made to resist tlu' (daims of Brazil, 
the former claims of Buenos Ayres, or the i)r('S('nt claims of Baraguy 
to the control over these waters. In our iK'gotiations with Brazil to obtain 
the opening of the Amazon, they have taken no i)art, and manifested no 
interest; Peru has even joined Brazil in maintaining lic'r exelusive policy. 
The motive which I have ascril^cd for indifference, wlu'rt* studi immense 
interests are at stake, may ai)pear inadequate, and unrc'asonable, to thosi' 
unacquainted with Spanish American feelings, suspicions, and apijrcdjcnsicms; 
but I know that it is the motive which restrains, al Imst, this Gowrumnit atid 
people from efficient action in securing an object which, aside from its 
dangers, they regard as of the most vital importanci^ to lh(‘ country. 

Let this guarantee of territorial integrity Ih^ made, and tlu* apprtdiensions 
of aggres5sion, either from Eur()[)e or the United Stall's, bi' thus tdlayi'il, and 
all these States would be ready to unite with us, or to taki' tlit' lead, in de- 
manding the freedom of the rivers. And their co-operation is absolutidy 
necessary to furnish a hasus for the claim whii'h we havi' so long, and .so 
unsuccessfully, urged upon Brazil; for unless we havi' treaty relation.s with 
States above, and ports open to our commerce', Iheri^ is no justice in our t'laiin 
to enter and to pass in Brazilian waters. 

But the question very naturally arises; why press tlu' subji'ct of (he free 
navigation of these rivers, if it will opi'u a country to rival onrs in tlu' prodm*-' 
tion of cotton? The answc'r is, that, .sooner or later, and proliably at a time 
not far di.stant, the denmnds of commerce', and tiu^ wants of (he world, will 
break through the.se barriers, and make free ihesi' rivers; and llu' (jue.stion 
important to us is, whether we will he in a position to presidi' at the inaugura- 
tion of their freedom, and in a mea.siir(‘ give', diri'ction to (he labour and jiro- 
duction of the country, or leave that; privilege to otlu'rs whellier we will 
waste our elTorts in erecting barriers against inevitabh' ('vents, or exert 
them in turning those events to our advantage? Under the .stimulus of 
European capital and labour, directed solely to that one* fjoint, the country 


as cotton, and, like cotton, most of them are now growing in a wild state; 
consequently, if cultivation was affected only by the stimulus of ordinary 
commercial demand, the productions would be so varied, that none would be, 
in quantity, more than sufficient to meet increasing consumption, and 
hence no change would be produced in the present relations of demand and 
supply, of any of them. If left to the laws which ordinarily control popula- 
tion and cultivation the country, when open, will offer a rich field for our 
commercial enterprise; but, if European interests are suffered to give direc- 
tion to that population and cultivation, it will become our great rival in the 
production of cotton, and furnish our great commercial rival an enlarged 
basis for commercial supremacy. 

If then, the opening of these vast regions to the world is inevitable, and 
fraught with such important consequences, for good or evil, it behooves us to 
be in a position to give direction to, the circumstances, and thus control the 
results, of that event. And that position can only be secured by establishing 
friendly relations with South America, on a foundation which cannot be 
shaken; and by erecting impassable barriers to European colonization. 

With high respect, [etc.]. 
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John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 37 La Paz, March 2 q, iSff. 

Sir: I learn that, accompanying the note, to this Government, from the 
Ministers of Costa Rica, proposing a Spanish American Congress, a trans- 
lation of which I have previously sent to the Department,^ there was another 
note from the same Ministers marked secret, (secreto) in which they charged 
the Government of Peru with infidelity to the Spanish American cause, 
resulting from dependence, for its own existence, upon aid from the United 
States; and representing that the President (Castilla) had sent to San 
Francisco to purchase steamers and fit them up as ships of war, and to enlist 
men. 

In consequence of this information this Government, by the last steamer, 
addressed notes to the Governments of Chili, Ecuador, and New Grenada 
[Granada], remonstrating against this measure of the Peruvian Government, 
as similar to the one which introduced Walker into Nicaragua, and thus 
brought all the evils upon Central America; and as endangering all Spanish 
American nationalities, by introducing, and giving a footing to. North 
American filibusters. 


signed it, has published in Lima, over his own signature, an attack upon 
President Castilla, charging him with having withheld a loan, which he had 
previously promised, to Costa Rica and, in general terms, with infidelity to 
the Spanish American cause, resulting from his dependence upon filibusters for 
support; but making no reference, direct, to the purchase of ships, and enlist- 
ment of men in San Francisco, or to the position of Peru in relation to the pro- 
posed Congress, or to the Congress itself. In another Lima paper a defence of 
Castilla has appeared, in which he is represented as having taken great inter- 
est in Central American affairs, and as having intended to exert all his 
power for the expulsion of the invaders; but that now, he withholds the prom- 
ised loan, because of the present unexpected heavy demands upon the 
treasury, and because Walker is so prostrated that the loan in aid of his 
expulsion is no longer necessary. 

From these circumstances I conclude, that the inference which I made, in 
a former despatch, of the assent of Peru, to the proposed Congress, from the 
known assent of Chili, was not a legitimate one; that the action of the one 
cannot be infered from that of the others; and that its (Peru’s) course on that 
subject is uncertain. It is obvious that, from some cause, (perhaps its sup- 
posed sympathy with the filibusters) the present Government is not en- 
joying the confidence of the adjoining States; although, until recently, the 
interests of the present Government of Peru and that of Bolivia have been 
so connected, that any event weakening the former, was regarded as en- 
dangering the latter. 

With high respect, [etc.]. 

P.S. 

This Government is expecting, by the post tomorrow, another communi- 
cation from the Ministers of Costa Rica announcing definitively the time for 
the meeting of the Congress; and on receiving it will appoint, prol)ably two, 
deputies to attend. 
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John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 39 La Paz, April 12, 1857. 

Sir: Near the close of the year 1853 the Charg 6 d’Affairs of her Britanic 
Majesty near this Government had occasion to make certain reclamations, 
for losses and injuries sustained by British subjects residing in the country. 
After a brief correspondence on the subject, this Government eave a distinct 
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fied, urged, in another note, the further consideration of the subject. To this 
the Government replied b}'' a severe rebuke, not for the tone or contents of 
the note, as objectionable, but for the attempt to open again the question, 
after the Government had indicated that it was closed; and, accompanying 
this reply and rebuke, the British Charg6 received his passport, and orders 
to leave the country immediately. This rupture of Diplomatic relations, thus 
produced, has continued up to this time, and no apology or explanation has 
been given by this Government. 

By the last steamer post, a communication was received here, through 
the British Minister at Chili, from the Earl of Clarendon, in which he re- 
fered to the insulting circumstances of the dismissal of the British Charge 
d’Affairs; but instead of charging the I'esult, as he naturally would, and 
justly should, to the Government of Bolivia, holding it responsible, without 
regard to change of Administration, and demanding from it an apology, he 
ascribed it to an Administration which had ceased to exist, and, without 
asking any explanation, expressed a desire to renew Diplomatic relations, 
and proposed to send another Minister to Bolivia, if the Government 
would receive him. 

The quiet submission to this insult, ten fold greater than that which 
produced the recent bombardment of Canton, and the solicitation of a resto- 
ration of Diplomatic relations without apology or explanation, shew strikingly 
the elasticity of British policy — that it makes pretexts of slight offences, or 
submits to grave ones, as its varied interests may dictate; and it indicates 
too, on the part of that Government, a desire, stronger than its self respect, 
to maintain and increase its influence in every part of South America. 

The Charg6 d’Affaires, who was so summarily expelled from the country, 
soon after his arrival, was an accomplished civil engineer, and came here 
provided with a great variety of the instruments of his profession. It is said 
that he intended, and was about preparing to commence, an exploration of 
the regions bordering upon the tributaries of the Amazon. 

A communication from Buenos Ayres, in a late newspaper in this City, 
contains the following remark, “The most notable event is the arrival of 
the British Minister, who, it is said, comes with proposals for the establish- 
ment, and regulation of the Government of the Confederacy”. Thus while 
we are avoided, suspected, and powerless, the British Government is inter- 
meddling, arranging, and establishing its influence. 

In a No. of the Union, by the last post, I have observed extracts from a 
treaty, recently negotiated, between Chili, Peru, and Ecuador; and I would 
refer the Department to its provisions, in confirmation of representations, 
made in Nos. 34 and 36,^ of Spanish American apprehensions, jealousies, 
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note is expected on the arrival of the post tomorrow. 

By the last post a note was received, from the Government of Ecuador, 
expressing its approval of the proposed Congress, enclosing a note from Costa 
Rica on the subject, and urging the co-operation of this Government. 

In my No. 37 ^ I advised the Department of the reported movement of 
Prest. Castilla to obtain ships and men in San Francisco, to aid in sup- 
pressing the revolution in Peru; and that this Government had addressed 
Chili, and other States, remonstrating against this policy. The Government 
of Chili has since replied, concuring in the views presented by Bolivia; and 
expressing its determination to resist all attempts to introduce other Nation- 
alities into the quarrels in the Spanish American States, and to give immedi- 
ate assistance to Vivanco, (the chief of the revolutionists) if Castilla avails 
himself of aid from the North Americans. 

With high respect [etc.]. 
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John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 42 La Paz, May 14, iSfy, 

Sir: In my last despatch ^ I remarked that I had sent a communication, 
on the day previous, to our Minister at Buenos Ayres, advising him of the 
nature of a contract, already made, with the Govt, of the Argentine Repub- 
lic, for the navigation of the river Bermejo, and of negotiations, pending 
with this Govt., for extending that navigation into Bolivia; and giving him 
information in detail in relation to the commerce of Bolivia, the character of 
the rivers Bermejo and Pilcomayo as indicated by previous explorations, and 
the practicability of facilitating and increasing that commerce by the 
navigation of these rivers: but, that, being mistaken in the day of the depar- 
ture of the post, I had not time to prepare a copy. With this I transmit it, 
marked A 

In a postscript to a former communication, a copy of which accompanied 
No. 40,5 1 advised him that a Co. at Salta, in the Argentine Republic, was 
negotiating a contract with that Govt, for the establishment of a line of 

^ Above, this part, doc. 423. * Despatches, Bolivia, vol. i. 

® Not included in this publication. 

^ This communication, dated April 27, 1857, is not included in the present publication. 
For mrther reference to it, see vol. 1, pt. ii, Communications from Argentina, note 2, p. 644, 
and Peden’s No. 83 to the Secretary of State, doc. 310, also, vol. i, pt. ii. 

® Dana’s No. 40, dated April 14, 1857, and the communication to the Minister at Buenos 
Aires, dated April 12, 1857, were not copied. 



to it. But I learned soon after that the contract had been absolutely con- 
cluded with the former Govt., and that the negotiations pending were with 
the latter only. 

The conclusion of this contract is a matter for regret, for it gives such 
privileges to the Co. as will, for the present, I fear, prevent others from 
participating in the commerce and navigation of that river; especially if this 
Govt, makes similar concessions to the same Go. to induce it to extend its 
line of steamers into Bolivia; and it will undoubtedly do this, unless pro- 
posals are received from other quarters. There having been no information 
abroad, derived from reliable explorations, of the capabilities of the river for 
navigation and commerce, the people of the country, without any competi- 
tion, have been able to make their own terms with the Govt. While our 
flag is shut out from the Paraguay and its tributaries, even for purposes of 
exploration, by the assumptions and policy of the Govt, of I’araguay, 
others are securing privileges which will operate to its exclusion, for years 
to come. 

The main Paraguay and its tributary, the Pilcomayo, are still free from 
Cos. protected by concessions or exclusive rights; and they are more im- 
portant, both on account of their length, and the territory which they drain, 
than the Bermejo, especially to Bolivia; because by the latter only the fron- 
tier can be reached, whereas, by the Pilcomayo, it is probal.)Ie that naviga- 
tion can be extended through what are now the most productive portions 
of the Republic. In the accompanying communication to our Minister at 
Buenos Ayres, I have given him all the information I have been able, thus far, 
to obtain in relation to the practicability of navigating the Pilcomayo and 
the Bermejo to points which would command the commerce of Bolivia, and 
also in relation to that portion of its existing commerce, and prospective, 
which would be facilitated by such navigation. And I trust that this in- 
formation will enable our citizens wHo are engaged in maritime and com- 
mercial pursuits, in the vicinity of Buenos Ayres, to respond, If th(‘y wish, 
to the invitation recently issued by this Govt, for jmoposals for the explora- 
tion of the Pilcomayo; and to judge of the propriety of extending their 
operations into either, or both these rivers. F rom the examination given to 
the subject, I cannot but regard the navigation, especially of the Pilco- 
mayo, as worthy the consideration of our citizens both there, and at homc‘. 

And I would here make the suggestion, not only as applying to these rivers, 
but to the general question of the navigation of all the rivers of South Amcn*- 
ica, that an early establishment of principles is important, if it is regarded 
as desirable that they be made free to the flags of exterior nations; for as the 
people of these countries become familiar with navigation, capable of direct- 
ing it, and with capital invested in it, they will be more and more inclined to 



a Commissioner has been sent by our Govt, to Paraguay, to ol)tain the cer- 
tification of the treaty with that Govt, which conceded to us the free navi- 
gation of the Paraguay and its tributaries. If his effort should be successful, 
early information of the fact might, perhaps, be made, by me, l.)ene(icial to 
our interests here. If he should unfortunately fail, I would suggest, that if I 
was authorised to proceed to Paraguay and treat with that Govt, upon the 
subject, I could probably obtain from the Govt, of Bolivia, interested as 
it is in the question, such co-operation and assistance as would be likely to 
secure the object desired; and such powers could, at the same time, be used 
to advantage in inducing this Govt, to make a favorable treaty with us in 
relation to the navigation of those, and other rivers, within the Bolivian 
limits. 

With high respect [etc.]. 
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John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Juan de la Cruz 
Benavente, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bolivia 

A La Paz, July 27, 18 f 7. 

Sir: On the reception of the note of His Excellency the Minister of IC.x- 
terior Relations, of Oct. last, making inquiries in relation to tlie U. S. steamer 
Yerba,^ then reported to be at Oran, in the river Bermejo, the undersigned, 
Minister Resident of the United States, addressed his Govt, on the subject 
of the renewal of the expedition for the exploration of the tributaries of 
La Plata especially urging the great interest felt by the Govt, of His 1 excel- 
lency in the exploration of the Pilcomayo and Bermejo, and the great benefit 
which would result, not only to Bolivia, but to science and commerce g(uuu-ally. 

The undersigned has now the unfeigned pleasure to advise His Excel- 
lency the Minister, that he is in possession of communications from Lieut. 
Page ® (the Chief of the former expedition in La Plata) which inform him 
that the expedition is to be renewed — that the Govt, is constructing a 
steamer, under his direction, particularly adapted to the navigation of the 

1 See latter part of Peden’s letter to Dana, of January 15, 1857, vol. l, pt. 11, p. 630. 

2 Despatches, Bolivia, vol. i, enclosed with Dana to the Secretary of State, No. 43, below, 
this part, doc. 427. 

3 The note referred to does not appear in the manuscript volume. Dana explains, in hi.s 
No. 31 , that he was unable to attain a satisfactory translation of this note, but that liis reply 
would explain the contents. 

^ See Dana’s No. 27, above, this part, doc. 414. 

® The communications referred to do not appear in the manuscript volume. Their con- 
tents are indicated here. 


shall ])r{)l)ably arrive in the walt'ra of the. Parana in the month of ,Nov. next 
■' aiitl that there is, now, nothin}^ to prevent the lou^ desired (':xploration of 
those rivers (the i’ileoniayo and Herinejo) <'xe(q)t the political obstacles wliieh 
the (iovt. of Paraguay may interpose. 

In view of the fact that the objections of that (lovt. was the sole cause that 
the former expedition failed to e.xplore them, the iindersignecl would suggest 
the en{{uir\', \vlu*tlu‘r tlie (lovt. of Mis ICxcelUmcy might not adopt some 
measures whii'h would secure in advaiuu' the consent and c()-oi)eration of the 
(iovt. of Paraguay, and thus guard against tht; only possible danger of a 
second disappointment. 

All that is necessary to a succes.sful ussue of this elTort of the (iovt. of the 
United States to extend the sphere of conmu'rce, and enlarge the boundaries 
of geographical knowledge, is the countc'uance and symi)a,thy of th(‘ (iovts. 
which (‘xercise jurisdiction over thos(^ waters; but its inllexible [wlicy of non- 
interventiem in the affairs of otluM'S'-its stern aspect for foreign jurisdictions 

- would prevmU the pro.secut.ion of a work, however grc>at its benefits, under 

eireumstanc'es in the least degriH* vlolativi' of those prine.iphxs. The preceed- 
ing suggi'stion, therefore, of tlu‘ undersigned is neither more, nor less than 
that the (iovt, of Bolivia should endeavour to insi)ir(i that of Paraguy with 
its own liberal and enUghteiu'd views in the (mcouragement of this (mterpriso. 

'flu* undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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John IP. Vatta, Unilcd .Slalcs Minister Resident in Bolivia^ to f^ewis Cass, 
Secretary oj Stale of the United States ^ 

No. 43 Ua Va'a, July jy, rSy/. 

Sir; 'flu' last steanu'r post brought me a eouinumieation from laeut. 
Page, of the late exploring ex{K‘dition in La Plata,’’* informing mc! that he was 
authorize’d and preparing for a renewal of that I'xiieditum ■that he inteiuh'd 
to explore the Pileomayo and Bermejo and that the only obstacles to 
prevent his doing so were the objections which the (Iovt. of Paraguy might 
again interpose. 

On thi‘ rtH'epUon of this communication I addresHcd a note to this (Iovt. 
advising it of the intended exploration of the Pileomayo and Bermejo, and 
HUgge*Hting the adoption, on its part, of some measures to secure, in advance, 
tile consemt and eo-operalion of the C'.ovt. of Paraguy, and thus avoid a 
sec'ond failure, A copy of the note is attached marked /I.** 


I infer that my Govt, has not succeeded in obtaining the ratification of the 
treaty for the navigation of its rivers. If it be the case that that Govt, per- 
sists, still, in its restrictive policy, it seems to me that the proposed explora- 
tion of the Bolivian rivers — the great interest which this Govt, feels in the 
subject — and the danger that the policy of Paraguy will cause its failure — 
are motives, all combined, which would induce this Govt, to lend its earnest, 
and probably effective, co-operation with that of the U. S. in any negotiations 
for the purpose of producing a change in that policy ; and that, therefore the 
present combination of circumstances presents a rare opportunity for the 
accomplishment of the object. I refer the Department to the suggestions 
on this subject at the close of despatch No. 42,^ and would add, that if 
clothed with the powers then proposed it would be my wish to return to the 
U. S. immediately on the conclusion of those negotiations. 

With high respect [etc.]. 
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Juan de la Cruz Benavente, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bolivia, to John W. 

Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia ^ 

Sucre, August 18, iSsy. 

Sir: I have the honor to have submitted to the knowledge of my Govt, 
the appreciable note of your Excellency of the of July ult.^ 

My Govt, is advised by it, that a new exploration will be instituted of the 
tributaries of La Plata, in a steamer, particularly adapted to the navigation 
of the rivers Pilcomayo and Bermejo, which is being constructed by the most 
excellent Govt of the United States, under the direction of Lieut. Page. 

My Govt., in view of the obstacles which the Govt, of Paraguy may inter- 
pose to the realization of an object so important; (as you also have expressed 
it) would have established a Legation in that country, at the moment of the 
reception of your despatch, but, as it is impossible to do so immediately, I 
have received orders to address the Cabinet of Asuncion, for the purpose of 
inducing, in that Cabinet, a policy favorable to a project so highly beneficial 
to Bolivia and Paraguy, and so highly honorable to the most excellent 
Govt, of the United States, as the exploration of the Pilcomayo and 
Bermejo. 

It remains for me. Sir, to manifest the high estimation with which His 
Excellency the Chief of the State values your generous and important coop- 
eration in whatever concerns the navigation of the rivers of the Republic — 

1 Above, this part, doc. 425. 

2 Despatches, Bolivia, vol. i, enclosed with Dana to the Secretary of State, No. 46, below, 

rhis nart rinr /tin 
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He desires that the homn'able name of His ICxcelleiicy Mr. Dana may for- 
ever he assosiated with tlu*. most prosperous results of that enterprise of 
illustration and advaiuxuiumt. 

I have the honor [ele.j. 
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JoJtn IF. Dana, United States Minister Resident’ in Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States '■ 

No. 45 La Paz, August 28, 185 

Sir: I transmit, with this, a co])y of the .Messajfc of the President to 
('ongress, recently a.ssenihlt'd, and of the Report of the Minister of Exterior 
Relations.- I do not regard the Documents, entire, of suriident interest to 
the Department to refjuire a translation, but will j»ive below abstracts and 
extratds of such parts of thi' R(‘port of the Minister as may have a bearing 
ujjon f)ur relations with this, or other Spanish American States. The Mes- 
sage of the President is brief, and entirely general in its character, leaving 
the Ministers to give, all desirable information in relation to subjects under 
their charge. 

On page (L'‘ of his rciport, the Minister saywS, that in July of last year his 
(lovt. recvcl a circular note from tlui (lovt. of Vem*zuela [)roi)o.sing an Ameri- 
can t 'ongR’ss at Panama, and that the proposition wjis accepted. 'Phe notes 
on this subject are Docs. Nos. 1 and 2 of the correspondence annexed to the 
Rep(»rl. On the .same page, he says a like invitation was made by the 
Legation of Costa Ri(^a in Lima for the meeting of an American Cmigress in 
the ('ai)ital of tluit State, which was accepLal, more readily, because the 
not(* of the Ministens of Costa Rica contained grave information in relation 
tt» tlu' condition of Ceutnil America, (for this correspondence see Docs. 5 
and ()) 'I'lu'n follows an account of the state of affalns in Nicaragua, in the 
course of which it is r(*marked, (page 7) that during the Administration of 
Rivas, the instrument and t'cho of Walker, the C'abinet of Washington 
{•(‘cognized the new (iovt. of Nicaragua; and that the Cabinet of Bogota 
prot(‘st(‘d agaiiist the recognition, and remitted the protest to this (lovt., 
which adopted it (see Doc.s. Nos. 7, B & 9) And heu-e, says the Report, I 
ought , as an act of justice* to tht^ (lovt. of th(‘ United States, to advise you, 
that the recognition of that of Nicaragua under Rivas, was immediately 
withdrawn from the (lovt. of Walker, when he succeeded to the Presidency. 
In tlu‘ Destiatch which the Minister of the United States addressed to this 


protest of New Grenada, you will find luminous explanations which justify 
in an honorable manner the Govt of the United States (See Doc. lO & ii). 

I would here remark, that the motive, indicated in the proposal from Vene- 
zuela for a Congress, is to unite more closely, in interest and feeling, the Span- 
ish American States, making no allusion to the United States, or Central 
American affairs — The proposal from Costa Rica is contained in the offen- 
sive note, extracts from which I furnished the Department at a former 
date,^ and to which I replied in the Note of Feb, 27 refered to by the Min- 
ister; a copy of this note is also in the possession of the Department.^ The 
remark in the Report that the adhesion to the protest was given before the 
reception of my note, connected with the comments upon the note, may 
justly be taken as an apology for that adhesion, and tantamount to a with- 
drawal from it. 

The Report proceeds to say (page 8) "Our relations with the United States 
of N. A. are most friendly and satisfactory — The Govt, wishes to increase 
and make them more intimate, and to respond with due estimation to the 
obliging manner in which the honorable gentleman J. W. Dana so well knows 
how to conduct them ... I take pleasure in manifesting to you the sympa- 
thies of this Govt, for the American Union — a land classicof liberty , where man , 
elevated by education, labour, and industry, presents a model of a citizen." 

Pages 10. r I. & 12 are devoted to the subject of the navigation of the 
rivers, its importance, and the prospect of its realization. On the 12^^ page 
is an account of the measures adopted to obtain information in relation to 
the cost, mode of construction &ct of steamers adapted to the exploration 
and navigation of the rivers, closing with the remark that these, and other 
important data, have been solicited from the United States, through its 
Legation here, its chief Senior Dana having lent his services with such 
gentlemanly courtesy that it has augmented the estimation of the Govt, for 
that honorable personage. On page 13 the expectation is expressed that the 
exploration, by the Govt, of the United States, of the tributaries of the La 
Plata, including the Pilcomayo, will be renewed. 

The only comment which the Report seems to elicit is, that, while, from 
the cordial kind feeling which the Govt, has always manifested, and from the 
extreme politeness of this people, I am not surprised at the complimentary 
allusions to myself, still, I was not prepared to find an uncalled for reference 
to my country in such laudatory terms, and much less a full justification of 
my Govt, in its policy towards Nicaragua. This state of things is to me pe- 
culiarly gratifying at a moment when the prejudices upon this subject, in 
Spanish America generally, are so strong as to furnish a motive for Con- 
gresses, treaties, and alliances, in hostility to the United States. 


John If . Dana, Vnitvd Stales Minister Resident hr Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ' 

Kn. ,\t' La Laz, 2S, 1S57. 

Siu: \\ ifh luy dc.spatt'h No. * wa.s (ho (•0()y of a tioU' which I had ad- 
(lit'ssccl lo thi.s (h)vt.’‘ on tlu‘ rcc(‘p(ion of a ('onunuui(*ation froni Lic'ut:. 
Layc in relation to the anticipated renewal of the cKploration of tlu' inhii~ 
taries of La I'lata, Ve,st(‘rday I re('eived a n‘i)ly from tlu^ Mini.sU'r of hixle- 
rior Relations, a translation of which is attached to tliis,'' 

It will Ik* p<*rceived from tlu* Ministt'rs note that, while tlu* (iovt. is unabh* 
imnu‘diatt‘ly to st'tul a Minister to I hiraiJtiiy for the. piir[)ost‘ of n'j^ulatiuf;' 
pernuuu*ntly the subject of the navittalion of the rivers, it; has opened a 
corr(*spoiuit‘iu‘(' with that tlovt. with the view of i)r(!ventin}; it from tlirowintf 
obstacles in the way of the [)rot)os«*d exidonitioa of tlu* Pilcomayo and Her- 
mejo. 'riiis nuivenu'iU is im[)ortant for the success of our expt'dition; but 
it is still more imp(trtant to secure rights of navigation (iftc'r tlu* t'K{)loration 
is concluded. It will be (d little benelit lo us to ascertain the fact tluit tlu'se 
rivers ate navigable, if, afl<*r doing so, we are to lx* ext^luded from their use, 
hiatiy after my arrival here in 1854, I r('('eived, with desp.'iU^h No. 5 from 
the I It'ttartjnent,'* a tlraft of ti trcjity, and full powtu's to lU'gotiate it, under 
general instructiotis contained in despatch No. 2.” In July of tlu* same year 
I proptjst'd to this liovt. to (‘liter upon the nt'gotitition of ti treaty of Id-ii'iid- 
ship, t*ommer(*e and Navigation, but tlu* unsettled (xmditiem of the country, 
daily- disturlKnl by attempts at r<*volutions, gave the then Administration 
(that of Bel/u) litth* linu* to devote to its foreign relations, and tlu* pro(H)si" 
tion was promjith' rejected. ,My impression th(*n was, and still is, that the 
denial was, in a measure, indtuu'd by the conviction of an aggri*ssive, ovi'C 
bearing policy on tlu* part of tlu* Unili*d States, and tlmt a weaker Stab* like* 
this was mote safe in the ab.st'iice, than in tlu* (*xistence, of treaty rcltilions 
with them. Soon aft(‘r this refu.sal tlu* nilibustt'ring operations of Walker 
commenccil, tir>t in .Mexietj, and tifler in Nicanigiui, all of which, in t he South 
Anu*rican public mitul, have betm ascriln'd to the jiromptings, tuul indirect 
actitsn of tlu* tiovt. of tlu* United State.*!, and htivc* tended largely to iiicr(*;iH(' 
tlu* ever (*xi.sting jetdetusu's .against us. Under thi.s stiite of circumslauc(*H, 
and conHetpient ftH*ling, I h;m* judged it imprudent, U() to this lime, to renew 
my proposal for the negotiation of a treaty, thinking that it would only result 
in anotlu*r refu.sal, and ihu.s increa.se the diHiculty when a mon* favorable 
opportimityshouldoccur. Hut thegt*iieral tone of theReiiortof tlu* .Minister 

‘ nrsp.-nches, nuHvL, vt»l. I. ® Ahovt*, this iiarl, doc. .p7. 

* Aho%‘c, (fuEi [uirt, doc. 427. ^ Atiovc, thia purl, doc._4JH, 


of Exterior Relations towards my country, and especially his unqualified 
approval of its policy towards Nicaragua, of which the Department will have 
been advised in No. 45,^^ have induced me to believe that such a change has 
taken place in the feeling of the Govt, as will render this a favorable moment 
to renew the proposal: and, in accordance with this view, I shall, at my ear- 
liest convenience, address the Minister upon the subject. My first object in 
the negotiation will be to secure, as far as possible, to our flag the same rights 
in Bolivia rivers as are enjoyed by that of Bolivia, and this will necessarily 
transfer to us all the Bolivian right to the use of its waters in their whole 
extent to the ocean — a point which I regard as vital in our negotiations with 
Brazil and Paraguy, in furnishing a basis for our claim to the free navigation 
of their rivers. For unless our flag has recognized rights in the waters 
above, we have no more just claim to the transit use of their waters, than we 
should have if the entire rivers were within their jurisdiction — or, in other 
words, our right to pass through their waters depends upon our right to 
enter the waters above. If other interior States see fit to say, as Peru has 
done in its treaty with Brazil, that they want no exterior commerce, but 
will limit the use of the rivers to the countries bordering upon them — in that 
event, I regard the question of their free navigation as closed. Brazil views 
the question as turning upon that point, and, while postponing and delaying, 
is using every possible effort to bring the interior States to the adoption of 
that policy. Her recent treaty with Paraguy, which has been regarded by 
some as an indication of more liberal views, is perfectly consistent with that 
principle, only conceding the right of mutual use. My second object will be 
to interpose a barrier against grants of exclusive rights of navigation, either 
to States, or individuals. I have strong doubts of the success of the effort, 
but the circumstances to which I have refered, taken in connexion with the 
interest felt in our exploring expedition, indicate this as a most favorable 
opportunity. 

With high respect [etc.]. 
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John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Juan- de la Cruz 
Benevente, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bolivia - 

A hAFhz, September i8s7. 

Sir: His Excellency the Minister of Exterior Relations will perceive from 
the note of July from the Undersigned Minister Resident of the United 
States,® that the information therein given in relation to the renewal of the 

1 See above, this part, doc. 429. His No. 4.S reviews the above-mentioned renort of the 



st‘V(‘ral t'onmiunii'aiiitiis upon (hat siilijccf in \vhi('h he has (‘xi>i‘('sh(‘(I (lie 
interest felt iiy tlu' t lti\‘eriinient of Uis l^xl'ellem'y in tiu* c'xplonition (if the 
rivers of Bttlivia, he has reeieved a <h‘spat(’h from liis ( iovernnumt ’ in wliieh 
lu‘ is (iireeteti to inform the ( 'lovernment of iiolivia tlnit prt'fiarations ar(‘ 
now lieiuK made for the renewal (if that (Mi(eri)ris(‘, tlnit amon}^ the tribu- 
taries which (his exploration is desigiuHl to (•mbraee, (hose paHsiiift: Ihroufjfh 
or ijorderiny upon Bolivia art* considered of primary import'anoe, and that 
aiipreeiating the solicitude manifestt‘d by the Bolivian ( lovt'rnment: on the 
HUbjeth it will use tlu' means [ilatasl at its disposal to o|)(‘n if i)Ossil)le the 
waters of that counti y to comnn‘rce tind navi}>alion. 

Idle undeisiyned is furtl'ier directed to twpress the hope of his ( lovi'rnmtMit 
that this detei'inlnation will afford j^ratifyin^ proofs to tlu* ('.overnment of 
Bolivia of the friendly interest felt hy the UniU'iI Slates in [iromotinj;’ those 
entf'i’prises whit*h have for their ohjeet tin* diwidopement of the intt'rnal 
resourees of tii.it country, and the (•onHe(iU(‘nt iiici'easi' of tho.se tii'sof frimul- 
.ship and mutual tleptmdance which will result from the extmisioii of the eom- 
m(‘rcial intercourse hetvvei'ii tlu* (wo Repuhlies. 

'The undersigned cannot ri‘frain from expressing!: his ^ratifieation at: lind- 
in^ in tlie able report of IBs hixa’elleiicy to (’ouKrt'ss^ sueh elotpient exiirt's- 
sions of sympathy for Ins eountry, and an approval of tlu* poliiy of liis (k)V- 
ernment so miu'h misrepresented and misjud)4t'd in otluM’ (piarlerH in relation 
to tile affairs of Niear.iKua. 

He has t.iken yreat jileasure in remiltinfj: to his ('.overnment the report; 
as also the admirahle MessaKeisf (lu* Breshhmt, NeitluM’ean the undersigned 
feel otherwise than grateful for the graceful allusions to hiniHelf, eonttiined 
in the Report (jf His Rxcelleiiey, tuid (host* expressed in his note of tlu* iH*’'''’’ 
all in tlu* naim* of His hixeellency llie ( 'hief of tlu* .Stab*. It is true that h(* 
has tmlcdVorM to cooperate las tin* noU* referri'd to kindly remarks he has 
done) "in whatever eoiu'erus the Navigation of tlu* rivers of tlu* Republic" 
but if he had neglected this or any act which would have (ended to advaiu'e 
the interests or enhance the proHp(‘ri(y of this ('ountry, lu* would havt* faih‘d 
to represent the wishes atid curry out tlu* instrurtionH of his (loverntuent. 
He pritu'iptdly regrt*tH (hut he is unable to give* positive and (‘ffunent ('oopera- 
tion conmu*nsurale with his deHtres (o unenlightened (iovernment, struggling 
against adv(*rse circnimstances to develop tlu* rich resources of this young 
and intt'resting State, or in other words, he regrets that (lu* kind (‘xpn'Hsions 
of His Rxcelleucy are tiol better merited. 

'riu* undersigned avails himself of (his occasion [etc.]. 

* Caw to Hutia, N(i. u, ulnivt*, this x*i)lniiu*, pt. t, (ItH*. 

® Set* Dana’s No. 45 to the Secretary of .Stair, nhovr, tlUH part, doc. 429. 

* Alsivt*, litis (»art, 42H. 



John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 47 La Paz, September J 2 , iSS 7 - 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the reception of a second despatch 
numbered 12 of July i®*® with a copy of a communication from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, both relating to the renewal of the expedition for the 
exploration of the tributaries of La Plata. 

1 had previously received a communication from Commander Page 
advising me of the determination of the Government on this subject, and 
had addressed, the Minister of Foreign affairs communicating to him that 
information. A copy of this note^ accompanied despatch N”. 43,® and a 
translation of his reply N“ 46,° Perhaps it was premature to communicate 
this determination until I had received it officially; but I had the double 
motive of placing it in the possession of the Minister before the meeting 
of Congress and of inducing an early action on the part of this Government 
to prevent that of Paraguay from placing any impediments in the way of 
the expedition. 

On the reception of the despatch above referred to N° 12, I addressed 
another note to the Minister a copy of which is attached marked A 7 

On the morning of the loih inst, private advices reached the enmnies in 
this City of the Government that Linares, the unsuccessful candidate for 
the Presidency in the last election, had made the journey from the coast 
privately by an unpopulated route, and had arrived at Oruro, a city mid-way 
between La Paz and Sucre — that under a previous understanding, the 
officer in command transferred to him the regiment of artillery stationed there , 
and the fortress containing all the spare arms and munitions belonging to the 
Government — and that immediately upon this transfer he was announcc'd 
as and assumed the title of President. 

On the reception of this news in La Paz the revolutionary party gathered 
in large bodies, and paraded the Streets crying “vivas” to Linares and pro- 
claiming him as President. In the after part of the day some indications 
were given of an intent to attack the palace, and the authorities made a 
slight effort to disperse the crowd, but beyond this the one party confined 
itself to its “vivas” and proclamations, and the other to the defence of the 
public buildings and the protection of the City against robbery and plunder. 

^ Despatches, Bolivia, vol. 1. 

2 Above, this volume, pt. i, doc. 392, The communication from the Secretary of the 
Navy is not copied in Instructions, Bolivia, vol. i. 

2 Not found in the manuscript volume. ^ Above, this part, doc. 426. 

“ Above, this part, doc. 427. 
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Ffn*/., ht* and tin* other leaders retired from the city, and it is supposed with 
the in((‘ntion of joininij: hinart's at Oruro, and of returning to attack this city 
after nH'ruiling and arming num for that i)ur])Ose. 

'The fi'cent revolutionary niovc'UKnits, so fn'fiiUMit here; h.'ive Ixuni promptly 
Huj)()ressed : hut now the revolutionists having in tlu'ir possession all tlu' 
arms and munition of war eKcept those in the. hands (d about 1500 troops, 
my impression is that tlu* aspetU of atTairs is serious for tlu'. existing (iovern- 
nu'ut and the result may probably be; its ovc'rthrow. 

In my dt'si)at('h No. .}()^ I <'xpr<‘sstxl the intimtion of opening a correspond- 
enee with this t'.overnment in relation to the negotiation of a treaty; and 
with that view jn-epared a noti‘ upon tlu' subject to forward by the post 
today, blit under existing circumstances havi' judged it better to withhold 
it ft)!' tiu‘ present. 

With high respect [etc.]. 
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Jo/ut ir. Ihinn, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Josd Maria 
Linares, President of Bolivia - 

La Paz, November to, /(V57. 

Sir: 'riu' ( lovt of tlu* UnitiHl States, which the undersigned has the honour 
tt> repri'seut, has ever inliexibly re.ipured of its Diplomatic Agents abroad 
that tlu'V entiie'iy refrain from parliciixUion in all political (luestions and 
<'ontrov(M,sies .iilsing in the t'ountru's to which they are accredilixl. And it 
as rigitlly recpiites that they recognize whateviu' flovt. may exist, without 
<jue,‘-tioning it.s origin or clianicter acting upon the broail principh* that 
('Very Stati* has (he right to determine for itself, witliout (‘Xti'dor inllueiux', 
what form ttf (lovt. is best adapted to its condition, and wliat persons are 
most capable of administering it. 

I huler the iir.st of ihesi* rules, th(‘ undersigned has felt it his duty, up to this 
time, to remain a spin-tutor, merely, of the great (‘veiits which, for the last 
two months, have been so rapidly transidring throughout the Republic; 
though at the .same lime hoping most ardently that, under tlie direction of 
Him who holds the nations in His hand, the sulTeriiigs and sacdlkvs, always 
attmulaiit upon popular changes, might so result as to give pinice, prosiierity, 
and advancement, to the ('ounlry. 

In ({uick sucresHion he has seen (d(y after C’.ity, and Department after 
Department throw off tlieir allegiance to the former Oovt. and, with rare and 
remurkalde unanimity, proc'laim Your ICxcellency the (diief of the Republic; 


so that now your authority Is iinivorsally rerognizi'd throuj^liouf tlu' louKtli 
and breadth of tlie land. 

Under this state of facts, in accordaiu'e witli tlu' siT.ond of the rules to 
which he lias ndered, it is the duty, as wt>ll as tlu' ph'asiuv, of tlu* under^ 
signed, in the name of his (lovt - a (iovt. which (‘ver hrls a dec'ti svaipalhy 
in whatever conccirns the prospc'rity of the* sisti'f R(*pul)li('s of this t ontiiient 
—to recognize the act of the sovereign [leopU* of Bolivia which has ctudided 
to the hands of Your ICxccdlency th<‘ supreme hixi'cutive [lower, and he ac' 
dently desires that that power may lie exerti'd to str(‘ngtlu*n the friendly 
relatioiivS already existing, and to establish otlu'rs more intimate, bt'tweeii the 
nation over which You preside, and that which lu* reiiresents. 

While making this recognition, the undersigneil ('ongratulates the country 
that it has passed through a crisis, usually so trj'ing, with com[)arativt‘ly. so 
small an exiienditure of blood and tr(‘asurt‘. And he hdieitates Your. i’ .\eeb 
lency on the distinguished honour of being calk'd to the t'hief Magistracy of 
the Republic; and on the still higlu'r honour of c*nt('ring uiion its duties tinder 
circunivSlanct'S so expressivi* of the spontaneous and univt'rsal eontidence of a 
free and enlightened peoiile. Ih* ('arnestly hopes and conlidently antici 
pates that, under the Administration so auspiciously inaugurated. Bolivia 
will march rapidly forward to occupy the [losition, for which nature obvi 
ously designed her, among the lirst of Anu'i'ieau Rt'jnililics. 

The undersigned avails himself of tliis occasion [etc.]. 
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John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Dalivia, to Am/v Cass, 
Secretary of Slate of the United Slates ^ 

No. 53 f-A Baz, November 12, ib’yy. 

wSir: On theij*-'* iiist. Brest. J Jiiart's made hisentranct' to this f'iiy, and his 
reception was a very cordial and ('ulluisiuHlie one. I accompanied tlie chief 
authorities to a [loint about two leagues henct* to meet him, wlu'ie I was 
presented, and U'liderx'd to him my h'licilatuins, and ix'turned and dimnl with 
him. On tlu* lU'xt day T .sent him a noti' of formal recognition us Biesident 
of the Republic, a cojiy of which is attaclu'd marked /I and tlie same thiy 
called upon him at tiu' palace. 

On all tlie.se occasions lie has expressed a high respi'ct for the t lovt, of tlu* 
United States, and a strong desire to cuUivate tlu- most intimate relutiuiiH. 
On an allusion of mine to the [irejudices existing against my Oovt. through 



.^v »iv iwm in,: imvi a vvijut ikucju: luui ui fhtciuuMu- 

iiiK n‘a! R(‘j)iiblirati in.stilution.s in the coimlry, and that ha dc.sired to confer 
with in<‘ freely on tin; subject. 

'File Coinitry remains ([uiih, and the Ih'esichmt will, in a few days, i'ii)point 
his Ministers, and comnunu'c' the w'ork of the re-orj^anization of tlie. (Gov- 
ernment. 

With higii respec't (ete.|. 
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RitfH'rto Fcnnhtdvz, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bolivia, to John W. Dana, 
United States Minister Resident in Bolivia ^ 

Ituansi.ation] 

A L.\ Raz, November i 6 , /(V57. 

Sir: His I'.xeelleney the Provisional Pn'sidcmt of th(‘ Republic has had 
the honour tt) reci'ive, in its due time, (he communication of the lo''*- inst. 
which Mr. Hana, MinistiT R<‘sident of the (Govt, of the United States, htis 
doiu‘ him the favour to tiddress him.' 'Phe numerous tind i)ressing’ duti(‘s of 
Uis h'.xec'Ileney hav<* not jiermitted him U) reply with the i)romptness which 
he desiiH'd; but, today, tlu' under.si};ned h;is Ixrmi dircch'd to do so, and 
compIi(‘s with a <luty so agreeable. 

'Phi* ( Govt, of tlu‘ United States, which occupies ti very distintfuished posi- 
tion amotiK those in tlu' vanfjfuard of civilization, could do no less than pre- 
scribe to its Represen(ativ(‘s, a.s a rigid duty, to abstain from taking part in 
the domestic {'ontrovt'fHies and dissensions which might arista in the countries 
to whii'li they are accredited; nor could it refrtiin from recognizing the 
umiuestionabh' right of eviny peof)le to esti'ihlish that form of (Govt, which 
apiM'ars to tlu'm Iiest, and to commit the direction of their destiniexs to such 
individuals as they wish, nsjuiring of its Diplomatic and ('onsular Agents 
tht' most religious regard for (ho.se rights. Such will he, also, the maxim 
of the prt*.‘-U’nl ( Govt, of Holiviti, in its relations with other (Govta,, and to this 
it will subject all p<T.sonH who r('i)re.sent it in other countries or States. 

'Phe extraordinary revolution which the people of Rolivia have (tonsum- 
mated cannt»t fail to excite the most lively .sympathy in one so enlightened 
as the Agent of (he (Govt, of (he United .State.s; and his satisfaction, that it 
Ims triumphed at (he eost of so little blood, is natural in characters so noble 
and elevated a.s that of Mr. Dana. 'Phe, desires too which he manifests for 
the udvaneement and proHjK'rlty of Bolivia are only .such as would be an- 
(ieipaied in him; and all this the Provisional Prc.sident acknowledges with 
the most cordial expression. In like manner he receive.s the felicitations 


addressed to him, that his country the favourite, child of the iuinuirtal 
Bolfvar—had thouj^ht him worthy to l)e elevated to the C'hief Magistracy. 

His Excellency, who is penetrated with the necessity and iinpurtance of 
establishing the best relations with all the leading (lovts. and to cultivate, 
with careful attention, those already existing, will devote to this olijoct all 
his efforts; having for his invariable rule, in his exterior poli(*y, respect hir 
foreign rights, without conceding other prefereiu'es tlian such as tlie well 
understood interCvSts of Bt)Iivia reciuire, and which will not, in any tiegree, 
prejudice other countries, or detract from his dignity and decorrum. 

Such are the sentiments whicli, in reply to Mr. Pana, the under.signed has 
the honour to transmit, in the name of the President, and, while doing so, it 
only remains to present to Mr. Dana a.s.surances of the high regard ami <jis- 
tinguished consideration whth which he sub.scribes him.self (et<’,l. 
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John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Rnlivia, to l.ewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States * 

No. 54 Pa Pa/,, S’tnrmher ,.\\\ t.V.sy. 

Sir: I transmit herewith a translation, marked A.," (jf a iu>te in reply to 
mine, to the President,^ in recognition of his (*»ovt., a <'opy of winch aivoni- 
panied despatch No. 53.'' 

I have not yet onicially addressed the President on tlie subject of the 
violation of my house, but in an informal conversation with him, a few clays 
since, I remarked that I should be under the iiceeH.sity of calling iiis attention 
to an unpleasant occurrence, which involved important rights and dutieH, 
but that I should refrain from doing so until his Ministry was «»rgani/ed. and 
he in a measure relieved from his now, inmsing engagementH. He thanked 
me for my consideration in delay, and replied that I slmuld Imd hitii ever 
ready to recognize and regard all international obligations. 

My relations are, apparently, very well with hitn, and I Hhall eiideavcntr to 
conduct this question in such a manner as not Pj disturb them, with the 
hope that I may secure treaty arrangements in relaticm to the navigation of 
the Bolivian tributaries of the Amazon and La Plata. 

With liigh respect [etc.j, 

‘ Despatches, Bolivia, vol. i. » Above, this j«nt, (ioj’. 4 ys. 

* Above, tills part, doc. 43.3;. < Above, thin p.u t. d<w . 434- 
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No. 62 La Paz, February 24y 1858. 

Sir: On the 22‘i inst I addressed a note to the Minister of Exterior Rela- 
tions (a copy is attached marked A) ^ proposing to enter upon the negotiation 
of a treaty; and hope that I shall be able to introduce a provision which will 
preclude this Govt, from adopting the Brazilian and Peruvian principle of 
exclusion of exterior flags from the Amazon and its tributaries. The Presi- 
dent expects the arrival, in a few months, of a Minister from Brazil; and I 
have much fear that that Govt., by proposals to extend its Amazonian line 
of steamers up the Madera [Madeira] into Bolivia, will be able to induce this 
Govt, to adopt its exclusion policy, unless it is previously bound to a different 
one. 

The question has been proposed to me, both by the Brest., and some of the 
Ministers, viz: In the event that this Govt, should offer concessions sufficient 
to induce a company in the U. S. to establish a line of steamers, through the 
Amazon and Madera [Madeira], into Bolivia, will the Govt of the U. S. protect 
such Co. in its right to enter, and pass through, the Amazon ? This question I 
am not prepared to answer, and it is very important that it should be 
promptly, and satisfactorily, answered, both as an inducement to this Govt 
to offer such concessions, (a subject which it is now considering) and, what is 
still more important, as an inducement to it to withhold its assent from the 
Brazilian doctrine of exclusion. If this Govt, cannot rely upon some strong 
power to protect an exterior flag in the exercise of the rights which may be 
given it to enter, through Brazilian, into Bolivian waters, then it (this Govt.) 
will regard the right of free passage of its own and other flags, to and from the 
Ocean, as but an abstract right, useless of assertion, and will avail itself of 
the lesser, but more sure and practical, advantages which Brazil will readily 
offer. Bolivia will of course be governed by her own interests in the matter 
— possibly by those immediate, rather than ultimate — and my opinion is, 
that, unless she has assurances, from some exterior power — , that it will join 
with her in the practical assertion of the free navigation of these rivers, she 
will yield to the first plausible proposition which Brazil may make to her, 
unless withheld from doing so by a previous treaty with us. Whether this 
barrier can be interposed is yet to be seen. When it is considered that the 
right of exterior flags to pass through the Amazon depends upon the concur- 
rence of the States above — that Peru has, already, denied that right — and 
that Bolivia is, probably, the only remaining State accessible by waters now 
navigable, and, consequently, the only State to give, or withhold, that con- 

^ Despatches, Bolivia, vol. 2. 

® The enclosed note was not copied ; it makes no definite proposals other than an offer 
to enter upon negotiations. 
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currence—wheii all this [is?| considered the position whi('h Bolivia may 
assume must be regarded as vital, either for, or against, the fn'c navigation 
of the Ama2on. A satisfactory answer to the question, above* referred to, so 
pointedly put to her by the Prest. and Ministers, I doubt not would st'cure a 
position, on their part, satisfactory to us in relation to this ([ueslion. 

With these explanations I submit to the Department, as a matter worthy 
its consideration, the propriety of enabling this Legation to giv<' to this C iovt 
assurances of protection to a D. S. t'o., if one should be organized, in the 
passage of its steamers, through the Amazon, into Bolivia. Wi* have bemi 
negotiating with Brazil for the last four yc'ars about the mere th('or<*(ieal 
right, and, while we have been doing this, slu^ has taken away one of the 
principle supports of that right, (Peru) and the other remaining om* (Bo- 
livia) may, at any moment, be abstracted. But here is an opportunity to 
treat the question practically, and before it b(‘('omes entirely a closed one 
against us. 

In connexion with this subject, it is i)roiH‘r for nu* to make a lemark in 
relation to the boundaries of Bolivia. I think the map which aei'ompanies 
Gibbon’s report, (it is not liefore me) as well as nearly all the maps of South 
America, only extend the territory of Bolivia northwardly to a line drawn 
west from the junction of the Mamore and the Bc-ni; whereas tin* north line, 
as claimed by Bolivia, and undoubtedly tlu* tnu* oiu', is a Hm* drawn west fiom 
a point on the Madera [Madeiral eciui-distant from the above named jtniC” 
tion and that of the Madera with the Amazon. 'I'lie latter line extends tin* 
territory of Bolivia a long distance below tlu^ falls on tin* Madera ; .so that Bo- 
livian jurisdiction can be reached through wah'rs that offer not the slightest 
obstruction to navigation, d'he territory included between these two line.s is 
assigned by the maps to Peru, but I am told, by tlu* Brest., and other intelli 
gent persons, that she has lU'ver asserted a claim to it. I am informed that 
the Brazilian line of steamers on the Amazon makes monthly trips to a town 
70 leagues up the Madera, and supposi'd to he 150 leagues below the falls. 
Brazil, therefon^, by extending this route that dlstaiUH' woultl reach Bidivia, 
and, at the same time, facilitate llu* commerce' with her diamond regienis 
near the headwaters of the Ite.nez [Tiefiez?]. 'Phis, with small sleamer.s above 
the falls until those obstructions an*, remove'd, or avoidt'd, is what Bolivia 
peculiarly requires; and it Is the bribe which T h'ar Brazil will <(ffer, and 
Bolivia accept, for her adhesion to the exclusion iioHc'y, unless .semie oilier 
mode of realizing this lU'ct'ssity is prevSenh'd. 

With high respect [etc.]. 



John W. Jhimiy United Slntes Ministe.r Resident in HoUvia, to Ijtcas M. de hi 
Tapia, Minister of Toreign Affairs of .Bolivia ^ 

A r,A Paz, March 6, 

Sir; Tlio (iovt. of the utulonsij^iu'tl Iiuh ordcMX'cl to La I’lata uii i'.x{ Halit ion 
for the purpost* of (‘Xploriu)^ tlu; tributaricH of that, river. 'Fhe (;xp(*clition is 
purely of a seieutitie luiturc', and desin,iied to act in hurniony with the wishes 
(jf the Oovts. whifli have rij^htful juri.sdiction ovan' the water.M to be explored. 
The rivers Para}<uay, I’ileonuiyo, and llerniejo drain inii)ortant portions of 
Bolivia, and probaljly may la* made valuable channels erf their imiiort and 
export trade. ■» 

'Fhe undersi{ 4 ned tlotdits not that the enlij»ht.ened t'rovt. of IHs ILxeellency 
will hulk favorably upon this effort to add to se.ieutihc and {geographical 
knowledge, and tlu'iadon' refrains from presimting to it any sugg(',stions rela- 
tive to the value and importance, of its results. But. the. tlovt. of tlu‘ under- 
signed, .scrupulou.sly regarding the juri.sdictional rights of otIu;r Stall's, will 
not carry to attainment and realization these results, however valuable and 
important they may be to the world at large, unless it (;an do so in accord- 
ance with the known wishes of the (iovls. more directly interested. 

h'or these reasons the undersigneil addres.si's himsi'lf to His fCxcellency tlu; 
Minister of Lxterior Rehitions, asking an expression of the views and fi'elings 
of his (iovt. in relation to the extension of this expedition into Jiulivia, 
through tile waters of the Paraguay, tlie Pilcomayo and Bermejo. 

With sentiment.s of most high regard [elc.J. 


•1.P) 


Lucas M ,de la 'Tapia, Minister of Foreign Affairs of HoUvia, to John IV. Dana, 
United .States Minister Resident in Bolivia" 


llK.VN.Sl.ATlON) 


B f-A March Q, 

Sir: 'Phe under.signed has pri'sented to the PresUlent of the Ri'public the 


note of His ICxcellency the Minister of the United States, of the 6''' inHt.,“ 
in which, after informing that his (lovt. had ordered a purely scientific ox- 
IH’dition to La Plata, for the purjiose of exploring the tributaries of that 
river, in harmony with the wi.shes of the States which have jurisdictional 
rights over their waU'Cs, he is pleased to ask the views and scutimentB of 


> I Holivia, vol. oiifloHctl with Duiui to tlu; Souretiuy of .State, No. ( 15 , lielow, 

this [Xirt, dor. 440 , 

s I / liwa UmIIv.!,! vmI j mirlfiistfl with I):inn tf) the St'oreUirv of State. No. 6*?. below. 


Paraguay, Pilcomayo and Bermejo. 

The undersigned has been directed by the Prest. to answer His Excellency, 
Senor Dana, giving the approbation, and good will, of the Bolivian Govt, to 
the expedition projected, and ordered, by the Govt, of the United States, so 
far as it applies to the rivers Paraguay, Pilcomayo, and Bermejo, which 
carry to La Plata important waters of Bolivia. Far from imposing any limi- 
tations to the fluvial journeys of the exploring commission, the Govt, of 
Bolivia will lend to it all the auxiliaries which it may require, as soon as it 
shall be advised, by the authorities, of its arrival within the territory of the 
Republic; because it comprehends the magnitude of the effort, and the im- 
portance of its results, for science, for commerce, and for civilization. 

With sentiments of the most distinguished consideration [etc.]. 
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John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 65 La Paz, March 13, 1858. 

Sir: On reading the Message of the Prest., and the Report of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, I regret to find that our relations with Paraguay are still 
unsatisfactory, and that that condition of things may probably prevent the 
exploration, by our expedition in La Plata, of the rivers Paraguay, Pilcomayo 
and Bermejo. Regarding its failure to do so as exceedingly unfortunate, and 
to be avoided if possible, I sought immediately an interview with the Prest. 
of this Republic to see if the cause which threatened it (the opposition of 
Paraguay) could not be obviated. 

After I had explained to him the precise state of the matter, he told me 
that, immediately on the reception of a reply to his note to the Prest. of 
Paraguay, announcing his elevation to the Presidency, he would address 
him upon this subject, and, if possible, induce him to refrain from the 
interposition of any obstacles to the exploration. He told me also that 
the territory of Paraguay does not, in any part, extend to the west side of 
the river Paraguay; but that its western boundary is that river; and that, 
consequently, that Govt, can only exercise over the river a joint jurisdiction 
with Bolivia and the Argentine, precisely as it can exercise a joint jurisdiction 
with the Argentine over the Parana: although it is true that Paraguay 
claims territory on the west side of the Paraguay, as she also claims, or has 
done, the State of Corrientes on the south side of the Parana — and that, 
conseauentlv. he regarded her rieht. derived from iurisdiction. to obstruct 


her rij>ht to obstruct the (‘xploration of the Parana. As to the. Pilconiayo 
and Herniejo lu' denied to her all InU;rests, rights, or jurisdiction, whatevcT; 
althouj^h slu^ had asserted a i)repos{erous claim to extend across the Paraguay 
and Pilcoinayo to the Berniejo, making tlu' latter river, instead of the Para- 
guay, her \v('stern boundary but that <‘ven that claim, imfoumh'd as It w;is, 
wouhl only U'avt; here a jurisdiction joint with the Arg(>ntin(‘ and Bolivia 
over the iiennejo. He also advised in(‘, that a Minister from tln^ Argx'utine 
had already arrived at Siu're, (('hiuiuisaca) with powers to negotiate a 
trt'aty of commeri'e, navigation, and limits, with Bolivia- that lit; would en- 
ter immediatf'ly upon the lU'gotiation of the treaty and that, if tlu' Minister 
of the Argmitiiu* would consent to it, (of which he had no doubt) he would 
have incorpuratt'd into lh«‘ treaty a declaration of the freeilom of these 
rivt‘rs, not only to this si'ientiiii; ex()edition, but to the Hags of all nations 
for commercial inirposes: and an agreement for joint atdion, if necessary, to 
(‘uforee that principle upon Paraguay. I suggested, that, as there was a 
<luestion of limits to lie adjusted, probalily, it would oeeupy so much time, 
that tile trt'aty would lu' conchuh'd loo latt! to have any inlliu'nee upon the 
exploring expedition. 'I'o this lu; replied, that he would leavt* the question 
of limits to a st'paralt*, sub.st'tiuent, treaty, and arrange, at tlu' earliest possi- 
ble moment, that of navigation, so that tlie exploring expetUtion might 
have the iM-nelit of the declaration which lu; proiiosed to insert. He also 
informed nu‘, that the Argenliiu' (lovt. had determined to deelare war against; 
Paraguay on account of the violation of Its rights of navigation, as recog- 
nized by former treatii's, and that it only awaited, in doing so, the meeting 
of (‘ongress. I told the Prc'st. it was possllile that, under tlie full explana- 
tion which I intendetl to give of the condition of things, my Hovt. might, if 
it had not already done so, give instructions for the ex)')loration of tlu; rivers 
interesting to Bolivia, (Paraguay, Pilcomayo and Hermejo) notwithstanding 
the continued (ipposilkin of the (iovt. of Paraguay- that it would he more 
likely to do so under a formal exiax'sslon of the wishes of his Ckivt, on the 
subject and that, if he ai)prove<J of it, I would address tlu; Minister of 
ICxterior Relations with a view to obtain that exi)reasion. To this he as- 
sented, expressing an earnest wish that the exfjloration of those rivers might 
he realized. 

In aceardanc(‘ with tliis arrangement, 1 transmitted to the Minister, on 
the inst., a note, a cofiy of which is attached, marked A,' and received, 
on the 9^*^, a reply, the translation of which is marked B.^ 

That my (k)vt. may have a more i)erfect idea of the question of jurisdiction 
over these; rivers, and of the actual rights of Paraguay, upon which to found, 
if it wishes, future instructions to the e.xjdoring expedition, I will give a brief 


by me maps, tne soutneru uut; uicll ptiri oi noiivui wmca is ccisiwatu m 
the head waters of the Bermejo is an imaginary line, drawn from tlie said 
head waters of the Bermejo, in an easterly direction, (f tliiiik near the 
parallel of south latitude) to the river Paraguay. All the territory south 
of this line and between the rivers Bermejo and Paraguay, as far south as 
the junction of those two rivers, is claimed by the Argentine Republic, 
Bolivia, and Paraguay, and within it is included the mouth and a larger por- 
tion of the valley of the Pilcomayo — a rt'gion represented as one of tlu‘ most 
desirable and delightful in South America. I have givim some attention to 
the question, and cannot find the slightest foundation for the claim of Para- 
guay to any portion of this territory — the river Paraguay, obviously, being 
intended as her western boundary. As to the merits of tlui r(‘Sf)ective claims 
of Bolivia and the Argentine I cannot so well judge, for I have not had that 
full access to ancient decrees and documents, applicable to I lit* (iu(*stion which 
is necessary to form a reliable opinion. But Ihiraguay, boundt'd, as slie 
should be, on the west, by the river [Paraguay, is only entitled, as ov(*r the 
Parana, to a divided jurisdiction, to lie shared with Bolivia, or with tlui 
Argentine — leaving her e.xclusive jiiri.sdiction at no point; and leaving Bo- 
livia and the Argentine, one, or both,, in joint jurisdiction with Paraguay 
and Brazil during the whole coui\se of the river. And if it be true, as just: 
expressed, that Paraguay is bounded on the west by the riv(‘r Paraguay, 
then, of course, she is excluded from all rights over th(‘ I dh'omayo and Her- 
mejo. Paraguay being thus limited to a joint jurisdiedion over the river 
Paraguay, and excluded from all jurisdiction over tlu^ Pilcomayo and Ber- 
mejo, it becomes a matter of no importance to the ciuestion of exploration 
and navigation whether the disputed territory belongs to the on(‘ or the 
other,— Bolivia or the Argentine—as this j^olicy is the same, and our ex- 
ploring expedition has full licen.se from both to ('iiha* all these rivers -and 
shall Paraguay, with her unfounded territorial ptadensions, and witli her 
serai-barbarous policy, deprive us of that right, and also cleprivti the other 
two Republics, as well as the world at large, of the bcnelits of ils (‘xeirise? 
But suppose that our Clovt choose to regard the terriloiaal elaims of I’ara- 
guay as of such a nature as not to justify denial, or resistance, in the proBe- 
cution of this exploration-even tlnni, giving the largest latilu(k‘ to her 
pretensions, and treating the? whole of the dispuhxl t<*rritory as Iuts, she only 
extends westward to the Ih'rmejo, and can only claim a joint juriadiclion 
with the Argentine over that river-leaving tln^ sann^ principles to govcTii 
its exploration and navigation as apply to the Parana. Uiuh'r this view 
of the case our Govt, may feel it necessary to refrain from th(‘ exploration of 
the Paraguay and Pilcomayo, but it may proscicute that of the Bermejo, 
with as perfect a right as it has to explore the Parana. 


t(‘i-rit<)fy, tt) the States above, h'or the i)urpose of illustrating more dearly 
the apptieation of that priuc'iple to the rivers in question (the Paraguay, 
I'ileoiuayo, and Iha tnejo) I will suppose. Paraguay entitled to all, and even 
nion* than she (*lahn.s, uiulivttled jurisdiclion over the three, after they 
have passi'd llu* line to which I have previously^ as given l)y the 
maps for the south Iiiu> of Holivia. Ahov(?, or to the north of that line, 
no one {|iU‘stions tlu* rights of Holivia; and there, in undisputed Bolivian 
t(‘rritor>', ar(‘ llu^ principal .sources of all tluise rivers, and undoubtedly 
navigabh*. ( 'oiu'eeding to lu'r jurisdiction below, has I'araguay the right 
to [)reve'nl ev(Mi a scitmlific e.xpedition from passing tlirough her waters into 
tlu' waters of Bolivia, at the request of the (iovt. of Bolivia? And if, under 
such ttirciunslanccs, wc permit our <‘xi)edit,ion to return without exploring 
tiu'se rivers, because' tlu' little Re[)u!)lic of Paraguay forbids it, can we, after- 
wards, I'onvince Braxil that wci are in (‘ariKist In the avSvSertion of this prin- 
ciple, or that we will, if long denied, practically enforce it upon the Amazon? 
It .appears to me that such a (X)urse is but a notice to Brazil that we are not 
in ('arnest in n'latlon to the frei^ navigation of the Amazon, and that she ha.s 
only to iH'r.sisl in her deni.al to make it effectual. And, what is still worse, 
it is a notice to the interior States, that they cannot rely upon our co-opera- 
Lion in secairing thc'ir rights of navigation* thus forcing them to accept the 
camcc'ssions and privileges whit^h Ifrazil may olTi'r, and to adojit, in return, 
lu'f exclusive policy. My vic'ws of the probabilities and consequences of 
their doing so arc' givc'U, at length, in dc'SpaU'h No. 62. In fact I consider as 
iavolvc'd in this nuUlc'r, not only the succc'ss, or ('.omparative failure of our 
exploring expc'dition ; but al.s(.> the practical assertion, or the apparent aban- 
donment, of the' princ'iple of the free navigation of the rivers of South 
.XmericNi; and that that apparent ahandoiunwit, although not intended as 
Hiu'h, will tend to iiroduc'c' such a chang’e in the relations of partms as will 
deprive' u.s, hereaften', of all pretcmcc* of a right to their navigation. If our 
(iovt. wish to apply this [irinc'iple, in its instructions to the exploring ex- 
pedition, it will lind full jiistilic'ulum in doing so under the license from this 
(lovl. c'cmtaiiic'd In tJic' note, above referred to, as attached marked B.;~ 
and it was fcjr the purpose' of iilacing it in the strongest i)Ositioii possible for 
the' a.sHC'rtion of the* principle that I obtained the formal license. 

It is po.ssible th.at the; inte'rvenUion of this (lovt. with that of Paraguay 
may indue'e* it to withhold the' anticipated opposition; or that the propOwSed 
trc'.'ity witli the' .Argentine' may e'hange the aspect of the question. I shall 

' I'lie wool f'(illu\viti(.,f "iircviotisly'' Illi'giljle in tlie* iiuinuHcrtpl' veh.iiiK', 

■ .AhdVt,', this [uirl, doc. 


attained. 

Finding that full information in relation to the rights and jurisdictions, 
actual and claimed, over these rivers, might not be accessible to the Govt., 
and might be useful in determining its policy, I have taken the liberty to 
endeavor, in a measure to supply the deficiency, and trust that the effort 
may not be entirely fruitless. 

With high respect [etc.]. 
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John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 68 La Paz, Aday 13, 1858. 

Sir; With this, I transmit a treaty, this day executed, between the United 
States and Bolivia. ^ . . . 

The provisions of article 1 6, in relation to free ships and free goods, are the 
same as those contained in our treaty with Russia on that subject, but ex- 
tending the freedom to persons, as well as property. Article 26 contains a 
declaration, as full as could be desired, of the principle of the freedom of the 
rivers Amazon and La Plata, with their tributaries, to exterior flags: and 
Article 27. allows us to put up, or construct, steamers on their Bolivian 
tributaries; and gives to them the interior or coasting, as well as exterior, 
trade with, and between, all places accessible to them. It is uncertain at 
what time a Congress may be convened here, and I have fears that the inter- 
vention and influence of Brazil may induce an opposition to the ratification 
of the provisions in relation to the rivers. 

With high respect [etc.]. 

P. S. I find that a provision is omitted, in the English copy, which the 
Bolivian negotiator required to be added to the 13^^! Article; and at a time 
when it is impossible to prepare another copy. For that reason a sentence 
will be found added to that article on another paper attached. 

1 regard two features of the treaty as particularly important: 

ist The declaration of the freedom of the rivers, in its bearing upon the 
general question of the navigation of the Amazon. 

2^ That it will preclude the concession of any exclusive privileges, upon 
the Bolivian tributaries, for the purpose of improving the rivers, or establish- 
ing navigation upon them, unless those concessions be made to citizens of 
the United States. 

, ^ , J- W. Dana 

‘ Despatches, Bolivia, vol. 2 . 

2 No copy of this treaty appears in the manuscript volume, but the most imnortant artiVIPs 


John U . Dana, United States Alinisler Resident in. Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State, of the United Slates ^ 

[v.xtuxct] 

^>9 La 1 ,’az;, i]fay ij, iSyS. 

Sir: . . . riu* fui'int'r ( '.ovts. of Holivui luivc been in the habit of looking 
to iMiropi', and especially to I-'rance, for models and exaini)les in all their 
ellorts for improveini'nl ; and it is in a measure under the inlhiencx', of my 
sugg(‘stions, coupleil with a (k'sire on the part of the present (lovt. to learn 
from, and tt) establish more intimate ndations with, our country, that this 
commission has lusm s<’nt to the United States. In my view, friendly rela- 
tions, .and a pticilic i)o!i('y will {‘xtend, in the Spanish American countries, 
our interests, our ccmuui'ive, and institutions, much more rapidly than all the 
lillibusteriii}* ex[H'ditions that can lu' chwised. It is true that there are strong 
Iin'jiuliccs, jealousies, and fears, to lu* overcome, and our people have given 
too nint h foundation for them; but my judgment and experience is, that they 
readily yield to liberal, frank, honorable, detding. 'I'he allusion by Prest. 
Uuchanan. in his annual nie.ssage, to our relations with Spani.sh America, and 
his s(U’cial mc.ssage in relation to the sedzure of Walker, both of which I have 
translated aiul iiad j)ublished here, have had a strong innuence in correcting 
public' sentiment, and havci i)roduced a vewy favorable impression upon the 
(iovt. 

With high respect [el<'.|. 
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John H'. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the. United States “ 

No. 70 La Paz, May 28, iS^S. 

.Sir: In m\* despatc’h No. vvluc-h a('comi)anied the treatj-^, I had not 
time to remark, as fully as I desired, in ndation to Articles No. 26 and 27, 
whic'h articlt's I regard as th<‘ important nature of the treaty. 

hirst, tlu'V furnish a ba.sis, and pc'rfect justili cation, for any measures our 
<‘iovt. may we lit to adopt in n-sislance of the exclusive policy of Brazil in 
relation to the Amazon, or of Paraguay in relation to the Paraguay. 

Again, by giving us the right of eonstructing steamers upon, and of navi- 
gating all the Bolivian rivers, and, in addition to the exterior trade*, the 
carrying and traflic between all the places upon them, this Govt, is pre- 
{'lutic'd from granting any (‘xclusive privileges to induce the improvement and 
navigation of any of the.se river.s, except it be to citizems of the United States. 



Kuropc'an capitalists iiiv givint;- attention (o llu'sc rivers, esptsaalU' tlie 
tributaries of tlu! Ainazon, and scv(‘ral propositions have been made !)>■ them 
for removinp: the obstructions and (‘stablishinj; lines of steamers. ( )ne 
formal proposition, made about two years since, by a h nuich t’o., asked tlu' 
exclusive navij^ation of tlu' rivc'rs for <)t) years. I succeediHl, at the* tina*, in 
preventing’ its a('cei)tance, by rei)resenting the duration of the ex("lusive right 
as unreasonable, and by various other considerations and influenee.s which I 
brought to bear. 

I consider, however, that the only means whi(^h (his (lovt. can command 
for the introduction of navigation u[)()n its rivers, is the granting of an exclu 
sive right for a term of years; and that (he country to who.se ilag is conceeded 
that exclusive right will, during that term of years, secutt- a commanding 
influence here in tlu' lu'urt, and, perhaps, in the future, tin* most imptntant 
part, of South America. 'I'lie treaty, if I am as fortunate in its ratitication 
as in its negotiation, will sc'cure to our (lag this (‘xcinsive right, if it is gran(c<l 
at all, because It precludes such commission to any o(ht‘r. 

Here then are concisely llui imjxa'tant f<‘a(ur(‘s of (Ids treaty; 

That the country which has an uncpiestioned right to .so assei ts |.v/r 1 
the doctrine of the freedom of (he Aniaxon and La Plata, with their tribu- 
taries, to exterior Hags, 

2.'1 'I’hat, being under (he nec(‘Hsi(y of granting t'xrlusive rights for the 
improvement and navigation of its own (ributarie.s, (hose e.xclusive right.s 
must necessarily be grunted to us, and, as a tum.stsiuence, w(* will secure a 
permanent commercial and political ialluemH* in the country gianiing (hem. 
and an inlliience indirect, but substantial, in all the eountrie.s which wc 
travefvse to reach it, which iiu'ludes a Iarg(‘ portion of South .Xmerie.i. 

That this Govt is preimred and anxious (o inaki'. liberal ('once.ssionH to any 
Go. that will undertake the navigation of its rlvts’s (here i.s no doida. 

It should 1)0 borne in mind that Bolivia, as is shown l»y the map to whieh 
I referred in No. 6o,^ extends bc'low (he obstructions on the Madera, leaving 
her territory i)erfectly accessible to ateamers from the ocean. 

The Govt. ex{)ectH to leave hen* in about two weeks for the c-apital, (Sucre] 
and, if things remain cjuiet, will probably convene a ( *ongreHH tluu t*. If that 
is done, 1 shall i)roce(‘tI to Sucre with a view to securt' the riitiliralhu of the 
treaty, which may be endangenid by Brazilian inlluenees, or by its cuiiflict 
with proposals which may be received from any other rjuiirler for lh«* 
navigation of the rivers. 

Idnal action being had upon this subject, I sludl ask my recall, not winle 
ing to remain here, at the longest, beyond the etirly spring (March or April] 

With high respect [etc.]. 


! A1.. 


John l)(ina, Uniied Stales Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Lewis' Cass, 
Seeretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 71 La Paz, June 13, 1S5S, 

Sir: I'Ik' treaty 1 k‘(\v('('h the Unitt'tl States and the Argentine Confedera- 
tinn, in ivlatinn to llu‘ frei' navigation of the tributaries of l.a Plata, signed 
July io"‘ providesin artic'ley. tliat Holivia, as well as other States, may 
IxR'onie a part>' to said treaty. 'I'lui treaty, as it now stands, only applies to 
tlu^ 1‘arana and nruguai, but, under said Article 7, the adhesion of Bolivia 
would bind tlu‘ Argcuitine, us well as Bolivian (iovt., to api)ly the same prin- 
('iples to tin* i’araguay, and its tributaries the Pilcomayo and Bermejo. 
'TIk* Argentine ( iovl. has, already, grantt'd concc'ssions to a ('0. for the navi- 
gation of tlu' Bernujo inconsistent with the freedom of that river; but the 
('o. havi* failed to comply with the conditions of the concessions, and, if the 
tn*aty was math* to apply to the river, I presume that the (7ovt. would 
refrain from tlu'ir rt*m'wal, or any act inconsistent with it. 'The Bermejo, 
in its immediate aspt'cls, is more important to our commerce than any other 
tributary of f.a Plata, becaust* [mints near to the cities and provinces of 
'rucumati, Jujuy, Salta, and Oran in the Argentine, and Tarija in Bolivia, 
can be reached by that route, and their commerce*, now important, secured. 
In discussing tlu; provisions of the treaty recently concluded with this Govt., 
I proiHised a distinct reference to (he Argentine treaty, making Bolivia a 
party to it ; but was answert'd, that, although Bolivia was willing and desirous 
to b(‘come a party, still she could not properly do so, formally invited 
by one of the original contracting parties; and that, on receiving such an invi- 
tation, she wotdd give lu*r distinct adhesion, d'he general principles of the 
.Argentine treaty ai'e also in tlu; Bolivian, but tlu're are. matters of detail in 
applit'ation in both, which can only be si'cured by Bolivia becoming a party 
to tin? former es[)ccially, us I remarluxl above, the binding of the Argentine 
Govt, to a{)ply the .*.aine free [trincipli'S to the Paraguay and its tributaries. 

l‘‘or these reasons, and .also as an indication of consideration and respect 
ff)r this Govt., I would suggest that an oflieial copy of the. Argentine treaty 
be forwarded to this Legation, and that it instructed to request the 
Bolivian ( iovt. to become a [larty to tlu* .same. 

Witli (lesf)alch No. 55, of date Deo. 2811'," I transmitted an autograph 
letter from tlu* Presl. of Bolivia to the I’n'st. of the United States, and have 
not a.s yet received his reply. P(*rha[)s in the pressure and excitement 
attending tlu* present si'ssion of Gongress the .subject has been overlooked. 
A reply to a similar letter, and recognition, has been received from England 

‘ l)esp;Ui'lu*H, Hiilivia, vol. 2. , . . 



Buchanan, il one is not now on tne way. 

The British Govt, has expressed to this, its intention of resuming l.)iplo- 
matic relations, and has already appointed a Minister to Bolivia. 

With high respect, [etc.]. 
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John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Lucas M. de la 
Tapia, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bolivia ^ 

B La Paz, October 3, 1858. 

Sir: The undersigned. Minister Resident of the United States, ha.s the 
honor to advise His Excellency the Minister of Exterior Relations that after 
the informal conference which he held with His Excellency, some months 
since, in relation to the treaty between the United States and the Argentine 
Confederation which provides for the free navigation of certain tributaries of 
La Plata, he advised his Govt, of the willingness of that of Bolivia to become 
a party to said treaty, in accordance with one of its provisions: ^ and that, 
immediately on the reception of this information, his Govt, directed him to 
invite the Govt, of Bolivia to give its formal accession to said treaty, and 
transmitted to him full powers to act in the premises.® 

These directions and full powers the undersigned has just received; and, 
while he regrets his absence from the present residence of the Govt., and his 
consequent inability to confer personally with His Excellency, he regards 
the matter as one so simple in its details that it can be concluded by corre- 
spondence only. 

He therefore transmits to His Excellency the Minister a copy of his full 
powers, requesting from him as early an attention to the subject as other 
duties will permit, for the reason that these full powers only apply to himself, 
and that he has been officially advised of the appointment of his successor, 
whose arrival here may be expected within two months. 

This proposed accession in the view of the undersigned, may be effected, 
either by a declaration of accession on the part of the Govt, of Bolivia, made 
by one duly authorised to execute it, or in the more formal maimer of a treaty 
duly executed by the authorised agents of both Powers. The form which 
appears most proper to His Excellency will be readily adopted by the 
undersigned. 

He would further suggest, if His Excellency determines upon a treaty as 

^ Despatches, Bolivia, vol. 2, enclosed with Dana to the Secretaiy of State, No. 74, below, 
this part, doc. 446. 

* In Dana’s No. 71, above, this part, doc. 444. 

^ Cass to Dana, No. 18, of August 19, 1858, above, this volume, pt. 1, doc. 393. 



the most proper form, that he prepare and transmit a draft to the under- 
signed for his examination; or, if his occupations are such as to render that 
inconvenient, the undersigned will prepare and transmit one for the examina- 
tion of His Excellency. The treaty, after having been agreed upon, could 
be executed, there on the one part, and here on the other. If, on the other 
hand, the form of a mere Declaration of accession is adopted, it will be only 
necessary to transmit the same, properly executed on the part of the Govt, 
of Bolivia, to the Brest, of the United States for publication. Whether the 
form be treaty or declaration, it should embody the treaty between the 
United States and the Argentine Confederation; and, if His Excellency finds 
it desirable for the undersigned to prepare the draft for a treaty, he will 
much oblige him by the transmission of the copy in his possession of the 
treaty referred to, as said treaty is not in the archives of this Legation. 

These suggestions are hastily made for the purpose of eliciting the views 
and opinions of His Excellency the Minister upon the subject. 

It may perhaps be proper to remark, that the treaty between the United 
States and the Argentine Confederation, in its present state, only applies 
to the rivers Parana and Uruguay; but that, in accordance with its provi- 
sions, the accession of Bolivia would make it applicable to the Paraguay, and, 
I think, its tributaries, and thus render impossible the adoption of any 
exclusive policy on the part of the Argentine Govt, in relation to those 
waters. 

The undersigned [etc.]. 
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John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ’• 

[extract] 

No. 74 La Paz, October 12, 1838. 

Sir: ... At the same time, in accordance with the instructions in No. 
18.,^ I forwarded to the Minister another note Inviting negotiations, by cor- 
respondence, for the adhesion of Bolivia to the treaty between the U. S. and 
the Argentine Confederation, transmitting a copy of my full powers, and 
requesting an early attention to the subject as the full powers only applied 
to myself, and I expected, in a short time, to be relieved by the arrival of my 
successor. A copy of this note is attached marked B ? By the return post, 
yesterday, I received no reply; but a friend in Oruro writes me that my 
communications are in his hands for translation, and will be answered by 
the next post. 


lOO 




delay, as the post between this, and Oruro is only weekly: but I hope to be 
able to conclude it before my departure. If still unfinished on the arrival 
of my successor, but in such a state that a few days will suffice for its com- 
pletion, I shall await its termination before presenting my letter of recall, 
if such a course meets the approval of my successor. 

The Nos. of these despatches (17 and t8) indicate that there are three 
despatches from the Department, Nos. 14. 15 & 16, which have not reached 
the Legation; as the last despatch received previous to 17 & 18 was No. 13. 
dated Oct. 5. 1857. The Department, aware of their nature, can judge of 
the necessity of furnishing the Legation with duplicates.^ 

With high respect [etc.]. 
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John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 76 La Paz, October 26, 1838. 

Sir : I have recently received a communication from a gentleman who is 
at the side of the President, and his confidential friend, though not in office, 
asking me, in case it should become necessary, for the purpose of avoiding 
war with Peru, to propose the mediation of the United States, whether such 
mediation would be accepted. I have replied that I should consider any 
kind offices tending to preserve peace and remove the present misunderstand- 
ings between the two Govts., as but a manifestation of the interest which the 
Govt, of the U. S. really feels for the prosperity and advancement of the two 
countries; and I doubted not that my successor, on his arrival, would take the 
same view of the subject. But that I did not regard it as delicate or proper 
under the circumstances that a proposal for such mediation should originate 
in me. 

The correspondence in relation to the adhesion of Bolivia to the Argentine 
treaty is progressing, and I hope to bring it to a satisfactory termination 
before my departure, although some delay is caused by the fact that my 
suggestion, in No. 71,^ that the Legation be furnished with a copy of the 
Argentine treaty, was, unfortunately, overlooked by the Department. 

With high respect [etc.]. 

1 None of the despatches mentioned in this last paragraph, excepting No, 18, is pertinent 
to this publication. 

^ Despatches, Bolivia, vol. 2 . 

3 No copy of the communication referred to was found in the manuscript volume; its con- 
tents are indicated here. 


John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ’• 

No. 78 La Paz, December 10, i8f8. 

Sir: In my No. 76 ^ I remarked that a friend of President Linares had, 
by letter, made the inquiry, whether I would consent to act in the premises, 
provided a mediation or arbitration between the Govts of Bolivia and Peru 
should be found necessary. One of the Ministers of State Sen or Fernandes 
[Fernandez?] has recently been named Minister to Peru; with full powers to 
settle the questions at issue ; and on his journey through La Paz to Lima he 
had a conference with me upon the subject. He hopes to be able, by direct 
negotiation, to remove all obstacles to friendly relations; but, still, regards it 
as possible that mediation may be found necessary, and my services desirable. 
I expressed to him my willingness to aid in the accomplishment of the object, 
if a short delay at Lima on my return to the United States would suffice. 
I did not think it well for our relations and interests here to decline ; but the 
probability is slight that my services will be required. There may be a 
question of the propriety of my acting in the matter as my official relations 
with this Govt, will, at the time, have ceased. If the Department should 
regard it as improper or objectionable I should be happy to be advised to 
that effect by a communication under cover to Mr. Clay our Minister at 
Lima. Such a communication would reach there before it will be possible 
for me to do so, 

I have received from this Govt, the commission of Mr. Lewis Tod as Consul 
at Cobija with his execuatur duly executed thereon, and have forwarded it to 
him at that place. 

With high respect [etc.]. 


449 

John W. Dana, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States “ 

No. 80 La Paz, December 27, 1838. 

Sir: I have received, by the last post from Oruro, the Declaration of 
adhesion of Bolivia to the Argentine treaty. Not having time to prepare a 
translation I defer its transmission until the next steamer. 

My successor Genl. Smith has arrived and delivered to me Despatch No. 
19 and my letter of recall which accompanied it. The Govt, is still at 
Oruro, but there being uncertainty in relation to its movements, Genl, Smith 
will remain here a short time to ascertain them more definitely, before taking 
steps for his presentation. 


no 


PART II : COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOLIVIA 


Feeling a deep interest in this country, and the importance of maintaining 
with it the most kindly relations, I am very happy to find in my successor 
a gentleman so well calculated from his habits, manners, and sentiments to 
command the esteem, respect, and good will of both Govt, and people. 
I have no doubt that, in his hands, the interests of our country will be 
advanced, and that, under his influence, Spanish American prejudices will 
be softened. 

With high respect [etc.]. 
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John Cotton Smith, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 10 La Paz, July 13, 18 jg. 

Sir: Notwithstanding rumours of difficulty between this country and 
the neighbouring Republic of Peru, every thing as yet remains in a state of 
peace and tranquility. Diplomatic relations have been suspended between 
the two countries, and an invasion of Peru may perhaps be attempted, but 
up to this time, there are no signs of such an event. 

It is not probable that a Congress will be called in Bolivia the present year. 

But while there is nothing in the condition of this Republic to need ex- 
tended remark, I cannot but bring to the notice of your Excellency the 
favourable efifect produced upon the popular mind as respects the United 
States, by the successful! and glorious result of the expedition to Paraguay. 
It has raised the North American character very much in Bolivia, and if 
followed up as I hope it will be by prompt action in relation to the insults and 
outrages committed by other South American States upon the persons and 
property of our citizens, the happiest consequences are certain to follow. 
Heretofore England and France have entirely overshadowed the United 
States in relation to the influence exerted and the respect inspired upon the 
South American mind. A few more expeditions like that to Paraguay; a 
prompt demand for satisfaction whenever insults are offered or outrages com- 
mitted, will soon teach the people of this Southern Continent that the great 
Republic of the North cannot be spoken of with disdain, nor injured with 
impunity. 

With the highest respect [etc.]. 

1 Despatches, Bolivia, vol. 2. 



John Colton Smith, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 8 2 La Paz, Oedober ij, iSSQ- 

Sir; By tlu* last Mail I have had the honour to recievc a despatch from 
the Dept of Stale dated July 27^'^,^ containing a communication for the 
B()li\'ian MiiiisU'r for I'oix'ign AlTairs, and another with an accompanying 
letter for Lhnit J’ag«'. 

'I'lie former I havt' in accordance with instructions, presented to Senor 
Don 'romas I''rias now holding the office of Minister for foreign affairs for 
this Republic. Hi* expressed himself greatly pleased to learn that Lieut 
Page: was to continue the exploration of the South American rivers, and said 
that no elTorts would be wanting on the part of the fiolivian government to 
aid and assist him in evory possible and acceptable manner. In the interior 
of this Republic (the l)<;partments of Dhuquisaca and Cochabamba), much 
inti'rest is felt in opening up the navigation of the rivers to the commerce of 
the llriiU!d vStates. 

( )n the 28^’* of tlu! last month, the government of Bolivia arrived at La Paz 
from ('luHiuisai'a. It will i)robably remain here several months, and until 
all the (piestions an; regulated bedween Bolivia and l\;ru. At present, the 
state of feeling belwei'U the two ('lovernments is by no means of a pleasant 
or satisfactory dt'scrii)lion. I am sorry to be ol)liged to state, that the 
lu'ulth of Prt'sident Lenares appears to be somewhat feeble. For the sake 
of the country to whose best interests his continuance in olTice seems indis- 
pt'usable, I earnestly hope; that he. may speedily regain his usual strength; 
and long possess the powi'r which he worthily wields for the honour and 
hajipiness of the BoHviuu Republic. 

With sentiuKints of tlu; highest Respect [etc.]. 
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John Cotton Smith, United Stales Minister Resiclent in Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Semdary of Stale of the United States ^ 

No. 7 La Paz, June 1, i860. 

Sir: I have the honour to inform you that the differences between this 
Coveniment and that of Peru seem at last to be approaching a serious crisis. 

> DcKpatchcm, Holivia, vol. 2. 

« Smith appears to have numbered hie despatches very irregularly. 

a'l'liiH was not I'onied. No eonies of the enclosures referred to aopear in the 



Active hostilities indeed have not yet commenced, though the army oi this 
Republic is placed upon a war footing, and every preparation is being made 
either to repel an invasion from Peru, or if necessary to make one upon the 
territory of that power. 

In the mean time as a preliminary measure of hostile intentions, a decree 
of interdiction or complete nonintercourse of a commercial and business 
character with Peru, has been declared by this government and will this 
day go into full and complete operation. The government of Bolivia has 
shown in every possible manner consistant with its honour and dignity, a 
disposition to cultivate and maintain friendly relations with that of the 
neighbouring Republic, but the peculiar character of the Chief Magistrate 
of Peru seems to render all such efforts unavailing, and every renewed 
attempt at propitiation is only met with fresh outrage and by repeated 
insult. 

What will be the result of the present state of feeling between the 
two Republics it is impossible clearly to discover, but that right and 
justice are on the side of Bolivia in this dispute is distinctly evident 
to every intelligent and impartial observer. 

With the highest respect [etc.]. 
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John Cotton Smith, United States Minister Resident in Bolivia, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

La Paz, December is, iS6o. 

Sir: I have the honour to inform you that this Republic is at the present 
time in the enjoyment of perfect peace and tranquillity under the rule of its 
able and patriotic Chief Magistrate President Lenares — 

In August last, Genl Belzu formerly President of Bolivia, organized in 
Peru an insurrectionary movement against the present government. Pie 
advanced from Tacna to Puna a place upon the border of the great Lake of 
Titicaca, some sixty miles from the frontier of Bolivia. His friends made a 
plundering excursion over the border, and incited the Indians to murder two 
Bolivian officers by the promise of freeing them from the payment of their 
ancient and customary tribute if they would assist in changing the govern- 
ment, and in giving it to Belzu. 

This appeal to the savage passions and cupidity of an inferior race, had the 
effect to rally the respectable portion of the Bolivian people more closely 
around President Lenares who represents in his own person the white element 
of the population. Belzu finding that the feeling was so strong against 
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ment, about the first of November, disbanded his party, and fled to the 
coast. 

This government is apprehensive of an invasion by President Castilla of 
Peru after the rainy season is over next May or June, but from the present 
reported condition of the Republic of Peru, I consider this apprehension to 
be destitute of the smallest foundation. 

With great Respect [etc.]. 



PART III 

COMMUNICATIONS TO BRAZIL 
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Edward Livingston, Secretary of State of the United States, to Ethan A. Brown, 
United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro ^ 

[extuacts] 

No. II Washington, June i6, i8ji. 

Sir: I have to ackiiowledj^e the receipt at this Department of your several 
dcvSpatches, from N'*’ i to 7 , inclusively, . . . 

'Fhe IVesident approves no less of your conduct in declining the invitation 
of the luiropean diplomatic corps to visit the Ex-emperor for the ostensible 
purpose of ascertaining the authenticity of his abdication — such a step, even 
if it concealed no ulterior views, must have been suspicious to the New 
Government, and could be productive of no good. Your prudence in refus- 
ing to sign the address of the foreign diplomatic Agents claiming protection 
for their countrymen is also duly appreciated. The application showed 
either an unwarrantable distrust, or an insulting affectation of it. 

‘ Inatnictioiis, American States, vol. 14. 

Kthan A. Hrown, of (Jhto, to wliom this instruction was addressed, was commissioned 
('liarg6 d’affaires to Brazil on May 2O, 1830. liis first despatcli from Rio de Janeiro, dated 
I'chruary 28, 1831, states that he did not reach his post until March 12. He left it on 
April n, 1834. 

While this is the first instruction to him, containing matter which properly falls within 
the limits of the present publication when both date and subject-matter arc considered, the 
fcfilowing portion of an earlier instruction, transcribed from the same volume, is incorporated 
in this footiKjte, since, jf it had been written a little more than two months later, it would 
properly Iiave fallen within the scope of the collection; and, of course, it influenced his con- 
duct as much as if it had fallen witliin the chronological limits: 

Marlin Van Buren, Secretary of Stale of the United Slates, to Ethan A . Brown, United 
Stales Chargi d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro 

[liXTHACT] 

No. 2 Washington, October 20, 1S30. 

Sir: ... Of the remaining general duties of your mission, one will be to watch atten- 
tively the progress of the Brazilian Government and nation towards that state of 
complete political organization at which it is the wish of this Governnient to see all the 
South Aniericati States safely arrived, — to keep this Department informed of every 
occurrence of general Interest which may tend to illustrate the principles and spirit of 
the Imperial (»overnment, and to communicate such observations as will arise in your 
mind as to the general condition of the country and its relations with other States. 
Like all other nations enjoying the advantages of representative and popular iustitu- 
tions, (he Brazilian people must be divided into political parties. Although it may be 
useful for you to form a proper estimate of their views and of their influence in public 
affairs, yet you cannot be too careful to avoid every connexion with any of them, or to 
refrain from every indication in your acts and conversations, of any preference for 
particular ones over others. A perfect neutrality, in this regard, is indispensable to the 
[ircservallon of the respect and confidence which should always be attached to the 
diplomatic character, and which cannot be forfeited without detriment to the interests 
confided to a public Agent. The utmost caution is, tlftrefore, recommended to you in 
this respect, and, in transmitting to this Department the result of your observations 
upon all tliese points, you will use every precaution which prudence may suggest for the 
security of your despatches, and to guard against the disclosure of any remarks in which 
you may indulge, which could produce unfavorable impressions as to the feelings of the 


ll. A new letter ol inlrociuetion to tli(* {^rcHCiit vSecretary of State for 
For(‘iij;n Affairs, under the New ( >t)vernmeiU, lias been prei)ared by dirtu'tion 
of the President, and is herewith transmitted to you, witli a copy of it for 
your perusal. n[)on didivering' that letter, which you will take an early 
opi)ortunity of doing, you will e.\[)n‘ss the very friendly si'ntiments which tin* 
rn'sideut a)ntimu's to entertain towards tlie (Government and people of 
Brazil. 

'I'he rule of couduet which you adoi)ted with regard to the changes referred 
to, in tlu; ( 'lovermnent to which you were accredited, is that which it wall be 
proiH'r for you to observe* in refeu’ence to any other political changes which 
may hai)i)en at the sana* [)lace, during your residence there; of keei)ing up an 
ofllcial intercourse, and transacting the busiru'ss of your Legation with the 
lU'W depositaries of the j)ublic imwer, i)rovid(‘d they are wi'll established. 
Of those changes, however, it will be well for you to keep this (Gov('rnment 
regularly infornu'd. . . . 

I am [etc.]. 
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John Forsyth, Secretary of State of the. United States', to Williant Hunter, 
United States Charf>/i d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro ^ 

[hxtu.vctsI 

No. 6 WAsHtNtrroN, September /y, iiVj,/. 

Sir: You have* already received your (‘ommission as (’hargf* d'Anaires of 
the United States to Brazil and have t.aken the oath prescTibed by the 
Oonstitution. . . . 

Your presentation to tlu* Regents by tin* Minister of l''or('ign .MTairs will 
afford you an ojiportunity whu'h you will embrace to express in a suitable 
manner the grati/j<'ation the 1‘rt‘sident <I(*riveH from n'liewing the interc'our.st* 
between the (wo (Governments through the channel of a dii)lomatit' agent of 
tlu* United States at Rio de Janeiro, and liis confident hope that the. few 
remaiiiiug subjects of discussion l)etween them will speedily be adjusted to 
(heir mutual satisfaction that their relations of concord and good will may 
be still strongc'r cemented and still further improved. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

’ InHtructlcsnH, lirazll, vol. i *;. 

William lluntcr, of KhoiU* liilund, wuh coinuiisHiotu'd ehnrgf' (rtifTtures to Jlriuil cm Juiu* 
.^S, 1H34. Oil S(*|)tt*nil)t'r <^41, he whh <*oiunuK8iom'<l envoy cxlrtiordinary tuid minister 
nU'iiipoUmtiary, preaetUiiig i>i« eretUnjtiuls uh Budi, on Jumiury i, 1842. He took leave on 
1 foeemlier y, 1843. 
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John Forsyth, Forniory of State of the United States, to Willlain Hunter, 
United States Chargi' d' A ffaires at Rio de Janeiro *■ 

No. H VVAsniNCTONf, November ij, /(V,’./. 

.Sir: ('oniniunic'ation munhi'n'd lo." uniioimcin}^’ tluil; you would .sail 

IVotii Norfolk in tlu* ship Louisiiuui by tlu* 20 ';" inslanl: has bcuMi r('C(‘iv(‘d. 
In at'cordanco with your irciuost, tho trunk and box ('ontaininj; the books 
and i)a(H‘rs .spetafiod in your IVrsonal Instructions arc hcn'with scut to you 
by Mr. William Hunter Jr of tins I )cf)artmcnt. 

'I'lu* enclosed copies of correspondence relate to recc'Ut eflorts of this ( iov- 
ernnient to brinji about an acknowl(‘(lnenunit by Si)ain of tlu' iiuU'ix'iuhnuHi 
of her fornuM' Colonies in this hemisphenn’'* It is liopc'd that your i)osition 
at th(‘ Capital of brazil whos(' U'rritory is bounded on all sides by sonu' of 
those States, will enable yon to furtlu'i* the I*residcMit's object by im[)artin}t 
his bt'nevolenl wishes and doin^.s to the representatives of thosi^ States who 
reside' at Kio de Janeiro, and to their Inlluential citizens who freeiiu'nt that 
City. In di.scharKinK this duty, however, you will exe'rcj.se your bt'st judg- 
ment, and will endeavour to ('onve.y the impression that as our sympathy 
and interijosition have Ix'en disinterested, we conce'ive we have a right to 
expert that in any arrangement which may l)e enten'd into with Spain for llu' 
objee'l in tpiestion, no commercial or other i)rivilege will be concc'dt'd to her 
to tlu* disadvantage* e)f the* Unite'd Stat(*s. 

I have* the* honor [e*tc.I. 
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John Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United Stales, to Jos6 F. da F. Cavaleamti 
de Albtuinerque, Brazilian Charge (V Affaires at Washington^ 

Wasiiincjton, December ct, iJljd- 

Sir: I ree'eived on tlu* 2‘;th ultimo the letter which you did me* the: honor 
to addre.ss to me under date the iJh of that me)nth,® ae'e:ompanie*d by a co()y 
e)f the* law relative to the amendments recently introduced into the Constilii- 

' Hrnzil, vol, 15, 

’ Not int liitlfei in this pulilu'setiim. 

N'u ri)[>it'S eif tlu* ene’ioMurea rt’frneei ttt wesre* found with the*, fde' e'.opy of the* itiHlructioei. 
hfinw, dit' voluetit'H iuni partu fontaiiu'iiK ('tiiniiiunie'ationH to and from .Spain, (“apt:- 
riatly, and ulw sevreul e)f tlintie of the SpaniHU Anierifan cenintrioH, notably t'olomhia. 

* Xoiofi foan Itiazil, vol. e>. 

jose I-raiu iwo de* I’aula tnvnlntnti de* Alhu(jue*re[ue, to whom thia note* w.a.s adelrcfiNctl, 
nrt'HftUctl hiH t-rctlcntialH an t'hargo d'alTaireaea Unizil, on I )(H'(‘nihiir 31, 1H33. lit; took 
leave’ mi lulv J3, iH3H. Again, on May ay, 1^56, he prc'Hentt;tl t're'demtialH. On AiigUHt 26, 



non or Drazii, in wnosu wenare you are corret-.i, in luui uu- viruvn 

ment; of the United States takes a lively interest. 

With you, I cherish the persuasion, that by the recent dianj'i's, assimiiat- 
ing in some degree the Constitution of Brazil to that under which the United 
States have so greatly prospered, another motive is given for pcM’ix'tuating 
the friendly relations that happily exist between our resijcctive countries. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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John Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States, to WUIUdh Hunter, 
United States Charg 6 (V Affaires at Rio do Janeiro ^ 

[bxtuacth] 

No. 28 WA.siirNC.TON, November 20, iSjO. 

Sir; Your despatches to N'' 45, inclusive, with the (exception of N"" 3() and 
39, (of which you will transmit duplicates) have been rectuved.'-' 

The President learnt with .some surprize and with great regrt't that a con^ 
mercial treaty partial in its provisions had been concludi^cl between Brazil 
and Portugal. Before, he received intelligence of tlu^ signing of the treaty, ht' 
was not aware, as you appear to have Ixieii, that a lu'goliation for lliat 
object was on foot at Rio de Janeiro. 

It is undeniable^ that our own treaty with Brazil ('xpressly rei'ognist's ht*r 
right to enter into any commercial arrangement she may choose with Portu- 
gal. We. are at liberty to expostulate with her, howev(;r, in regard to any 
such convention which may be deemed jirejudicial to the ('omniei'c'ial inter- 
ests of the United States. . . 

It would be proiier and perhaps not unavailing for you to advert to the 
fact that the United States first acknowledged the indeiiencUmct* of Brazil. 
The political form of that government occaslon<‘d no hesitation in its recogni- 
tion by ours and the measure was adopted with an alacrity and with a dis» 
regard of con.seiiuent risks which gave us a right to expect that no pi ivilege 
would be extended to any other nation in the Brazilian Umiiln* in which wt' 
might not eciually share. We have never sougliL and do not de.sire i*xclusive 
commercial advantages from any of the Amc:rica.n Stales. 4 'Iu‘ disinttn’- 
estedness of our policy in relation to them is notorious. It will not bi* dtmied 
that from our frank avowal of that policy and from our prompt and decisive* 
steps in accordance with it, those states have derivi'd material lienelit. 
Asking nothing from their gratitude, we d('t‘m our claim to their justice* to 

^ Instructions, Brazil, vol. 15. 

^ None of the three despatches mentioned by number was found to be pertinent to this 
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be irresistible. This claim would certainly be disregarded if our commerce 
with those states should not be put upon a footing of entire equality with that 
of all other nations. A conviction of the strength of this claim probably 
led the Department to direct M; Tudor to remonstrate against the introduc- 
tion of the exception in favor of Portugal into the treaty which he was author- 
ized to conclude, and to consent to it only in the event of its being made a 
sine qua non. The fruitless result of his zealous and able efforts for this 
purpose is imputable chiefly, as is believed, to the circumstance that the 
European powers who had preceded us in negotiating with Brazil, had agreed 
to the exception from motives of policy peculiar to themselves. Mr. Tudor 
was assured by the Brazilian negotiators that it would not be used to affect 
trade and that its object was to enable Brazil to encourage emigration. 
The treaty made with Portugal in consequence of the exception disproves the 
first assertion, and Mr. Tudor’s reply that emigration would take place with- 
out holding out peculiar inducements to the Portuguese, was conclusive. 
But even if it were otherwise, the surplus population that Portugal could 
spare, would never make a material addition to the inhabitants of a country 
so vast as Brazil, and certainly not one, sufficient to compensate for the 
certain and probable consequences of the partial and indefensible exception. 

If it should be said that, having formally agreed to the exception, we ought 
not to characterize as unjust any measures Brazil may adopt, founded upon 
it, it may be answered that if one nation enters into a covenant with another 
materially injurious to a third for whom she professes friendship, without 
palpable advantage to herself or one which she could not gain in any other 
way, the injured party would have just cause to complain. Such an act 
differing little from actual Injustice, would be indubitable evidence of 
unfriendliness. 

Intelligence recently communicated by Mr. Kavanagh from Lisbon, 
affords additional incentives to frustrate the ratification of the treaty. He 
states that its ratification by the Portuguese Government had been strongly 
opposed in the council of Ministers, which had postponed final action on the 
instrument until they should hear of its fate in the Brazilian Legislature. 
The British Representative in Lisbon had exerted himself to defeat the rati- 
fication, and had invited Mr. Kavanagh to remonstrate on the part of the 
United States, informing him that if adopted, he should consider it as 
putting an end to the negotiation of a treaty with Great Britain. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 



expired, so far as it related to commerce and navigation, m December, 1841. 
Although that treaty was decidedly favorable to the United States, yet it is 
not known that Brazil has availed herself of the fact that it has expired, in 
order to place herself upon more advantageous ground in regard to us. On 
the contrary, it is believed that the same friendly spirit in which the treaty 
was formed has continued to be felt and that the same rate of duties which 
the treaty established still prevails, without any material change or modifi- 
cation. The United States therefore have not suffered by the expiration of 
the treaty. But as it is altogether uncertain how long Brazil will be able or 
willing to continue the present state of things, it is highly desirable that 
our commercial relations with that country should be placed on a more 
certain and secure footing. 

It is not probable, I think, that Brazil will be willing to negotiate upon this 
subject at this time. By her treaty with England, concluded in 1827, she 
conceded great advantages and subjected herself to very injurious restric- 
tions. This treaty was made a precedent for others, and particularly for 
that with the United States; and thus Brazil found herself in a position in 
regard to the principal nations of the world, altogether disadvantageous to 
herself; but one which, nevertheless, she could not change, without a breach 
of faith. It is understood that she does not consider that she can treat upon 
terms of equality until this treaty with England shall have expired, and this 
will not be until August, 1844. Even therefore if she should refuse to treat 
with us, under the existing state of things, we cannot regard it as a proof of 
unfriendliness, particularly as she has shown a willingness to extend to us all 
the benefits of our late treaty, without any express agreement to that effect. 

Although it is highly desirable that our relations with that country should 
be placed on a more certain basis than that on which they now stand, yet it 
is perhaps doubtful whether or not the first movement should come from us. 
There is every reason to suppose that the feeling of the people of Brazil is 
more kind towards the United States than towards England or France. 
It is true that her trade with England is greater in amount than her trade 
with us, but it is also true that it is less advantageous to her. The balance 
of trade with England is always largely against her, and the demands of Eng- 
land are considered by her as altogether too exacting. Hence she will 

1 Instructions, Brazil, vol. 15. 

_ George H. ProfHt, of Indiana, to whom this instruction was addressed, had been commis- 
sioned envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary, on June 7, 1843. He took leave 
on August 10, 1844, his appointment not having been confirmed by the Senate. 



solidate her commercial relations with us, from whom she Avill naturally 
expect a more liberal treatment. But she will not, as I have before re- 
marked, attempt to do this until she shall be disembarrassed of her present 
treaty with England. In the meantime, you will endeavour as far as 
possible, to learn her views, so that you may be prepared to act, whenever 
the proper time for action shall arrive. 

In all your negotiations and conversations upon this subject, you will 
bear in mind that the United States always act upon the principle of the 
perfect equality of nations. We acknowledge no superior claims of any one 
country over those of others, except such as rest on fair equivalents. We 
are willing to treat with Brazil on terms of perfect reciprocity in all respects, 
and we should therefore justly regard as unfriendly to us, any discrimination 
in favor of any other country. There is no reason why we should not be 
placed upon the footing of the most favored nation, in every respect. 

The commerce of this country with Brazil is of very great and rapidly 
increasing importance. The resources of that immense country are not yet 
half developed and it is impossible to calculate the extent to which she will 
ultimately be able to supply the wants of the rest of the world. Nothing is 
necessary but judicious systems at home and proper foreign connexions to 
insure to her the highest degree of prosperity. She is now no longer a de- 
pendence of Portugal, but a separate and independent power. Her form of 
government is in some degree popular and all her institutions are beginning 
to be placed on a more liberal basis. The usual and necessary consequences 
are beginning to be felt. Brazil feels her importance in the family of nations 
and her people see that they may reasonably expect to receive, for their own 
use, the proper rewards of their enterprize and industry. Hence an in- 
creased necessity and consequently an increased desire, on their part, to 
establish proper commercial relations with other countries. There is no 
country with which these relations can be more advantageously established 
than with the United States. There is no reason why the friendship between 
the two countries should not be perpetual. Neither of them has the least 
interest to encroach upon the rights or to injure the prosperity of the other. 
In the present state of feeling between them it is an easy thing to cement 
their friendship. In this view, you will endeavour so to regulate your con- 
duct as to conciliate the esteem, not only of the Emperor, but of the people. 
Be particularly cautious not to involve yourself in their local politics, and 
forbear to express publickly any unfavorable opinion of their measures or 
their men. It is certainly desirable that this government should be cor- 
rectly informed in regard to their local politics and the characters of the 
principal actors in them ; but the utmost prudence and caution are necessary 
in making even these communications. I am sure that I need not say any- 
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ciliatory course, in all things. Your own good sense and discretion will be 
made your guides. 

The necessity for pursuing the course here indicated, will be apparent to 
you when you reach Brazil. England has recently had at that Court an 
Ambassador with an outfit of £5000 and a salary of £12000. He is a man 
of great skill in diplomacy, of extensive information, and of the most liberal 
and magnificent hospitalities. The object of all this splendid preparation is 
very clear. France has recently drawn closer the ties of friendship between 
herself and Brazil, by the marriage of the Prince de Joinville with the Princess 
Francisca. These countries are anxiously awaiting the time when the ex- 
piration of the treaty with England will leave Brazil at liberty to form new 
relations. Other countries have their representatives there equally eager 
and equally watchful. Her commerce is eagerly sought by all these coun- 
tries and all are diligently engaged in preparing the way for ultimate success. 
We must approach the subject without the advantages which most of them 
possess. But we have a countervailing advantage in the greater liberality 
of our policy; in the fact that we have no colonies and therefore no incidental 
interests to consult; and in the confidence which Brazil may justly feel, that 
we have no ambitious aspirations, and no objects beyond the ostensible 
objects of trade and friendship. The course of our policy has been very 
liberal towards Brazil. We have not imposed an onerous duty on any of her 
productions, and on coffee, one of the most important of her articles of 
export, we have no duty at all. The condition of our country and our 
systems of domestic policy, enable us to offer better terms than any other 
nation can offer, and with a certainty that our commercial arrangement will 
be more enduring and less liable to fluctuations from the conflicts of our 
domestic interests. 

You will find that the British Ambassador of whom I have spoken has left 
Brazil, having failed of success in the object of his mission. This is certainly 
an encouraging circumstance, in as much as it indicates that England does 
not possess at that Court the overpowering influence which past events have 
warranted us in attributing to her. But we are not to suppose that she has 
either abandoned her hopes or relaxed her exertions. It is quite natural 
that she should seek all possible advantages in trade, for her own people. 
Of this we have no right to complain ; but we have a right to counteract her 
if we can, by fair and honorable diplomacy, so as to insure to our own country 
as favorable terms as shall be granted to her. If she shall become convinced 
that no exclusive benefits will be conceded to her, all other nations engaged 
in Brazilian trade may profit by her negotiations. We are perfectly willing 


such as Brazil cannot safely extend to other countries. There is no reason 
to believe that England is carrying on her negotiations in a spirit unfriendly 
to us. She naturally seeks every commercial advantage which she may by 
any possibility obtain, and in this other countries can find no just cause of 
complaint. But they have an equal right to guard their own interests; and 
if, in doing this, they should find it necessary to oppose the granting of any 
exclusive or peculiar advantage to her, she has no right to charge them with 
unfriendliness, or improper intermeddling. 

The negotiation with England is transferred to London. There is little 
doubt that the mission of Mt Ellis will be made the subject of discussion in 
Parliament, and in order that you may be well informed in regard to it, I 
have requested Mf Everett to transmit to you the London papers containing 
the debates. 

You have, along with these instructions, full power to negotiate a treaty of 
commerce and navigation. But it is greatly desired that the negotiation 
should be transferred to Washington; and this you will endeavor to effect, 
if possible. 

That England is endeavoring to abolish the institution of domestic slavery 
throughout the American continent, no longer admits of doubt. It is diffi- 
cult to imagine what motive she can have for this, except to destroy the com- 
petition of slave labour with that of certain of her colonies in the articles of 
sugar, cotton and rice. So great a measure of policy on the part of so great a 
nation can scarcely be attributed to a mere movement of humanity or phi- 
lanthropy. But whatever the motive may be, the effort cannot be witnessed 
by this government without very great concern. That institution exists 
in twelve States of our Union and is so interwoven with all their municipal 
systems, that it cannot be disturbed without serious danger of civil commo- 
tion. Whatever affects it in a neighbouring country, necessarily affects it 
incidentially among us. The very fact that the greatest maritime people 
in the world have interposed to destroy it, in one part of our continent, will 
serve to encourage the hopes and stimulate the exertions of those who are 
endeavoring to effect the same object in the United States. How far we 
should have the right or feel the inclination to resist such an attempt in 
Brazil, I do not undertake to say. But as the subject, in all its aspects, is 
one of deep interest to nearly half the States of our Union, it is of great 
importance that this government should be accurately and promptly in- 
formed of any movement in regard to it which may be made in other coun- 
tries. I invite your attention to this interesting matter and desire that you 
would communicate to this Department whatever information it may con- 
cern any portion of our country that this government should receive. 

By the oth article of our late treaty with England, it is stipulated that the 
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slaves) are allowed to exist ; and that they will urge upon all such powers the 
propriety and duty of closing such markets effectually at once and forever.” 
No particular mode of making these representations and remonstrances is 
pointed out, nor is it altogether clear that they should be made jointly and 
not severally. It is also, matter of great delicacy in itself, for a government 
that did not feel that it was fairly liable to the suspicion of allowing the sale 
of slaves, would be justly offended at such a gratuitous remonstrance on the 
part of other governments. While therefore you will hold yourself ready 
to unite with the English Minister ‘‘in all becoming representations and 
remonstrances,” which it may be necessary to make to the Brazilian govern- 
ment, you will be very cautious not to do so except upon proper grounds and 
in a becoming manner. 

Your attention is called to certain unadjusted claims of our citizens upon 
the government of Brazil, a full history of which you will find in the archives 
of the Legation. The last advices from your predecessor Mf Hunter, repre- 
sent those claims as in progress, with a fair prospect of a favorable result. 
The legislative forms of Brazil are represented to be somewhat dilatory, so 
that a considerable time will probably elapse before the final settlement of 
these claims can be effected. In the mean time, you will give your attention 
to them and press as speedy an adjustment of them as it may be decorous 
and proper to ask. 

In your communications with this Department, you will take up the his- 
tory of your Legation at the point at which your predecessor shall have left 
it, so as to leave no hiatus. And it is of the utmost importance that your 
communications should be as frequent as possible, and above all that they 
should be full, accurate and precise. 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 
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John C. Calhoun, Secretary of State of the United States, to Henry A . Wise, 
United States Minister to Brazil ^ 

[extract] 

No. 4 Washington, May 25, 1844. 

Sir: . . .The instructions of Mi Upshur to Ml Proffit upon the occasion 
of the departure of the latter on his mission, are so full upon the political and 
commercial relations between the two countries, and are of such recent date, 
as to require but little to be added to them at this time, Y ou are accordingly 
referred to them and will be guided by them.^ 

‘ Instructions, Brazil, vol. 15, 

^ For his No. 2, dated August i, 1843, see above, this part, doc. 430 . The subsequent five, 
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The mission to which you are appointed is regarded as the most important 
of any in this hemisphere. Next to the United States, Brazil is the most 
wealthy, the greatest and most firmly established of all the American powers. 

Between her and us there is a strict identity of interests on almost all 
subjects, without conflict, or even competition, on scarcely one. Thus 
fortunately situated in reference to each other, there should ever be peace 
and the kindest feelings and relations between them. To preserve the 
existing peace and to cherish and strengthen their present kind feelings ana 
relations, will be the first of your duties. 

You will find, accompanying this, a copy of the Treaty negotiated with 
Texas and the President’s Message transmitting it to the Senate for its 
approval, with the accompanying documents. You will embrace some early 
and suitable occasion to explain to the Brazilian government ^ the motives 
which led to the adoption of the measure at this time. It is important it 
should be made to understand, that it originated in no feelings of disrespect 
or hostility to Mexico. For that purpose it will be necessary to explain fully 
the views and policy of Great Britain in reference to Texas, especially as they 
relate to the subject of abolishing slavery there, and to point out the danger 
to which they would expose us and the necessity it imposed on us to adopt the 
measure we have, as the only one which could effectually guard against it. 

You will avail yourself of the occasion to impress on the Brazilian govern- 
ment the conviction, that it is our policy to cultivate the most friendly rela- 
tions with all the countries on this continent, and with none more than with 
Brazil. You will assure it that it is our most anxious desire to see them all 
settled down in peace under well established governments and employed in 
developing their great resources and advancing in wealth, population, power 
and civilization, free from all interference from any quarter in the regulation 
and management of their domestic concerns. It is our established policy 
not to interfere with the internal relations of any other country, and not to 
permit any other to interfere with ours. Brazil has the deepest interest in 
establishing the same policy, especially in reference to the important relation 
between the European and African races as it exists with her and in the 
Southern portion of our Union. Under no other can the two races live to- 
gether in peace and prosperity in either country. The avowed policy of 
Great Britain is to destroy that relation in both countries and throughout 
the world. If it should be consummated, it would destroy the peace and 
prosperity of both and transfer the production of tobacco, rice, cotton, 
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each country firmly opposing any attempt on the part of Great Britain to 
disturb the existing relation between the two races within their respective 
limits, and of each discountenancing any such attempts in that of the other. 

You will endeavor to impress the importance of this on the Brazilian 
Government and avail yourself of the occasion to express the satisfaction 
felt by this Government at the firm resistance it made against the attempt 
of Great Britain in the late negotiation, to make the abolition of slavery 
in Brazil a condition on which her sugar should be admitted on an equality 
into the British market with that produced in the Colonies of Great Britain. 
You will see the importance, in this connexion, of keeping yourself well 
informed and the Department promptly advised of all movements on the part 
of those acting under the authority of Great Britain in Brazil, and on that 
of the agents or emissaries of her abolition society to interfere with or disturb 
the relations between the two races in Brazil, and the measures which may 
be adopted on the part of her Government to counteract and defeat such 
attempts. 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 
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John C. Calhoun, Secretary of State of the United States, to Henry A. Wise, 
United States Minister to Brazil ’• 

[extract] 

No. 10 Washington, January 20, 184s . 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches num- 
bered from I to 8,2 inclusive. 

The subjects adverted to in your note to M • Franga of the 8th of November, 
last,® have an important bearing on the trade between the two countries, 
and I regret that the pressure of public business during the session of Con- 
gress, will not allow me sufficient leisure to examine them as fully as I could 
wish. The termination of the treaty with Great Britain presents a favorable 
occasion to secure advantages for our commerce which it has not heretofore 
enjoyed; and the system of reciprocal average duties which you suggest, 
seems to me as well calculated to promote the object as any other. But as 
the subject is one of importance and requires both study and deliberation, 
and as a new administration is so soon to succeed the present, it is deemed 
advisable to postpone for the present any special instructions in regard to it. 
This is considered the more proper inasmuch as no definitive arrangement 
» Instructions, Brazil, vol, 15. 

* Below pt. IV, doc. 565, is the portion of his No. 8 which is pertinent to this publication; 


come into power, unembarrassed by any preliminary steps on the part of the 
present. 

The same considerations make it proper to defer, for the present, any 
special instructions in reference to the existing difficulties between the gov- 
ernments of Buenos Ayres and Monte Video. It is clear that the rights of 
neutrals, the general interests of commerce, and the common feelings of 
humanity require that the unhappy contest should be terminated; and to 
effect it, the suggestions of Mr. Franga ^ would be taken immediately into 
consideration but for the reasons to which I have adverted. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Nicholas P. Trist, Acting Secretary of State, to Henry A. Wise, United States 

Minister to Brazil ^ 

No. 22 Washington, April 4, 1846. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch N? 
38,^ transmitting the letter of Mf Hopkins. 

M f Hopkins unfortunately has so far exceeded the purposes of his mission 
as to render his immediate recall necessary, as you will perceive from the 
enclosed copy of the instruction which has been addressed to him, bearing 
date the 30th ult^ The original is contained in the accompanying sealed 
package, which you will have the goodness to forward to its destination. 

Our position with reference to the armed intervention in the La Plata 
and to the countries more immediately affected by it, is one of peculiar deli- 
cacy and requires for the observance of our duties towards all the parties and 
a just regard to our own rights and interests, the exercise of the utmost 
prudence and circumspection. M, Harris, who will stop at Rio de Janeiro 
on his way to Buenos Ayres as the successor to Mf Brent, is the bearer of 
this communication. He has been fully instructed upon the subject of our 
relations with the Argentine Republic and has been desired to show you his 
instructions. These will apprise you of the reasons which have actuated the 
President in determining to withhold for the present an acknowledgement of 
the independence of Paraguay. The note from M^ Lisboa communicating 

^ Reported by Wise Avith extended comments in his No. 7, below, pt. iv, doc. 564. 

2 Instructions, Brazil, vol. 15. 

Nicholas P. Trist, of Virginia, who signed this instruction as Acting Secretary of State, 
was appointed chief clerk of the Department on August 28, 1845. While still holding this 
position, he was appointed commissioner to Mexico on April 15, 1847. His services in this 
capacity terminated in February, 1848. Before his return to Washington, someone else 
had been appointed chief clerk. 

3 See below, pt. iv, doc. 587. 

^ See this document, under its date, below, the volume and part containing communica- 



the request of Brazil upon this subject ^ has not yet been formally answered. 
You may, however, avail yourself of a proper opportunity to assure the 
Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, that the President has taken the appli- 
cation of his Government into respectful consideration, and that he has no 
disposition to keep the matter in suspense any longer than may be rendered 
necessary by the posture of affairs in that region. 

It will be in your power to impart to Harris while with you much in- 
formation which will be of high value to him in the discharge of the duties 
confided to him; and it will, I have no doubt, afford you mutual pleasure to 
interchange at all times the intelligence which you may become possessed of, 
and the views that you may severally be led to take of the successive scenes 
of the important drama on the theatre of which you will both be placed. 

I am, Sir [etc.]. 
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James Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States, to Henry A. Wise, 
United States Minister to Brazil 

No. 24 Washington, May 14, 1846. 

Sir: [Circular transmitting a copy of the President’s Proclamation of the 
preceding day declaring that war existed between the United States and 
Mexico.] ^ 
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James Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States, to Caspar Jos^ de 
Lisboa, Brazilian Minister to the United States ® 

Washington, February 2, 1847. 

Sir: I have had the honor yesterday to receive your note of the 21st 
ultimo,^ in which, referring to the recent imprisonment of Lieutenant Davis 
and the three sailors of the United States ship Saratoga by the City authori- 
ties of Rio de Janeiro on the 31st of October, last, you give me, in behalf of 

> For this note from Sr. Lisboa, Brazilian minister to the United States, see below, pt. iv, 
doc. 588. 

^ For the text of this circular Instruction, which went also to the Legation in Argentina, 
and to other South American countries where legations were established, see vol. i , pt. i, 
under its date; and for the proclamation, see the same volume and part, note i, p. 33. 

® Notes to Brazil, vol. 6. 

Chevalier Caspar Jose de Lisboa, to whom this note was addressed, presented his 
credentials as minister resident of Brazil on May 29, 1841 ; and, as envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary, on September 12, 1845. He took leave on July 22, 1847. 

^ Not included in the present publication because it was not found in the archives of the 


it is the earnest desire of Brazil to cultivate the most friendly relations”; 
that the Brazilian Government "has regretted extremely this disagreeable 
occurrence; — and will adopt the means proper to prevent similar occurrences 
hereafter”. 

Your note has been submitted to the President, who has instructed me to 
inform you, that he is entirely satisfied with this frank and honorable expla- 
nation ; and that the whole occurrence, so far as the United States are con- 
cerned, shall henceforward be buried in oblivion. 

I am further instructed to say, that the President most cordially recipro- 
cates the friendly feelings which you have expressed on the part of the Bra- 
zilian Government, and that it is- his earnest desire, as it shall be his constant 
endeavor, to strengthen the bonds of friendship which now so happily unite 
the two nations. 

I cannot suffer the occasion to pass without expressing my own gratifica- 
tion at the manner in which you have treated this delicate affair, which, in 
less able and practised hands, might have impaired the cherished friendship, 
if it had not endangered the peace, between the two nations. 

I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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James Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States, to Henry A. Wise, 
United States Minister to Brazil ^ 

No. 30 Washington, February 2, 1847. 

Sir : I transmit herewith copies of the notes which have passed between 
Mr. Lisboa and myself in relation to the imprisonment of Lieutenant Davis 
and the three sailors of the United States ship Saratoga by the Police Guard 
at Rio de Janeiro on the 31st of October, last.^ From these you will perceive 
that the serious controversy with the Brazilian Government arising out of 
this act has been amicably and honorably adjusted. It would be useless to 
detail the steps which led to this arrangement. You will perceive that 
although Mr. Lisboa’s note is dated on the 21st January, it was not delivered 
by him to me until yesterday. In the mean time we had several conferences 
which resulted in so changing its original form and character as to render 
its terms satisfactory to the President. 

Lisboa, who has conducted himself with much propriety throughout 

‘ Instructions, Brazil, vol. 15. 

2 For Buchanan’s note to Sr. Lisboa here referred to, bearing this same date, February 2, 
1847, in the first paragraph of which is repeated the purport of Sr. Lisboa’s to him, of Jan- 
uary 21, 1847, also referred to here, see above, this part, doc. 464. 


the whole affair, is anxious that his note should not be published at Rio, 
apprehending the strictures which it might occasion in the Legislative Cham- 
bers. I informed him that I would request you not to publish the note and 
to confine yourself to the declaration that the controversy had been settled 
after explanations from the Brazilian Government, through their Minister 
at Washington, which were entirely satisfactory to the Government of the 
United States. 

The affair, when it first transpired in this country, produced much sensa- 
tion in our commercial cities. The commercial community are always 
sensibly alive to every occurrence which may threaten injury to any branch 
of our foreign trade; and that with Brazil is of great importance to the United 
States. 

The President has instructed me to say to you that he has been gratified 
to see that your course in respect to Lieutenant Davis and the imprisoned 
seamen has been marked by that energy and zeal which the diplomatic agents 
of the United States abroad are always expected to exhibit when their fellow 
citizens have been wronged or the flag of their country has been insulted. 
And further, that he relies with confidence, the " amende honorable ’ ' having 
been made by Brazil, that your conduct towards the Brazilian authorities 
will be guided by a desire to restore harmony and promote friendship 
between the two countries, whose mutual interests are so deeply identified 
with each other. 

Your despatches to N? 54, inclusive, have been received. 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 
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James Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States, to Henry A. . Wise, 
United States Minister to Brazil ^ 

No. 33 Washington, March zq, 1847. 

Sir: Your despatch N® 54 of the 9th December, last,^ was received at this 
Department on the 7th February. 

Your suggestion in that despatch that the Brazilian Government would 
probably instruct Mr. Lisboa to represent that you were obnoxious to that 
Government and thus gently hint your recall, has been more than realized 
and it has now become proper that I should communicate to you a statement 
of what has occurred between Mr. Lisboa and myself on that subject. 

At our first conference on the 20*^ January, last, in relation to tlie im- 
prisonment of Lieutenant Davis and the American sailors, which was some- 
what animated on both sides. IVTr. T.isbrifi a frirmal t'c»niiiaG+- nnHor 



nations to recall him on the request of the Power to which he had been 
accredited. He cited some cases in which Ministers had been recalled for 
this reason, although particularly agreeable to the Governments by which 
they had been appointed. 

I gave him a prompt and decided, though civil, answer to this reciuest. 
Without contesting the general principle, I told him explicitly, that to recall 
you, under existing circumstances, was entirely out of the question. The 
President would not think of it for a moment. That your recall, at the 
present time, might and would be construed into an admission that the 
Brazilian authorities had acted correctly in imprisoning Lieutenant Davis 
and the American sailors, and a disapprobation of your efforts to obtain their 
release; and that the President would never, by his conduct, afford any 
ground for such an inference. 

Mr. Lisboa adhered, with considerable pertinacity, to this request, and 
after he had intimated that the Brazilian Government might, in case of 
refusal, order you to leave the country, I replied that they might assume tliis 
responsibility if they thought proper. You would certainly not be recalled. 
He stated at once that they never would do that. 

At our next interview, on the 2ist of January, Mr. Lisboa again recurred to 
the subject, but not with his former earnestness. He reminded me that I had 
informed him in conversation, some time before, that you had expressed a 
desire to return home next spring or summer, and asked if such was still your 
intention. I told him I was not aware that you had changed your purpose; 
but that the President would, I had no doubt, request you to remain at Rio 
until the existing difficulty between the two Governments should be finally 
adjusted. 

At three subsequent interviews which we held prior to the ffnal adjustment 
of the controversy between the two Governments, Mr. Lisboa never alluded 
to the subject of your recall, and I had hoped that it would not be further 
pressed. For this reason, I did not refer to it in my despatch to you of the 
2nd of February.’^ 

Late in the afternoon of that day, however, after my despatch to you had 
been concluded, Mr, Lisboa called at the Department and urged your recall. 
He read to me instructions which he had recently received from his Govern- 
ment, dated, as he observed, after the baptism of the Imperial Princess and 
the fete of the Emperor’s birthday, requiring him to present the request to 
the President, through the Secretary of State. Of these instructions, dated 
16*:^ November and 5th December, he subsequently furnished me copies, 

^ Above, this part, doc. 465. 
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He said that the affair of Lieutenant Davis and the three sailors had now 
been happily adjusted and the request for your recall had no connexion with 
that controversy. It arose from a perfect conviction, on the part of the 
Imperial Government, that the friendship and harmony which they desired, 
above all things, to cultivate with the Government of the United States, 
were every moment in danger whilst so excitable a gentleman as yourself 
should continue to be the minister. That in consequence of your own 
conduct and that of Commodore Rousseau, by your advice, on the occasion 
of the baptismal and birthday f^tes, the Emperor had determined that you 
should never again be invited to Court; and he asked how a Minister could 
get along under such circumstances? He urged, that according to the estab- 
lished usage of nations, courtesy required that the President should not con- 
tinue you at Rio against the protestations of the Imperial Government. He 
said that they had no desire to wound your feelings in any manner. All 
they wished was that you should leave Rio ; and if I could assure him that you 
would return to the United States at the time you yourself had designated, 
before the unpleasant occurrence in regard to Lieutenant Davis and the 
sailors, he thought it possible they would be satisfied. That the Brazilian 
Government had now done their duty in asking your recall ; and if you should 
hereafter involve the two countries in new and serious disputes, the respon- 
sibility would rest, not upon them, but on the Government of the United 
States. 

In reply, I stated that I had not anticipated such a formal and reiterated 
request for your recall, that I would submit the question to the President, and 
furnish him a specific answer. I observed that it was impossible to disguise 
the fact that this request arose out of the affair of the imprisonment of 
Lieutenant Davis and the sailors and was identified with this transaction. 
That the Brazilian Government, through his own agency, had but the day 
before made the amende honorable in regard to that affair; had expressed 
their regret at this disagreeable occurrence and had promised to adopt the 
necessary means to prevent similar occurrences hereafter. That I felt con- 
fident the President would not cast such a censure upon you as your recall 
would inply, for having performed your duty on that occasion. That the 
Brazilian Government had done you injustice in supposing that Commodore 
Rousseau had acted under your advice in refusing the accustomed honors on 
the baptismal and birthday f^tes, and that he was guided solely by his own 
sense of what was due to the national honor. 

It was true, I stated, that you had requested permission to return home 
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of Congress, would explicitly state that you had been recalled at your own 
request. I could, however, give him no certain information as to when you 
would probably leave Brazil, but would answer his inquiry after consulting 
the President. 

On the 10*?' February, Mr. Lisboa called again at the Department of State, 
when I read to him from a written paper the President’s answer to his re- 
quest, as follows: “The request presented by you to the President in behalf 
of the Brazilian Government, that he would recall Mr. Wise, has been under 
his serious consideration, and he has instructed me to give you the following 
answer; 

After a mature consideration of all the circumstances arising from the 
imprisonment of Lieutenant Davis and the American sailors by the local 
authorities at Rio de Janeiro, hedoes not believe that he could recall Mr. Wise 
without by implication, at least, subjecting him to a censure which in the 
President’s opinion he does not deserve, for his conduct on that occasion. 
The President has arrived at this determination notwithstanding his anxious 
desire to cultivate the most friendly relations with the Government of Brazil. 
He trusts that any unpleasant impressions produced by this affair may 
speedily pass away and be forgotten, and that during the remainder of Mr. 
Wise’s residence at the Imperial Court, nothing may occur to interrupt the 
harmony which ought ever to subsist between the two nations. 

In answer to your inquiry when it is expected Mr. Wise will return from his 
mission, I am instructed to inform you, that some time ago and long before 
the imprisonment of Lieutenant Davis, that gentleman had asked to be 
recalled, and the President had determined to accede to his request. This 
affair having been happily adjusted between the two Governments, the 
President will not change his original determination. A vessel of war will, 
therefore, proceed from the United States to Rio during the next spring, 
(probably in April or May) and will carry out a new Minister to Brazil. 
Soon after his arrival, Mr. Wise will return to the United States in the 
Columbia with Commodore Rousseau, whose term of service will then 
have expired.’’ 

Mr. Lisboa expressed much regret at this answer and said he would address 
me a formal note upon the subject so that he might have it in an authentic 
form to transmit to his Government. I told him that his note should be 
immediately answered in the language of the paper which I had just read to 
him; but suggested, that in my opinion, any further proceeding in this matter 
on his part, without producing any good effect, might tend to embarrass the 
relations between the two countries, which we desired might always be of 
the most friendly character. He said he would take the subject into con- 
sideration; and the result is that he has never presented the note. 


urged me to authorize him to say to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, simply that you would return to the United States, without adding 
either that the President would not recall you, or that you would be recalled 
on your own request. This I uniformly refused, stating that I could not 
vary the answer in any respect which I had read to him, under the instruction 
of the President. 

Accordingly, on the 2nd March, David Tod of Ohio was nominated to the 
Senate as Minister to Brazil “fw place of HetiTy A. Wise, TectiUed at his own 
request," and the nomination was confirmed on the following day. 

Neither the time of Mr. Tod’s departure nor the vessel which will take him 
to Rio has yet been designated, though she may probably sail during the 
month of May. It is the President’s request that you should continue at 
your post and perform the duties of the mission until his arrival and presenta- 
tion to the Emperor. Your letter of recall will be transmitted to you by 
Mf Tod. 

It is due to Mr. Lisboa to remark that in executing the instructions of his 
Government, he has uniformly conducted himself with great propriety and 
has throughout manifested a strong desire to preserve the most friendly 
relations between the two Governments. 

I am, Sir [etc.]. 

P.S. No despatch of a date subsequent to that of your N? 54 ^ has been 
received at this Department. 
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James Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States, to David Tod, United 
States Minister to Brazil ^ 

[extract] 

No. I Washington, Jmie ii, 1847. 

Sir: You have been made fully acquainted with the origin, progress and 
adjustment of the unhappy controversy between the Brazilian Government 
and Mr. Wise, arising out of the imprisonment of Lieutenant Davis and the 
three American sailors at Rio de Janeiro in October, last. The President 
until very recently had not entertained a doubt but that the settlement of 
this unpleasant affair between Mr. Lisboa and myself, upon terms honorable 
to both parties, would receive the approbation of the Brazilian Government. 
In this confident expectation, however, it would seem he has been disap- 
pointed. From the tone of the public Journals at Rio, as well as from 
1 Below, pt. rv, doc. 606. 


it is possible that the Brazilian Government may disavow the settlement 
as unauthorized, and may recall its Minister. It is right, therefore, that 
you should receive instructions to guide your conduct should this contin- 
gency have happened. 

The President will not depart from the ground which he has already 
occupied upon this question. He will consider it as definitively settled 
until the Brazilian Government shall again attempt to reopen the discussion. 
In that event, the attempt will doubtless be made at Washington, not at 
Rio de Janeiro; and even upon a contrary supposition, it would now be im- 
possible to furnish you instructions upon the subject, as the Department 
has received no official information on which these could be based. Unless 
further instructed, therefore, you will not suffer yourself to be drawn into 
any discussion of this question. Still, you may do much to tranquillize the 
Brazilian authorities and to convince them of the propriety of consigning 
this whole affair to oblivion. In all your intercourse, you will treat them 
with the utmost respect and give them every assurance of the President’s 
continued desire to cultivate their friendship. The commerce between the 
two countries is eminently beneficial, and any movement upon the part of 
either which might threaten its interruption, could not fail to prove highly 
prejudicial to both. With these precautionary observations, the subject is 
left to your own ability and discretion, from which the President augurs the 
happiest results. 

The recall of Mr. Lisboa would be unjust to him as well as disagreeable 
to the President. Throughout the whole affair, he has manifested the most 
anxious desire to serve his own country with honor and fidelity and at the 
same time prevent a serious misunderstanding between the two Govern- 
ments. This Government has neither sought nor obtained any advantage 
over him. I am perfectly persuaded that no candid and intelligent person 
who would carefully examine the testimony on both sides could fail to arrive 
at the conclusion that the controversy concerning the imprisonment of 
Lieutenant Davis and the three American sailors, has been settled upon fair 
and just terms for both parties. 

M- Lisboa has long represented his country in the United States and has 
by his uniformly correct conduct, acquired the regard, both of the public 
authorities and the people. He is held in general esteem by all who know 
him. Indeed, I am persuaded that no other Minister who could be sent 
from Brazil would be capable of rendering so much service to his country. 
His recall, under existing circumstances, would produce a sensation through- 
out the United States, and would inflame and aggravate a quarrel which 
has hitherto commanded very little of public attention. 

Whilst any active interference on your part in favor of Mr. Lisboa might 
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tunity offer, you might do justice to the fidelity, ability and success with 

which he has served his country. 

The full power with which you have been furnished will enable you to con- 
clude and sign a commercial Treaty with Brazil should the Government of 
that country manifest a disposition to conclude such a Treaty upon fair and 
equal terms. . . 

I am, Sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
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James Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States, to Henry A. Wise, 
United States Minister to Brazil ^ 

No. 34 Washington, June 12, 1847. 

Sir; Enclosed, I transmit by Mr. Tod a sealed letter from the President 
of the United States to the Emperor of Brazil, announcing the termination 
of your mission. An open copy of the letter also accompanies this. From 
the relations subsisting between yourself and the Brazilian Government, it 
may be doubtful whether the Emperor will grant you an audience for the 
purpose of presenting the original. It is very desirable that he should do 
so and that past differences may be forgotten. This would produce a happy 
effect in both countries. If you should ascertain, however, that such an 
audience would be refused, it might be better that it should not be asked. 

The Ohio, which will carry out Mr. Tod to Rio, will remain in that port 
until the arrival of the Brandywine, the vessel destined to relieve Commodore 
Rousseau. This arrangement has been made for your accommodation and 
so as to enable the Commodore and yourself to return immediately in the 
Columbia to the United States. From your late despatches it is manifest 
that you desire to leave Brazil with as little delay as possible. The Brandy- 
wine may not reach Rio until a month or more after the arrival of the Ohio. 

Your despatches to N° 59,® inclusive, with the exception of 56,^ have 
been received. 

I am. Sir, very respectfully [etc.]. 

1 The omitted portions of this instruction describe, in detail, just what parts of the treaty 
of 1828 were, and what were not, still in force; full powers were also said to be enclosed for 
concluding a claims convention; then too, he was referi’ed to the instructions to his prede- 
cessor, regarding the slave trade. 

2 Instructions, Brazil, vol. 15. 3 Below, pt. IV, doc. 61 1. 

^ Below, pt. IV, doc. 608. 
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James Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States, to David Tod, United 

States Minister to Brazil ^ 

No. 3 Washington, July 24, 1847. 

Sir: I transmit a sealed letter from the President ^ in answer to one from 
the Emperor of Brazil,® announcing Mr. Lisboa’s recall. An open copy of 
the letter is also enclosed which you will communicate to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs with a note requesting the appointment of a time for you 
to deliver the original to the Emperor in person. 

I am, Sir [etc.]. 

The President’s letter to the Emperor follows: 
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James K. Polk, President of the United States, to Dom Pedro II, Emperor of 

Brazil 

Great and Good Friend! 

The Chevalier Gaspar Jose Lisboa has this day delivered the letter which, 
under date the twenty sixth of April, last. Your Majesty has been pleased 
to address to me, announcing the termination of his mission as Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Your Majesty to this 
Government, and has taken leave of me in that character. 

I cannot permit this occasion to pass, without assuring Your Majesty, 
that Mr. Lisboa’s conduct, during his residence in the United States, has 
gained and secured for him general respect and good will. In his official 
intercourse with this Government, whilst he has been able, loyal and zealous 
in maintaining the interests of his own country, he has performed his high 
duties in a manner so acceptable as to secure for him my warmest regard. 
On his return to Brazil, he will, I am persuaded, assure Your Majesty of my 
friendly sentiments for you personally, and of the desire of the Government 
and people of the United States to preserve, strengthen and perpetuate 
concord and good understanding between the two nations. 

And so I recommend you to the protection of the Almighty. Written 
at Washington, the twenty second day of July, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and forty seven, and of the Independence of the 
United States, the seven tv serrtnH 



James Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States, to Felippe Jos 6 JP. 

Leal, Brazilian Charge d' Affaires ad interim at Washington ^ 

Washington, JO, 1S47. 

Sir: I have received a copy of the instructions from His Excellency Mr. 
Souza e Oliveira, the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, to yourself, 
dated on the 31st May, last,^ which you were kind enough to deliver to Mr. 
Derrick, then Acting Secretary of State, on the 5th instant, during my 
absence from this City. Since my return, I have examined these instruc- 
tions with all the care and attention to which they were entitled, considering 
the importance of the subject and the high source from which they have 
emanated, and shall now proceed to communicate to you the result of my 
deliberations. 

The instructions direct you to insist 

I. Upon "ample reparation" from the Government of the United 
States for the acts committed by Lieutenant Davis at Rio de Janeiro on 
the 31st October, last. 

And 2nd. These Instructions direct you to require from this Govern- 
ment "a categorical declaration that it had disapproved the conduct of its 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary at this [the Brazilian] 
Court, M' Henry A. Wise; and that it ordered his recall, as a mark of 
reparation due to Brazil.” 

3. You are also instructed to inform me "Should Mr. Tod have de- 
parted from the United States before you have received these instructions 
[which has proved to be the case] the Imperial Government is resolved not 
to receive him in his official character until he has agreed to give the satis- 
faction in the sense and terms in which you are charged to exact it.” 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs in his instructions has gone into an 
elaborate exposition of the facts upon which these demands upon the Gov- 
ernment of the United States are founded. If it should appear that in this 
exposition he has mistaken the true state of these facts, then it is confidently 
expected that the Brazilian Government will rest satisfied with the honorable 
adjustment of the controversy respecting Lieutenant Davis which was made 
by their Minister Mr. Lisboa and myself, and will suffer the whole affair to 
pass into oblivion. 

In order to confine the discussion to the true points of difference between 
the parties, it is necessary to undeceive the Imperial Government in regard 
to two essential misapprehensions. 

I. The declaration made by Mr. Lisboa in his note dated on the 21st 

» Notes to Brazil, vol. 6. 

Felippe lose Pereira Leal, secretary of leoi-ation. arterl as rharcrt^ rl'afFm' rPB nA i.inipri'ni 


January, last,^ was not equivalent, as His Excellency supposes, "to a renun- 
ciation of the right of the authorities of Brazil" to try and punish "crimes 
and infractions of their police regulations" committed within its territory 
by the sailors, citizens or subjects of any nation. That note contains no 
expression from which such an inference can be drawn. The Government 
of the United States never has denied or disputed this sovereign right of 
Brazil. On the contrary, its existence was cheerfully acknowledged by me 
in the conferences with Mr. Lisboa which preceded his note. 

It is true that Mr. Wise, in his correspondence with Baron Cayrii did not 
at first admit, in its just extent, this established principle of public law; but 
in his last note to that gentleman of the loth November, ^ he has recognized 
it in the clearest and most explicit manner. In it he declares "that in re- 
spect to the man who drew his knife on his fellow sailor whilst on shore, he 
[Mr. Wise] admits to the fullest extent the jurisdiction of Brazil." 

The question is therefore at once relieved from the misapprehension 
which pervades a great part of the instructions to you that this Government 
has denied to that of Brazil the sovereign jurisdiction over all persons of 
whatever nation within its territory. 

2. The Minister for Foreign Affairs has also mistaken the nature of the 
settlement between Mr. Lisboa and myself in another particular. This is 
confined, in express terms, to the case of Lieutenant Davis and the three 
American sailors. Neither in substance nor in form does it go beyond the 
unfortunate occurrences of the 31st of October, i846. It does not embrace 
the conduct of Mr. Wise and Commodore Rousseau on the 15th November 
and 2nd of December, as the Minister for Foreign Affairs supposes. Had 
Mr. Wise in his note to Baron Cayru of the 21st April, last,® gone beyond the 
affair of Lieutenant Davis and the three sailors, he would have exceeded his 
instructions. I am happy to find, therefore, upon a careful examination of 
this note, that it is confined to that subject alone. It does not refer, either 
directly or indirectly to any other matter. I have, therefore, been greatly 
surprised to find it stated in the instructions that "The Imperial Govern- 
ment cannot but see in that note a repetition of offences, since it is affirmed 
therein that the acts committed by the authorities of the United States on 
the 15th November and 2nd December, had for their object to express their 
feelings on account of what they regarded as an insult and offence to them", 
&c. &c. &c. No such affirmation is contained in the note of Mr. Wise. 

Having thus disembarrassed the case of two fruitful sources of error, 

I shall proceed to make a brief statement of the facts as they occurred on the 
31st of October, last, in regard to Lieutenant Davis and the sailors. This is 
derived from a careful examination of the depositions of the seven witnesses 
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Janeiro. These witnesses are the Reverend Thomas R. Lambert, C.haplain 
of the United States Frigate Columbia; W. E. Stark, a Lieutenant of Marine, 
attached to the Columbia; Alonzo B. Davis, a Lieutenant of the Navy, then 
attached to the Saratoga; Samuel Macoduck of the City of New York, 
Master of the Barque Harmony; William McLennan of the City of Balti- 
more, master of the Brig Chipola; Benjamin Wathington [sic], of New York, 
master of the ship Yazoo; and John Holliday, of London, master of the 
Barque Gardyne of Liverpool. 

From these it appears that in the afternoon of Saturday, the 31st October, 
last, Lieutenant Davis went on shore in pursuit of two deserters. After 
apprehending and securing one of them in his boat, and whilst seated in the 
store of Brewer & Co, William Davenport, a seaman attached to another 
boat, came and complained to Lieutenant Davis that Michael Driscoll, a 
seaman belonging to the boat under his immediate command, had drawn a 
knife upon him (Davenport). The Lieutenant immediately went to Dris- 
coll, who delivered up the knife to him, and took him as far as the back door 
of Brewer’s store, leading through to the wharf where the boat was lying. 
Driscoll was unquestionably drunk and was accompanied by two other 
sailors. There was no police guard in sight when Lieutenant Davis seized 
Driscoll, but they came up just as he reached the back door of the store. 
Lieutenant Davis was bringing him into the door to take him through the 
store to the boat, when they interfered and took hold of Driscoll. lieuten- 
ant Davis, supposing that the police had come to his assistance, still retained 
his hold of Driscoll, whilst he, the Chaplain Lambert and Lieutenant Stark, 
endeavored to explain to the guard that Lieutenant Davis was the officer 
of the drunken sailor, that he was taking him to the boat and that he required 
no assistance from the Police for this purpose. Notwithstanding this expla- 
nation, the Guard still held on to Driscoll and then Lieutenant Davis sur- 
rendered him. Meanwhile, both before and after his surrender, the soldiers 
of the guard kept beating Driscoll and the two other sailors with their 
swords until they were covered with blood; and even Lieutenant Davis’ 
clothes were smeared with the blood of Driscoll. 

The three sailors were thus in the custody of the Police Guard, which 
marched off with them, followed by an escort of fusileers. After Lieutenant 
Davis had surrendered the sailors, he immediately returned to the store of 
Brewer & Co, in quest of one Antonio, a clerk of Brewer & Co, to interpret 
for him to the superior officer of police, from whom he expected to obtain a 
release of the sailors. He at the same time put on a midshipman’s sword 
which he found lying on the counter, this being necessary to complete his 


fixed bayonets and drawn swords, which were put to his breast. He placed 
his hand upon his sword, and through Mr. Macoduck, who understood 
Spanish, asked for an interpreter. One appeared, and after a brief parley. 
Lieutenant Davis expressed a wish to see an officer belonging to the Palace. 
An officer (Mariano Joze da Cunha Pinheiro) appeared and invited him in. 
Lieutenant Davis went in with his sword in sheath. In the meantime 
Lieutenant Stark had overtaken the escort and was pushed in after Lieu- 
tenant Davis by the soldiers. When Lieutenant Davis entered, he had no 
opportunity of speaking a word in favor of the sailors, but was immediately 
seized, forcibly disarmed and imprisoned. 

Such was the excitement against Lieutenant Davis, that Mr. Wathington, 
one of the witnesses, was informed by an English gentleman present who 
understood the Portuguese language, “that he heard one of the Police Guard 
say that his officer had ordered him to run the American officer through with 
his bayonet; but that he was not going to do it, for if he did, he knew they 
would have hung him”. 

Whilst these transactions were proceeding within the palace, the gunner 
of the Saratoga was without. He was a peaceable spectator, engaged in 
eating something at the time. A number of soldiers came running up behind 
him and beat him so cruelly, in trying to push him into the palace, as to pro- 
duce the exclamation from an English gentleman standing by: “what do 
they do that for; the poor fellow was doing nothing; what a damned shame 
it is to treat him in that way.” 

The Purser’s steward of the Saratoga was, also, on the ground in front of 
the palace, where one or more soldiers beat him with the butts of their 
musquets. 

An old man, a warrant officer in the Navy of the United States, whilst 
walking towards the palace in a peaceable manner, was met by a young man 
in a green uniform, who struck him several blows with a cane across the face 
and head without the slightest provocation, not a single word being spoke 
[s'ic] by either party. 

Lieutenant Davis was detained in prison until Monday afternoon, the 
2nd November, when he was discharged by order of the Brazilian Govern- 
ment on the demand of Mr. Wise and at the request of Commodore Rousseau, 
who was anxious that he should proceed to the United States in the Saratoga, 
which was upon the point of sailing. It is due to the Brazilian authorities to 
acknowledge that Lieutenant Davis was kindly and courteously treated 
whilst in prison. 


Two of the sailors were discharged on Ihursday, the 5th of JNovemDer, 
having been acquitted of all improper conduct, and Driscoll, who drew the 
knife, was detained for trial. 

I have thus made from the testimony what appears to me to be a correct 
exposition of the facts. The scene was one of much confusion and excite- 
ment,— a great crowd had collected ; facts related by some of the witnesses 
are not stated by others; and yet after all, the depositions essentially sustain 
each other. 

His Excellency the Minister for Foreign Affairs endeavors to prove from 
the testimony of some of the witnesses, that Driscoll had been first seized by 
the Police guard and that Lieutenant Davis had attempted to rescue him out 
of their hands. He doubtless felt how ungracious it would have been for the 
Police to exercise the admitted right of taking a drunken sailor from the 
custody of his officer whilst in the act of taking him on ship board for punish- 
ment. In the ports of all countries where foreign men of war resort, when 
sailors go ashore, become intoxicated and violate police regulations by quar- 
relling with brother sailors, especially where they have insulted or injured 
none of the citizens of the country, their officers are always permitted to 
seize them and take them on board without obstruction unless they have 
been first apprehended by the police. This is the custom, founded on cour- 
tesy, among all nations. Their officers are the best police and severe disci- 
pline of a man of war the most efficacious punishment. 

Now who seized Driscoll first. Lieutenant Davis or the Police guard? 
That the first seizure was made by Lieutenant Davis, no police guard being 
in sight at the time, is positively sworn by the Chaplain Lambert, Lieutenant 
Stark and Lieutenant Davis. The attention of the other four -witnesses, 
Macoduck, McLennan, Wathington and Holliday was not drawn to the 
scene until the Police guard had come up to the back door of Brewer’s store, 
to which place Lieutenant Davis had brought Driscoll. Indeed, the three 
first named of these last witnesses, from their position within the store could 
not possibly have seen what had occurred before Driscoll was broug-lit to the 
back door; and when Holliday, the fourth witness, came down from the bal- 
cony of the Pharoux’s hotel where he had been, he first saw the police at- 
tempting to take the men away. But Wathington, on whose testimony 
His Excellency mainly relies, expressly corroborates the testimony of Lam- 
bert, Stark and Davis in this particular. He swears positively that -when he 
first got to the place at the back door of the store,” he "saw the police run- 
ning there from the market place near by on the South ”. And what was the 
state of the affair when the police came up? Let Wathington himself answer 
the question. " I saw there was difficulty at the back of the store and I went 
up there and saw some seamen belonging to the United States squadron 
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or tne American wimesses. inaeea, a copy oi me joraziuau uepusiuujia 
never was furnished to Mr. Wise and I did not obtain one until it was deliv- 
ered to me by Mr. Lisboa on the 4th February, last, after he and I had ad- 
justed the controversy. Whilst I shall follow the example of the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and not minutely examine that testimony, it may, how- 
ever, be observed that neither in the report of the Corporal Santos of the 
Police Guard, who sei2ed Driscoll, nor in the depositions of Guimaraez the 
Sergeant, nor in those of the soldiers of the fusileers, Sousa or Monteiro, nor 
of any other Brazilian witness, is any allusion whatever made to the occur- 
rences at the back door of Brewer’s store. They are entirely silent on this 
subject; and well they may be; because the improper conduct there and the 
cruel manner in which the sailors were treated, have caused the unfortunate 
difficulty between two Governments which ought ever to be friends. The 
Corporal Santos in his report of the 31st October, last, passes it all over by 
saying that he seized Driscoll “whilst he (Driscoll) was pursuing another 
with a knife in his hand, and then while conveying him to the prison of 
Aljube by order of the Most Illustrious sub Delegate of the District of San 
Jose, he was pursued by an English officer with a large number of seamen 
following’’. The Brazilian depositions are but an echo of this statement. 

I repeat, that they pass over entirely the important occurrences at the back 
door of Brewer’s store, out of which the whole difficulty has originated. 
Had Lieutenant Davis attempted at that place to rescue Driscoll out of the 
custody of the Police, surely this fact would have been mentioned. 

The brutal and cruel conduct of the Police towards the three sailors, both 
at the time and after they were taken from the custody of Lieutenant Davis, 
is not denied by His Excellency. On the contrary, he expresses regret for it ; 
but yet, whilst speaking of “the inhuman mode which is said in the deposi- 
tions to have been employed by the soldiers to oblige the seamen to follow 
them to prison ’’, he says they “are certainly not to be carried by the arm like 
a lady, nor to be taken on the shoulders like children”! This is very true. 
But neither are they to be beaten with swords until they are covered with 
their own blood. 

But the Minister for Foreign Affairs believes that after the Police Guard 
had seized the three sailors, and, joined by the soldiers, were conveying them 
to prison. Lieutenant Davis attempted to rescue them by force. If he had 
been guilty of such conduct, he would have been highly censurable. But is 
it credible that a single man armed with a sword, in the midst of a City con- 
taining two hundred thousand inhabitants, would be guilty of the insane 
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3.tt6nipt to rescue by force three suilors out of the hunds of 3 . Police g^iiuid. und 
a. numerous escort of fusileers? If he had committed such an extrcivagfance, 
he would be fitter for a mad house than to perform the duties of an American 
officer. Is it not much more reasonable to suppose, as he expressly swears, 
that he followed after the sailors for the purpose of making explanations to 
the Captain of the Guard and soliciting their discharge? This, as an Ameri- 
can officer it was his duty to do. Had he abandoned these poor sailors in 
this the time of their utmost need, he would have disgraced the service to 
which he belongs. Indeed it was Lieutenant Stark who, according to the 
testimony of Mr. Wathington, first suggested the idea of following the guard, 
observing “It is a damned shame to see men treated in that way; come 
Davis let us go and see what they are going to do with them”. 

In order to establish the fact of this attempted rescue, much stress has 
been laid upon the circumstance that before Lieutenant Davis followed the 
guard, he returned into Brewer’s store and put on a midshipman’s sword 
which he found on the counter. It is plainly proven both by the depositions 
of Lieutenants Stark and Davis, that the latter started to return to the store, 
not for the purpose of putting on his sword, which he had not brought with 
him from the ship, but for that of obtaining an interpreter to accompany 
him to the Chief Officer of the Guard. Being reminded, however, by Lieu- 
tenant Stark of the propriety of wearing his sword as a point of etiquette on 
such an occasion (a question on which, among military men, there cannot 
be two opinions) and “finding a sword on the counter belonging to one of 
the midshipmen (as Mr. Macoduck swears) he took it up” after having 
engaged an interpreter. Having buckled on the midshipman’s sword, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs endeavors to convey the impression that he 
sallied forth to attack the Police Guard with their escort. 

After Lieutenants Davis and Stark returned from the store of Brewer & 
Company, it is perfectly true that the former did run after the guard as stated 
by the Minister for Foreign Affairs. But was this for the purpose of attack- 
ing with his single arm the military force which surrounded the sailors and 
rescuing them, or merely for the purpose of overtaking them and standing 
by them upon their examination before the Chief Officer of Police? There 
is not one word in the testimony of the seven witnesses examined which gives 
the slightest color to the idea that he intended to attack the escort. Such 
an absurdity does not appear to have entered the mind of any one of them. 

Lieutenant Davis outran Lieutenant Stark and first overtook the guard. 
None of his companions had then reached the spot. At this moment a scene 
occurred which I shall present in the language of Lieutenant Davis himself. 


around and presented bayonets within a foot or two of his breast. He drew 
his sword and put it on guard, when the soldiers retreated. He then in- 
stantly sheathed his sword and followed to the palace steps.” 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs discredits this whole scene from the fact 
that none of the other witnesses mention it in their testimony. It is true 
they do not; but it is equally true that none of them had overtaken Lieuten- 
ant Davis when it occurred, and this in the midst of a crowded street. So 
far as regards the merits of the case; it is a matter of no importance whether 
it took place or not. It is only of consequence in regard to the character 
for veracity of a young officer who stands as high for truth and honor as any 
other in the American navy. 

It is of far more importance to ascertain what occurred at the palace; and 
here, fortunately, we have a cloud of witnesses substantiating the same 
statement. The Minister for Foreign Affairs believes that Lieutenant Davis 
entered the guard room of the palace with a drawn sword in his hand. If 
he had founded such a belief upon the testimony of the Brazilian witnesses 
it would not have been remarkable, because the two privates of the fusileers 
and others swear to this extraordinary statement. Besides, Corporal Santos, 
to whose misconduct at the back of Brewer’s store we owe the present unfor- 
tunate controversy, in his report from the Head Quarters of the Permanentes 
boldly affirms that Lieutenant Davis pursued him “and entered the guard 
room of the palace with a drawn sword in his hand in order to rescue the said 
seaman whom I [Santos] had made prisoner”. But it is truly remarkable 
that the Minister for Foreign Affairs should have derived this belief from the 
testimony of all or any of the witnesses examined before the American 
Consul, not a particle of which affords the least color for such a statement. 

Improbable as is the allegation that Lieutenant Davis attempted to rescue 
the sailors whilst in the street from the strong guard of Permanentes and sol- 
diers by which they were escorted, the improbability is greater beyond all 
comparison that he should have made the crazy attempt of rushing into 
the palace with a drawn sword in his hand, filled as it then was with Brazilian 
officers and soldiers, for the purpose, with his single arm, of rescuing these 
sailors. This would truly have been to cast himself into the Lion’s mouth. 
Fortunately for the sanity of Lieutenant Davis, he is relieved from this 
absurd charge by the witnesses examined before the American Consul, as 
well as by circumstances not denied by the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

That Lieutenant Davis was proceeding to the palace with no hostile intent, 
is demonstrated by the incident related by Mr. MoLennan. That witness 
swears that as the Lieutenant “got near the palace, several of the sailors 
belonging to the United States men of war were crowding to where Mr. Davis 
stood, and I heard him order them back”. 



indifferent between the parties, states this fact still more strongly, and swears 
that he shuddered at Lieutenant Davis’ danger, “having made up my [his] 
mind that he would be bayoneted on the spot In this critical and danger- 
ous position, he drew his sword, as the witness verily believed, in self defence; 
but both he and Macoduck, the only witnesses then present at the steps, 
with the exception of Davis himself, swear positively that the sword was 
sheathed when he entered the palace. From the character of the whole 
transaction, this must have been the case. Fie entered the palace by the 
invitation of the officer of the guard; and surely he could not have entered 
it otherwise. To suppose that he did, would be to affirm that he entered 
it by force, in the face of a file of soldiers armed with muskets and fixed 
bayonets which were put to his breast, and stationed there to guard and 
defend its entrance. To say this, would be to charge the Brazilian soldiers 
with a cowardly violation of duty, a reproach which I feel confident they 
do not deserve. 

The manner in which he entered, is clearly explained by Lieutenant Stark 
and himself. 

Lieutenant Stark, of whose conduct the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
speaks approvingly, was some fifty yards behind, and therefore did not wit- 
ness the scene to which I have just referred. When he came up, he found 
Lieutenant Davis inquiring “for the officer of the guard, who made his 
appearance. Something was said which deponent did not understand, but 
he judged from the motions of the officer that he invited Mr. Davis in. M^ 
Davis then walked in and as soon as he stepped in, a voice in the crowd 
exclaimed in English, — “now you are a prisoner”. As soon as Mr. Davis 
entered, they forcibly attempted to take his sword from him, which he 
refused to give up.” At this time Lieutenant Stark started from the guard 
room to go back for an interpreter, but in proceeding out, was seized by 
soldiers at the steps and taken back, when the officer of the guard ordered 
him to be released. 

The statement of Lieutenant Davis accords with that of Lieutenant 
Stark, though it is a little more minute. And here it is worthy of remark, 
that the incident at the palace gate which caused Mr. Flolliday to shudder 
for his danger, is passed over by Lieutenant Davis without notice. This 
shows how little he desired to aggravate the case. He swears “that he 
followed to the palace steps, that he stopped there and asked for the officer 
of the guard in the Spanish language. In a few minutes the officer came to 
the door and invited-the deponent to enter. He entered and immediately 
the officer laid his hand on the hilt of his sword, at the same time saying he 
was a prisoner. The deponent resisted the taking of his sword, upon which 
he was surrounded by officers and soldiers, a large number, and his sword 


Mr. Macoduck fully confirms this statement of the two officers, with addi- 
tional particulars, in regard to all which took place previously to the entrance 
of Lieutenant Davis, into the palace “with his sword in its sheath,’' as he 
positively swears. Mr. Macoduck did not enter the palace and therefore 
does not testify to what occurred within. 

How unfortunate was this treachery towards Lieutenant Davis! Had 
the captain of the guard, at the moment, dispassionately listened to the 
statement which he was prepared to make ; confirmed as it would have been 
by Lieutenant Stark and others, the three sailors would doubtless have been 
remanded to his custody and the two Governments would have been spared 
the present unfortunate cause of irritation against each other. To sum up 
the whole, it appears conclusively that a drunken sailor who had drawn his 
knife on a companion, with two other innocent sailors, was forcibly taken out 
of the custody of their officer by the Police Guard when taking them to his 
boat; that these poor American sailors were beaten with swords until they 
were covered with their own blood; and that this officer who followed them 
to the guard house to plead their cause before the captain of the guard, 
after being invited to enter, was treacherously seized and confined in prison. 

This being the position of the affair, Mr. Wise addressed a note to Baron 
Cayrii on the 2nd November,^ concluding with an expression of his confident 
hope that the Imperial Government would disclaim and disavow this outrage 
in all its parts ; that it would order the immediate release of Lieutenant Davis 
and the American sailors seized and imprisoned with him ; and that it would 
cause the soldiers of the guard who took the sailors from Lieutenant Davis’ 
command, and especially the officer at the time in command of the national 
guard, to be condignly punished. 

Without further tracing the proceedings at Rio de Janeiro, it is sufficient 
to state that the whole case was transferred to Washington to be adjusted 
between Mr. Lisboa and myself. This was done, as I firmly believe, in a 
manner equally honorable to both parties. In consideration of the great 
desire felt by the American Government to cultivate the most friendly rela- 
tions with Brazil, as well as of the firm and powerful representations of the 
able and faithful Brazilian Minister here, this Government abandoned the 
demand for the punishment of the captain and soldiers of the police guard of 
Brazil, and was contented with a simple expression of regret on the part of 
that Government on account of the unfortunate events of the 31®* October, 
last, and an assurance that the proper means should be adopted to prevent 
similar occurrences hereafter. This Government asked nothing which we 
would not cheerfully have granted to Brazil under the like circumstances; 
and it was with amazement and regret we learned that the course of Mr. 
Lisboa had been condemned bv his own Government, notwithstanding the 



cannot comply with the demand of the Minister for Foreign Affairs and 'will 
not grant the reparation required by the Government of Brazil for the acts 
committed by Lieutenant Davis at Rio de Janeiro on the 31st October, last, 
reparation, in his opinion, being clearly due from Brazil to the United States 
and not from the United States to Brazil. 

The second demand of the Minister for Foreign Affairs upon the Govern- 
ment of the United States is “a categorical declaration that it had dis- 
approved the conduct of their Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary at this [the Brazilian] Court, Mr. Flenry A. Wise; and that it ordered 
his recall as a mark of reparation due to Brazil.” 

The latter part of the required declaration is of a most extraordinary char- 
acter. It asks the President to falsify the truth of history and to declare that 
he had recalled Mr. Wise “as a mark of reparation due to Brazil"; when 
instead of this, the records of the Senate, published in the beginning of 
March, last, prove that he was recalled at his own request. I sincerely hope 
that from some strange accident the Minister for Foreign Affairs may not 
have known this to be the fact at the date of his instructions; because if he 
had, the demand could be viewed in no other light than an indignity to the 
President. He is asked to violate his personal honor and proclaim a known 
falsehood to the world, “as a mark of reparation due to Brazil ”. 

In regard to Mr. Wise’s conduct subsequently to the 31st October, last, 
in justice to Mr. Lisboa I have already stated that this subject was not em- 
braced in the settlement between that gentleman and myself. On the con- 
trary, in all our conferences, he obeyed the instructions of his government, 
and with a zeal, perseverance and ability which have rendered him an 
eminently successful minister in sustaining the interests of his country in 
the United States, he persisted in urging the recall of Mr. Wise on account 
of his conduct, especially on the occasion of the baptism of the Imperial 
Princess and the f6te of the Emperor’s birth day. The question, at Mr. 
Lisboa’s request, was submitted to the President, who after careful delibera- 
tion, directed me to return the following answer, which I read to him on the 
loth February, last, twenty days after the date of his note to me by which the 
affair of Lieutenant Davis and the three sailors was adjusted. 

“After a mature consideration of all the circumstances arising from the 
imprisonment of Lieutenant Davis and the American sailors by the local 
authorities at Rio de Janeiro, the President does not believe that he could 
recall Mr. Wise without, by implication at least, subjecting him to a censure, 
which in the President’s opinion he does not deserve for his conduct on the 
occasion. The President has arrived at this determination, notwithstanding 
his anxious desire to cultivate the most friendly relations with the Govern- 


this affair may speedily pass away and be forgotten, and that during the 
remainder of Mr. Wise’s residence at the Imperial Court, nothing may occur 
to interrupt the harmony which ought ever to subsist between the two nations. 

In answer to your inquiry when it is expected Mr. Wise will return from 
his mission, I am instructed to inform you, that some time ago and long 
before the imprisonment of Lieutenant Davis, that gentleman had asked to 
be recalled, and the President had determined to accede to his request. 
This affair having been happily adjusted between the two Governments, the 
President will not change his original determination. A vessel of war will, 
therefore, proceed from the United States to Rio during the next spring 
(probably in April or May) and will carry out a new Minister to Brazil. 
Soon after his arrival, Mr. Wise will return to the United States in the 
Columbia with Commodore Rousseau, whose term of service will then 
have expired.” 

Mr. Lisboa expressed much regret and dissatisfaction with this answer. 
He urged, among other arguments, as he had done before in conversation 
and continued to urge afterwards, that tlie purpose of keeping up diplomatic 
intercourse between nations was to preserve and strengthen their friendly 
relations with each other; and that, whenever, from any cause, a particular 
minister did not or could not accomplish this object, it was the custom of 
nations to recall him, on the request of the power to which he had been 
accredited. He cited some cases to prove that Ministers had been recalled 
for this reason alone, although particularly agreeable to the Governments 
by which they had been appointed. 

Without contesting this general principle, I always answered him in the 
same manner. I observed that there must necessarily be exceptions to this 
rule, arising out of special circumstances, and that the present was a case of 
that kind. That it would be impossible to recall Mr. Wise without involving 
an admission that the Brazilian authorities had acted correctly in imprison- 
ing Lieutenant Davis and the American sailors and a disapprobation of his 
efforts to obtain their release; and that the President would never, by his 
conduct, afford any ground for such an inference. After the settlement 
between Mr. Lisboa and myself, I said, in addition, that the object which the 
Brazilian Government had sought would now be accomplished, as Mr. Wise 
would leave that country early in the next summer; and with this they 
ought to be satisfied. 

The instructions of the Minister for Foreign Affairs render it necessary 
that I should advert more particularly to the conduct of Mr. Wise and 
Commodore Rousseau on the 15th November and 2nd December, last. 

On the first of these occasions, which was the celebration of the baptism 
of the Imperial Infant Isabella, Mr. Wise, although invited, did not appear 


On the second occasion, which was the f^te of the Emperor’s birth 
Mr. Wise not being invited, did not of course appear at Court, nor did 
Commodore Rousseau fire a salute or hoist the flags of the Columbia. 

In justice to Mr. Wise, it ought to be observed, that the Imperial Govern- 
ment are mistaken in supposing that it was through his advice or agency 
Commodore Rousseau omitted these ceremonies on either occasion. That 
gallant officer acted upon his own responsibility and from a sense of what he 
thought due to the honor of the American flag. 

Whilst the President is anxious that our public functionaries in Brazil 
should pay all due honors to His Imperial Majesty and his august family, 
he cannot, under the peculiar circumstances, condemn either the Minister 
or the Commodore for the mere omission to perform acts of customary 
ceremony. They were both at the time smarting under the recent insult and 
indignity which had been offered to the flag of their country by the Brazilian 
authorities in the affair of Lieutenant Davis and the three sailors, and which 
had just been approved and justified by the Government of Plis Imperial 
Majesty, and they embraced these occasions to manifest the sense which they 
felt of this insult and indignity. But after all, they only omitted to perform 
acts of courtesy from a deep conviction of what was due to their country; 
and this ought never to form a subject of grave complaint or endanger the 
peaceful relations between two friendly governments. 

Soon after these events, however, our vessels of war at Rio, greatly to the 
satisfaction of the President, commenced again, under the advice of Mr. Wise, 
to fire the customary salutes on festal occasions in honor of Brazil, and have, 
I believe, ever since continued this very proper and respectful practice. 

In regard to the speech said to have been delivered by Wise on the 
occasion of a baptism on board of an American ship in the harbor of Rio, 
I can say nothing, that gentleman having never adverted to the subject in 
any of his communications. I have not seen any account of it except one 
which appeared in a very few American newspapers some six or seven 
months ago. As this speech has never been referred to by the Brazilian 
Government until the date of the instructions on the May, last, I pre- 
sume they must also have derived their information from the same news- 
papers. Whilst in entire ignorance of the whole transaction from any other 
source, I yet venture to hazard the assertion, that its publication was never 
sanctioned by Mr. Wise as the Minister for Foreign Affairs supposes. 

3. You have also been directed to inform me in case Mr. Tod should 
have left the United States before your receipt of the instructions (which 
he had done) that “the Imperial Government is resolved not to receive him 
in his official character until he has agreed to give satisfaction, in the sense 


munication announcing this disapproval, I am informed that the Brazilian 
Government have taken the whole affair into their own hands, have pre- 
scribed the only terms upon which it can be settled, and have refused in 
advance to receive our Minister unless he should first agree to give the satis- 
faction required by these terms. All diplomatic relations are thus to cease 
between the two countries by the act of Brazil and the only means is to be 
rejected whereby national disputes can be peacefully and honorably ad- 
justed, through the direct agency of the parties. When one independent 
nation thus assumes the lofty ground of dictating terms to another to which 
she could not have expected submission, at the same time announcing that 
unless these terms should be yielded all friendly intercourse between them 
must be suspended, the natural inference from such conduct is that she in- 
tends an open rupture. And yet it is scarcely conceivable that the Govern- 
ment of Brazil should deliberately resolve to sever, in a manner thus rude, 
the bonds of friendship which have hitherto so happily united the two 
nations. Under this impression, the President will take no decisive step, 
either in relation to the existing controversy or to the urgent questions which 
have long been pending between the two Governments, until he shall have 
first learned that the Government of Brazil have actually refused to receive 
the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States. 
In the mean time, he ardently hopes that upon further reflection, the 
Imperial Government may have adopted more pacific counsels. 

I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 

P. S. As it is not clear from M! Wise's despatches that he had furnished 
Baron Cayrii with a copy of the depositions of the Chaplain Lambert and 
Lieutenants Davis and Stark, taken before the American Consul on the 5th 
day of November, last, I now furnish you such a copy for the use of the 
present Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

J. B. 
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James Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States, to David Tod, United 

States Minister to Brazil ^ 

No. 4 Washington, August 31, 184^. 

Sir: On the third instant Mr. Leal, the Charge d’Affaires of Brazil, called 
at the Department and informed me that he had been instructed by his Gov- 
ernment to state to me, in personal conference: i. That they had dis- 
avowed the settlement made between Mr. Lisboa and myself. 2. That in 
consequence thereof, he had been instructed to make an arrangement of the 


art air or Lieutenant Uavis with the Government or the United States. 3, 
That he had also been instructed to make an arrangement with this Govern- 
ment of the affair of Mr, Wise: and 4. That he had been instructed to com- 
municate to me, that if Mr. Tod had not received instructions to arrange 
these two affairs, he would not be officially received by the Brazilian Gov- 
ernment upon his arrival at Rio, nor until he had received such instructions. 

After Mr. Leal had proceeded so far as to make known to me the nature 
of the demands of the Brazilian Government in regard to the affairs of Lieu- 
tenant Davis and Mr. Wise, I asked him if he proposed to discuss these ques- 
tions in verbal conference. He replied that such were his instructions. I 
then objected to this mode of treating the questions. I said that the set- 
tlement between Mr. Lisboa and myself had been made in writing, and there 
ought therefore to be some communication in writing on the files of the 
Department to show that this settlement had been disavowed by the 
Brazilian Government;’- that in regard to any new arrangement of the 
questions in dispute, the subject was one of great importance and might 
possibly involve the friendly relations between the two Governments ; that 
this Government was responsible to the people and their Representatives 
for the manner in which their foreign relations were conducted ; and I should 
therefore be unwilling that the proceedings between us on so grave a question 
should rest entirely on his memory and my own. Congress might call for 
information and I could not report in answer a private conversation between 
him and myself. Besides, we might differ in our recollection and thus involve 
the subject in still greater difficulties than existed at present. I therefore 
suggested to him the propriety of addressing me a communication in writing. 

Mr. Leal replied that his Government was, also, a responsible Government; 
but his instructions were to treat with me on the subject in personal con- 
ference. Finally, however, after many remarks on both sides, but more on 
his part than mine, he promised that he would furnish me, within two or 
three days, either a memorandum in writing, or a copy of his whole in- 
structions. 

On the s*.'" instant he delivered to Mr. Derrick, in my absence from the 
City, a copy of his instructions, dated on the 31st May, last,® of which I 
now transmit you a copy. I also transmit you a copy of my answer to Mr. 
Leal dated on yesterday.® 

These two documents will make you fully acquainted with the present 
state of the affair as well as with the views of the President, to which you 
will of course conform. 

If the Brazilian Government have refused to receive you and should 

» Most of a line is left blank in the file copy of this instruction at this point, as if it had 
been the intention to insert a few words later; and the next line begins with a capital letter. 

* See below, pt. iv, doc. 617, Sr. Leal's note of August 2, 1847, asking for an appointment 



persist in this course until you can no longer indulge a reasonable hope that 
you will be received without making the required apology, then it is the 
President’s direction that you shall return to the United States. The frigate 
Savannah, on her return from the Pacific, will touch at Rio and may prob- 
ably afford you the means of conveyance. 

This whole affair is annoying, especially at the present moment. We 
have nothing to gain in honor, but much to lose in commercial interest by a 
rupture with Brazil. This ought to be avoided, if possible; but yet I need 
scarcely say that under no circumstances will the required apology be made. 
Still, it is very desirable that the Brazilian Government should receive you. 
In that event the settlement between Mr. Lisboa and myself might be per- 
mitted to remain, or at the worst, we might consider whether we would not 
suffer matters to continue in statu quo and thus pass into oblivion. On the 
other hand, should the Brazilian Government finally refuse to receive you, 
it may become the imperative duty of this Government to demand satisfac- 
tion from them, and in case of refusal, to enforce this demand. 

Should diplomatic relations be suspended between the two Governments, 
this demand, as well as a demand for the payment of the long deferred claims 
of our citizens on the Brazilian Government, must be made by an officer of 
the Navy in command of an American squadron. This would necessarily 
cause much irritation. 

The Government of Great Britain, through their Minister at Washington, 
have, on the iith June, last, communicated information, with the facts 
upon which it is founded, to this Government, showing, “that the number 
of slaves introduced into Brazil from Africa in 1846, was no less than forty 
two thousand ; and that the trade is openly carried on without any attempt 
at hindrance on the part of the authorities.” ^ The African slave trade is a 
disgrace to the civilization of the nineteenth century; but thank God! 
Brazil is the only nation on the American continent where it is tolerated. I 
regret, however, to say that there is too much reason for believing that the 
Brazilians are aided in this nefarious traffic by American citizens and 
by vessels built in the United States for the very purpose. Our squadron 
upon the coast of Brazil has been instructed to use the utmost vigilance in 
discovering and capturing all American vessels on the open sea and beyond 
the Brazilian jurisdiction, whether outward or inward bound, engaged in the 
African slave trade. This will almost necessarily produce dangerous and 
delicate questions between the two Governments which, without the inter- 
vention of a Minister of the United States at Rio, may end in an open 
rupture. Indeed, the continuance of peace between the two nations may de- 
pend upon your reception by the Government of Brazil, as Envoy Extraordi- 
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President to instruct you to use all honorable efforts to be received by the 
Brazilian Government and not to leave Rio until these shall have been 
exhausted and the case has become hopeless. 

I am, Sir, [etc.]. 
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James Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States, to Felippe Josi P. 

Leal, Brazilian Charge d' Affaires ad interim at Washington ^ 

Washington, November jy, 1847. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your note of the 9th September, ^ 
with “the copy of the documents in the trial of the accused seaman, Michael 
Driscoll in which will be seen, as you observe, on the ii*? leaf, the acknowl- 
edgement by the criminal made before the Court of the Subdelegation of San 
Jos6, of the knife brought by him from on board the Sloop of War Sai'atoga 
and taken from him by the Patrol of the Police’’, &c. 

This document has doubtless been presented to the Department for the 
purpose of proving that the police of Rio de Janeiro first arrested the seaman 
Driscoll and took possession of his knife, and of thus discrediting the positive 
testimony of the Chaplain Lambert and Lieutenants Davis and Stark of 
the American Navy, who have sworn positively to the fact that Driscoll was 
seized by Lieutenant Davis and deprived of his knife before the police 
guard was even in sight. 

After the receipt of your note, I felt it to be my duty to send for Lieu- 
tenant Davis and receive his explanations upon the subject. These are 
full and satisfactory and are contained in his deposition taken on the 2nd 
instant before the Mayor of this City, a copy of which I have the honor to 
enclose. I also transmit you a copy of the deposition of Mr. Henry A. Wise, 
taken at the same time and before the same officer. 

The depositions of Messrs Lambert, Stark and Davis, corroborated as 
they have been by the other four witnesses examined before the American 
Consul at Rio, had rendered it perfectly certain that the knife alleged to 
have been acknowledged by Driscoll as his own, could not have been the 
knife brought by him from on board the Saratoga. This knife had been 
delivered up to Lieutenant Davis by Driscoll in the grog shop where he was 

^ Notes to Brazil, vol. 6. 

- The note referred to is not included in this publication, since it is nothing more than a 
covering note communicating the documents mentioned. The translation of the court 
record enclosed, covers thirty-nine pages. These duplicate some of the other numerous 
purt records, affidavits, etc., filed with various related documents. None of these has been 
included in this publication because of its bulk, and because there was no dispute regarding 
the fact that a crime had been committed, or as to who was the criminal. The onlv reallv 
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seized and handed over to the seaman named Rooney, who never was 
molested by the Police. 

To whom, then, did the knife belong which was produced before the Sub 
Delegate of the police of San Jos6, and in what manner did the Police ob- 
tain possession of it? Let the witness Wathington answer this question. 
In his deposition taken before the American Consul at Rio on the ist 
November, 1846, he swears that whilst T (Wathington) was standing in the 
door of the palace, there was an American sailor standing there, also, a man 
of war’s man, quite a peaceable spectator, and I think eating something at 
the time. A number of soldiers came running up behind him, one of them 
seized a sheath knife in his belt, then they caught hold of him, a number of 
them, and began to beat him, &c. The name of this man was Lansing San- 
born, miscalled Lanborn in the Brazilian proceedings against him, and it 
was his knife, not that of Driscoll, of which the Brazilian police thus ob- 
tained possession. 

That the Police knew this to be the fact, is clearly established by another 
circumstance. The day after the arrest of Lieutenant Davis, on the ist 
November, 1846, the sword which he had worn was brought into the room 
where he was confined as a prisoner, with a knife tied to it. The sword 
with the knife thus attached stood in the corner of the room and there Mr. 
Wise saw it when visiting Lieutenant Davis on the morning of the 2nd 
November. When Lieutenant Davis was released, he carried away the 
sword and left the knife of Sanborn behind. After this, the Brazilian police 
in order to furnish testimony to exculpate themselves, must have taken this 
knife to the Court of the Sub-delegate of police on the 5th November, fol- 
lowing, and induced Driscoll, who had been in a state of such brutal intoxi- 
cation that he was unconscious of all that passed on the 31st October, to 
acknowledge Sanborn’s knife to be his own. That this was an after thought 
and that the Police had no such purpose on the ist and 2nd November, is 
manifest from the fact that the knife was left with the sword in the custody 
of Lieutenant Davis to be taken away by him when released from imprison- 
ment, had he thought proper. Lieutenant Davis swears, that “when Dris- 
coll was asked by Sanborn why he had claimed or admitted his, Sanborn’s 
knife to be the knife which had been taken from him, Driscoll, (on the 31st 
October, 1846) he, Driscoll, replied that ‘there was enough of them in trouble 
already’. This was the reason why Driscoll acknowledged a knife to be his 
which he knew was not his and consequently Sanborn was released as inno- 
cent on the 5th November, 1846. 

Thus it aooears that the whole storv was ineeniouslv invented bv the 



yourself in conversation on the 8th September, last, after you had received 
my note of the 30th August, last, in reply to the instructions of the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs. 

After conversing with Mr. Wise since his return to this country, truth 
requires that I should now correct the mistake which I committed in 
having strongly expressed the belief in my note to you of the 30th August, 
last, that he had not sanctioned the publication in the United States of the 
speech made by him on the occasion of the baptism on the deck of the 
Frigate Columbia in the harbor of Rio. It is proper, however, to observe 
that he considered his participation in this transaction on board of a national 
vessel of war at some distance from the shore, to be of a private, not an 
official character, and that under such circumstances, he felt himself as 
free to express his sentiments as if he had been in the United States. The 
speech, as Mr. Wise observed to me, was neither intended for nor heard by 
the Brazilians, nor did any knowledge of it reach Brazil until after it had 
been published in some of our own journals and through this medium was 
sent back to Rio and there re-published. 

I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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James Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States, to Felippe Jos6 P. 

Leal, Brazilia?i Charge d’ Affaires ad interim at Washington ^ 

Washington, November 17, 1847. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the i2ist 
ultimo 2 with a copy of the instructions of His Excellency the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to yourself, dated on the 30th August last. 

The President is gratified to learn that Mr. Tod, the Envoy Extraordi- 
nary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States, has been kindly and 
courteously received by His Imperial Majesty. 

Having already so fully and frankly presented the views of the President, 
in my notes to you of the 30th August, last and 15th instant in respect to 
the unhappy differences between the two Governments, I have nothing to 
add upon the present occasion except to say that these views remain un- 
changed. 

^ Notes to Brazil, vol. 6. 

2 Below, pt. IV, doc. 625. In note 2 to it, is the text of the instruction from the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs at Rio de Janeiro. 

® For both of these notes, see above, this part, docs. 471 and 473, respectively. 


The President is pleased to learn that an Envoy Extraordinary and Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary to the United States “will shortly be appointed” by 
His Imperial Majesty. He trusts that this high functionary will come to 
Washington instructed and prepared to settle all existing differences between 
the two Governments in a manner just and honorable to both countries. 
In expressing this desire, he feels constrained to reiterate his deep regret 
that the amicable and honorable adjustment of the affair of Lieutenant 
Davis and the American seamen, made by M^ Lisboa and myself, had not 
proved satisfactory to the Brazilian Government. It is his sincere wish 
that every cause of misunderstanding between the two Governments should 
be speedily removed and that they should preserve and cultivate the most 
friendly relations with each other. 

I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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James Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States, to David Tod, United 

States Minister to Brazil ’ 

[extracts] 

No. 7 Washington, November 22, 1847. 

Sir: Your despatches to N° 9, inclusive, with the exception of N? 6,^ 
have been received. 

In reply to the request contained in your N” 3,^, I am directed to inform 
you that the President, under all the circumstances, approves your conduct 
in asking an audience to present your credentials to the Emperor, and is 
gratified that you have been kindly and courteously received. He regrets 
however that in your speech to His Majesty you should have deemed it 
necessary to make any allusion whatever to your predecessor. From the 
known feelings of the Emperor towards that gentleman, you might have been 
certain that this would call forth a reply which could not prove agreeable 
to this Government, which had approved his conduct in the controversy 
arising out of the imprisonment of Lieutenant Davis and the three American 
sailors, and more especially as this affair was to be adjusted at Washington 
and not at Rio. 

It is earnestly hoped that the Minister about to be sent to the United 
States by the Imperial Government, may come instructed and prepared to 
adjust this controversy in a satisfactory manner. The subject has yet 
attracted but little comparative attention in the United States; but when 

> Instructions, Brazil, vol. 15. 


stana mat ivir. wise win cause a can lor mese papers to oe maae oy me one 
or the other branch of Congress. Should His Majesty think proper to re- 
store Mr. Lisboa, who has been cruelly treated for doing his duty faithfully to 
his country, this would smooth the way to the adjustment of the difficulty. 
Indeed, in that event, the President might be willing to consign the whole 
affair to oblivion without further explanation. . . 

I transmit, herewith, a copy of a note under date the 15th instant,^ ad- 
dressed by this Department to Mr. Leal, in answer to one from that gentle- 
man which was accompanied by a transcript of the judicial proceedings at 
Rio against Michael Driscoll, the seaman whom the police of that City 
took from the custody of Lieutenant Davis on the 31st of October, 1846. 
It is to be hoped that the explanations contained in this note and in the 
depositions of Mr. Wise and Lieutenant Davis, to which it refers, will satisfy 
the Brazilian Government that the police were not so fortunate as to obtain 
possession of Driscoll’s knife, at any time. Of the importance, however, 
for their exculpation of making this appear, they seem to have been well 
aware. 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 
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John M. Clayton, Secretary of State of the United States, to Sergio T. de 
Macedo, Brazilian Minister to the United States ® 

Washington, April ii, 184Q. 

Sir: Agreeably to your request, I now have the honor to express in writing 
the remarks which I have addressed to you orally in regard to the affair of 
Lieutenant Davis and the seamen of the United States sloop of War Saratoga. 

On entering upon the office of Secretary of State, I was under the impres- 
sion that this affair had been definitively arranged between M"" Buchanan and 
the Chevalier de Lisboa. It seems, however, that this was an erroneous 
impression; that the Brazilian Government, supposing that the Chevalier 
de Lisboa had made concessions derogatory to their rights and not war- 
ranted by his instructions, had recalled him and had disavowed the part 
which he took in that transaction; that M^ Leal, left by him as Charg6 

> The omitted portion deals with claims and with the postponement of the effective date 
of a law affecting whale fishers. 

® Above, this part, doc. 473. 

® Notes to Brazil, vol. 6. 

Sergio Texeira de Macedo, to whom this note was addressed, had presented his credentials 
as envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of Brazil, on March 12, 1849. Pie went 
on leave in June, 1851 ; and took final leave by letter from Brazil, September 5, 1851. The 
placing of the “T” before Sergio in the address to this note was evidently an error. Pie 
signed his notes merely “S. de Macedo." In his letter of recall, the full name is given as 
transcribed at the beginning of this paragraph. 
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d'Aiffaires, having been instructed to effect a more satisfactory adjustment, 
endeavored, but fruitlessly, to accomplish that object, and that you are 
directed to revive the subject. 

In the several conferences held with me, you have elaborately and ably 
pressed the reconsideration and reversal of the points discussed and decided 
by M*’ Buchanan in regard to this affair. The records of the Department 
do not disclose the substance of the verbal conferences between Leal 
and Buchanan on this subject. I am bound to presume, however, that 
M*' Buchanan had good reasons for the course which he adopted. You 
affirm and I am sure it must be so, that M’' Buchanan fully admitted the 
right of the authorities of Brazil to try and punish crimes and infractions 
of their police regulations committed in its territory by the sailors, citizens 
or subjects of any nation. Years have rolled away since this controversy 
commenced. M"" Wise has returned to his own country and to private 
life. The two governments have continued their kind relations with each 
other. Friendly Ministers have been interchanged, and while declining 
now to open again an useless discussion, I take pleasure in stating to you, 
that the President regrets the occurrences which unfortunately led to a 
temporary misunderstanding between the two governments, and the moi*e 
especially as he anxiously desires to cultivate with Brazil pacific and inti- 
mate relations, and cherishes towards the Constitutional Sovereign and 
the people of that great country, the most respectful and friendly regard. 

I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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John M. Clayton, Secretary of State of the United States, to David Tod, United 

States Minister to Brazil ^ 

No. 24 Washington, April 4, iS^o. 

Sir: I transmit a copy of two notes under date the 24th ult, and of the 
documents which accompanied them, addressed to this Department by the 
British Minister ^ here, representing that the slave trade between the coast 
of Africa and Brazil is still carried on by United States Vessels. You will 
adopt any measures which the laws of the United States and that Empire 
may authorize and which may comport with your official position for the 
purpose of repressing the illegal traffic referred to. 

Your despatches to N® 51, inclusive, have been received. 
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Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States, to Sergio T. de Macedo, 
Brazilian Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, May y, iS^i. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 
to transmit to the Chevalier de Macedo, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of Brazil, a copy of a letter of the 5th. instant, addressed 
to this Department by the Secretary of the Navy, referring to the observa- 
tions and studies of the winds and currents of the ocean by the Superintendent 
of the National Observatory in this City and in connexion therewith, of the 
river Amazon, and its capacity for increased commerce. It refers also to a 
Memoir already in the hands of Mr. Macedo, written by the Superintendent 
upon the same subject. 

The government of the United States strongly favors all enterprizes and 
all political arrangements designed to explore new channels for commerce, 
and to increase the intercourse of nations. In all this it seeks no selfish or 
sinister end, desires nothing that others may not partake in and abstains 
with particular caution from the slightest interference with the just rights of 
other States. In his proposed visit home, Mr. Macedo will have opportu- 
nity to converse with his government upon this subject, and this Depart- 
ment will be very happy to hear from him in regard to it. The river Amazon 
is one of the most magnificent if not the most magnificent on the globe. It 
rolls a vast volume of water along many hundreds of miles to the sea, but as 
yet the amount of commerce upon its waves bears little proportion to its 
capacity. The intelligent government of Brazil gives undoubtedly all due 
consideration to the importance of this mighty stream and it will receive, 
as is trusted, this communication as a friendly suggestion upon a topic of 
general interest. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 

1 Notes to Brazil, vol. 6. 



Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States, to Robert C. Schenck, 
United States Minister to Brazil ' 

[extract] 

No. 2 Washington, May 8, 1851. 

Sir; The relations between the United States and Brazil are of the most 
friendly character. The Convention between the two governments of the 
27th. of January, 1849,^ has been carried into effect on their part. Still, 
our citizens resident in or trading to that country may have had some few 
causes of complaint against the Brazilian authorities arising since the date 
of the Convention. It will be your duty to examine them, and make appli- 
cation to that government for redress, if this should in your judgment be 
proper. 

The efforts of your predecessor to conclude a commercial treaty with 
Brazil, to take the place of that of 1828, which expired pursuant to notice 
from the Brazilian Government, have not been crowned with success. The 
President’s Proclamation of the 4th. of November, 1847, directing the dis- 
continuance of discriminating duties in United States ports pursuant to the 
Act of Congress of the 24th. of May, 1828, gives to Brazilian vessels and 
productions in our ports the same advantages which they enjoyed under the 
Treaty, and it is understood that like advantages are enjoyed by the vessels 
and productions of the United States in the ports of Brazil. Inasmuch, 
however, as any arrangement by means of reciprocal legislation is liable to 
be interrupted whenever either party may deem that expedient, it would be 
advisable to have it made continuous for a term of years by means of a 
treaty. The full power which you will herewith receive will enable you to 
enter upon a negotiation for that purpose whenever that government may 
be so disposed. You are referred to the instructions given to Mr. Tod upon 
this subject ® and will be guided by them so far as they may be applicable 
to the existing state of our relations with Brazil. 

It is understood that the Brazilian government has recently been active 
in the execution of its own laws for the suppression of the African slave 
trade. If it shall persevere in this, it may not be necessary for you to take 
any steps with a view to carrying into effect the ninth Article of the treaty 

» Instructions, Brazil, vol. 15. 

Robert C. Schenck, of Ohio, to whom this instruction was addressed, was commissioned 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to Brazil, on March 12, 1851, which post 
he held until October 8, 1853. While filling this post, he was also associated with John S. 
Pendleton, charge d’affaires at Buenos Aires, in negotiating treaties with that country, 
Paraguay and Uruguay. In 1870, he became minister to Great Britain, 

* A claims convention, — printed in Treaties, Conventions, etc. Between the United States 
and Other Powers, and in other publications. 

^ The instructions referred to do not come within the scope of this publication, as delimited 
in the preface to the first volume; neither would this paragraph and part of the preceding one 
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of Washing-ton of the 9th. of August, 1842. If, however, during your mis- 
sion an occasion should arise for the remonstrances to which that article 
refers, you will address them orally or in writing to the Brazilian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. 

You will herewith receive a copy of a letter of the 5th. instant addressed 
to this Department by the Secretary of the Navy, suggesting the expediency 
of an arrangement between this government and that of Brazil for the free 
navigation of the Amazon river. A copy of the letter has also been com- 
municated to Mr. Macedo with a note ^ expressing a disposition to enter into 
the arrangement here whenever he might be furnished with powers for the 
purpose. You will, upon a suitable occasion, sound the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs upon the subject, and if you should find him favorably disposed 
towards it you may suggest the transmission to Mr. Macedo, of a po-wer and 
instructions in regard to it or, if the Minister should prefer that the negotiation 
should be carried on at Rio de Janeiro, a power and instructions will be 
transmitted to you.^ . . . 

I am. Sir, very respectfully [etc.]. 
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John J. Crittenden, Acting Secretary of State of the United States, to Robert 
C. Schenck, United States Minister to Brazil ^ 

No. 9 Washington, October 25, jSji- 

Sir: The President has been gratified by the information communicated 
by Mr. Tod and yourself, that in consequence of a recent attack on a Brazil- 
ian coasting vessel by a British ship of war, the Imperial government might 
confer upon some other nation the privilege of carrying on its coasting trade, 
and that the flag of the United States would probably be chosen for the 
purpose. In adopting this measure, that government would show a saga- 
cious regard for the interests of Brazil and it would be received by this gov- 
ernment as a flattering proof of confidence and good will. It is presumed, 
however, that if the franchise should be bestowed upon the vessels of the 
United States, this would be effected by Imperial Decree or legislative enact- 
ment, and that no treaty stipulation upon the subject would be expected 
from this government, engageing to confer a special equivalent on Brazil. 
Such an expectation could in no event be fulfilled. We could not either by 
law or by treaty, reciprocate the grant, because as the coasts of the United 
States are much more extensive than those of Brazil, reciprocity would not 



trade of the two countries could seem to be especially glaring, when it is con- 
sidered that the intercourse by sea between the Atlantic States and Califor- 
nia and Oregon is considered by us to be a coasting trade. 

The impracticability of reciprocating the grant by Treaty will also be 
acknowledged, when it is known that we have treaties with several nations 
of small territorial extent, promising not to confer a particular favor upon 
any other nation which shall not be conferred upon them upon the same 
terms. 

If, however, Brazilian statesmen will take a correct view of all the circum- 
stances, the President is persuaded that they will not hesitate in reaching 
the conclusion, that the interests of that Empire would not require any 
other advantages from the United States than those which are now enjoyed 
by the trade of Brazil with this country, and which would flow from the 
greater safety and despatch with which Brazilian property embarked in 
United States vessels would be conveyed between different ports on the Bra- 
zilian coast. The superior safety of their property in our vessels would not 
arise solely from its being protected by our flag from aggression by other 
powers, but from the excellence in the build of United States vessels and the 
skill with which they are navigated. 

In the fiscal year ending in July, 1850, coffee to the value of eleven mil- 
lions two hundred and fifteen thousand and seventy six dollars was imported 
into the United States. Of this the value of seven millions four hundred 
and twenty two thousand six hundred and eight dollars was received from 
Brazil alone, the balance, about one third, being the value of the article 
received by us from all the other coffee bearing countries on the globe. No 
duties are levied upon this Brazilian staple in the ports of the United States. 
Brazil receives from us a very small part of our productions in payment for 
her coffee, and upon flour, the most important of these, she levies a consid- 
erable duty. If, therefore, the Brazilian shipping interest should object 
to the employment of United States vessels in the coasting trade of that 
country, discerning persons there not directly interested in that business, 
would it be presumed, acknowledge the benefit which Brazil would derive 
from the measure and would not look for any special compensation from the 
United States. 

I am, Sir, very respectfully [etc.]. 


Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States, to Robert C. Schenck, 
United States Minister to Brazil ^ 

No. 15 'SSf ASBiNGTOii, April 2 Q, j 8 s 2. 

Sir; Since the fall of Rosa’s, it seems to have occurred to the principal 
commercial States that an opportunity would be afforded to obtain an im- 
portant vent for their productions by means of the mighty rivers which flow 
through or bound the territories of the Argentine Confederation. The sub- 
ject has attracted the attention of the British Parliament, and it is under- 
stood that the government of Great Britain is about to despatch a Special 
Minister to Buenos Ayres for the purpose of proposing arrangements with 
a view to secure the object referred to. From conversations also, which 
have been had with Mr. Crampton, Her Britannick Majesty’s Minister 
here, it seems that the matter has been officially brought to the notice of 
the French government by that of Great Britain and the cooperation of this 
government has likewise been invited. The President, in view of the well 
known and uniform policy of the United States is, consequently, disposed to 
cooperate with other powers in extending the benefits of commercial inter- 
course to those remote regions. In adopting this course, he is not actuated 
by any desire to seek peculiar advantages for the United States, nor would he 
consent that other governments should obtain monopolies or exclusive 
privileges. We are not well advised of the actual State of political affairs 
in that quarter. The general impression however, is, that as the restrictive 
policy of Rosas had more or less influence in inciting and directing that hos- 
tile opposition to his rule which has resulted in his overthrow, his successor 
will reverse that policy. How far this impression may prove to be well 
founded, it would be unsafe to predict when the prejudices of statesmen of 
the Castilian race and other circumstances shall be taken into due consid- 
eration. Even if General Urquiza should be disposed to allow a more free 
admission of foreign products into the Argentine Confederation, he may not 
be willing to permit them to be conveyed on more or even on equally favor- 
able terms along the Argentine rivers when destined to other countries in 
which those rivers take their rise or through which they flow in part. Still 
less could he be expected to permit those rivers to be navigated by foreign 
vessels, whetlier propelled by steam or by sails or whether their voyages 
along the rivers should be limited to points within his own country or ex- 
tended to the territories of the Uruguay, of Brazil, of Bolivia, or of Paraguay. 
It is well known that Rosas resolutely refused to acknowledge the inde- 
pendence of the latter State, and when he supposed that it was the intention 
of the administration of President Polk to acknowledge it, officially pro- 
tested ae'ain.'st it in advflnrp fihrrmrrVi 4-U ... ^ ^ r' 


edge that independence, the act would be of no advantage either to foreign 
powers or to Paraguay herself if he should refuse free access to and from 
that country by the rivers which empty into the La Plata. As his own 
territories occupy both banks of some of those rivers, he would have at least 
a show of right for this refusal, as much, indeed, as Great Britain has for 
withholding from the United States the free navigation of the St. Lawrence. 

In the judgment of the President, however, the probabilities of the adop- 
tion of a liberal policy by Urquiza are sufficiently strong and its importance 
to the interests of the United States is great enough to warrant and require 
vigilance and activity on our part towards securing an)^ advantages which 
may be derived therefrom. This is the more necessary for us in contradis- 
tinction to Great Britain, as we have never had any treaty with the Argen- 
tine Confederation, whereas Great Britain has long had one with that State 
from which her navigation and commerce have enjoyed more or less advan- 
tages over those of the United States. You will consequently repair to 
Buenos Ayres, and, in concert with Mr. Pendleton the Charge d’ Affaires of 
the United States at that place, you will propose to the Buenos Ayrean gov- 
ernment a treaty of commerce with the United States. Such a treaty, if 
concluded upon a broad basis such as that of the treaty between the United 
States and the Republic of Costa Rica of which copies are herewith enclosed, 
would be suff cient for the purpose. A treaty upon any other basis, however, 
not inferior to that which Great Britain or other powers may have or may 
conclude with that government would be acceptable. 

A full power authorizing you to act jointly with or, in case of accident, 
separately from Mr. Pendleton, is herewith transmitted. It is presumed 
your absence from Rio de Janeiro need not be prolonged beyond [hlankY 
months. You will present Mr. Coxe as Charge d’Affaires ad inUrim during 
that time. You will of course be allowed your travelling expenses to and 
from Buenos Ayres of which you will keep a separate account to be supported 
by vouchers when they can be obtained. For those expenses actually in- 
curred, you will draw on this Department, specifying the object on the face 
of your drafts. A letter from the President of the United States, introducing 
you to the President of the Argentine Confederation, one from myself to 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of that Confederation, and a special passport 
which you will no doubt find useful, are also herewith transmitted. 

I am. Sir, very respectfully [etc.]. 

^ Here, a blank was left in the file copy as if for the subsequent insertion of the number. 


No. l6 WASHINGTON, ApnL 2Q, 1652. 

Sir: It is considered probable that, if the independence of Paraguay should 
be acknowledged by the government of the Argentine Confederation, that 
Republic will accredit a diplomatic agent to the Argentine government. In 
view of this contingency, the President has empowered Mr. Pendleton and 
yourself to conclude a commercial treaty with that Republic. You will 
accordingly sound the Paraguayan Minister upon the subject, and suggest 
to him that he apply for powers and instructions to negotiate and conclude 
such a treaty, if he should not already have been provided with them. If, 
however, there should be no diplomatic agent of Paraguay at Buenos Ayres 
during your visit there, you may make overtures on the subject of a treaty 
to the Paraguayan Minister at Rio de Janeiro, should there be a functionary 
of that character accredited to the Brazilian government. 

No special instructions are deemed necessary to enable you to carry into 
effect the power to Mr. Pendleton and yourself to negotiate a Treaty with 
the Oriental Republic of the Uruguay. 

You will keep an account of your travelling expenses, which must be sup- 
ported by vouchers when they can be obtained, and will draw on this De- 
partment for their amount. 

Your despatches to N^ 19,2 inclusive, have been received. 

I am. Sir, very respectfully [etc.]. 
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William L. Matey, Secretary of State of the United States, to Francisco de 
Carvalho Moreira, Brazilian Minister to the United States ® 

Washington, April 20, 1855. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note addressed to him on the 4th. instanU 
by Mr. de Carvalho Moreira, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary of His Majesty, the Emperor of Brazil, in which reference is made 
to certain newspaper articles recently published which have created the im- 
pression on the mind of Mr. Moreira that a steamer of the United States is in 

1 Instructions, Brazil, vol. 15. = Not within the scope of this publication. 

^ Notes to Brazil, vol. 6. 

Francisco de Carvalho Moreira presented his credentials as envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary of Brazil, on September 21, 1852. He took leave on August 
I, 1855. 

* Below, pt. IV, doc. 641. 



the Amazon, which has been sent thither for the purpose of exploring that 
river; and Mr. Moreira desires to be informed whether any steamer, belong- 
ing either to the merchant service or to the Navy of the United States has 
been despatched to the Amazon with the knowledge of the authorities, and 
if said steamer be now there under the circumstances mentioned. 

Considering the frequent inaccuracy and exaggeration of newspaper state- 
ments when not officially promulgated, and conscious, at the same time of 
the scrupulous regard with which his Government studies to respect the rights 
of friendly powers, the undersigned might at once have denied the truth of 
such allegations so far as any official proceedings of the United States may 
have given occasion for them. But he preferred to enclose a copy of Mr. 
Moreira’s note to the Secretary of the Navy, enquiring whether there was 
any vessel of the United States under orders to enter the territory of Brazil 
by the Amazon river or whether any expedition of this nature had been or- 
ganized or countenanced by the Navy Department. In reply to these 
inquiries the Secretary of the Navy alleges that no vessel is bound to the wa- 
ters of the Amazon under the instructions of that Department, but he sug- 
gests that some misapprehension on this point may have arisen from the 
organization of an expedition for the exploration of the valley of the Ama- 
zon, the origin of which the Undersigned will endeavor briefly to explain to 
Mr. Moreira. 

In connection with the observations and studies of the winds, and ocean 
currents which have been for some years prosecuted by the Superintendent 
of the National Observatory in this City, it was thought desirable to examine 
the course, capacity, and other physical phenomena of the River Amazon 
and the valley thro' which it flows. Accordingly on the yth. May, 1851, a 
note was addressed by this Department to the Chevalier Sergio T. de Ma- 
cedo,^ the predecessor of Mr. Moreira, communicating a copy of a letter of 
the 5th. of the same month in which the Secretary of the Navy explained 
fully the wishes and intentions of the Navy Department in organizing this 
expedition. In the note of the Department to the Chevalier Macedo, 
every selfish or sinister motive was frankly and fully disclaimed, and the Min- 
ister of Brazil, who was then on the eve of departing for his home, was kind 
enough to give to the officers destined for this exploration passports and 
letters to enable them to descend the river Amazon to its mouth, for the pur- 
pose “of gratifying a liberal curiosity and extending the limits of geographi- 
cal knowledge in which Brazil and all other civilized States have a common 
interest.” Of these officers one had returned prior to the close of the last 
year, but the other, having pursued a different route did not reach the 
United States with his comrade. 

In all the proceedings thus detailed Mr. Moreira will observe that the 



the rights of Brazil, or any disregard of the courtesy due to a power with 
which it cultivates the most cordial relations. 

To revert to the Mercantile Marine of the United States which is referred 
to in the note of Mr. Moreira, the Undersigned has the honor to inform him, 
that it is quite impracticable, in view of the immense extent of the commerce 
of the American Union, for the Government of the United States to be cog- 
nizant of the destination and ultimate objects of all the vessels that leave the 
ports of this country. Nevertheless, the Undersigned is quite ready to as- 
sure Mr. Moreira, that the officers of the customs would not knowingly 
facilitate the departure of any vessel which contemplated any violation of 
the laws of Brazil. 

If, however, any vessel should have sailed with this object in view, 
she renders herself of course, amenable to these laws, and the Govern- 
ment of the United States will not assume the responsibility of justifying 
the act. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to William Trousdale, 
United States Minister to Brazil ^ 

No. 3 Washington, Atigust 8, 185 j. 

Sir : The most important object of your mission — an object to which you 
will devote your early and earnest efforts — is to secure to the citizens of the 
United States the free use of the Amazon. There are several Republics 
with which our countrymen have commercial intercourse, situated on the 
upper waters and tributaries of that Great River, With these States they 
would carry on an extensive trade were not our vessels excluded fi'om ap- 
proaching their internal ports by the selfish and unjustifiable policy of the 
Brazilian government, which claims and has hitherto exercised the right to 
obstruct the trade of the countries bordering upon and contiguous to the 
Amazon, with foreign nations through this great natural highway. The as- 
sumption and exercise of this right is not only injurious to the interests of the 
States on the navigable waters of the Amazon but to all other nations wish- 
ing to use these waters for the purpose of commercial intercourse. 

This restricted policy which it is understood Brazil still persists in maintain- 
ing in regard to the Navigable Rivers passing through her territories is the 
relic of an age less enlightened than the present. The doctrine upon this 

^ Instructions, Brazil, vol. 15. 

tVilliam Trousdale, of Tennessee, the writer nf th IS rlpcr^afr-h Iiorl ; i 


Things of which the use is inexhaustible, such as the sea and running water [including 
of course navigable streams] cannot be so appropriated as to exclude others from 
using these elements in any manner which does not occasion a loss or inconvenience to 
the proprietor. This is what is called an innocent use. Thus we have seen that the 
jurisdiction possessed by one nation over sounds, straits, and other arms of the sea, 
leading through its own territory to that of another, or to other seas common to all 
nations, does not exclude others from the right of innocent passage through these 
communications. 

The soundness of this principle cannot, I presume, be controverted by the 
Imperial government of Brazil. It will not therefore, it is believed, — with- 
out denying rights to our citizens, to which they are fairly entitled, — longer 
withhold from them the use of the Amazon to carry on commercial inter- 
course with Ecuador, Peru & Bolivia, New-Granada and Venezuela. You 
will claim from it the renunciation of any authority she may have heretofore 
exercised to prevent the passage of the merchant vessels of the United States 
up and down that River in their legitimate commerce with any of these 
Republics. You are instructed to claim for our citizens the use of this 
natural avenue of trade. This right is not derived from Treaty stipulations 
— it is a natural one — as much so as that to navigate the ocean — the common 
highway of Nations. By long usage it is subject to some restrictions imposed 
by nations through whose territories these navigable rivers pass. This right 
however to restrict or regulate commerce carried to its utmost extent does 
not give the power to exclude such rivers from the common use of Nations. 

Should you discover any reluctance on the part of the government of Bra- 
zil to yield to this just claim you will impress upon it the determination of 
the United States to secure it for their citizens. The President is desirous 
to cultivate the most amicable relations with that government and would 
much regret to have these relations disturbed by its persistence in a policy so 
much at variance with all the liberal views of civilized and enterprizing 
nations. 

We claim for this continent the same privileges which nearly forty years 
ago were arranged by common consent and have been ever since applicable 
to the navigable rivers of Europe. The regulations adopted by the allied 
sovereigns at the Congress of Vienna in 1815 on this subject were but the 
recognition of the law of nations in regard to the use of navigable rivers pass- 
ing through different realms, as will appear from the following extract. 

FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION 

“Navigation, throughout all the courses of those rivers indicated in the 
preceding article, from the point where each becomes navigable, to the mouth 
of the same, shall be entirely free, and may not, for commercial purposes, be 
interdicted to any one; provided that the regulations relating to the police of 



favorable as possible to the commerce of all nations.” 

We have had no Convention with Brazil since 1843, and she is manifestly 
indisposed to obligate herself to us by entering into new stipulations. With 
nearly all the civilized powers and States of the earth we have treaties of 
Amity, Commerce, and Navigation. She has hitherto refused to conclude 
even a reciprocal Consular Convention with us. We place her Consuls upon 
the footing of those of the most favored nation, while our interests are con- 
stantly suffering in Brazil for the want of such privileges as we thus accord. 
We take from her without imposing any duty whatever upon its importation, 
more of her staple product than we take of that article from all the rest of 
the world. For the year ending the 30'’.'' of June last the value of the Bra- 
zilian Coffee which entered our custom-houses amounted to $10,064,740, 
while our entire value of domestic exports to Brazil for the period terminating 
the same day amounted to only $2,782,179. 

You will represent the inequality which exists in our relations with that 
Empire so much to our detriment and urge^ to the consideration of its gov- 
ernment upon every suitable occasion, the importance to our interests of 
obviating it by a judicious Convention ; in which the right which we claim to 
carry our products upon the Amazon to a third country shall be fully recog- 
nized. 

I am, Sir, respectfully [etc.] 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Francisco de 
Carvalho Moreira, Brazilian Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, September 22, 18^3. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note addressed to him under date of the 
15^ ultimo,^ by the Commander Carvalho Moreira, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of His Majesty, the Emperor of Brazil, in rela- 
tion to the preparations alleged to be in progress in the City of New York, 
having in view, as is supposed, the illegal, and, if necessary, the forcible 
entrance of the Amazon river and its main tributaries. 

The Undersigned had hoped that the solicitude entertained by Mr. Mor- 
eira upon the subject, would have been relieved by the reply which he had 
the honor to address on the 20th of April, last,^ to Mr. Moreira’s note of the 
4th. of the same month.® The undersigned, consequently, perceives with 

1 This follows, faithfully, the file copy of the document as originally written. A pencil 
line, however, is drawn through the word and above it is written in pencil, evidently in a 
different hand, the word "bring,” which would, of course, fit the sense better. 
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vived by news-paper rumors to this effect. 

That certain adventurers are fitting out steam- vessels for the purpose 
of forcing an entrance into the Amazon, and thereby reaching Peruvian and 
Bolivian ports; and 

2ilz That Lieu- Porter of the United States Navy has received a leave of 
absence for two years for the purpose of taking command of this ex- 
pedition. 

Mr. Moreira also alleges that these newspaper statements have been con- 
firmed by information which he has himself obtained upon the subject. 
The Undersigned is persuaded however that none of it is entitled to confi- 
dence. Mr. Moreira will perceive from the letter addressed to this Depart- 
ment by the Secretary of the Navy, a copy of which is herewith transmitted, 
that no furlough has been granted to Lieu^ Porter. The greater probability 
is, that the government or citizens of Peru, aware of the facilities which this 
country affords for constructing and fitting out steamers, have taken meas- 
ures for availing themselves of these facilities for the purpose of navigating 
the Amazon, pursuant to the recent treaty between Brazil and Peru. 

The government of the United States has never countenanced or encour- 
aged any hostile enterprise from this country against the territories of a 
friendly power. On the contrary, laws have repeatedly been enacted for 
the purpose of frustrating such enterprises. These laws are believed to be 
ample for their object, and no distrust can be entertained of the fidelity of 
the officers who are charged with their execution. Letters have, however, 
been addressed by this Department to the Attorney of the United States, 
and to the Collector of the Customs at New York, apprizing them of the ap- 
prehensions expressed in Mr. Moreira’s note, and warning them to be vigilant 
towards preventing any violation of the laws above referred to. 

The undersigned is at a loss to comprehend how Mr. Moreira could for a 
moment entertain the suspicion that an officer of the Navy of the United 
States would receive a furlough for the very purpose of taking command of 
the supposed illegal expedition. Mr. Moreira will be assured by the letter 
of the Navy Department that no naval officer could obtain its consent to 
his engaging in any such undertaking. 

The undersigned is not disposed to deny that the advantages to general 
commerce which a navigation of the Amazon and its tributaries would af- 
ford, must long have been a conviction of intelligent and enterprizing citi- 
zens of this country. This conviction may have led to a wish on the part of 
some of them to be the pioneers in the undertaking. The undersigned can- 
not, however, presume, that they would carry this into effect in violation of 
the laws of Brazil, knowing that they could never receive any countenance 
from this government in an enterorise which contemolated a disregard of the 


the penalties which those laws prescribe. 

The undersigned, however, permits himself to entertain the hope, that the 
Brazilian government, actuated by an enlightened regard for the interests 
of the Empire, will strive, by all proper means, to develope its vast resources. 
It appears to the undersigned that no measure would be more certain to 
lead to this result, than the removal of unnecessary restrictions upon the 
navigation of the Amazon, and especially to the passage of vessels of the 
United States to and from the territories of Bolivia and Peru, by the way of 
that river and its tributaries. It is hoped that by means of treaty stipula- 
tions those advantages may be obtained for citizens of the United States. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Francisco de 
Carvalho Moreira, Brazilian Minister to the United States ’ 

Washington, December i, 1853- 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. de Carvalho Moreira, Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Brazil, of the 28I'' instant,® 
referring to a recent newspaper statement in regard to the organization of a 
Company at New York, for the purpose of navigating the Amazon River 
by steam, and suggesting the expediency of renewing to the present Col- 
lector of the Customs at that Port, the orders which were given to his 
predecessor on the subject, pursuant to Mr. Carvalho de Moreira’s note to 
this Department of the 15th. of August, last. 

In reply, the Undersigned has the honor to acquaint Mr. de Carvalho 
Moreira, that the newspaper statement to which he refers is considered to 
be too indefinite to serve as a foundation for any official proceedings of this 
Department. Mr. Hermon J. Redfield, the present Collector at New York, 
has, however, been furnished with a copy of the letter which was addressed 
by the Department to his predecessor Mr. Greene C. Bronson, and his atten- 
tion has been officially invited to the subject. 

The government of the United States is determined faithfully to discharge 
all its obligations to the government of Brazil. In carrying this purpose 
into effect, however, its proceedings must be in accordance with existing laws. 
These, authorize no act with a view to the arrest of persons or the detention 
of property upon mere suspicion of an intention to commit an offence. 

1 Notes to B^razil, vol. 6. 
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entertaining it, must so declare on oath before a magistrate competent to 
administer the same. This jealousy of the rights of persons and of property 
which is characteristic of the legislation of the United States, is more or less 
difficult of comprehension by those who have been accustomed to a different 
system, and may sometimes lead them to doubt, both the efhcacy^ the laws 
themselves and the fidelity of those who are entrusted with their administra- 
tion, when, in point of fact, no cause for such doubt may exist. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Francisco de 
Carvalho Moreira, Brazilian Minister to the United States^ 

Washington, January 25, 1854. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note of the Commander de Carvalho 
Moreira, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of His Majesty, 
the Emperor of Brazil, dated the i6th. instant,® with which is transmitted 
by order of the Imperial Government, a copy of a despatch addressed by the 
Department of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, on the 7th. November last,^ to its 
diplomatic representative near the government of the United States, in rela- 
tion to the Treaties respecting the free navigation of the rivers Parana and 
Uruguay, concluded at San Jos6 de Flores, on the loth : July 1853. 

The Undersigned has the honor to inform Mr. Moreira that this communi- 
cation will receive the careful consideration which the importance of the 
subject demands; and avails himself [etc.]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to William Trousdale, 
United States Minister to Brazil ® 

No. 14 Washington, May 26, 1854. 

Sir: It may be agreeable to you to be informed that William E. Venable, 
Esquire, of Tennessee, has been appointed Secretary of the Legation of the 
United States at Rio de Janeiro. Mr. Venable has not yet signified his ac- 

^ This apparent omission of the word “of” was noted in the file copy. 

* Notes to Bi'azil, vol. 6. ® Below, pt. iv, doc. 658. 

* The instruction of November 7, 1853 is appended to and printed with the note of Janu- 


ceptance of this appointment, but, in the event of his doing so it is hoped 
that no unnecessary delay will prevent his joining your Legation. 

The Department has received with much satisfaction the intelligence com- 
municated in your recent despatches^ with reference to the supposed favor- 
able disposition of the Imperial Council of State upon your propositions for 
the free navigation of the Amazon. Your course in connection with this 
delicate and important subject has been judicious and is highly commended; 
and it is hoped that the next despatches from you will announce the confirma- 
tion by the Imperial Government of that favorable action which you had 
learned had been adopted by the Council. 

No despatches have been received later than your N- 7. 

I am, Sir, respectfully [etc.]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Francisco de 
Carvalho Moreira, Brazilian Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, November 16, 1854. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of the note of the Commander de Carvalho Moreira, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the Em- 
peror of Brazil, of yesterday’s date,® requesting the decision of this Govern- 
ment in relation to the subject of the note addressed by the Imperial Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs to the Commander Moreira under date of 7th. 
November, 1853,^ and by him communicated to this Department. 

The Undersigned has, since his brief acknowledgement of the Commander 
Moreira ’s note, on the 25th. January last,® given to the despatch of His E.x- 
cellency, the Brazilian Minister of Foreign Affairs, that consideration which 
the importance of its contents demanded. 

His Excellency, in that despatch, informs Mr. Moreira of the apprehen- 
sions entertained by the Imperial Government that the stipulations contained 
in the fifth, sixth, and seventh articles of the Treaty between the United 
States and the Argentine Confederation on the 10*.’' July 1853, "may prove 
detrimental to the rights which Brazil possesses as a sovereign nation”; 
and the conditions under which those rights and interests may be invaded, 
under these several articles, are fully set forth. 

As these objections were based upon contingencies which might not occur, 
the President was unable to perceive that they were of sufficient force to 
justify any impediment to the ratification of the Treaty, by and with the 

1 See ot. TV. fiplnw 3 •-«! ^ « t^.i . , « ^ ^ 


having therefore been adopted, the ratification of the Treaty has been trans- 
mitted for exchange and it is expected that it will be speedily proclaimed as 
the law of the land. 

It cannot, however, be perceived that the articles in question trench, even 
in the most limited degree, upon the rights or interests of Brazil. In fact, 
the Brazilian Minister of Foreign Affairs himself appears to regard the stipu- 
lations referred to as only conditionally objectionable. He says they “may 
prove detrimental”. It is, certainly, not within the province of the under- 
signed to prescribe in anticipation of supposed events, what would be the 
course of this government, if any of these should take place, but he takes 
great pleasure in conveying to Mr. Moreira the assurance that this Govern- 
ment is not disposed to encourage or extenuate the slightest invasion of the 
rights or privileges of Brazil, and the Government of His Imperial Majesty 
may rest satisfied that should any difference arise as to the interpretation of 
the Treaty, the Government of the United States will be found claiming such 
a construction only, as may comport with the principles of justice, with the 
rules of public law, and with those interests of Brazil which as a nation in 
amity with her she shall feel bound to respect. 

The Undersigned avails himself of the occasion [etc.]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to William Trousdale, 
United States Minister to Brazil ^ 

No. 20 Washington, April 26, i^SS- 

Sir: The memorandum accompanying your N’ 32 ,2 which contains a 
minute of your conference with the Emperor, has afforded great satisfaction 
to the Department. The freedom with which His Majesty, on that occasion, 
appears to have expressed himself in regard to the commercial relations of his 
Empire and the United States, and the fact, — to which you allude in the 
body of your despatch, — that a prominent and influential member of the 
Council of State is warmly in favor of establishing treaty relations with the 
United States; and, besides, the contingency to which you refer, that an 
entire change in the Ministry, and, consequently, in the foreign policy of the 
Government may be effected at an early day, — are all considerations to en- 
courage the hope, that if Brazil is not actually prepared to enter upon ne- 
gotiations, she is not, at least so prompt in rejecting all overtures upon this- 

> Instructions, Brazil, vol. 15. 

2 See below, pt. iv, doc. 683, and the memorandum enclosed with it, dated February 26, 



of a liberal and enlightened policy. 

Looking forward, therefore, to the possibility of a favorable response to 
your propositions for a Commercial Treaty, I transmit herewith a full power, 
which will enable you to take advantage of any auspicious moment for enter- 
ing upon negotiations with His Majesty’s Government. 

I am. Sir, respectfully [etc,]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Aguiar de Andrada, 
Brazilian Charge d’A ffaires ad interim at Washington ^ 

Washington, April 8, 1856. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of the note of the Chevalier Aguiar de Andrada, 
Charge d’Affaires, ad interim, of His Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, of the 
31®.* ultimo, stating, by order of the Imperial Government, that the Bra- 
zilian auxiliary division which had been stationed at Montevideo had 
marched therefrom on the 14th. of November, last, for the territory of the 
Empire. 

The Undersigned is gratified to learn that, in consequence of the public 
tranquillity, this measure took place in advance of the period when the 
continuance of the troops at Montevideo was supposed to be necessary 
pursuant to the agreement to which Mr. Andrada refers. 

The Undersigned [etc.]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Aguiar de Andrada, 
Brazilian Charge d' Affaires ad interim at Washington ^ 

Washington, April 30, 1856. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note of the Chevalier Aguiar de Andrada, 
Charg6 d’Affaires ad interim of His Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, of the 
i®.‘ ultimo,® transmitting, by order of his Government, a copy of the note 
addressed by the Imperial Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to the Min- 
ister of Foreign Relations of Paraguay, on the 8th. July last,^ wherein are set 

> Notes to Brazil, vol. 6. * Notes to Brazil, vol. 6. 

^ For the note of March i, 1856, from the Brazilian charge d’affaires, see, below, pt. IV, 
doc. 698. 

^ Below, pt. IV, doc. 698, immediately following the note of March i, iSiib, of which it is 
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questions pending between the Empire and that Republic. 

The Undersigned avails himself [etc.]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to William Trousdale, 
United States Minister to Brazil ^ 

No. 28 Washington, July 14, 1856. 

[Same as No. 20 of this date to Minister Peden in Argentina.]^ 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Richard K. Meade 
United States Minister to Brazil ^ 

No. 2 Washington, September 15, iSsy. 

Sir: You will receive, herewith, your letter of credence with the usual 
office copy, for the proper disposition of which you are referred to the printed 
personal instructions already communicated to you. 

Mr, Trousdale has been apprized of your appointment, and according to 
an intimation already made to him, his letter of recall with the correspond- 
ing office copy is herewith committed to you for delivery to him. 

You are referred to the archives of the Legation for such information as is 
necessary to place you in possession of the views of this Department in 
respect to the relations subsisting between the Government of the United 
States and that of Brazil. In reference to the navigation of the Amazon, 
which you will find prominently presented in the general instructions to your 
immediate predecessor, it is thought expedient to instruct you to defer the 
discussion of that subject, until after having become acquainted with the 
general views of the Brazilian administration in regard to it which you will 
communicate to the Department, in order that such special instructions as 
may be deemed advisable may be given. 

The extent of the commerce between the United States and Brazil, is a 
matter of public notoriety. Official documents, to which you are referred, 

^ Above, vol. I, pt. I. This communication related to the Paris Declaration, regarding 
the rights of neutrals. The text is not copied in the appropriate volume of Instructions to 
Brazil, but, instead, there occurs the entry as above. 

^ Instructions, Brazil, vol. 15. 

Richard K. Meade, of Virginia, to whom this instruction was addressed, was commissioned 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary, on July 27, 1857. He appears to have 


been heavily against this country. As this may in part result from natural 
causes, it may be impracticable to equalize it. There is reason to hope, 
however, that by the zealous and discreet employment of proper measures, 
the balance may be materially reduced. This is an object which the Presi- 
dent ardently desires, and hopes that it may be accomplished during your 
mission. Owing to the comparatively easy circumstances of the great bulk 
of the people in this country, coffee, the staple of Brazil, which in Europe 
may be called a luxury the consumption of which is confined to the more 
opulent classes, is here considered a necessity even by the laboring poor. 
This may in part have led Congress to exempt the article from import duty, 
regardless of its origin. It is not to be supposed that the Brazilian govern- 
ment is unaware of the motives of this policy on our part. There is reason, 
however, to believe that it has hitherto assigned undue weight to them. 
This is shown by its persistence in levying the export duty on coffee and by 
charging heavy import duties on productions of the United States, especially 
flour, which is the most considerable of them. The latter, however, is per- 
haps more an article of luxury in Brazil than coffee is in Europe, as its con- 
sumption is understood to be restricted, to the inhabitants of the larger 
cities on the coast who are in comparatively easy circumstances. 

What are the means by which the Brazilian government might be most 
likely induced to modify its financial policy to our advantage? It is under- 
stood that they have a settled repugnance to entering into new commercial 
treaties with any nation, and that this was naturally and perhaps justly oc- 
casioned by the embarrassments which were brought upon them by their 
former treaties with commercial States, and particularly Great Britain. 
The policy of admitting the productions of a foreign country upon terms 
specified in a treaty, is not favored in this country. Besides the inconven- 
ience it might occasion if an exigency should render an increase of duty on an 
article desirable, the rate of which may have been fixed in the treaty, we have 
a clause in many of our treaties which would give other countries a right to 
claim the same terms for similar productions of theirs. This gives rise to 
further inconvenience if ultimately yielded and if denied or much delayed, 
leads to protracted controversies with those governments which more or less 
disturb our good understanding with them. 

It may be taken for granted that the Brazilian government will not abolish 
or diminish the duties on the exportation of the productions of Brazil to the 
United States or on the importation of our productions, so long as they are 
confident in our forbearance by continuing to admit their coflfee free of duty. 
To this forbearance, however, there must be a limit. Although in admitting 
coffee free, we have in part been actuated by the general demand for it in this 
country at the cheapest rate attainable, the Brazilian government must not 
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rocal liberality on their part, which if much longer delayed, may lead to a 
discriminating duty in this country against Brazilian coffee. This duty 
might at first slightly increase the cost of the article to the consumer, but he 
would probably be compensated by the stimulus which it would give to the 
production of coffee in other countries, and would be further reconciled to the 
measure, by the certainty that a perseverance in the policy would probably 
compel the Brazilian government to lower its duties on our productions and 
on the exportation of coffee. While we consume this and other productions 
of Brazil in a quantity and to a value vastly disproportionate to those in 
which she consumes the productions of the United States, she admits British 
manufactures at easy rates of duty while Great Britain consumes compara- 
tively little of her productions, because these are of the same character as 
those from her colonies which she feels bound to protect. This discrimina- 
tion is felt by us to be unjust on general grounds and its effect to be injurious, 
but when the different interests and the different course of this government 
in regard to labor in Brazil are taken into consideration we feel that we have 
a just right to complain. 

The President, however, is of the opinion that the best means to bring 
about a change in the commercial policy of Brazil would in the first instance 
at least be by colloquial intercourse with the leading statesmen of that coun- 
try. Official written memorials upon the subject might be considered im- 
proper, and should not be ventured upon without previously sounding the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs upon the subject. 

There are a few unadjusted claims of our citizens against Brazil ; but in- 
structions have been sent to Mr. Trousdale the effect of which in regard to 
some of these sufficient time has not elapsed for him to communicate. These 
claims are believed by this Department to possess every element of justice 
which it will be a matter of sincere concern to this Government if that of 
Brazil shall have failed to recognize before your arrival at Rio de Janeiro. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Richard K. Meade, 
United States Minister to Brazil ^ 

No. 9 Washington, September i, x8s8. 

Sir: You are aware that serious differences exist between this government 
and that of Paraguay. -From their origin and character and the remoteness 
of that country, there was reason to question whether it would be practicable 


honorably and satislactorily to adjust tnem, unless tne rresiaent were autnor- 
ized to use coercive measures to that end. He consequently applied to Con- 
gress for the necessary power, which has been granted. The commissioner 
to that country for whom provision has also been made by Congress, will 
soon proceed thither. In anticipation, however, of his arrival, and in view 
of the interest which his Majesty the Emperor of Brazil must take in the 
movements of this Government, involving the contingency of hostilities with 
one of his nearest neighbors, it is deemed desirable that you should explain in 
high quarters on proper occasions the purposes of your Government. You 
will give it to be distinctly understood that we have no disposition to oppress 
Paraguay but hope that the government of that country will give such a 
favorable consideration to our reasonable demands, that there will be no oc- 
casion to use the authority which has been conferred upon the President. 
We shall approach her with the most friendly disposition and shall not, with- 
out sufficient cause, abandon the hope that this will be reciprocated and that 
all matters in dispute will be amicably and satisfactorily adjusted. If, 
however, we shall ultimately be disappointed, we deem it due to our national 
character every where but especially in that interesting and important region , 
to be prepared vigorously to resent the injuries of which we complain, and the 
proper steps for this purpose will consequently be taken. 

It may be suggested to you also, to make these views generally known 
among the representatives of other Governments at Rio de Janeiro, when 
proper opportunities are presented. The President desires that the public 
opinion of those countries which are in the neighborhood of Paraguay, should 
be, as far as possible, enlightened on this subject, and that the Paraguayan 
authorities should thus be led to a reasonable compliance with our demands. 
While he may be compelled, in justice to our national honor and the rights 
of our citizens, to employ against Paraguay the force placed at his disposal 
by Congress, and will certainly do this if it becomes necessary, he means that 
it shall appear nevertheless that coercive measures were not adopted, until 
all those of a pacific character had proved unavailing. 

A copy of the Congressional document containing the printed correspond- 
ence relative to Paraguay is herewith communicated to you. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 



/.avis Cuss, .Si'crrlary of .Siotc of the United Slates, to RicJiard K. iMead^^ 
United States i\iinister to J^razil ' 

No. It' WAsiiTKtiTON, June 25, liS'^p. 

SiK: W'luMi our ( 'oimnissioacr (.0 Paruu’iuiy, Mr. Howliu, wtus at Asuncion, 
he was visited by Seiilior Amaral, (he diplomatic representative of 
Brazil, who "olTeretl with ^reat t'ourtesy and cordiality the mediation of his 
iy)vermueut" to secure the satisfactory adjustment of our diCUcultica with 
Biiraipiay without a resort to extreme measures. 

Mr. Bowlin very properly declined to accept the proffered mediation but 
expressc'd not otdy his wilHu.yness, but his desire, that the good onices of 
.Sefdjor Amaral should be exerted in behalf of a peaceful vsettlcment. 

Since (hat result has beim happily sei'ured it is due to the (iovernment of 
I lis Imperitd Majt'sty that (hey should know how highly the ( Government of 
the Ibiited States ap[)re<'iate and how cordially they esteem the di.sinterested 
and benevolent intentions of Brazil to promote a harmonious issue of pending' 
ditfereiu'es. 

Aitho' the oftu'ial nusliation of other Bowers was deidined, the President 
ascribes the auspicious result of negotiations, in no small degree, to the zeal- 
ous and I'uligliteiUHl etforts of the Brazilian representative, in Paraguay, as 
well as those of (he Bri'sident of the Argentine C'onfcfleratiou. 

^'ou aredirecte<l (herefori* to communicate to the (Government of Ilis Im- 
perial Maji'sty the high seu.se entertained by the President of their friendly 
disposition, as well as of the good ofl'u'es of Sefihor Amaral in furthering their 
amicable objects. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 

‘ IiiHtnu lIons, Itfuzil, vnl. 15. 
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Ethan A. Brown, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Martin 
Van Buren, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 3 March ig, 1831. 

Sir: . . . The Emperor returned on the eve of the instant — Elis 

proclamation, at Ouro Perto, addressed to the Miners, had preceded him, 
two or three days; giving great dissatisfaction to the liberal party; which, as 
far as I can find out, comprehends much the greatest part of the Brazilians. 
The Emperor is thought to favor the Portuguese; who are partizans of a 
system of absolute monarchy; and whose demonstrations, in this city, of 
late, have indicated a disposition to carry things with a high hand. They 
have lately endeavoured to assume an imposing attitude; and, as I have been 
told, boast that they reckon thirty thousand of their number — possessing 
the great mass of the wealth — in this province. The late insults and assaults 
of which the Brazilians complain is attributed to them and to their instiga- 
tion. This distinction of parties, with the Emperor’s supposed attachment 
to the foreigners, is doubtless unfortunate for his majesty. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Ethan A. Brown, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Martin 
Van Buren, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 4 Rio de Janeiro, April 7, 1831. 

Sir: . . . The outrages, are attributed to the party that cahs itself 
Brazilian: who, on their part, recriminate that the ‘Portuguese’ party first 
committed acts of hostility towards them, to provoke their resistance, and 
by hastening the crisis, to give a pretext to the Emperor for striking a coup 
d’Etat, to reduce them to submission, and establish a more unrestricted 
power in the Crown. Yesterday, it was known that the Emperor had again 
changed his Ministry. The change, on this occasion, was total. . . . 

In the afternoon and evening there was a very large assemblage of people 
in the great square, Campo de Anna — latterly called Campo d’accla- 

macao. This concourse must — have seemed the more formidable to the 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 8. 

The omitted portions tell, in detail, of internal Brazilian revolutionary threats. 

2 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 8. _ 

The omitted portions tell of holiday celebrations, of threatened hostilities asrainst the 



oi tne Ministry just aispiacea; ana it was soon puDiiciy Known, mat me 
whole of the troops had joined the Brazilian party; even those, on whose 
attachment to himself, the Emperor had most relied. I hear this morning 
that the guards at the Palace, marched off to the Campo, to join the popular 
side. At midnight, the British and French Admirals received a request 
from the Emperor to repair to the Palace; and set off in their boats, [the 
charges of those nations received and complied with a similar request.] 
It is now understood, that at 3 o’clock this morning, the Em[peror] abdicated, 
in favor of his son, a boy about 4 years old [some say turned of 5.], and at 
8 o’clock repaired, with the Empress and Donna Maria, on board of the 
British Admiral’s Ship of the line, now lying in the harbor. Some individ- 
uals of the diplomatic corps are conversing a bout the course the body ought to 
adopt, and I am told this moment, by M- Gomez, that they propose assem- 
bling at the house of the Nuncio, to consult. I shall not attend, as it appears 
plain to me, that my duty requires me to keep quiet. Our countrymen are 
most respected of all the foreigners, by the now prevailing party, which 
entertains very hostile feelings towards the Portuguese; who have some 
cause for alarm; for their persons and property; but less on account of the 
appearance of regularity, that hitherto, since yesterday morning, distin- 
guishes the people now assembled at the Campo; who have been on their 
posts all night; and a note from the city, this morning, represents them as 
mixed in the ranks with the soldiers, and exercising with them. My house 
is rather out of the City, strictly speaking, and a mile & a half, at least, from 
the place of the great concourse. I should be there to make my observa- 
tions, in person, but that I can hardly do so incog: and conceive I do best 
for my country by staying away, and employing the time I can gain free of 
interruption, in giving you information. If I obtain any more details, in 
time to get them on board the Augusta, before her departure, I shall com- 
municate them. 

The City and Province of Rio de Janeiro, have been, for some time, the 
part of the Empire thought to contain more friends to Dom Pedro, and to a 
stronger, if not an absolute government [monarchy.] than any other part of 
Brazil. The northern provinces, — the country of the mines, — and of S* 
Paul’s, are jealous of power in the Monarch. I mention the last with some 
emphasis, since, for education, manners, morals, and high minded patriot- 
ism, they are considered the pride of the Brazilian population. The great 
political object of the revolutionists seems to be to assimilate the government 
of this country, in every practicable particular, to our own, — to make States 
of the provinces, allowing them their own government and laws, and to form, 
of these, a confederation like ours. I am induced to think that a republic 
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of Brazil. 

The proclamation of abdication, has been read to the Soldiers and the 
people, as Gomez tells me; and was received with acclamation — Vivas 
shouted for Pedro the second at the moment. All acclamation then ceased ; 
but an extraordinary salute of cannon was heard from the Campo, about 
half past one. M- Gomez says, the Deputies now here, have formed them- 
selves into a Junta, or committee extraordinary, and I presume the people 
look to their direction. Whatever temporary form of governments or 
whatever permanent, may be formed for this country, I am induced to be- 
lieve that the sceptre of Brazil is no more to be swayed, unless nominally for 
a time, by a Prince of the House of Braganza. 

I am able to inform you that the consultation at the Nuncio’s resulted in 
the conclusion that the corps diplomatique should wait on the Ex Emperor 
in a body — and the reason assigned is to inquire of him, in person, whither 
[whether?] he has really abdicated. Notice of this was given me by the Dutch 
Charge d’affaires. As this appeared to me a formality quite superfluous, for 
the ostensible object of acquiring that knowledge, — as I did not think the 
formality a proper measure, on any account, personal or political, they have 
gone on board the admiral [Augusta?] without me. The pretext not satis- 
fying me, I suspect there is more in the step than is professed ; and that these 
Representatives of Monarchs mean it, in fact, for a public and political 
demonstration. 

The Columbian also staid away. 

I have the honor to [etc.]. 
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Ethan A . Brown, United States Chargi d'A ffaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Edward 
LiiAngston, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 14 Rio de Janeiro, October 12, 1831. 

Sir: . . . The next day after I received your dispatch,* I waited on the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and presented my new letter of Credence — I 
thought proper to add that I had the satisfaction of the President’s approba- 
tion for pursuing the conduct I had observed on the 7*.’' of April.® The Min- 
ister was evidently pleased, to receive the letter; which is the first personal 
recognition of the Government in the name of Dom Pedro II, that has been 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 8. 
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to Senate. He expressed his gratification — replied in obliging terms to so 
much as related to myself, personally, and in particular reference to the 7 *.*‘ 
of April, observed by conduct was American. . . . 

In the Legislature the institutions of the United States are generally 
quoted with approbation ; and among the people the citizens of our country 
continue the decided favorites, I beg leave to refer you to the speech of M- 
May, in which he deduces the unfriendliness of the European Powers, from 
the note of the Apostolic and other Diplomates, on the of April; and 
contrasts their behaviour with that of the American Ministers. — ‘ Debate 

of the 10 * 1 ^ of September, published in the Correio da Camara dos Deputa- 
dos’; The people now contrast the American deportment with that of the 
British, in a manner very unfavorable to the latter; whose naval force, in this 
port, has lately given them great offence. You will find a correspondence, 
among the papers ^ transmitted, between the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
and the British Charge, concerning the affair alluded to, in which W. Aston 
attempts to put the Brazilians in the wrong. The common statement is 
more probable. The Brazilian public boat is an unwieldy vessel ; — the Man 
of War’s boat very manageable, from its construction, and always manned 
by a competent number of expert oarsmen. I have no doubt the shock of 
contact could have been easily avoided, if the British had condescended, as 
any other people would have done, to yield a little space. It is said they 
attacked the other boatmen, in revenge, and beat them cruelly with their 
oars; on sight of which, the commander of the fort dispatched a boat and 
took the combattants into custody; handling the British pretty roughly. 
The armed launches, barges &;c, of the British then made a menacing 
demonstration, as if intending a descent upon the city. The circumstance 
would have deserved less attention, but for the indignation it excited; and 
its having become the subject of an official correspondence. The British 
keep guns mounted on some of their boats, constantly; and I have ground for 
believing that they and the French have orders to watch over the safety of 
the young Imperial family. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Ethan A. Brown, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Edward 
Livingston, Secretary of State of the United States “ 

[extract] 

No. 17 Rio de Janeiro, November 14, 1831. 

Sir: I have the honor of enclosing to you a paper, handed to me by M^ 
Wright, our Consul, relating to the seizure of three vessels, at the Falkland 


Islands, by the l/fiter of the same; who, in some of the papers therein re- 
ferred to, and which W. V/right will transmit to your Department, styles 
himself Military and Civil Governor of those Islands and the Adjacencies, 
under the authority of Buenos AyresJ Among the papers shewn to me by 
M- Wright, there is one, printed, purporting to be a decree of that Govern- 
ment, for establishing its authority in those Islands &c; and carrying into 
effect the Regulations in regard to the fishery. To which is added the said 
Governor’s proclamation, warning masters of vessels not to trespass. 

This is the first, and the only information I have had of the aforesaid 
occupation and establishment at the Falkland Islands. You, Sir! will see 
what authenticity it has. It is certain, however, that this Lewis Vernet has 
seized these vessels, on accusation of having infringed these pretended Regu- 
lations. One vessel, it seems, escaped, and the other two are expected to take 
their trial at Buenos Ayres; to which place, I intend to write, by the first 
opportunity, for exact intelligence concerning the authority said to have 
been there given for occupying and governing the Islands; and concerning 
the Regulations referred to; as well as the commission of Vernet. In the 
mean time, I communicate the inclosed, in addition to what you will receive 
from M- Wright. . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

^ The paper referred to, which is undated, apparently a signed original, follows: 

To the American Consulate at Rio de Janeiro 

Having in the exercise of my public employment seized the Schooners Harriet Captain 
Davison of Stonington, the Breakwater Dan! Carew Master of Do. and the Superior 
Cap! Congar of New York for transgressing the laws of the Republic of Buenos Ayres, 
by Sealing among these Islands, and adjacencies, contrary to a timely warning that had 
been p;iven them; The Superior obtained permission to go to the west coast of South 
America under bonds to return, the Breakwater escaped, her Mate having rose upon 
and subdued the guards, and the Harriet is about to be sent to Buenos Ayres to stand 
her trial. And several of the crews having obtained permissions from their captains to 
go home, many of them go passenger in the English Brig Elbe Cap! Burt for your place, 
whence they hope to get assistance from you to get home, and to state to you that I have 
every reason to believe that the crews of said vessels were ignorant of the prohibition, 
when they left America (the owners and masters of the vessel knew it well) is the object 
of addressing you privately these few lines, hoping that you may perhaps consider them 
entitled to your assistance. 

I further take the liberty of requesting you to forward pT first good opportunity to the 
United States the enclosed letter; it is left open for you to read if you should wish to 
know a few particulars, (and request you will seal it). 

The passports will shew you the persons alluded to, though several of them have 
stopped here, and their names remained in the passport. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

P. S. 

I beg leave to repeat that my present communications are private. You will there- 
fore please to consider this letter as a letter from one Merchant to another and conse- 
quently entirely confidential. As a Merchant or as a private individual I possess here 
landed property and priviledges of the fisheries in benefit of the colony founded at my 
expence, and in my public character I have nothing of the kind. 


Vernet. 



Ethan A. Brown, United States Chargi d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Edioard 
Livingston, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. i 8 Rio de Janeiro, November 30, 1831. 

Sir: . . . Among the newspapers forwarded, you may find some particu- 
lars of the insurrections at Para and at Maranhao; where the troops and 
populace, tho’ in one place opposed to those in the other, were more success- 
ful than at Bahia; and have prescribed to the authorities of Government in 
each. My intelligence relative to those occurrences, amounts to no more 
than what is furnished by the news-papers. 

Joao Baptista Gongalvez Campos, Vice President of Para (styled ‘arci- 
prest^’,) had, it seems for some time, been obnoxious to a party in that city 
and province; and reports, sometime ago, represented the conduct of his 
partisans in different quarters, in an odious light; as attempting to increase 
their numbers, not by persuasion only, but by intimidation. Their oppo- 
nents said they were dispersed in small bodies in various parts of the prov- 
ince; and accused them of some cruelties; and of abusing the name of 
liberty, for the purpose of oppression; but the distinctive objects of the 
party, which they charged the Vice President with leading, they did not then 
clearly explain. 

The President, Visconde de Goianna, was appointed to that station by the 
present Brazilian Government. He was not kindly received, at least by the 
party that has lately prevailed; who appear to have considered him friendly 
to the Vice-President. This party is said to consist of Portuguese, and of 
those excited by persons of that nation, — they are, at least, so denounced in 
Para and Maranhao. The accounts published state that on the of 
August, the several deputations of the people and of the troops presented 
concurrent requisitions to the President in Council, at an extraordinary 
session, exacting the arrest and banishment of the ‘Arcipreste’ above- 
mentioned, and of several others named in a list presented. The Speaker of 
the military deputation represented, in addition, that he had heard the 
commandants of the corps say, in presence of the Committee, that the Presi- 
dent must resign; and that the troops required it. These demands were 
complied with. 

These events in Para, if they did not cause, at least accelerated the insur- 
rectionary movement in Maranhao. In the morning of the of Septem- 
ber, the troops, in arms, supported by some of the population, also armed, 
laid before the President and his council a representation requiring, i , the 
expulsion of all Portuguese and of all adopted Brazilians from the military 


posts of the I, & 2, lines of the army, 2 , that the functions of a considerably 
[sic] number of Magistrates (named) should be suspended, 3, that all adopted 
Brazilians, without exception, be expelled from civil employments in the 
revenue, and justice, 4, the banishment of sundry persons designated, 
among whom were seven monks of the convent of S. Antonio, 5, that the 
Government cause every Portuguese House to be searched, for arms; and the 
weapons found to be taken away, 6, that thereafter no ‘sons of Portugal’ be 
suffered to land in the Province; laborers (industriosos,) and artisans (art- 
istas) excepted, 7, that the meeting there assembled should never be held 
criminal; and protesting not to lay down their arms, till these articles, 
(which they considered to be called for by public opinion) should be complied 
with, A compliance was the consequence. . . . 

I have the honor [etc,]. 
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Ethan A. Brown, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Edward 
Livingston, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 21 Rio de Janeiro, January 17, 1832. 

Sir; Since my last dispatch ^ was closed, a private letter, in which I place 
confidence, dated on the 25*^ of last month, has been received here from 
Buenos Ayres, of which I have the honor to transmit you the following 
extract. 

The affair of the captures at the Falkland Islands, assumes a much more serious 
aspect here than we had supposed at Rio. I found Captain Duncan here, as also 
Governor Vernet, who arrived about the same time in the Harriett, one of the captured 
vessels. Capt. Duncan and Mt Slacum were in quite a heated correspondence with the 
Government on this question, — the latter protesting formally against the seizures and 
against “any measure whatever on the part of this Govf or those under its authority, 
having for object, or any tendency, to interrupt American vessels in the exercise of the 
right of fishing at those Islands or on the coast as far as Cape Horn” — the former de- 
manding of the Government the person of the Governor, to be carried to the United 
States as a pirate, or to be tried by the laws of the country as such.” " In regard to the 
Protest, the Government has refused to admit it — on the grounds, firstly, that W. S. is 
not, as a mere consul, authorised or qualified to make it in the name of his Government; 
his functions being of a different and a limited nature — Secondly, that the United 
States having no right themselves to the dominion of those islands cannot oppose the 
right to occupy them, in this Republic; and, this right admitted, with still less right can 
they dispute that of making fisheries property." [Here follow some questions 
relative to any provisions or regulations of our Government for the guidance of consuls 
in such fortuitous circumstances, or rule in modern diplomacy applicable to such an 
emergency, in intergovernmental communication] 

As to the view Capt. Duncan takes of the proceedings of Governor Vernet, when he 
stamps them in his own mind with the character of piracy — Not only does he deny the 
right of the Governor to interrupt, or of this Government to prohibit the seal fishing so 
long practised there by our citizens — but the anomalous proceedings of Vernet in taking 
property from the vessels, part of which he caused to be sold at public auction, and part 
he appropriated to his own use, as he did also the vessels, before adjudication by a 
proper tribunal — he looks upon as a most outrageous contempt and violation of right 


the affair to the tribunals — and Captain Duncan having demanded that the property, 
as well as the individuals dispossessed of it, should be placed in the condition in which it 
was prior to the captures; and receiving no answer from the Government, sailed hence on 
the g*** instant with the ostensible purpose of protecting our vessels against further 
captures at those Islands — tho’ it is generally believed it is to make recaptures, and even 
reprisals. . . . 

With very great respect [etc.]. 
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Ethan A. Brown, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Edward 
Livingston, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 24 Rio de Janeiro, March 27, 1832. 

Sir: . . . The President will be informed in detail of Captain Duncan’s 
expedition to the Malvinas, or Falkland Islands, and its attendant & conse- 
quent circumstances up to this time, by Reports of the Naval Officers to the 
Secretary of that department; and a history of what I know [of?] it, is not 
necessary for me to relate. 

Commodore Rodgers has applied to me for advice in relation to the prison- 
ers whom Captain Duncan brought off ; and whose conduct he had considered 
piratical. Not supposing the matter to be strictly within my cognizance, I 
only ventured to give a private opinion on the first representation we had — 
that the proper destination of the prisoners was to the U. States. Subse- 
quent advices communicated by Slacum to Captain Duncan impart that the 
Buenos Ayrean Government at length acknowledges Vernet as its political 
and military Governor of the Falkland Islands, — an avowal which they had 
evaded before the departure of the Lexington from Buenos Ayres. The com- 
munication states that the Government claims the men [were?] made prisoners 
by Captain Duncan. The Commodore resolves in consequence of the change 
which this intelligence seems to put on the face of the affair, to sail for the 
River La Plata tomorrow intending to give up the prisoners if M*' Baylies 
should not be there, and claim the merit of the surrender, if he should find no 
reason to change his opinion after his arrival and communication with M- 
Slacum. I have told the Commodore that I think the prisoners will ulti- 
mately have to be given up, — that government having acknowledged Ver- 
net’s commission, and made itself responsible for his conduct under it; but as 
the disposal of these men may have some effect upon M- Baylies’ mission, I 
thought it very desirable that he should arrive before their discharge, — 
That as for the rest, keeping the reception & negociations of M- Baylies in 
view, and adopting such measures as should in his discretion appear favorable 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 8. 
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to both, he would probably do well to discover if possible, from M- Slacum’s 
experience and his own observation, what effect the liberation of the prisoners 
would be likely to produce, — whether it would smooth the way for M- 
Baylies, or swell their arrogance and persuade them that U. States consider 
their title good to the Malvinas? I further observed to the Commodore that 
these men in custody were of comparatively little importance since the escape 
of Vernet — not enough to stand in the way of accommodation: but the man- 
ner of the suspension of M- Slacum’s consular functions would give him a 
good excuse for demurring to their immediate liberation, unless M- Slacum 
should be reinstated. 

The Commodore will take his whole squadron to the River. I am anxious 
for M- Baylies’ presence there; not that I distrust the Commodore’s pru- 
dence, but because a diplomatic character seems necessary there at present. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Ethan A. Brown, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Edward 
Livingston, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 31 Rio de Janeiro, August i, 1832. 

Sir: . . . There are some who apprehend that Dn Pedro 1° may attempt 
to regain the Throne of Brazil. It does not seem to me at all probable, that 
he would undertake a scheme so desperate. He is however capable of con- 
duct which the French would call ‘trds inconsequent,’ I thus apprehend that 
provinces will fall off; and the Empire; if not dissolved, suffer a dismember- 
ment of some parts. I conceive this, and a federation, to be more likely. 
As yet, I must suspend an opinion, and only mention others’ surmises, of the 
future; one of which is, that the Regency will be reinstated, with increased 
power; albeit it is thought that a majority of the Senate is opposed to them; — 
some on political, and some on personal ground — Another is, that their 
resignation is a ruse, to strengthen the Executive — relying on their ma- 
jority in the Chamber of Deputies. The crisis has not yet produced any 
popular tumult; the Juizes de Paz, however, ordered out the National 
Guard, by way of precaution. — The time seems pregnant with important 
consequences. I shall watch the movements; and keep you informed, by 
every opportunity, of the important occurrences that may come to my 
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and the Government, in which the latter evade the principal subject; and 
strive to turn the discussion on minor objects; such as Vernet’s conduct. 
It is also stated that the application of Mr. Baylies, to have M?" Slacum 
restored to the exercise of his consular functions, had not been answered, at 
the date of the advice above mentioned. I have not received a line from 
Baylies since he left this port. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Ethan A. Brow7i, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Edward 
Livingston, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 42 Rio de Janeiro, January 18, i8jj. 

Sir: . . . I suspect that the Government is not without apprehensions of 
continued attempts by the partizans of a restoration, to keep the public mind 
uneasy; but I do not hear from any good authority, that those who wish for 
the late Emperor’s reestablishment, (who are allowed to be more numerous in 
this than in any other province,) have yet shewn themselves formidable in 
numbers, talents, or influence. The Journalists on that side do not evince, 
much ability, and are, almost exclusively confined to this City. Commodore 
Woolsey who arrived here on the of this month, by way of Pernambuco 
and Bahia, tells me that the citizens of the former place are not free from 
fears of repeated hostilities and fresh commotions, in the province; but that 
no party appears for D. Pedro 1° in that quarter. The Commodore was 
informed that three parties divide Bahia ; one for the actual Government, — 
one more republican, or federal, and one for restoration of D. Pedro i^. I 
have no reason to doubt that the first is much strongest. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Ethan A. Brown, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Edward 
Livingston, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 


No. 46 

Sir: . . . Notwithstanding that the 


Rio de Janeiro, May 6, 1833. 
elections for the next assembly, 
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In some of the Northern provinces, particularly in Pernambuco and Ceard 
very serious disturbances, by all accounts, are apprehended. . . . Armed 
bands occupy some ports and places, where they defend themselves when 
attacked, and whence they sally to obtain provisions, and carry terror among 
the peaceably disposed. . . . Previous to the last fighting of which we have 
any relation, the insurgents being summoned to surrender, a correspondence 
took place, in which their commander, appealing to Christianity against 
shedding blood, avowed they were assembled in favor of D. Pedro i-. Pie 
was attacked and his party dispersed, without much loss, on either side, I have 
not heard of any other collection of men in arms, proclaiming themselves for 
the late Emperor, since the surrender of Perito Madeira. , . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Ethan A. Brown, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Edward 
Livingston, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 47 Rio de Janeiro, June 7, 1833. 

Sir: . . . M- Bond has, probably given you better information of the 
State of affairs on both sides of the River Plate, than any in my possession. 
That gentleman may have some knowledge whether there be any foundation 
for the notion that Lavalleja is countenanced by the Government of Buenos 
Ayres. I presume you were, long since, apprised that numbers of Lavalleja’s 
partisans retreated, before Fructuoso, into the Brazilian Territory ; which gave 
rise [to] a correspondence between the Oriental and Brazilian Authorities, 
on that frontier; which I had believed terminated in a good understanding. 
It has however been reported that Fructuoso, or his troops have tres- 
passed upon the territory of the neighbouring province ; and being straight- 
ened for means, have made free with some cattle. The Relatorio of the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs alludes, but not explicitly, to some difficulty in 
that quarter; and submits the subject to the Legislature. The Chamber of 
Deputies held a secret session, on the i®> instant, in which, I am assured, 
from pretty good authority, the subject was taken into consideration: but 
whether it determined on any thing, I have not learnt. It has been said, 
that among those in the Estado Oriental opposed to the present Government, 
there are some desirous of annexing that State to the Empire ; and that they 


The accounts that come in, of the last Election, continue to shew a great 
increase of strength in the next assembly to the present Majority in the 
Chamber of Deputies ; and, of course, a proportion [al?] diminution of force, 
on the side of the opposition to the present Government. I have not hereto- 
fore seen cause to believe that the partisans of a restoration were either very 
numerous or influential. 

The City and Province of Rio de Janeiro has always been admitted to — 
contain a much larger proportion of D. Pedro’s adherents than any other 
part of the Empire; but at the last election, all the Deputies chosen for the 
Province are friends to the Government; altho’ the majority in the City was 
opposed to the Election ; and averse to the Administration. It may, more- 
over, be supposed that the persons, now in power, may not find favor with 
some, who are no friends to D. Pedro’s return. Nevertheless, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, this very day, and since I commenced writing these sheets, 
has delivered the Message contained in the inclosed Diario do Governo; an- 
nouncing the apprehension of the Regency, that the Restoration is pro- 
jected. I forward the paper without comment; but shall not fail to advise 
you, by the earliest opportunities of what I may learn, of importance, con- 
cerning this matter. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

P. S. June 8. 

I have the honor to transmit the Copy, marked Q, of a Note dated yesterday, 
which I have just received from the Minister of For. Affairs,^ inclosing a 
printed copy of the Message, concerning D. Pedro’s apprehended return. 
Also of a notice (R) that Diplomatic correspondence with Moreira had 
ceased; and his exequatur, as Consul General of Dona Maria been annulled.^ 
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Bento da Silva Lisboa,^ Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, to Ethan A. 
Brown, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro ^ 

Rio de Janeiro, June 7, 1833. 

The undersigned (member) of the Council of His Imperial Majesty, Minis- 
ter and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, makes haste to transmit to 
Mr. Ethan A. Brown, Chargd d’Affaires of the United States of America, the 

1 For this note of June 7, 1833, from the Foreign Minister, see below, this part, doc. 508. 
* For this notice, which bore the same date as this postscript, June 8, 1833, see below, this 
part, doc. 509. 

^ In subsequent correspondence in this volume, Bento da Silva Lisboa bears the title of 
Barao de Cayni. 



the Emperor, he had the honor to present to-day to the Legislative Body, and 
hopes that Mr. Brown will not fail to inform his Government of the serious 
matter which forms the subject of the said message. 

The undersigned believes that he would offend the susceptibility of the 
Government of the United States by dwelling upon his firm conviction that 
any attempts at Restoration, far from meeting with the slightest support on 
the part of the Washington Administration, would inevitably be repulsed 
with that firmness and effectiveness which is assured to the Imperial Govern- 
ment by the friendly relations which exist between the two nations and, in no 
less a degree, the well known good faith which characterizes the decisions of 
the enlightened Government of the United States, the perfect understanding 
shown, and the mutual interests of the two countries. 

The undersigned, having thus complied with the orders which he received 
from the Regency in the name of the Emperor, avails himself [etc.]. 
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Bento da Silva Lisboa, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, to Ethan A. 

Brown, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro ^ 

Rio de Janeiro, June 8, 1833. 

The undersigned (member) of the Council of His Imperial Majesty the 
Emperor, Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, has the 
honor to inform Mr. Ethan A. Brown, Charg6 d’Affaires of the United 
States of America, that the Regency, in the name of the said Sovereign, on 
account of very weighty reasons which had been submitted to him, has seen 
fit to order that all diplomatic correspondence with'Joao Baptiste Moreira, 
who served in the capacity of Charge d’Affaires of Her Most Faithful Maj- 
esty, the Queen Dona Maria the Second, shall cease, and that the exequator 
which was granted him as Consul General shall be revoked. 

The undersigned avails himself [etc.]. 

» Despatches, Brazil, vol. 9, enclosed with Brown to the Secretary of State, No. 47, above, 
this part, doc. 507. 


No. 49 Rio de Janeiro, June 25, 1833. 

Sir: . . . The Legislature asked for the communications from abroad, on 
which the Regency had founded their apprehensions of the return of the late 
Emperor. Their contents have not been made public. A committee of the 
Senate, of which the Visconde de Cayru, father of the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs was a member, has treated the apprehension as vain ; and tho^ profess- 
ing great loyalty to D. Pedro II. do not recommend placing extraordinary 
means at the disposal of the Executives. The Chamber of Deputies have 
held some secret sessions, on the subject; I hear of nothing important trans- 
piring from their conclave. 

In my first interview with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, after he had 
delivered the Message, I surmised from his expressions that he entertained no 
conviction of a plan having been actually decided on, for replacing D. 
Pedro on the throne. On the 20*.^ I saw him again, when he talked pretty 
freely of the Ex-Emperor, his partizans, and those ambitious individuals who 
only wished to discredit the present administration, and profit by its embar- 
rassment; and hinted a suspicion that the departure of Antonio Carlos de 
Andrada, a few weeks since, for Europe, might have some connexion with the 
plot. He read a passage from a British periodical, giving a biographical 
sketch of S [D?]. Pedro, very unfavorable to the subject of it; and remarked, 
it was evidently written by a Miguelist, but true in every important particu- 
lar. He then took up a sheet of debates in 1831, and read part of a speech 
of Martin Francisco de Andrada’s about a Luso — Hespano plot of certain 
conspirators, to place D. Pedro on the throne of United Spain and Portugal, 
and reconquer America,— the orator countenancing the idea, that, mad as the 
project might be, D. Pedro was blockhead enough to be led into it. 

The Minister ascribed his fears of an attempt at restoration to the charac- 
ter of D. Pedro, and of those men of disappointed ambition, despearate 
fortunes, and in needy circumstances, who surround and have influence over 
him, — to the tone of the opposition papers, and the behavior of disappointed 
and discontented persons here, with whom D. Pedro keeps up a correspond- 
ence, and in whom he places a mistaken confidence. Concluding, from, the 
information received, the known influence of flatterers, and the folly of D. 
Pedro, whose instability of character made him capable of being led into 
strange acts by them, his return, in order to obtain power in Brazil, was one 
of those fortuities too probable for precaution to be dispensed with. The 
Minister further observed that the facility with which he had been drawn by 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 9. 



the rortuguese Emigrants, into so wild a project as the conquest of Portugal 
with his means, against the wishes of the people, nobility, and Clergy was a 
proof of want of judgment, in his ambition. To my inquiry respecting the 
pecuniary means for the first movements in such an expedition? he replied 
by saying he should not be surprised if he found some money for the object 
in Portugal: where ignorance and superstition were still so prevalent that, 
astonishing as it might be to strangers, numbers still firmly expected the 
return of Dom Sebastian. The Minister remarked that the Message must 
draw from the Ex-Emperor an avowing or disclaiming Manifesto. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Ethan A. Brown, United States ChargS d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Edward 
Livingston, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 50 Rio de Janeiro, July 13, 1833. 

Sir: . . . You will find. Sir, in the Aurora, of the 21 of last month, the 
substance of the Report on the Message, by the Committee of the Senate. 
On the question whether they should agree to the same, the Senate was said 
to be equally divided ; and a reconsideration was expected. I have not heard 
that the subject has been resumed by them. Padre Feijo, whose seat among 
them they refused, on the ground of irregularity in the election, has been 
again returned; and has passed from the other House to the ‘Camara 
Vitalicia’; where his vote with [will?] give a preponderance, in favor of the 
Administration, upon a new trial. The State of the votes in the Chamber 
of Deputies, published in Correio of yesterday shews the majority the 
Administration has there, on this subject; yet it may be more a proof of the 
strength of parties, there, and of the intentions of the Majority to discourage 
the friends of the Ex-Monarch ; and other discontented ambitious individuals, 
(who are, of course, bitterly opposed to the present Executive,) from keeping 
up a troublesome excitement respecting his return, than evidence that all 
this majority are convinced of a plan of restoration having been decided on: 
altho’ they may believe it has been agitated; and that D. Pedro is capable 
of undertaking it, if he had means to commence the Enterprize. 

Altho’, Sir! it may be more my business to communicate to you facts than 
my opinions, or rather my conjectures, I presume upon your indulgence 
in expressing my belief that the Regents and Ministers have inferred, from 
what has been communicated from Europe, and, from occurrences and 
publications, in Brazil, particularly in Rio de Janeiro, that the hope of the 
restoration has been seriously indulged, and the question really discussed 


must shew whether the step were wise or injudicious, which, at present seems 
rather doubtfull. 

All that I know of the April events at Pard is contained in the papers now 
forwarded; and that information is all from one side. The sum of it is, that 
when the approach of Mariani and Vasconcellos, to take the Presidency and 
the Military command, was announced, the Portuguese party, and others 
involved in what is called the sedition of August — extremely hostile to the 
dominant party, and to the President Machado, and the Military com- 
mandant Seara, and probably hoping to ingratiate themselves with the new 
appointed authorities, and gain an ascendancy by attracting favor to their 
party, made such a shew of rejoicing at the intelligence that the President 
and Commandant were to be superseded, as to excite in their adversaries a 
suspicion of intelligence between the new nominees and the obnoxious party; 
which was confirmed by the latter taking arms, — fortifying themselves in 
certain houses and sending an address to Mariani and Vasconcellos, when 
they arrived; defying their opponents. 

In consequence of these demonstrations, Machado and Seara, (whether 
with their connivance or not seems uncertain,) were called upon to retain 
their places ; and bloody hostilities commenced, disastrous to the Portuguese 
party; fifty of whom were killed. Machado and Seara yielded to the wish 
of the people, and Mariani and Vasconcellos, who had not landed, departed. 
The place is said to have been quiet afterwards. No remarks of mine will 
be necessary to assist your conclusions concerning the power and influence 
of the Government, in the Province, nor respecting the disposition of the 
dominant party to manage their political affairs in their own way or follow 
the lead of Chiefs of their own approbation. There is no indication that the 
party, at present prevailing at Pard, including the Federal Society that 
figures in these papers, is friendly to the late Emperor. The presumption 
is quite the reverse; the Portuguese being, most generally, attached to him, 
and averse to free Government, 

Nothing definitive has been done towards curing the vice of the currency. 
It is probable that wise measures for this, — for establishing public credit, 
and for reforming the Judiciary, would give the Regency greater power to 
resist a restoration, and prevent commotion and anarchy, than the proposed 
addition to the Military and Naval force; the expense of which, in their 
present state, they can but ill bear, during the actual condition of the Bra- 
zilian finances. 

I have the honor [etc,]. 


Ethan A. Brown, United States ChargS d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Louis 
McLane, Secretary of State of the U7iited States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 54 Rio de Janeiro, September 28, 1833. 

Sir: ... In the newspapers forwarded three days ago, and in those 
transmitted by this opportunity, will be found an account of an alarm caused 
by a report that the Government was about to remove the young Emperor 
& his sisters, in a man of war from this City, (where his father’s friends are 
most numerous,) to the Province of S- Paul. From what I can learn, I 
conclude that the ground of the alarm, which indeed appears to have been 
but partial, was intirely factitious. The Tutor, Jos6 Bonifacio de Andrada, 
like his brothers, is known not to be on good terms with the Government; 
but whether conniving with the agitators, or imposed on by them, I cannot 
yet venture to decide. He says he had credible information that a couple of 
political clubs had plotted to get possession of his Wards. His brother 
Antonio Carlos, went to Europe, some months since, suspected of intention 
to use his Influence In persuading the Ex-Emperor to re-appear in Brazil, 
either to reclaim the Crown or to protect his son. The Government treats 
all the pretexts that tended to disturb the peace on the night of the 21®.* as 
ridiculous; and has suspended five Justices of the Peace, at once, for their 
conduct on the occasion. It does not appear to me improbable that some 
persons hoped to produce commotion in the City, of which they might give 
their own coloring to D. Pedro in Portugal, by some vessels about to depart 
for that Country. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Ethan A. Brown, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Louis 
McLane, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 56 Rio de Janeiro, November 3, 1833. 

Sir: ... I have no very recent information of renewed alarms in the 
Northern Provinces, from the disorderly parties that have infested some 
parts of them. Official reports, in general mention peace and order in various 
parts of the Empire, and numerous addresses to the Government express a 
determination to oppose the restoration of the Ex-Emperor, whose defensive 
posture, by the last accounts, raises doubts whether he can maintain his 
occupation of Lisbon: and causes some anxious speculation, among those to 
whom he is odious, about the manner in which he will dispose of himself and 



yet, about Dom Pedro’s ulterior designs. I called, a few evenings since in a 
sociable way, upon Sn^ Lisboa, when the conversation turned upon our 
retiring from our present stations, after some compliments of course, 
reciprocated, he proceeded to intimate that the withdrawing of the United 
States’ Charge, leaving the mission vacant, might have an inauspicious 
influence upon Brasilian politics, — the Government having to meet the 
opposition of the restoration party, and others. I remarked in reply, that 
perhaps the President would have received my request, by this time; and 
if he should permit me to leave my place, I had no reason to suppose he would 
suffer it to be long vacant; or omit to name a new Charg6 d’Affaires fo the 
Senate, during the approaching Session of Congress. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Ethan A. Brown, United States ChargS d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Louis 
McLane, Secretary of State of the United States ’ 

[extract] 

No. 57 Rio de Janeiro, December ij, 1833. 

Sir: The Military Society, against which the populace seemed so highly 
incensed, is principally composed of Military Officers, whose situation, as 
such, was not bettered by the revolution of the 7*'' of April, — of whom the 
greater part have been deprived of command and full pay, by the reduction 
of the Army. One pretext for the association is said to have been a prov- 
ident measure for relief of numbers in distress; but it is not doubted that 
this was merely ostensible, nor that the main object was political. It is 
believed that an understanding existed between them and Antonio Carlos 
d’Andrada, whose visit to Europe is generally thought to have been under- 
taken with a view of persuading D. Pedro to revisit this country. The 
Society does not appear to have much influence. 

Report speaks of some fermentation still working in the Province of Minas ; 
but the opposition to Government does not appear to be at all formidable. 
The people have been much irritated by the discharge of the leaders in the 
sedition at Ouro Preto, upon Habeas Corpus. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


Despatches, Brazil, vol. 9. 


The undersigned (member) of the Council of His Majesty the Emperor, 
Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in compliance with the 
orders which he received from the Regency in the name of that august 
Sovereign, has the honor to transmit to Mr. Ethan A. Brown, Charg6 
d ’Affaires of the United States of America, a copy of the proclamation which 
the said Regency addressed to the Brazilian nation, setting forth the weighty 
reasons, which forced the Government to suspend the guardian of His 
Imperial Majesty and his august sisters and to appoint in his place the 
Marquis of Itanham, until the General Legislative Assembly makes a deci- 
sion to the contrary. 

This appointment of the Regency, which went to a distinguished Brazilian 
of recognized loyalty to monarchical-constitutional principles, who has, 
moreover, very worthily discharged the high duties of guardianship of His 
Imperial Majesty and of his august sisters, furnishes a convincing proof 
that the sole object of the Imperial Government, in the step which it has 
just taken, was to provide for the good of the nation, by protecting from 
injury the throne of the young Brazilian monarch, the firmest support of the 
greatness and prosperity of the Empire. 

The undersigned renews [etc.]. 
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Ethan A . Brown, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Bento da 
Silva Lisboa, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil ^ 

Rio de Janeiro, December i6, 1833. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Note of this date, 
addressed to me by the M.- Ex. Sn- Bento da Silva Lisboa, of the Council of 
H. M. the Emperor, Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
inclosing a Proclamation of the Regency in the Name of the Emperor, 
aquainting the Brazilian Nation with the detection of a conspiracy against 
the Authorities and constitution of the Empire, and with the suspension of 
the Tutor, Doctor Jos6 Bonifacio de Andrada e Silva, and the nomination of 
the Marquis of Itanhaham [sic] as his substitute, near the persons of His 
Imperial Majesty, and his August Sisters. 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 9, enclosed with Brown to the Secretary of State, No. 58, below, 
this part, doc. 517. 

2 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 9, enclosed with Brown to the Secretary of State, No. 58, below, 
this part, doc. 517. The proclamation, whose contents are here set forth, has not been in- 
cluded in this publication. 



of Brazilian Independence, Liberty & Prosperity; and to those who feel a 
concern for the proper Education of the Imperial Family, — H. Excy may be 
assured that no nation sympathises more strongly with Brazil, than the 
United States, in whatever may relate to the enjoyment of the blessings 
mentioned. This sentiment is but natural. 

The Sn- Minister of Foreign Affairs well knows, that the Government of 
the United States considers the internal polities of other Nations, as their 
own exclusive affair. Whatever may be my own sentiments or opinions 
relative to political dissentions that may agitate the Empire to whose 
Government I am accredited, my wish is to make my expressions, in regard 
to them, conform with the principles exposed in an extract from the Message 
of the President of the United States, which I had the honor to communicate 
toH. Excy in my Note of the io*l‘of last June.’ 

On this, as on former occasions, I request [etc.]. 
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Ethan A. Brown, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Louis 
McLane, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 58 Rio de Janeiro, December ly, 1S33. 

Sir: My dispatch N° 57,® which I had prepared to send by the Falmouth, 
goes by this conveyance. — Captain Gregory prevented my sending it to his 
ship, by insisting on calling, or sending an Officer, for it; which he failed to 
do. 

The inclosed proclamation appeared on Sunday, the instant — the 

day on which the Falmouth departed; and was formally communicated to 
me yesterday by a Note from the Minister.*’ It seemed to me necessary I 
should return some answer; but to frame that answer so as not evince in- 
difference to the notification , and, at the same time, to avoid masking, by my 
expressions, a predilection for one of the contending parties, (as my instruc- 
tions prescribe) was a little difificult for me, — accustomed to treat these peo- 
ple very frankly and plainly. The answer, good or bad, has been sent, and I 
must submit to the judgment of the President and yourself, Sir! whether it 
be sufficiently diplomatical! 

^ I called yesterday, in hopes that the Sn^ Lisboa would be so communica- 
tive as to impart some particulars of the pretended discoveries ; but he was 

3 included in the present publication. 2 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 9. 

3 Above, this part, doc. 514. ' ^ 

* Above, this oart. doc. nrilP to J .aU j _ * i* ^ • 


Ill v-uiiAci tiiiv^c uiic X aicii^c. x iic \-/Uiiiiiiaiiu.d xvxa.i x^u^iC/ 

(Official Maior) told me the Minister had been roused on Saturday night by 
a summons to consultation on the circumstances just brought to the knowl- 
edge of the Government ; and that the rest of the night and Sunday had been 
employed in taking measures for the occasion. I made some further in- 
quiries yesterday, but learnt no more, in addition, than that 15,000 cartridges 
had been found in the house of one, and 5,000 in that of another of the Offi- 
cers, members of that Military Society mentioned in my 57,^ — and a 

rumor, for which the authority may be questionable, that the conspirators 
had intended to put arms into the hands of five hundred blacks, of the Nation 
called Minas, perhaps the most robust, active, and resolute, of the African 
race. Occupation at home, — making Copies, and preparing this Communi- 
cation, in time, have hindered me from prosecuting my inquiries to day: so 
that the foregoing, and the contents of the inclosed paper give all the light 
that I can, at this moment, throw on the immediate discoveries that have 
caused these movements of the administration, which I believe has been long 
disposed to remove Jos6 Bonifacio from the Tutorship. . . . 

With very great respect [etc.]. 
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Ethan A. Brown, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Louis 
McLane, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 59 Rio de Janeiro, January 18, 1834. 

Sir: . . . Sni Barrozo is arrived here, and has been received as Consul 
General and Chargd d’Affaires of Donna Maria. I am compelled to defer any 
reflexions on the subject, and an anecdote I have just heard of her father, 
(marking a littleness in his avarice,) till another occasion. It seems Dom 
Pedro wrote to his son by Barrozo, exclaiming in indignant terms against 
those who dared to give out that he wished to become monarch of Brazil by 
dethroning its present Emperor. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

> Above, this part, doc. 514. 


2 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 9, 



Ethan A. Brown, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Louis 
McLane, Secretary of State of the United States '■ 

[extract] 

No. 6o Rio de Janeiro, February 28, 1834. 

Sir: The return of M? Roberts to the U. States affords me an opportunity 
of transmitting this dispatch. Nothing very important, in the way of poli- 
tics, has occurred here since the 18*?* of January, (the date of my last, 59) 
— but the state of the cases of the Schooners Frances & Adams, may give 
this communication some interest. 

I abstain from the reflexions which I proposed to have the honor of im- 
parting, upon the arrival of S^ Barrozo, and his reception in the double 
capacity of Consul General and Chargd des affaires of Dona Maria, in order 
to give place to the remarks of the Minister Lisboa, when adverting to the 
circumstance, in the course of a free conversation. 

The Minister, having mentioned the recognition of D. Miguel by the 
United States inquired if I knew the position and circumstances in which 
MI Brent finds himself placed, by the events in Portugal? Upon my answer 
that I had no information on the subject, he took a view of the state of that 
Country, and of the contending parties, — of Dom Miguel sustained by the 
great body of the people, and in possession of all the kingdom, but Lisbon 
and Oporto, with, perhaps, a few other unimportant points, and in menacing 
attitude; and of Dora Pedro confined to places actually occupied by his for- 
eign troops, by whom he was, almost exclusively, supported ; the great Powers 
of Europe being divided, in their preference of the conflicting parties. 

Upon my remarking that the recognition of D. Miguel by the U. States 
was but a pursuance of a system long since adopted upon great and mature 
deliberation, he seemed to assent to its intire correctness; and, quite plainly, 
intimated his opinion that the Brazilian Government had been precipitate in 
its conduct towards the rival claimants of the Crown of Portugal, that there 
had been no necessity for its throwing the weight of its favor into the scale of 
either; and that the succession was, politically speaking, a matter of as much 
indifference to Brazil as to the United States, or any Nation on this side of 
the Atlantic; but having countenanced the pretensions of D. Pedro in the 
name of his daughter, it had not left itself perfectly free, like us, to choose the 
principle of acknowledging the Government defacto, which incurs no un- 
pleasant involvement nor consequences, should that Government become 
dispossessed of power. Such was the substance of the Minister’s remarks; 
whence I drew the conclusion, that if it were a case of the first impression, the 
Imperial Government would keep aloof, and wait the issue of the Portuguese 
Conflict. 



me on political subjects as to a friend of Brazil, proceeded to observe upon 
the folly, inconsiderateness and want of combination, and systematic 
policy that has marked the course of D. Pedro — the ignorance, incapacity, 
selfishness, and intriguing spirit and habits of those who, flatterers and 
favorites here, surround him at Lisbon, and have his ear, in preference to 
abler men: from which he drew an unfavorable presage of the Ex-Emperor's 
fate; unless the intervention, direct or indirect, of France and England should 
change the face of affairs. 

The anecdote of the avarice of D. Pedro, to which I alluded at the close of 
my last dispatch, — communicated to me by Sf Lisboa in the same conversa- 
tion, amounts to this. The Ex-Emperor has sent for the carriages he left 
behind, which have served his children since his departure, leaving his son to 
furnish this part of his equipage for himself ; but a meaner act is his claim to 
the personal property possessed in her life time, by his daughter Paula, who 
died a little more than a twelvemonth since, and his order that her jewels be 
sent to him. It might surprise those unacquainted with his character that 
he should think of depriving the two remaining little girls of the ornaments 
that had belonged to their deceased little sister. 

Since the close of the last General Assembly, the Administration has under- 
taken to banish some persons, (Portuguese,) two of whom were embarked, 
not many days since, as perturbators, and conspirators against the Govern- 
ment. Debts are said to be due in this city to one of them, amounting to 
one thousand Contos. He was formerly accused, at which time, some of his 
debtors were supposed to be his denouncers. It is not unlikely that such 
may be the case at present. The penalty is not confined to political offences. 
A young Portuguese has been sent off, for family causes. This arbitrary 
mode of deportation shews, rather too much, the working of the old leaven of 
despotic notions. Its advocates assign, among other reasons, a want of con- 
fidence in the Judiciary. The reputation of the Judges is very bad, in 
general, and some of them are believed to be bitterly opposed to the Regency, 
and to sigh for the restoration of the abdicated Emperor. 

You are aware, Sir! of the party denominated ‘Portuguese’. A great 
Majority of the natives of Portugal, resident in Brazil, seem to be of that 
way of thinking. Men, for the most part, known in Europe by the distinc- 
tion of the lower order, illiterate and ignorant, who migrated with all the 
slavish veneration for Royalty that pervades that in the Country of their 
birth, and have imbibed few liberal notions in America; who made them- 
selves odious to the Brazilian party by their devotion to the late Emperor, in 
his unpopular course, and deplore his privation of the Crown and sceptre. 
Following the dictates of their political heresy, they have severely felt the 
effects of ooDular indignation in some instances, as at Pernambuco and Pard. 
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not eminent,) many of them have grown rich, from the lowest beginnings, 
without becoming enlightened in proportion. 

Independent of the legality, the measure of removing the obnoxious Portu- 
guese from the country is of doubtful policy. For if, on the one hand, the 
dread of exile restrain their activity in politics, on the other it imparts a feel- 
ing of insecurity for their persons and property: and as they are, collectively, 
much the richest class of the population, a great deal of Capital is witheld 
from investments, that might be of great utility to the nation. It has been 
reported that the individual above mentioned was given to understand that 
his exile was to be but temporary. If this be true, the Government would 
seem to have in view the double object of keeping the Portuguese quiet, and 
of satisfying the public of its vigilance and energy. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

P. S. The award for the Frances is signed. 
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William Hunter, United States ChargS d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 17 Rio DE Janeiro, March 28, 183s. 

Sir: . . . The church, which in catholic countries we are accustomed to 
regard as the most efficient instrument of good or harm, is apparently power- 
less. It is sustained neither by the love of the people, nor by the aid of the 
government. Its clergy are divided among themselves, and though daily 
exhibited as the pageants of the most insipid superstitions, are many of them 
dissolute in their lives, and some are even said to be propagators of the most 
infidel opinions. 

This state of things foreshows future and distressful conflict; but in no 
possible event does it mean a restoration to Portugal or the influence of its 
politics; for even the tory party here have no hankering after the Mother 
country, but on the contrary are proud and boastful of their independence. 
It would perhaps be better for the country if it were not so entirely relieved 
from the dread of foreign aggression. The pressure of a common danger 
would make it the better to cohere as one people. . . . 

In the mean while, with renewed assurances of hie-h resnect. fetc.h 



William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 19 Rio de Janeiro, April 28, 1833. 

Sir: I think it not improbable that you have heretofore received or may 
receive by this opportunity from some orther hand the papers which accom- 
pany this despatch. They relate to a new state of things in Buenos Ayres 
which has created perhaps an undue impression, at any rate it has occasioned 
a sensation in the diplomatic circle here, which tho the matter relates to a 
concern beyond my juridiction I think it my duty to notice.^ England has 
certainly been attempting new negotiations both with Monte Video and 
Buenos Ayres, as to the first, it is understood she has been foiled, and delayed 
as to the orther, we are diplomatically unrepresented in either of these 
Governments, and what the attempt of England may be as to commercial 
preferences vieling [veiling?] as she does all her movements under the philan- 
thopy [sic] of the suppression of the slave trade I do not know ; but — these 
papers appear to be such as my government ought to be authentically in- 
formed of. I therefore forward them without any further comment. 

This note is written since closing my accompanying despatch N“ 18.^ and 
I have been principally induced to write it by remarks that dropt in conver- 
sation this evening in a mixt brazilian and diplomatic party. 

With great respect your obedient faithful servant. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 27 Rio de Janeiro, October 12, 183$. 

Sir: . . . I found myself compelled to stop this communication here from 
the fear of conjecturing too much. . . . 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 10. . i. 

2 The papers enclosed with this despatch consist of (i) translations of two addresses by 
President Rosas of Argentina, dated April 13, 1835, justifying his assumption of dictatonal 
powers following the discovery of an attempt to assassinate him, (2) a communication 
addressed to him on the same date in the name of the Diplomatic Corps, the British minister 
acting as spokesman, congratulating him and expressing pleasure at the change, and (3) 
Rosas’s response, also of the same date, to the Diplomatic Corps. A translation of a 
tinent newspaper article in a Buenos Aires paper of April 14, 1835, and a biographical sketch 
of Rosas were also included. These papers were not included in this publication. 

3 Not copied since it contains nothing pertinent to the present publication. 

* Despatches, Brazil, vol. lo. , , . , • c t_ 

The body of the despatch, all of which is omitted, and most of the omitted portions of the 



the beginning in an awkward position — i®.* Irora the previous connexion with, 
and after hostility to Portugal — 2'^ From the influence of England, in several 
instances arrogantly exhibited — 3*^ from the blandishments of France to the 
Constitutional Representative Hereditary Family Monarch — 4*!' From the 
surveillance of Austria as guardian of the grand-children of the late Emperor 
Francis — 5*.^ From the hopes and fears of the Pope as legal head of the 
church — 6*.^ From the neighbourhood of some of the Spanish Republics — 
vaulting as they do alternately from the despotism of a mob to that of a 
single military chief, with designs it is said, mutually entertained of founding 
a large oriental federal Republic, including several provinces of Brazil, 

From the steady pursuit of its unpretending system by the government of the 
U. States asking no favors, having nothing to claim but justice for individual 
citizens, and a fair observance of the stipulations of the Treaty of December 
1828 — and of the general Law of Nations. . . . 

There is one subject to which I ought perhaps to have adverted in some 
earlier communication — as it is a topic in my additional instructions — I 
allude to the expression of the good wishes of the U. States respecting the 
acknowledgement by Spain of the Independence of her former colonies — I at 
first cautiously, and by degrees openly, offered opinions and arguments on 
this subject in the diplomatic and political circles — But I found it a super- 
rogatory business — I spoke to minds already convinced — The views of the 
United States are those in sincerity of every diplomatic and political charac- 
ter here — and our conduct in this matter is generally approved as consistent, 
and as being at once lofty and discreet. — . . . In the mean while with apolo- 
gies for the length of this communication, I remain Sir [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 35 Rio de Janeiro, June 4, 1836. 

Sir: . . . You will herewith receive N? 2. — a printed copy of the treaty^ of 
commerce and navigation of this Empire and Portugal. This is an highly 
interesting document, and will I presume command from you a scrupulous 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 10. 

2 It is filed with the despatch but is not included in this publication. For a comment, by 
the Secretary of State, upon its provision granting special commercial favors, which is 
pertinent to the present publication, see above, pt. ill, doc. 458. 



ference. 

I saw however no direct infringement of our national rights, and to express 
an opinion in any form of official protest merely on a general topic of policy 
seemed to me an unfit and indecorous interference 

By a general topic of policy I refer to the peculiar mutual favours sanc- 
tioned by the treaty — certainely establishing preferences over other Nations, 
and thus impairing the principle of a perfect national equality. This course 
is in general an unadvisable policy for any Nation, but its right to take this 
course and to consult its own views of self interest are undeniable. To de- 
claim on these truisms — and to undertake to be a self constituted guardian of 
brazilian and Portuguese interests, seemed to me as hazarding something un- 
warranted and intrusive. As a question of right our interference was pre- 
cluded by the exception stipulated by the 2^ Article of our Treaty with 
Brazil. This exception is in the english and every other treaty. It was in 
fact the policy of England to secure this favour for her then faithful and 
humble Ally. See art. 20*.^ of the Treaty of G. Britain and Brazil. 

The real favour granted to Portugal is a diminution of one third of the 
duties upon imports — see Article ii*'.’’ — of the treaty now transmitted. . . . 

Hoping to receive speedily your further communications, I remain [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States ChargS d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 50 Rio de Janeiro, January 31, 1837. 

Sir: . . . It is not irrelative to the navy, and somewhat in a correspond- 
ing strain of reflection, that I proceed to state an event, as a diplomatic one, 
somewhat singular, and not without its bearings on our present estimation 
with this Government — and what that estimation may become if not haz- 
arded by our neglect, irritability, our submission or indulgence. A note was 
received from the Secretary of Foreign Affairs dated Janu’y. inviting me 
to a conference on the at 12 o’clk. ... It appeared that the civil war of 
Rio Grande do Sul was the object of the conference. This war as you well 
1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 10. 

In the omitted portion of the document. Hunter commented upon what he considered the 
irregular conduct of the Brazilian official in inviting, also, to the conference, the British and 
French ministers, none of the three knowing that anyone of the others was invited. 



know has been chequered by victories & defeats, but was supposed to have 
been finished in favor of the Government, by the defeat & imprisonment of 
its leader Bento Gonsalres— But Eduardo, the next in command, with about 
1200 troops retreated into the interior of the country, entrenched himself at 
a place called Pilota, and summoning the adjoining population of all colours, 
with the due forms of resolutions proclamations &c. issued a declaration of 
independence of, and separation from the Empire of Brazil, and set forth a 
scheme of constitution and government. He thus figures as the founder of a 
new Republic — This event so far as I could observe had made but little im- 
pression on the public mind, and was deemed one of those ebullitions of 
military popular frenzy which would soon subside. From the locality how- 
ever of the pretended new Republic, its relative proximity to the states of 
Buenos Ayres & Monte Video, and a distrust of the perfect neutrality of 
those States, though they had been early and reiterative in their professions 
of it — this government suffered itself to be alarmed, or to feign alarm, and 
with an air more of bustle than of business, decreed that something "must be 
done”. . . . 

. . . Forseeing, as I thought that these measures could have reference to 
nothing else but an unwarrantable extension of the right of search, & an as- 
sertion of blockade without regard to adequacy of force or notice, I inquired 
of the Secretary whether his object was not to obtain our previous assent to 
the right of visit by Brazilian armed ships of the vessels of our respective 
countries as well as to egress & ingress — He confessed it was. . . . 

. . . Upon the motives therefore as avowed & assigned, I declared I 
could perceive no necessity for any step to be taken by any foreign power; 
and in regard to any concession as to the right of search, it was entirely be- 
yond the sphere of my authority — uncontemplated by my instructions — and 
inconsistent with my duty : and it would betray a shameful forgetfulness of 
the history & policy of my own country, not to be aware of its reluctance to 
the extension of this right beyond the universally admitted principles of the 
law of nations — We had refused it on a memorable occasion, to a power of the 
highest respectability who urged the concession by a reference to her own 
example, and enforced it by all the arguments with which philanthropy 
could invest eloquence. After some pause it came across my mind that 
there must be at bottom some better reason than those ostensibly assigned, 
for the course which the Brazilian Government meditated — It struck me 
that the true motives of this proceeding were a fear of the two Governments 
of Buenos Ayres and Monte Video, unsettled & revolutionary as they are, 
and oscillating from the extreme of tumultuous democracy to that of military 
despotism — This government seems to have no confidence in their good faith, 


these countries — 

The navy of Brazil is too feeble and too much occupied especially with the 
yet unsubdued rebellion of Para to be able to impress these states by any 
efficient demonstration. To produce an effect by foreign aid with a show in 
their favor of the principal commercial nations would be useful and impor- 
tant — In this strain of thought, and hinting delicately at these topics, I ven- 
tured to suggest a substitute for the Secretary’s proposal. That it should be 
the understanding of the commercial and naval powers with this Imperial 
Government, and with each other, that in addition to their usual instructions 
to ships of war, as to the visiting, assisting &c. the merchant ships of their 
respective countries, another should be added viz. that they should be cau- 
tioned against supplying any persons acting in hostile opposition to the 
legitimate government of the Empire, and especially the Republic of Pirati- 
nim with any munitions of war &c. and likewise cautioning them not to re- 
ceive on board, or be the bearers of any commission for any Privateer &c. 
from any asserted republic or government in Brazil acting against the legal, 
Imperial authority thereof &c. &c. And that the Brazilian Government 
might do this as to their own vessels, & if they thought fit to those of Buenos 
Ayres & Monte Video — We then could do service to a friend without impos- 
ing upon our respective naval officers any other than their ordinary duty, 
that of visiting merchant ships at sea for the purpose of affording Information 
& protection, and we should hazard no principle of indiscreet concession. . . 

I remain fete.]. 


525 

William Hunter, United States Charge d^ Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 51 Rio de Janeiro, February 10, 1837. 

Sir : ... 2 1 have lately yielded to a persuasion that we can, and ought to 
become towards this country — not by any Formality of Alliance, but by 
a diplomatic understanding, a tutelary friend, a promoter of its stand as a 
respectable American power, and that we may now safely though with 
becoming caution, open a little more largely our views — encourage a more 
definite independence of Europe, and permit a hope of our collateral not 
belligerent aid, in case of difficulties. We have perhaps committed a mistake 
in placing Brazil on the same platform with other American powers — The 
immense extent of her territories, which though occasionally disturbed, our 
1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. il. 
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aamoniuons mignt innuerice lo cominiicu reumuii — iiei Jieeiiiigs oi rising 
superiority to Portugal, and by consequence a diminishing dependence on 
England — ^These considerations, and many others combined with our 
neighbourhood, our increasing mutual commerce — our early favor bestowed 
— our forbearance continued, might influence Brazil to a sense of her true 
interest, and embolden us to an exposition of it. The time for doing this 
is at hand — A reelection of Regent will come round in little more than two 
years — The Emperor will not be always a child — and we I hope enjoy now a 
moment of comparative political tranquility, enabling us to look with 
prospective care, to all our foreign relations — and to enforce all our claims 
to respect from abroad, with reference to the resulting good — at home. 

With true respect and regard [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 53 Rio de Janeiro, March 23, 183/. 

Sir: The concerns of this part of the Globe are assuming a more troubled 
aspect; and there is some apprehension that Brazil whose commotions at 
home are not yet quieted may be drawn into new embarassments by pressure 
from abroad. 

You have of course better information than I can give of the state of 
affairs both in Chili and Peru. These two States present the predicament 
of open and declared war without having as yet (it is believed) engaged in 
actual hostilities. 

Buenos Ayres — that is the Argentine Republic has likewise in a language 
that threatens and anticipates extremities, prohibited intercourse with Peru ; 
and Monte Video or the selfstyled Oriental Republic of Uruguay is convulsed 
by a new internal disturbance, and its diplomatic language towards this 
country is that of reckless and haughty defiance. . . . 

I should enlarge more on those subjects to which I have paid a close 
attention, but unfortunately the immediate concerns of my own Legation 
are enough for my immediate care and solicitude. 

Independently of the vexation occasioned by the evasion of promises in 
regard to the great object of my efforts and ambition — the settlement of our 
old prize claims, and a satisfactory indemnity to those of our citizens who 
have so long been flattered and disappointed; — the state of affairs in Rio 

Grflnrip crivpc nppacinn fr>r rloiKr j-U ... 
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dishonor. — ^ . . . 

In the hope that my next communication may be of a more agreeable 
tenor, I remain [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 57 Rio de Janeiro, July zg, iSj^. 

Sir: ... I transmit besides the Journals of this place another copy of the 
Argentine declaration of War. This Republic has appointed a Minister 
Plenipotentiary & Envoy Extraordinary (Alvear) to the United States, and 
likewise one to this Court. Monte Video has appointed a Charge d 'Affaires 
for this place, both of these countries have territorial, beside orther questions 
to settle with Brazil, and with each orther. The Missions to this Court 
have been recommended by England. The Mission to the United States 
from Buenos Ayres is doubtless for the purpose of reviving the old affair 
of the Falkland Islands, — Vernets claims — our Captains alledged offences, 
and I hope the debts of that Government to our citizens. . . . 

. . . We must not form our estimate of this Country from the illuminated 
pictures of our early commissioners, and we must place no dependance on the 
morality or patriotism of Rosas, whose instruments of government at home 
are the priest, and the Musket, and whose concessions abroad must be paid 
for — in money, — apparently for orthers, but assuredly for himself. I 
present this Sketch traced from the much stronger portraiture of orthers — 
especially that of the British Ministers.* In connection with this subject 
one case that of the Parthean has come under my notice. The Cap^ Adams 
was obliged to leave Monte Video without his papers, being pursued by 
Vernet for sealing on one of his Islands. The almost identical scene was 
renewed in Silas Burroughs case (which I perceive is published) except that 
the last is part and parcel of the old affair. . . . 

In the mean while [etc.]. 

1 The omitted portions deal with claims and with difficulties experienced by United States 
citizens in the province of Rio Grande do Sul. * Despatches, Brazil, vol. ii. 

“The words “the British Minister” reached the Department in code. 



Sir: . . . The English annoy this country as they do every other, with 
applications as to Slavery — or if you please the slave trade. M- Fox 
crowned his labors here by the negotiation of a Treaty enforcing the british 
scheme of settling the indicia of guilt — by certain facts, such as an over- 
quantity of water or rice, over largeness, of cauldrons — peculiar construction 
of Bulkliead &c &c. Whatever the appearances may be, the truth is, that 
this over and constant pressure upon a matter, in regard to which the 
brazilian Government were always indifferent or insincere, and which it 
begins to suspect is used more as a method of intervention in domestic affairs 
and a control over them, not only as to the direct, but as to collateral objects, 
has sickened and disgusted them. This show of philantropy by every min- 
ister in England whether whig or tory or half radical, at the expense of the 
foreign slave holder, (and his case is here not separated in heart from the 
slave importer) is suspected to be intended only for popular effect at home; 
or if more is meant, it is construed to be some deep and covert intent against 
brazilian agricultural and commercial interests in furtherance of their own. 
Hoping soon to impart to you the auspicious result of my endeavors I in the 
mean while remain [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States ChargS d’ Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 6 o Rio de Janeiro, September 2$, 1837, 

Sir:® . . . I likewise transmit a London pamphlet relative to the concerns 
of the Rio Doce Company replete with statistical facts or conjectures, and as 
I should think peculiarly interesting to our friends of the South West, 
generally illustrative of the colonial regard of Great Britain towards this 
country. . . . 

But I am straying from my permitted path ; and this communication must 
end with the assurance of the high regard and respect of your obedient 
faithful servant. 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. ii. * Despatches, Brazil, vol. ii. 

^ The omitted portions tell of the resignation of the regent, and of the change of ministry. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 64 Rio de Janeiro, November i8, 1837. 

Sir: The Brig Garafilia that takes this letter presents according to appear- 
ances the only opportunity for the United States for months to come. I deem 
it my duty therefore to give you now, information of an event that has 
occured here, altho all its details are not yet fully known and of course 
its consequences can hardly be conjectured. A sudden insurection broke out 
at Bahia on the 7*.'* of this month. Its apparently exciting cause was dis- 
content at the embarkation of troops for Rio Grande. It is headed by 
Sabino an apothecary, but is supported by all the soldiery. It began by the 
desertion of forty artillerists who were soon joined by the national guard and 
the troops of the line. The President of the province and the Commander 
in chief fled and took refuge on board a Brazilian man of war. The in- 
surgents or whatever they may be called avow their design to be, a seperation 
from the central Government and the erection of a Republic. They had 
taken possession of the Government Palace and were proceeding to elect a 
President. Numerous candidates were nominated and dissension and con- 
fusion prevailed. Thus far the published account. We are waiting with 
anxiety for more particulars. The Government here are getting ready a 
force to proceed to Bahia, but of its hopes, apprehension or even opinions 
I am ignorant. There seems to be an unusual degree of caution, silence and 
secrecy and I have been baffled in all my attempts to procure information 
more ample than I have presented. Guesses as to the ultimate result would 
be idle. Altho it is difficult to presume success to an undertaking, unsup- 
ported by internal pecuniary resources, or external aid or alliance. Not a 
drop of blood has as yet been shed. Undoubtedly there are some real causes 
of complaint in most of the provinces. The system of taxation is a vitious 
one and leads to inevitable disproportion. There is a jealousy of Rio de 
Janeiro. The clamor of the provincialests is our money is spent there. 
The perogative of appointing the President of the Provinces by the Imperial 
Central Government tho’ undoubtedly intended by the constitution as a 
source of influence and a bond of union, in practice counterworks its own 
design. As to the establishment of a true republic in this country it is an 
event of which the most truly republican despair. General Education & 
freedom in religious discussion must first prevail. 



William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 66 Rio de Janeiro, December i 6 , iSjy. 

Sir; . . . Our noble ship the Independence entered this port in the after- 
noon of the 12*^ she arrived at Pernambuco from Madeiro on the “ and 
hearing of the disturbances at Bahia immediately proceeded there. Nothing 
decisive has taken place. The insurgents with a force of about six hundred 
men hold the city, the country population are unfavorable to the revolution, 
and supply the Government with its principal force. The city is beseigcd on 
the country side and an attack is meditated when sufficient means are 
collected. The insurgents have not only possessed themselves of all the 
money in the provincial treasury, but have reissued an immense amount of 
copper coin that had been called in to be cut or punched. They have seized 
not only all the public arms, but also large importations belonging to English 
houses, for which however they have paid or offered payment. 

On the sea side the Government will have to encounter great difficulties. 
An attack to be successful must be a rapid skillfully conducted movement of 
a large force. The batteries that guard the immediate entrances arc formi- 
dable and well placed, and even if the lower town should be gained, the upper 
is protected by a strong fort commanding the only accessible avenues of 
attack. There has been no suggestion of a blockade. 

As to the political or ethical grounds of this revolution, I am unable to add 
anything to the slight suggestions of my N° 64.'’ I have seen no state papers 
of the new Republic appealing to the opinions of its own community, or 
foreign nations; disclosing acts of oppression that justified resistance and 
sanctioned bloodshed. . . . 

It is in vain to disguise these facts — viz that the majority of the people 
are attached to Monarchy, and the Monarch, to an established religion; to 
titles, stars, orders &c &c. 

It is the independence of this country as an american power we ought to 
cherish; and to ensure that, its internal peace, undisturbed by political con- 
vulsion is necessary. Whenever this great mass of empire breaks up, 
european protection will be proffered or sought, and that protection what- 
ever may be its form, will be in a commercial sense colonial — An impairing 
of the equality of trade, a qualified exclusion of other nations, and a monop- 
oly more or less severe would be the certain consequences — 

... So far as I can observe the great body of this population respect 
> Despatches, Brazil, vol. ir. 

2 Here a blank was left in the despatch as if for the later insertion of a date. 


and if the will of the people is honestly against it, it is antirepublican to 
wish it. I dwell a little more on this subject with the view of giving it a 
practical direction because it may be proper to suggest, that warm hearted 
young men of our country, navy officers and others, upon their arrival here 
seem to think it their duty and mine, to be upon the side of every revolt, that 
invokes the name of liberty, and it is in some degree difficult to explain to 
them that my duties and instructions, and as I believe theirs, bind us in a 
foreign country, to be cautious in interference with its political concerns 
either in deed or word. There is another reason for our forbearance from 
all political agitation here, inasmuch as all the seperatists, nullifiers and revo- 
lutionists refer to our history without understanding it, and base themselves 
on principles alleged to be ours, which as they interpret them, we have ever 
repudiated and repelled. This leads to a suspicion by the loyal Brazilians 
of our countrymen. They think we interfere at least by our wishes and opin- 
ions. In one or two instances formerly our consuls may have been indiscreet. 
In the recent discussions at Bahia our country, its system, and institutions 
have been refered to, by the republican party so called as models for imi- 
tation; by the loyalists for the purpose of exhibiting the comparitive supe- 
riority of their own system and institutions. In all such discussions we are 
mistakenly praised and blamed. But there is one controlling reason why 
we should cautiously abstain in this country above all others from lending 
the smallest breath of encouragement to insurrection. The physical force 
of the country is out of all proportion black or coloured, no insurrection can 
be of long continuance without ending in a servile war. This is the last 
tragedy, with its unities of time and place, (the place american ground, the 
time that of heated discussion on this fatal topic in our own country) that 
we ought to be willing to have exhibited — On this subject there will be for 
us no european sympathy nor among Brazilians any preventive wisdom or 
enduring energy. The catastrophe I dread is that Brazil may become a 
black military despotism. But I will not dwell longer on a subject so 
disastrous, the thoughts I have hazarded were irrepressible, and point to the 
palpable conclusion that our interests, commercial, political or domestic 
lead us to foster, the repose, — the political harmony — and the general 
prosperity of the entire brazilian empire — . . . 

With the hope that my next communication may announce a successful 
progress in our affairs I remain Sir [etc.]. 



William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 67 Rio de Janeiro, January 16, 1S38. 

Sir: ... I understand that Monteiro undertakes too much, and that his 
industry and ambition have lately been exclusively directed to a discussion 
with the French Minister in relation to an antient and obscure theme of 
controvercy, the boundaries of french Guiana — France still retains her 
admiration for ships colonies, and commerce, and she is contending for an 
elargment of her territory on the northern boundary of this Empire which 
will give her an extensive command of coast bays and rivers. It is not as I 
believe our policy to extend or fortify the european colonial policy. France 
exhibits herself to this country in all her strenght and splendor — Fler 
legation is uncommonly large, swelled with secretaries attaches &c — her 
stationed force of ships of war exceeds that of any other power, and the 
entrance of occasional ships is frequent. There is an evident increased 
attention to Naval affairs — the new ships are said to be models of beauty 
and strength — France means by system and science to reach an equality of 
naval power with England and to be prepared against the United States 
and the world — . . . 

Brazilian affairs at this moment do not present a prosperous aspect — 
Bento Gongalves is elected President at Pirinatim. I saw him here a prisoner 
he effected his escape and portends trouble. He has character talents & in- 
fluence and it is said has the control ol funds. You are not therefore to deem 
the affair of Rio Grande as settled — ^There has been a slight insurrection at 
the mines — but it was speedily suppressed. . . . 

With an intention of speedily again addressing you I remain [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d’ Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 72 Rio de Janeiro, March 28, 1838. 

Sir: . . . Isoonshalladdressyouagain; A mass of consular. Custom liouse 
and other concerns have accumulated. In the mean while I remain [etc.] : 

P. S. March I have this moment received a note from Mi Slacum 
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Ship Lexington announcing the death of our Charge Thornton — The 

British Corvette Rover Captain Eden arrived from the Pacific this day. I 
have letters from M • Pollard dated the 30*.'* Jan^ — The result of the intelli- 
gence seems to be that the Chilians are not united in opinion as to the war 
with Peru and move in it with little spirit — while on the other hand the 
Peruvians are united and devoted to Santa Crux & his measures. . . . 

P. S. April 2'^ Intelligence has just reached here of a complete victory by 
the outside or loyal party over the insurgents of the City of Bahia, all the 
forts and the city have surrendered, and the legal President will in a few 
days exercise his usual civil functions, delayed as it seems, because it is 
convenient to continue for some little time longer the terrors of martial law. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 73 Rio de Janeiro, April i6, 1838. 

Sir; ... I have before intimated to you the difficulties that had arisen 
between France and the Argentine Republic. They are the result of an 
attempt to enforce military service upon French residents. This was 
strenuously resisted by the french consul, and obstinately persisted in by 
the Dictator. The discussion went thro’ all the stages of Note replication, 
crimination and recrimination, imputation of insult, demand of satisfaction 
&c ending in the french consul demanding or being offered his passports and 
departing from the country. The course of the Consul has been sustained 
by his Government, and Admiral Le Blanc with the whole french squadron 
proceeded to Buenos Ayres renewed the demand for satisfaction, and upon 
renewed refusal did on the 28^.*^ of March formally announce the vigorous 
Blockade of the Port of Buenos Ayres, and the whole extent of the shore of the 
River belonging to the Argentine Republic — Declaring in his Manifesto that 
the blockade would be carried into strict execution, and be continued as long 
as the grievances that occasioned it remained unredressed. Ships persisting 
to enter the blockaded Ports after notification of the blockade by a french 
ship of war, would be proceeded against by every measure of rigor authorized 
by the law of nations; But to mitigate as far as possible the inconveniences 
to which foreign commerce might be subjected by a measure solely directed 


places — 

The blockading force is composed of one large frigate, two corvettes, two 
Brigs and three small vessels, these last purchased by Admiral Le Blanc at 
Monte-Video and armed by guns moving on a pivot — 

Thus you perceive that as to its formality and fair attention to theoretic 
principle this ordinance of blockade is meant to be unexceptionable — But I 
am apprehensive we may have difficulty on one point. For Buenos Ayres 
only the blockading force would be deemed adequate, altho the frigate cannot 
approach within eighty miles of it, but when you compare this force to the 
sum of its duty, the blockade of the whole extent of the shore of the River 
belonging to the Argentine Republic, it may be perhaps fairly questionable 
whether the force can be deemed adequate — 

My experience in the brazilian blockade cases assures me of the intelli- 
gence and enterprise of our countrymen, and their habitual use of the distant 

points of the Rio Salado &c- &c 1 close this affair of Buenos Ayres without 

any remarks on what may be the ultimate designs of France, influenced and 
developed as they may be by events in this part of the globe. I have hinted 
at something in previous communications. But it is comfortable to assure 
you, that, according to my information our countrymen have not been 
molested on this question of military service. This happens I beleive (partly 
at least) from an adroit diplomatic stroke on the part of our former minister 
at Buenos Ayres — M- Forbes. During the pendency of a similar question in 
his time — and after a Treaty with Great Britain, he was assured in conference 
with the minister of foreign affairs, that we were to be placed on the footing 
of the most favoured Nations, the conversation had of course reference to 
the then recent treaty with Great Britain. M- Forbes repeated in a note 
forthwith the substance of the conversation, and called on the Secretary to 
confirm the accuracy of his statement — it was confirmed, and as the british 
by the then Treaty, and that subsequent, have been, exempted from all 
military requisition, so have our countrymen, The ground of the Buenos 
Ayrean controversy with the French is, that they have no treaty, no diplo- 
matic stipulation, nor anything tantamount to it; placing them on the foot 
of Great Britain — and therefore the law of the land enforcing military 
enlistment upon residents of so many years, must be dutifully and munici- 
pally enforced — . . . 

The Falkland Islands is a name to us I am afraid of rather ill omen — 
By a copy of the paper now transmitted i,’’ it appears that Great Britain 
1 This interesting paper follows: 

Lieutenant Robert Lomay to the Master of the U. S. Barque Hesper 

H. B. M. Ketch Sparrow at New Island, W. Falkland, 

December rp, 1837. 




IS so entirely out oi my jurisaiction that 1 apologize lor transmitting this 
paper, and indeed my apology for referring to the affairs of Buenos Ayres at 
all, is my ignorance of our present consular arrangement there, and the fear 
that however regular this may be, the blockade may obstruct early communi- 
cation. I will venture however to remark that I am apprehensive that 
M- Baylies’ great argument enforcing the claims of Great Britain to the 
ownership and occupation of these Islands, and therefore disproving that of 
Buenos Ayres may be resorted to on the part of England in case of any diffi- 
culty with us, with a pompous shew of triumph — The plan of that argument 
was I believe what was in the olden time permitted, in the english action of 
ejectment — viz- — the proof of an outstanding term in a third party, as a bar 
to the PUfs recovery. 

Perhaps the real question in regard to this abandoned and desolate spot, 
was whether all the world had not a right to continue the fishery to which it 
had been accustomed from time immemorial. So much for extraneous 
concerns. . . . 

With great regard and respect [etc.]. 
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William Plunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 74 Rio de Janeiro, May 4, 1838. 

Sir: It seems proper that I should continue to give you information 
relative to the Blockade of Buenos Ayres by France. You will observe by 
the accompanying document N? i that the French minister has served me 


state having the right to prevent the vessels of Foreign nations from fishing within three 
miles of the shore, of any Tei'ritory which belongs to it de Jure and which it occupies de 
Facto. I have received orders to acquaint the Commanders of all Foreign Vessels, 
found sealing or Fishing within three miles of the shore of these said Islands, that they 
are trespassers, and that they will not be permitted to return to the Falkland Islands 
next season. I do not however wish to obstruct your fishing at present, but simply to 
assert the right of her Majesty over these Islands, and I have to request that these 
rights be not infringed by yourself, or any of the Crew under your Command. I have 
also to acquaint you that the British Government have given positive orders, that the 
Cattle, Horses and Wild Animals be protected by every means; Should you therefore 
require Fresh Beef, Bullocks &c they can be obtained on application to the Resident at 
Port Louis Betkely [Berkeley] Sound at reasonable prices, but that all trespassers will 
be proceeded against in the most summary manner on proof shewn that they have acted 
in violation of the said Government orders — 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


I 



with a regular notice ^ — The paper transmitted is the original, I retain a copy 
— N- 2 is a paper I procured from Buenos Ayres ^ before the date of my last 
dispatch. 3 i^ my note of acknowledgment to the french ministei . You 
will observe some slight verbal discrepancies between the first two papers. 
Here this proceeding of France is of course a topic of interesting discussion. 
Some complain of it, not only as a disproportionate, but as a novel measure. 
They call it Blockade without war, the conversion of an incidient into a 
principal. They say it will injure innocent neutrals more than the 
offending enemy. To this the reply is — It is war, it includes all its conse- 
quences, rights and duties. As in former communications suggested, it is 
said, that the force is inadequate for its extensive object — viz — not only the 
blockade of the port of Buenos Ayres, but likewise “tout le littoral appurte- 
nant k la Republique Argentine,” and that its inadequacy renders it totally 
illegal— These and others, I have heard are but common place suggestions, 
and it is hardly worth while theoretically to discuss them, I shall at any 
rate in my situation await the occurrence of an actual case. In the event of 
the capture of our own vessels, where will they be taken, if legally to France, 
the country of the captors, hardly any vessel in a pecuniary sense would be 
a prize. If an attempt should be made to make an improper use of the ports 
or courts of this or any other neighbouring country — I presume the attempt 
must be resisted to the utmost — that is by immediate and earnest remon- 
strance. What are the concealed motives or ultimate views of France are 
not yet sufficiently discoverable to authorize any sound or even specious 
assertion. As however in all probability upon your receiving the more 
direct diplomatic notice from the minister of France in Washington some 
discussion may enseu [wc] — I will give you what I have gathered in conversa- 
tion — ^which according to your discretion you may regard as idle gossip, or 
use as hints available. It is said that Rosas’ opposition to France is per- 
sonal, springing from his hatred and his fears. Soon after the revolution of 
1829 I believe, that brought him into power it is said that ^ [blank] who had 
been the diplomatic agent of the Republic at Paris returned in a reversed 
capacity, having been made tho. french diplomatic agent to his own country. 
The gross impropriety of such conduct was visited severely upon the delin- 

1 The document is a communication, in French, of April 25, in which the French minister 
at Rio de Janeiro informed Hunter that all of the pacific measures adopted by the French 
representatives to the Argentine Government having failed, the commander of the French 
squadron had, on March 28 preceding, proclaimed the port of Buenos Aires as well as the 
coasts of the republic in a state of blockade, quoting the text of the proclamation. Not 
included in this publication. 

^ This is another copy, in French, of the French commander’s proclamation of the blockade. 
For many other documents regarding this blockade, see above, vol. i, passim, beginning 
about this date. 

y^The acknowledgment stated that the information had been immediately furnished to 
the commander of the United States naval forces in the neighboring waters, and that a copy 



quent, who was said to be invested with powers to place Buenos Ayres under 
french controul, and a french chief. Rosas acts, or affects to act upon the 
opinion that this imputed sheme [«c] of France still exists. He likewise accuses 
France of intriguing with the neighbouring powers to his prejudice. There 
is some reason for beleiving that the efforts of France are and will be directed 
personally against Rosas, that his overthrow is at least their primary object. 
In private letters from Buenos Ayres it is said that the french Admiral 
declares that he makes war not on the argentines, but their Tyrant. He has 
humanely dismissed one argentine vessel, whose loss would have been the 
entire ruin of its owner. Distress and consequently discontent already pre- 
vail, and a revolution hostile to Rosas pretensions is confidently predicted. 
In these unfortunate countries a revolution predicted is already begun. 
M- Slacum received from Dorr official notice of the Blockade as an- 
nounced to him by the French admiral. . . . 

To return to the Blockade I find that I have forgotten to mention, that 
I evidently discovered Monteiros dissatisfaction with it, not only on the 
grounds mentioned, but from an opinion that the French are wrong as to the 
original question of military service — he says France interposes for the over- 
throw of a municipal law which a sovereign independent state had a right to 
enact. Brazil has a similar law and practice. That the seeming want of 
reciprocity as to the treatment of the different nations arises from treaty 
stipulations, or diplomatic arrangement, and is no insult to France &c &c. 
I have learnt while writing this letter that Wylsop the Dutch Minister here 
has protested against the Blockade. I presume in reply to the note received 
from Baron Rouen. As regards myself I have been scrupulously on the 
reserve — altho’ my opinion and action have been in various ways solicited. 

I wait for the instructions of my Government, and shall be cautious even 
verbally to compromit it. Holland loves not Belgium, nor Belgiums ally. 
I find a clear allusion to expected positive hostilities with Buenos Ayres in a 
Paris Journal as far back as September. This little affair with Buenos Ayres 
may be, (so some affect to think) the spark that is to ignite the combustible 
— matter and the already lain train of european hostility. I cannot get at 
the opinions of England. I do not know what Mandeville the Minister 
at Buenos Ayres has done or will do. M- Gordon the english representative 
here was but a paid attache, is young, and expecting M- Ousely every 
moment, I presume will take no step. Surely— the dutch man transcended 
the sphere of his jurisdiction, the protest ought to have been made by the 
consul at Buenos Ayres. 

I have even now more to say, but as the developements by the Session of 
the Chambers, may, or rather ought to influence my communications I stop 


William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 75 Rio de Janeiro, May is, 1838. 

Sir: . . . The blockade of Buenos Ayres is producing its expected effects, 
deprivation and distress upon the immediate inhabitants of the city, activity 
to get out everything by the 15*'' of June to which time the permission of 
egress is extended. But the distresses of the City affect not Rosas. These 
relate principally to the Yearba [Yerba], the paraguay tea lately a good 
deal cultivated in Brazil, and sugar, and perhaps rum. Rosas principal 
estates are sixty leagues from the city, he is a Gaucho at the head of a gaucho 
force he hates France and will it is beleived — persevere. . . . 

With the utmost regard and respect [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States “ 

[extracts] 

No, 76 Rio de Janeiro, May 27, 1838. 

Sir: ... I have lately received another interesting visitor, in the person 
of Don Manuel de Sarratea Minister Plenipotentiary from the Argentine 
Republic to this court. He was introduced by a very special letter from 
MI Dorr our consul at Buenos Ayres, who, informs me that the introduction 
is in compliance, with the especial request of the minister of foreign relations, 
and that it is a part of Don Sarrateas instructions to endeavour to establish 
a friendly frank and confidential intercourse with myself." [No begin- 
ning quotes in the original document. Ed.] Mi Dorr intimates that 
this is of good augury to the re-establishment of amicable relations 
with the Argentine Government, and taken in connection with another fact, 
the appointment of Genl Albear [Alvear] as minister Plenipotentiary to the 
United States it seems not presumptuous so to consider it. I am informed 
that Genl Albear has actually engaged his passage in the ship Nile that sails 
from Buenos Ayres direct for the U. States. Don Sarratea in his interview 
was apparently frank and cordial communicative and sensible. He speaks 
english perfectly. What are his immediate objects here I have not yet 
discovered — I conjecture however that he intends — whatever may be his 
merely Brazilian views, to enter into direct negotiation with the french Min- 
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Buenos Ayres by the communications which I presume you will receive by 
this conveyance — one of the packets I transmit being the printed corre- 
spondence that has passed between the french agents and the argentine 
minister of foreign relations — I have a copy, and it is but fair to say that the 
argentine minister sustains himself admirably. What is the inducement of 
France in magnifying this small affair — ? Is it for the purpose of having a 
greater number of her ships in trim and employed, without creating jealousy 
in other quarters — ? is it for the purpose of a more rational scheme of coloni- 
sation than that of Africa — or is it for the mere purpose of directing harm- 
lessly the incessant national — mobility — ? the old roman senatorial policy — 
which aimed to suppress the seditious spirit of the people, by the cry of “let 
us march to Veil. If, (as it may be,) ’’ [^ic] it is only, an outbreak of european 
arrogance, against a feeble american State — I shall feel as an american, tho 
that state — is one of politics and morals, as equivocal as that of Buenos 
Ayres. Rosas is perhaps — brought to his senses. If the affair should go 
on — would you be surprized if our mediation was hinted at or requested, and 
that fair propositions for the settlement of our concerns will either be ten- 
dered or willingly accepted? I have in former communications explained 
my coure [course?] of conduct. Whatever may be the President's views of 
our national interest or dignity, as to this Buenos Ayrean concern, I have 
done nothing, in word, or deed, compromitting his utmost freedom of 
deliberation — action, repose, or indifference. 

As to the immediate affairs of this country, I am obliged to say, that the 
insurgents of Rio Grande have obtained a signal victory, and that the re- 
union of that province to the Empire is but eventual or dubious. You may 
recollect that so long ago as January, in my N’ 67 ^ — I said, that you were 
not to deem the affair of Rio Grande as settled. I said this then — opposed 
by the current of general opinion. But in my view the insurrection of Bahia 
and Rio Grand6 were always clearly contra-distinguishable. The first was 
an outburst of assassins-heading Mulattoes — free negroes &c undoubtedly 
stimulated by men of higher purpose and character, but who remained in 
darkness or the back ground — ashamed of the vileness of their agents — and 
awaiting events — This rebellion had neither legitimate motives, nor avail- 
able support in public opinion. It was unaided by talent or money. Itwasa 
town against the country, — all these circumstances are contrasted by the 
affair of Rio Grand6. 

The victory is that of Rio Padro [Pardo] . The royalist forces amounting to 
about 2700 men, had there formed a sort of an entrenched camp — tolerably 
fortified in front — but open or neglected as to its rear — Bento Manoel as- 
saulted the front with what was supposed to be his whole force, but favored 

+0 nlar'P a tarcrp hnrlv in the rear. 


The attack in front and rear was furious. It is said that all the royalists are 
either killed, wounded or prisoners. A few officers only escaped in canoes. 
The consequence of this victory, is to give to the insurgents, the controul of 
the whole inland country — to render probable their speedy and saf e possession 
of Port Allegre, and to render (as before said,) the reunion of the province 
to the Empire, but eventual or dubious. . . . 

With great respect [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 82 Rio de Janeiro, September 12, 1S38. 

Sir: . . . But France, tho’ her diplomatic appointments here are splendid 
and profuse, and her diplomatic agents able and aimable, is looked upon by this 
people with distrust and dread. The policy of her cabinet at home in regard 
to minor powers is felt to be stern, her pretensions are deemed arrogant and 
excessive, and her conduct in reference to Mexico, Buenos Ayres &c are 
appealed to as justifying these opinions. It is therefore presumed that no 
administration here in the course of mere ordinary negociation dare concede 
much to France. What the ablest may be compelled to do with a french 
fleet at hand threatning a blockade is another matter. In all monarchical 
countries political events are produced or influenced by causes which with 
us — are impossible of existence. This mere truism must not be disregarded 
in the consideration of the affairs of this country. An Emperor and two 
princesses — uniting the blood of the houses of Braganza and Austria must be 
married. Two foreign Princes have visited this country, and speculation has 
attributed motives, and predicted results. It is said that the Lady has 
managed well this topic of marriage and played with some dexterity upon 
this chord of female hope and sentiment, and that the Prince de Joinville 
may settle many intricate questions, even the boundaries of french (luiana 
by the cession of the two refractory Provinces of Para & Maranham, and the 
erection of another Monarchy on american territory. This is of course mere 
gossip — but it may not be all nonsence. . . . 

. . . The affairs of Montevideo and Buenos Ayres continue to be increas- 
ingly calamitous. The proffers of negotiation made to Frutus [Fructuoso? J by 
a committee chosen by the legislature were rather rudely repelled. On their 
return from their unsuccessful mission the clamors against the President 
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for a company and four pieces of artillery. This force has enabled Fructus 
to make several attacks upon Paysandu, he has been however in every in- 
stance repelled. The french Blockade of Buenos Ayres is kept up with the 
utmost severity. No large foreign vessels attempt to enter, and the captured 
launches and fishing smacks are immediately armed and maned and thus 
rendered the means of increased annoyance. Extreme distress has driven a 
large portion of the population into conspiracy in which a part of the army 
was involved. But Rosas detected it before its actual outbreak, and has 
resorted to his old methord, a secret order for immediate death on all who 
were accused, or whom he suspected. This has spread dismay and the effort 
of the inhabitants now is to save themselves by flight, 

Francia the dictator of Paraguay is at last dead. This event may be 
interesting as the wonderful country which he shut up from the rest of the 
world may now be opened to scientific research and commercial enterprize. 
. . . With unaltered sentiments of respect and regard I remain [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Chargi d* Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 88 Rio de Janeiro, February 2, iSjg. 

Sir: I am again induced to address you, a short and irregular despatch, 
and that, not in relation to the affairs of this country, (for nothing has oc- 
curred here, but those of ordinary detail) but to those of Buenos Ayres. The 
french at present mean, (from the best information I can collect,) to bombard 
that port. The small armed vessels that have arrived here from France, 
(meaning instantly to proceed) are calculated for that purpose, and are 
loaded with boats, or materials for boats, bombs &c &c suitable for this enter- 
prize. The Calliopd of the english navy, has been ordered from hence in 
haste by the english minister, to offer embarkation and protection to english 
residents. Captain M^' Kensie is as you know stationed, (as it were,) in the 
waters of Buenos Ayres, and Commodore Nicolson sailed from hence on 
friday the 25*^?' ulto for Monte Video, and will be at hand in time and place 
to offer assistance and advise— A Minister Plenipotentiary from Buenos 

' Despatches, Brazil, vol. il. 



is Moneiro [Monteiro?] — That France, meant to conduct herself haughitily 
and severely both to Buenos Ayres, and Mexico, and to every other American 
power (the United States perhaps excepted) I have distinctly long ago 
intimated. England does not like this, but as France, adverting to former 
scenes, is but her copyist, she has said less than she perhaps penitentially 
feels — ^The diplomacy and the navy of England here, are against France — 
and Capt^ Herbert of the Calliopd, a sensible and well bred gentleman, who 
I beleive bears the opinions of M • Mandeville, the english minister at Buenos 
Ayres, not only suggests something against France, but something also in 
extenuation even of the late conduct of Rosas — France means to be success- 
ful. She means in America to avenge her great american wrong, as in her 
pride she conceives it. To the gross mass of the population of enlightened 
France — the bombardment and conquest of american Buenos Ayres and the 
american Castle of St Ulloa in Mexico, will be as it were the bombardment 
and conquest of New York & Charleston — & the Jackson indemnity will be 
repaid. Do not impute this thought so much to me, as to every other neutral 
diplomat here. My thought is as you know that France has been for years 
filling her Navy by its cunning increase, and by employing and disciplining 
its crews for a crisis; — that of 1839 — 40 that she has predicted or concerted — 
As I write for the mere purpose of assuring you, that whatever may happen 
at Buenos Ayres or its vicinity, we have force and intelligence enough to 
prevent any ill consequence to our country — I subscribe myself not without 
the renewed regret of being unhonoured by any notice since June last your 
obedient faithful servant — 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extractsI 

No. 89 Rio de Janeiro, April 16, 1839. 

Sir ; . . . The general condition of this country is far from being auspicious. 
Nothing is at ease, nothing is safe. The rebellion (as the legitimates call it) 
of Rio Grande, so far from being overcome, has become in some degree 
legitimate itself. There is possession of an immense tract of interior coun- 
try, connected with a port or outlet to the sea. There is a nominal republic 
— with some shew of political organization. . . . The means of suppressing 
the Insurrection or Revolution of Rio Grande — have never been uniform or 
consistent — ^The abuse of little victories on the part of the legitimates has 
lead to cruelty, little defeats have lead to excessive alarms, to unseasonable and 


ished in classical phrase. But the true application of this maxim of civil 
wars meaning superiority and always requiring energy — magnanimity — and 
clemency, has been misunderstood and misused. Money that is corruption 
has lately been resorted to and it is singular that Torres the late Minister of 
War is now at Rio Grande unconscious of his own resignation and dismissal, 
disbursing large sums and litterally buying golden opinions. The Province 
of St Catherine is disaffected and it may truly be said that discontent a spirit 
of disunion and a desire for independence exist in nearly all the provinces 
with the exception of the Minas Geraes and Rio de Janeiro — In this state of 
things how is this administration to get on — . . . 

The suggestion at which I hinted some time since, of the marriage of one 
of the Princesses to a son of Louis Philipe, assumed more of shape and sub- 
stance than I was aware of. The dowry to be enough of Brazil in connection 
with french Guiana to constitute a respectable kingdom. As this scheme 
would be evidently contrary to our avowed policy, and injurious to our com- 
mercial interests, I have cautiously, but I hope with some effect talked 
against it. England cannot regard such an attempt with indifference. And 
it has required no great skill to awaken a patriotic aversion to dismember- 
ment of Empire in a country which is proud of its present bulk and desirous 
of more. I have not been able to discover whether the late Ministry in any 
degree favored this french project, but I feel certain it would be odious to 
the people, and be resentfully rejected by the Legislature. . . . 

In the mean while I remain, Sir, [etc.]. 


541 

William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 91 Rio de Janeiro, April 2g, iSjg. 

Sir: . . . You will not be displeased to hear that it is probable that the 
affairs of Buenos Ayres are about to be arranged and that of course the block- 
ade will be discontinued. This arrangement it is said is to be effected by the 
award and arbitrament of Mi Mandeville the british Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary and our Commodore J. B. Nicolson — This presumes of course authority 
in the French Admiral, and a willingness to admit that authority on the part 
of the Dictator Rosas. That Mi Mandeville has by instructions from his 
Government been endeavouring to mediate, is well known, but that our 
Commodore is instructed or commissioned by our Government is what I do 
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not know. My information in regard, to this matter is fiom the french 
Minister himself who received letters from Admiial Le Blanc, and from 
Lomonosof the Russian Chargd who has received letters from Commodore 
Nicolson. There can be little doubt then, that this attempt at arrange- 
ment, is at least in progress, and it is to be hoped and presumed, that the 
parties who have both of them errors to expiate, and who are tired out by an 
unprofitable contest, will suffer the commissioners to settle all differences 
succintly and conclusively. . . . 

I remain. Sir, [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States *■ 

[extracts] 

No. 93 Rio de Janeiro, June j, iSjg. 

Sir: . . . In regard to the late resignations Vasconcellos ordered his men to 
abandon a sinking ship. He had, accompanied with charges of self advan- 
tage, to meet a deficit of at least four millions, and a rebellion not only 
unsuppressed, but shaping itself into the form and organization of something 
like a consistent Government. The negotiations with the Pope were evaded, 
and the french Guiana boundary question (upon which so far as I have stud- 
ied it, Brazil is irrefutably right) was undisturbed by any warm patriotic 
diplomatic declaration, that the Nation of Brazil would stand upon its 
territorial rights, and regard the point in controvercy as one of the highest 
that occurs between nations, litterally one of national integrity, and politi- 
cally one of national honor. These topics were dwelt upon with expensive- 
ness, and occasionally with ability by part of the chamber of Deputies. 
Accusations of corrupt intrigue with Fructus [Fructuoso] Rivera against the 
legitimate Government of Montevideo, and of tameness or acciuiescence as 
to the proceedings of France against Buenos Ayres and Mexico, were not 
withheld. Montezuma and Abreo were the principal debaters, who directed 
their attacks against the administration of the iQ'^h of September, and they 
both, especially Abreo, charged this administration with antiamerican ten- 
dencies and with submission to european exactions. He eulogized the United 
States, and referred not only to its uniform policy of frankness, fairness and 
firmness in diplomatic proceedings, but referred to and dwelt upon the latest 
and best exposition of that policy by the present President. . . . 

There had been some months ago a report in circulation that there was 
a dissension in the Vasconcellos cabinet, that ic tb<a 


himself under the necessity in a well written specious letter addressed to a 
grave and a distinguished personage to contradict the assertion of his anti- 
american tendencies, and of any dissension or division in the cabinet. . . . 

... I ought to say that I have reason to beleive that it is the present 
intention of this country to renew no treaty merely because it happens to 
expire. The whole medley of brazilian politicians affect now to declare that 
they have by their treaty with England not only placed themselves in a false 
position as to other nations, but have in effect curtailed their own rights of 
legislation and Sovereignty. This is a serious truth. But what will not 
England attempt in 1842-3-4 having peculiar commercial interests to 
sustain, loving sway as she does, and always treating arrogantly Portugal 
and Brazil as her own colonies — and the hated, (I think unjustly,) having 
force that intimidates and money that corrupts. I merely now open this 
subject — which I take the liberty of presenting thus seasonably to your and 
the President’s deliberation ; that it may not be hereafter said that I faltered 
in uttering that which I deem a matter that ought to be distinctly enun- 
ciated, and which to us amicably inclined to Brazil as an independent amer- 
ican nation, unites as it were principle and sentiment with self interest, and 
presents a topic in regard to which the sound and sober opinion of the people, 
will be in accord with the sound and sober politics of the Cabinet. You will 
pardon a suggestion which I throw out merely as such. France, Portugal — 
England ourselves, to speak of no others have to treat with Brazil perhaps not 
before 1842-3. Should we not say discreetly but firmly to England and 
Portugal as well as Brazil — we cannot longer submit to this system of 
partialities or favoritisms. Should we not early explain ourselves to France, 
and establish our only true system, real equality, by Treaty or no Treaty — 
leaving everything in future to our own means, persuasive or energetic for 
inducing or enforcing it. . . . 

I remain. Sir, [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the UniUd States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 96 Rio de Janeiro, August 12, 183Q. 

Sir: My communications from this country have had a tedious same- 
ness. It has been my duty to describe from time to time, with a mournful 
uniformity the insurrections of Provinces, the sudden and capricious changes 
of counsels, and denials of even notice, of the just claims of our fellow citizens. 
With deep regret I have now but to reiterate similar events. There is a 



and habits of the People. But this is, perhaps, a mere abstraction, on which 
I will not now theorize, tho’ perhaps I may hereafter say something, which 
may induce my successor to turn his attention to this subject, as one not 
unconnected with our diplomatic position here, and our important com- 
mercial relations at home. The insurgents at Rio Grande so far from being 
quelled are enterprizing, and partially victorious. They have made an 
incursion into the Province of St Catharines, have possessed themselves 
already of a considerable town, and threaten the subjugation of the whole 
Province. A new and formidable insurrection has taken place in the 
Province of Maranham, while that of Para adjoining, can hardly be said to 
be subdued. Rio de Janeiro, and almost all the other provinces continue to 
be peacable and loyal; but there are looks and expressions of alarm, and 
consternation, which I have never witnessed on any preceding similar 
occasions. 

The forces of the Empire are drawn to opposite quarters, there appears 
to be an impossibility of concentration. . . . 

With true and unaltered respect [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 97 Rio de Janeiro, August 2g, iSjg. 

Sir: . . . The constitutionalists with a real present attachment to 
Monarchy, and the future Monarch, constitute as I beleive the true majority 
of the brazilian Nation. 

As I have before, more than once intimated, such insurrections as were 
those of Para & Bahia and as is, that of Maranham, tho’ disgraceful and 
deplorable, are not formidable. The best of those engaged in them are in- 
stigated only by a spirit of rapacity, and urge on the ruffian herd of negroes, 
mulattoes, Indians, and half breeds who compose their forces — only for 
plunder. As to the blood of their victims, surprised in their habitations, or 
their own blood tracking their retreat to a spot of forest safety they are 
equally reckless. They have no system, no principle, no hope of the estab- 
lishment of a new or permanent Government. It is otherwise, on various 
grounds as I have frequently before said in regard to Rio Grande. I refer 
now only to one consideration. This is an exhausting concern to this Govern- 
ment. It is this concern which has overset what little of system there was 



mitted, in no small, portion, go to the feeding of their enemies, for they are in 
possession, of the whole of the back country, from which the principal 
supplies of an army must come. The money thus obtained does not 
return. . . . 

With great respect [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d’ Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 100 Confidential Rro de Janeiro, November 25, i8jp. 

Sir: . . . Having reference to the coming year 1840 it perhaps behoves 
us to study somewhat closely the composition of this ministry, and its chances 
of duration, as well as to review generally our diplomatic and commercial 
relations with Brazil. Is this ministry favorable to us — is it likely to last? 
As to the first question, so far as depends upon mere words, and warm and 
repeated words, it professes to be favorable. In all conversations with the 
present secretary of foreign affairs, our country has been ever mentioned with 
marked respect, and personally my family and myself have been addressed 
with a most courteous attention. But there is some reason for the belief 
that this ministry is too english to be just to us, or others, and that the favor 
& the courtesy are meant to obscure the vigilance that would detest, and 
silence the frankness that would expose, a favoritism at first unjust in itself, 
now obsolete as to its motives and objects, and altogether incompatible with 
our present condition as a nation, to say nothing of our distinguished char- 
acteristic progessiveness. As at present advised, my opinion is that we 
ought not to hurry any new connexion with this country; why should we 
yield a jot to english or even Portuguese pretension. My opinions are in- 
fluenced by no personal prejudice but are derived from what I beleive to be 
the genuine Brazilian sentiment which I have been solicitous to consult and 
which it is my duty sincerely to express. That sentiment is in our favor, 
against english french or even Portuguese effort or assumption. This 
Ministry has at least an apparent english tendency. Lopes Gama the secre- 
tary of foreign affairs — the near relation of the Regents wife, his intimate 
friend, his selected Senator, was and legally is the chief Justice of the english 
court here — he was selected by the english — he has been conversant in 
english concerns he has handled— (I do not mean to say corruptly) english 
money. His place on that bench by some mode of election or substitution 
which I do not comprehend is now held ad interim by Lisboa’s brother, the 
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Alves Branco like every other brazilian minister of finance courts the finan- 
cial favour of England, he has constantly either to apologize for not season- 
ably remitting the dividend on the foreign loan, or to implore a new advance 
from the London Banker. I ought however to observe that it is confidently 
said here, and by the english themselves, that the reason why Lopes Gama 
was desirous of a Senatorship and of another office, is his conviction, that 
the article of the Treaty establishing his english Judgeship will never be 
renewed. I observe that the expiration of the english treaty in 1842 has 
been adverted to in Parliament, and I incline to think that british pride and 
policy, will prompt the assertion of every favor distinction and perogative, 
they now possess here. Their most liberal minded statesmen seem to speak 
of Portugal and Brazil as tho. they were english colonies. It will be asked 
what harm ensues to us by these favoritisms to England — certainly in actual 
visible pecuniary loss not much. But why should we submit to usurpation, 
and acquiesce in the subversion of the great fundamental principles of na- 
tional law — equality and reciprocity. . . . The Agents of the claimants and 
especially M- Gardner and Wright have had most encouraging intimations 
from various quarters. ... I hope my course will be approved by the Presi- 
dent, and that he will preceive in it, combined with a concession to individual 
importunity, and a readiness to seize on every apparently favorable occasion 
for the advancement of the interest of our citizens, a steady regard to national 
dignity, and a faithful adherence to my instructions. I can only say that 
on this subject tho’ I am not sanguine I have a right to hope, and that I 
mean seasonably to use all the means which my experience may suggest to 
insure success. But to pursue the reply to my own queries. Altho this 
administration may be favorable in this last respect, it will not be so, for 
reasons already intimated as to the more important concern, a forbearance of 
concession to, and favoritism towards England, and the adoption of a fair 
frank scheme of national policy founded on a perfect national equality. For 
this very reason this Administration cannot last long, it will probably not 
survive July — Public and legislative opinion is against England; and un- 
fairly so, because all the just cases of discontent and dislike, are aggravated 
and inflamed by what are deemed the high handed measures against the 
slave trade. It cannot be concealed than [that?] an immense amount of 
brazilian capital and credit are engaged in this traffic, that it is countenanced 
by the indifference or favor of the people, has been connived at by the 
Government, and corruptly protected by the courts of Justice. The english 
captures have occasioned numerous bankruptcies and excited at once alarm 
and indignation. The clamor here is no treaty with England no more treaties 
with any nation of the old world — For it is singular that France is also 
altogether out of favor — There is even a club or association lately formed 
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The french population here male and female is much larger than that of any 
foreign nation, the Portuguese excepted. Most all the delicate and decora- 
tive employments those of milliners — dress makers — jewellers — dentists 
artificial hair workers, pastry cooks etc — etc are in the hands of the french — 
They are the arbiters of taste and fashion, and their opinions and their wares 
are recommended by their talents and politeness. Of course they engross 
custom and accumulate fortunes. This naturally excites the envy and 
jealousy of their indolent and less accomplished neighbours. But their 
cupidity and chagrin borrow the hues and tones of political philosophy, 
and claim to be ennobled by elevated notions of the rights of nations and 
mankind. They deprecate the conduct of France as that of a great armed 
power, oppressive of smaller states, and seeking their degradation or sub- 
jection, and appeal with rather fortunate aptness, to the instances of Mexico 
and Buenos Ayres, and the invasion and occupation of their own territor3^ 
at Ocapoe. You must take this for what it is worth. The main fact is true. 

There is one possible predicament for which we ought to be prepared. It 
may be the policy of Brazil to urge upon us a treaty by way of model, and for 
the purpose of announcing generally to foreign nations their principles; and 
their determination to abide by them. Our present Treaty is called some- 
times in sneer, sometimes in praise a treaty of maxims and definitions. It 
is too apparent to those powers who affect to think the new world was dis- 
covered only to be colonized by the old, that it includes the system of 
american Independence that it recognizes as a practical truth not as a mere 
theoretic abstraction, the equality of nations, that it seeks for and offers 
reciprocity, that it respects and enlarges the freedom of commerce, and that 
upon all the contested points of neutral and belligerent assertion it liberally 
but not recklessly inclines to the neutrals — the weak the defenceless and 
unarmed. Suppose we make a perfect Treaty in 1841 and England nego- 
tiates in 1842-3, would she not enforce with all her means other principles, 
and even if we had a positive stipulation that our principles were never to be 
counteracted in any after Treaty, with any other power — could we depend 
on the firmness and courage of this Government, and are we willing to hazard 
a collision with England, which would seem to be inevitable, if she were 
arrogant enough to attempt in an after Treaty the assertion of principles and 
the stipulation of provisions diametrically opposite to those we had previ- 
ously asserted and obtained. Is not some delay on our part preferable. 
Is it not best to treat cotemporaneously and amicably, previously sounding 
other powers. This is submitted with deference to a higher and more com- 
prehensively informed sagacity. I quit this subject. . . . 

... I say nothing of Buenos Ayres, except to transmit you a paper from 
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from the Monte Videan territory, and that the present aspect of affairs is fa- 
vorable to Fructosa [Fructuoso] Rivera. He is as you know aided by a f rench 
force composed principally of the Marines and a select number of the crews 
of their ships. Two french vessels of war, a destined reinforcement, are now 
in this harbor, and are expected to sail tomorrow. More ships and troops 
and a new Admiral are expected from France. The blockade tho ’ as vigorous 
as ever in its terms and as extensive in its range is but feebly sustained. But 
the habits of trade are broken up, and the poverty and distress of Buenos 
Ayres are stated to be cruel and extreme. Commodore Nicolson and all 
our ships are now at the River— England is making a serious and enlarged 
attempt at the settlement of the Malvin [Malvinas] (Falkland) Islands. 
The avowed object is to have a marine station midway between England 
and their growing Empire in Australia. . . . 

In the mean while I remain [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. loi Rio de Janeiro, December 2 g, i8jp. 

Sir: . : . The concerns with France are perplexing, and the french force 
now in this quarter of the globe, is formidable, say forty vessels of War of 
all sorts. There are those who say, that France has revived the old scheme 
of an antartic France — peaseably if she can — forceibly if she must. The re- 
port of the intention to offer the Prince de Joinville to the youngest Princess 
of Brazil, is adverted to in European Journals, and the return of the 
Baroness Rouen to Europe — may not be unconnected with this affair. The 
marriage is nothing to us, and perhaps a french south american monarchy 
need not alarm us, especially if it should be allied to France, only in the rela- 
tion of a friendly independent power, and not as a mere colony. Is it 
inexpedient to utter our anticolonial suggestion as well in France, as here, 
and.elswhere— The balance of power in Europe we perhaps have but little 
to do with but the balance of power of the new world is our especial con- 
cern. If France, at present perhaps guided by counsels, as ambitious and 
more sagacious than any country of Europe, should be placed in the com- 
mand of that Empire which can be made by the extension of her Guiana 
boundary upon Brazil, either as a colonial establishment, or as an allied 
monarch v — ^with tTip mmm^inrl nf -hViA 




from its wonderful natural resources — and its position on the Globe, to be, 
in reference to its commercial intercourse, one of immense interest and im- 
portance. It is so now. Not only our immediate, but our prophetic eye — 
ought to be directed towards it. I fear less from England whose star here is 
waning, than from France — catholic France — connected by family alliance. 

It is to be apprehended that the simplicity, not the purity, of our diplo- 
matic course may be in some degree affected by the strange condition of the 
world. In our own neighbourhood the Independence of Texas, the per- 
turbed state of Mexico and Canada, the rapid progress of Cuba towards 
wealth power and perhaps independence, present as I presume topics for 
your reflection. And in this connexion I ought not to omit the information 
that there is now in this port a well appointed russian Bark the Nicholas, 
about to sail with a Governor — troops settlers etc for the North West settle- 
ments. It is said here that France has sent to Texas two Spanish Bourbon 
Princes for their education. The suggestion here is they are to be ready for 
american Kings if circumstances favor. 

That there is in the diplomatic circles here talk more free and frequent, 
than heretofore, against all the Spanish american republics is certain. That 
France once had a monarchical scheme for Buenos Ayres is asserted by 
Rosas, and a kind offer of a like nature to Mexico after the restoration of the 
Bourbons, is I beleive admitted. The ultra monarchical party here predict 
with plainess and pleasure, the repeal of the additional law — that is overthrow 
of the federative system of the Provinces, when the Emperor shall be of age. 
This party deprecates the idea of their Monarch, being but the nominal head of 
eighteen stormy Republics, and a return to the old system of captaincies or 
one modeled on the municipal prefecture institutions of France is openly 
desired and avowed. But in regard to the designs of France I ought not to 
omit to inform you that there are those here who contend that the great 
force now collected at Buenos Ayres, is only for the purpose of facilitating a 
settlement upon fair and moderate terms— That the new Admiral Duportet 
remarkable for the mildness of his temper and manners, is invested with a 
plenipotentiary diplomatic character, that France is weary of the blockade, 
and will go so far as to disavow the acts of Admiral Le Blanc. If so, she must 
likewise disavow her alliance with Fructus [Fructuoso] Riveira [Rivera], the 
revolution she has effected at Montevideo, and the civil war she has stirred 
up in the remote Argentine provinces. A suppression of the blockade is 
very confidently suggested in the french circles, and has considerably in- 
fluenced mercantile opinion. Adventures are on foot, funds and Ships 


the blockade has accumulated. A few days must determine this matter. 
I transmit N° i a document from Admiral Le Blanc which will throw some 
light upon some of my remarks.^ . . . 

With high respect and regard [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States ChargS d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ® 

[extract] 

No. 103 Rio de Janeiro, January 30, 1S40. 

Sir: ... I presume that by this opportunity you will receive if you have 
not before an account of the great victory obtained by the troops of Monte 
Video over those of Rosas. The account is given in the Journals now trans- 
mitted. Admiral Le Blanc is here on his way for France — The prediction 
is that Rosas will be overthrown : the Blockade raised and commerce restored 
to its wonted freedom. I think there are yet many difficulties to be over- 
come. If however the pacification of that part of the world is at hand — it 
may not be inexpedient in us to attend to our commercial interests there — 
which are of considerable and increasing importance, and amid the pressure 
of other claimants to secure for ourselves an equal and favorable position. 
From all I hear our propositions would be listened to with good will both by 
Monte Video and Buenos Ayres — altho’ they are and perhaps ever will be 
hostile to each other. Our fair and moderate course would win its way the 

1 The document, referred to, follows: 

Proclamation by Admiral Le Blanc, Commander-in- Chief of the French forces 
off the coast of Brazil 

Montevideo, November 10, rbfp. 

We, Rear Admiral, commander in chief of the French naval forces stationed off 
Brazil and in the Southern seas. 

Whereas a revolution has broken out throughout the South of the Province of 
Buenos Ayres against Governor Rosas. 

Whereas the chiefs of this revolution have voluntarily addressed us to acquaint us of 
the fact that they rejected the policy of General Rosas relative to France, and con- 
sidered themselves at peace with her. 

Wishing to give to the Citizens of the Argentine Republic a proof of the friendly dis- 
position which has not ceased to animate France toward their country, and to the com- 
merce of all the nations a new proof of the desire we have always had to lessen as much 
as possible the inconveniences resulting to it from the Blockade of the Argentine littoral. 

Declare the Ports of Salado, Bahia Blanca, and Carmen or Patagones, situated on the 
Shores and coasts of the Argentine Republic, which extend from the Bay of S, Barrom- 
bon to the Rio Negro de Patagones— temporarily open to the Flags of all Nations, re- 
serving to ourselves the right to restore the Blockade should circumstances become of a 
nature to require it. 


english. We should treat as an american with americans, with Monte 
Video repenting of its french alliance, and with Buenos Ayres under whatever 
Government it might be, smarting under its wounds and brooding over 
suppressed resentments. I cannot but think that our intervention at such a 
crisis would be useful to these countries and advantageous to our own. It is 
only because, that we have no diplomatic agent in either (so far as I know^ 
that I venture on these remarks. My means of information, in regard to 

both countries are various and I believe correct 

With renewed assurances [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 105 Rio de Janeiro, February 27, 1840. 

Sir; . . . The present Portuguese minister Snr Figaniere on account of a 
change of measures and men at home is about to be removed. This is a 
circumstance I regret — as he was friendly to our country, and personally 
sociable and accessible. But the Portuguese are jealous of him — I think 
unjustly, as inclining too much towards England. The gentleman who is 
mentioned as likely to succeed him is, a Snr Bayard, represented as eminent 
in literary and juridical acquirements, and who combines in his favor the 
fervid admiration of his own party, and the respect and good will of its 
political opponents. All parties seem now to be preparing for the Treaty 
making times of 1841. 2 & 3. The Lisbon journalists avow that the object 
in the appointment of Snr Bayard, is the formation of a Treaty favorable to 
Portugal as to its productions. . . . 

. . . The politics of this country and Portugal, are, and will be further 
mixed up with the question of the Slave trade; to such a degree even, as 
materially to influence diplomatic efforts and treaty stipulations. The 
philanthrophy and popularity of the british Ministry, the resentments of 
Portuguese and brazilian Slave traders, are obviously to be elements, that 
will enter into future negociation. Our course on this subject of the Slave 
trade has been so uniform so sincere, so reserved and dignified, that it is not 
to be anticipated that any pressure of circumstances, can involve us in this 
passionate contest ; except perhaps so far as Portuguese intercession operating 
upon brazilian sympathy, may induce this country to concede favors to 
Portugal, injurious to the freedom of trade and national equality. 

Intending to address you again speedily by M"" Slacum I remain [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. io6 Rio de Janeiro, April 2p, 1840. 

Sir : . . . The withdrawal of the french troops from Oyapock, and the relin- 
quishment of the intention of further military occupation of the desputed 
territory is an event, hailed here, as one uncommonly favorable, and has had 
the effect of retarding the fall of the ministry, and mitigating the acrimony 
of the factions that make up the opposition. If France has fully withdrawn 
her pretentions, whatever may be the motive, it affords matter of congratu- 
lation, not only to this nation but to others. The commerce of this immense 
and abundant country, which in spite of its faults of institution or adminis- 
tration is constantly increasing, and especially with the United States, will 
be undisturbed, and what is of more moment the peril of dismemberment by 
France or the worse necessity of soliciting or submitting to foreign protec- 
tion will be avoided. 

The disturbances at St Catharines connected with the extensive and pro- 
tracted insurrection of Rio Grande has been entirely allayed, and the 
aspect of affairs at Rio Grande itself is deemed by military men as aus- 
picious. , . . 

... I think I am not mistaken in the views I have heretofore presented of 
the intentions of this Government. It will not — it cannot renew in the full- 
ness of its provisions and partialities the british treaty. It will form no 
other upon that basis. Portugal from the influence of slave traders, from a 
sympathy with her as harshly treated by England, a sympathy which the 
book of the Marquis Bandeira on the slave trade proceedings has justified 
and augmented, stands now a better chance than formerly, but still I cannot 
beleive that any system of favoritism will be pursued, and it certainly cannot 
be without the grossest inconsistency with the language of any eminent 
politician of this country. The english are awake upon this subject, and 
alarmed by what they now beleive to be the settled determination of this 
Government. It has lead to the absurdity of its being contended that their 
treaty does not expire until 1844. Snr Bayard the expected new Minister 
from Portugal has not yet arrived. I shall endeavour to ascertain his course, 
and if injurious to us conteract it. . . . 

Intending to address you again by M' Slacum I remain fete.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. Ill Rio de Janeiro, July 31, 1840. 

Sir: I did not anticipate the singular and rapid result of what I called in 
my despatch no June 28*.“® “the rather critical state of affairs in this 
country.” But events certainly of high interest and in popular estimation, 
events pregnant with benefits and blessings, have taken place here, with an 
unexampled rapidity of movement, and completeness of developement. A 
bloodless revolution has been effected. The Emperor Don Pedro the 2^ 
who will be fifteen years of age on the 2“^ day of December next, is declared 
to be of full age, has been called to the exercise of all the functions of his high 
office, and is now in complete possession of his Imperial Throne — By con- 
sequence the Regency has terminated. The old Ministry is dismissed and a 
new one appointed. . . . 

Intending to address you again by the next opportunity, I in the mean 
while remain [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ® 

No, 1 18 Rio de Janeiro, November 26, 1840. 

Sir: As it may be of great importance to the Goverment to have the 
earliest authentic intelligence of the cessation of hostilities between France 
& Buenos Ayres, and the raising of the Blockade etc, I transmit the enclosed 
British Packet of the and remain [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States ChargS d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 123 Rio de Jane^o, April 21, i84i. 

Sir: There has lately, occurred that, which in this country is so frequent, 
viz an almost total change of Ministry, that I take no credit in having pre- 
dicted it. But it is presumed not to be in this instance unfavorable to the 
United States. Aureliano the Minister of foreign affairs, who has effected 

1 vnl. T2. 2 Mnf included in this Dublication. 



cause 01 mis cnange is, me in success ui cne cjuvemiueuL m uieu ciLLcmpts, 
either of warfare, or amnesty, to subdue, or conciliate the insurgents of Rio 
Grande. In truth that insurrection has taken in a degree a regular and as 
it were a legitimate form. To the offer of amnesty — instead of penitence 
and submission as offenders, the chiefs not only demurred upon the terms of 
surrender, but assumed the character, and affected the dignity of the magis- 
trates and generals of an independent foreign nation. They stipulated not 
so much for pardon, as for indemnities honors and offices. I never could 
understand what were the grievances of this Province, orther than the 
offended pride and disappointed aspirations, of a few of its opulent and influ- 
ential proprietors. . . . 

In the hope of soon being in possession of this intelligence I remain [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Charge d' Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, to Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 134 Rio de Janeiro, October 26, i84i. 

Sir; . . . The affairs of this country are assuming an aspect which calls 
for the attention of all commercial countries and especially our own. The 
former reckless liberality towards England, which Brazil severely repents, 
renders fashonable and popular, the opinion, that no Treaties with any 
Nation are necessary or advantageous. The suggestion once intimated to 
me by this Government, that we should proceed to negociate a model treaty 
has not been lately renewed — The suggestion itself never assumed a definite 
official form, and might be meant as merely complimentary to my Govern- 
ment, or as experimental to elicit frome me a wish or an opinion. . . . Our 
object is to prevent monopoly, — its substitutes or disguises, to resist extraor- 
dinary favors to other nations, and to prevent so far as seasonable and 
justifiable negociation can the adoption of wild sudden indiscriminate and 
excessive system of imposts discouraging to our Merchants and in truth 
destructive to all regular commerce— You will find in the sequel that on this 
last point I have indirectly attempted something and with some at least 
temporary effect. . . . 

Our dates from home are only to 22^ August. Waiting impatiently for the 
intelligence of the close of Congress and its doings I remain [etc,]. 
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William Hunter, United States Minister to Brazil, to Daniel Webster, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

3 Rio de Janeiro, January 14, 1842. 

Sir: My letter of credence as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary was presented to the Emperor on the first day of this month. 

My reception was in every respect courteous, and it was obvious that 
Ministers meant to make as much of this affair as they could. 

The present state of their external relations is by no means agreeable. 
Their dislike towards England is manifest. It arises from permanent causes 
which I have heretofore explained, but is at this moment inflamed, not only 
by new insults by irregular captures of slave vessels, but by a new sharp and 
unexpected quarrel as to boundaries, to say nothing of the disdainful rejection 
of the loan which this Government has been long soliciting in London. 
Portugal is pressing pertinaciously for the payment of an ascertained money 
balance, the result of a settlement of past transactions made by Commis- 
sioners. France is sullen, and perhaps evasive, on the question of the Guiana 
boundary. She resists too, as I have already explained in my N- 135,® the 
attempt to subject the orphan children of their native subjects to the juris- 
diction of this country. 

This country is troubled, too, by somewhat inconsistent transactions, if 
not engagements, which have passed between her and her neighbours 
Buenos Ayres and Monte Video; both, as you know, at war with each other. 

In this state of things it was peculiarly grateful to be noticed in a friendly 
and complimentary way by the United States. And to have that notice 
impressed by the attendance of such a ship as the Delaware and our other 
ships, exhibiting a larger naval force than any other country had at any time 
exhibited here, was hailed as a happy coincidence, and even as an auspicious 
omen. . . . 

We are now almost constantly occupied with visits of high people. Em- 
peror &c. to our ships. This of all modes of ceremonising is the most time- 
engrossing, and is my apology for rather abruptly closing this despatch — 
with the renewed assurance [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Minister to Brazil, to Daniel Webster, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 6 Rio de Janeiro, May 25, 1842. 

Sir: . . . Portugal stands in a position which our own somewhat analogous 
history enables us to comprehend. The metropolitan country wishes 
still to find Brazil a colony, and Brazilians suspected that the resident 
Portuguese favoured, as perhaps they unconsciously did, such a feeling. 
But the Brazilian jealousy is extreme, and the Portuguese feeling dared 
hardly manifest itself by an overt act — This state of things, however, has 
in a great degree passed away. Portugal, some few years ago (1837) suc- 
ceeded in negotiating a treaty with Brazil on the plan of favouring by 
diminished duties their mutual importations. I explained this early to our 
Government, and was at the time so apprehensive that it might affect our 
interests — principally in regard to the exportation of our rice to Portugal, 
that I felt justified in discreetly contributing my small efforts to prevent the 
acceptance of the treaty by the Chambers. I explained confidentially to 
Feijo, the then regent, that this scheme would be an obstacle to their great 
object — viz. unobstructed legislation as to tariff — and a contradiction to 
their asserted theory of impartiality towards all nations. The treaty was 
rejected, and Portugal is now as is every other nation, (with the doubtful 
exception of Great Britain, which claims, as you know, the prolongation of 
her treaty until 1844) unconnected with Brazil by any treaty stipulation 
whatever. . . . But to Brazil Great Britain is the engrossing object of care, 
hope, and apprehension. With Great Britain Brazil is connected as an 
ally at once submissive and querulous, as a quasi colony rather than as an 
equal power. England is here, as it were, at home. . . . But England, even 
independent of the slave trade question, has been too selfish, and her undis- 
guised arrogance has engendered popular aversion and even vindictiveness, 
the more embittered from being hitherto powerless. The renewal or the 
refusal of the treaty may occasion the explosion of suppressed resentments, 
and it will be the part of wisdom in ministers here not to be betrayed by 
popular indignation into a false if not a desperate condition. Great Britain 
has in store large diplomatic resources of legitimate argument, to say nothing 
of her means of naval annoyance which she has on former occasions un- 
scrupulously threatened and even employed. As — in the first place — I have 
taken some pains heretofore to demonstrate, Brazil is in the wrong as to the 
true time of the expiration of the existing treaty. Secondly, it has violated 
that treaty, so that the true intended exemption of duty beyond fifteen per 
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and as make-weights, will surrender her ancient right of a special court, and 
even any restrictive amount of duties, depending upon the good sense of the 
country that the imposition will not be so large as to defeat its only object, 
revenge, and upon the interest of other powers conjointly to impress the 
obvious truth that excessive duties may occasion diminished income. “In 
political arithmetic two and two do not always make four.” 

It is too visible, however, that the proximate cause, the impelling irritation 
that disgusts Brazil with Great Britain, is her conduct in regard to the slave 
trade and slavery. This country could hardly be presumed to enter volun- 
tarily into the scheme of philanthropy which aims at the entire suppression 
of this trade, and the diffusion of those broad arguments which include the 
consequence of the illegality of slavery and its abolition ; but this scheme has 
been forced upon them, and in a way that gives the appearance at least of a 
foreign government overruling the most domestic concerns, and interfering 
rather ostentatiously with matters purely local or municipal. . . . The 
scheme of self-interest attributed to Great Britain is her design of monopoliz- 
ing or controuling the markets of colonial produce, and making the free 
labour of her own colonies in the East and West Indies the sole suppliers of 
these articles, to the destruction of Brazil, of Cuba, and the slave states of 
the United States. . . . 

Pursuing the train of Brazilian thought, even the hypocrisy or politic com- 
pliance of English ministers. Whig or Tory, makes the matter worse. There 
is a sectarian or, if you will, a universal religious fanaticism which, by its 
very nature, brooks no denial and baffles all resistance; which by system 
imposes a new moral code on foreign nations, interferes with concerns in 
every sense interior, and shakes the basis of three quarters of all the property 
of the country, and this by using servile insurrection, if not as the direct 
means, yet keeping up the constant alarm of this tremendous calamity by 
adverting to and predicting it. All these thoughts and discussions have 
long been familiar and habitual in this country, and have been excited not 
only by the daily occurrences connected with the suppression of the slave 
trade, but by the open assertions and enthusiastic declarations of the diplo- 
matic agents of Great Britain. Ouseley the late British Charge d’ Af- 
faires, who in private life is one of the most amiable of men, on the subject of 
the slave trade and the abolition of slavery, was conspicuously excessive and 
extravagant. In a conference with Senhor Aureliano, the Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs, when the topic of conversation was the probability of a war 
with our own country and its chances and issues, he vehemently declared 
that in the event of such a war, the whole of our slave country would be in- 
vaded by free black troops, and the abolition of slavery be proclaimed and 
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must attend such a mode of warfare, and rebuked for uttering in this country 
language of such dangerous import, M- O. abated not in the least his zeal, 
or in any way retracted or qualified his assertions. I give this as authentic. 
I had it from S- Aureliano himself without any injunction of secresy, and I 
think it my duty to communicate it. 

I must apologize for dwelling so long upon the subject of the slave trade 
&c. It renders this despatch disproportionate and unseemly, and appears to 
be deviating from my purpose ; but the truth is that these have been for the 
last four or five months the engrossing topics of conversation, and a true 
statement of the political opinions and feelings of this country could not be 
given without dwelling as I have done upon these matters. Intending in a 
few days to address you on other topics, and especially in regard to our pend- 
ing claims against this Government, I remain, Sir [etc.]. 
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William Hunter ^ United States Minister to Brazil, to Daniel Webster, Secretary 
of State of the United States * 

[extracts] 

No. 12 Rio de Janeiro, November 8, 1842. 

Sir: The only reason why despatches from this legation have not been 
forwarded with the usual frequency is, that the great object of your instruc- 
tions and my efforts, the settlement of the Buenos Ayrean prize cases, was so 
situated that any information in regard to them would have been unimpor- 
tant, because it could not be certain or definitive. I am happy in being able 
now to inform you, that the long desired settlement and satisfaction of these 
claims are apparently about to be obtained. This result has been arrived at 
more by frequent conferences with the Secretary of foreign Affairs, than by a 
series of argumentative notes. . . . 

I understood him as adverting to the present state of public feeling here — 
undoubtedly adverse, perhaps unjustly so, to Great Britain. If therefore in 
the correspondence now submitted, you find some allusions on my part not 
strictly connected with the main matter, and which good taste and legitimate 
logic would have excluded, you must pardon them on my confidential as- 
surance, that I deemed them, under circumstances, useful and expedient. 
It is necessary to raise up in this and every other American country an Amer- 
ican feeling, and to announce an American policy, of which, without arro- 
gance, we may and ought to be considered, in a fair degree, as the standard 
and champion. This has been mv effort here in all mv conferences, addresses 


feeling — viz. a reference to us as the assertors of national rights and honor, 
as the favorers of a resistance to the European claim of treating the states 
of America as if still colonial, and as the opposers of the exaction of prefer- 
ences and the imposition of restrictions without equivalents or reciprocity. 
Brazilians have a fondness for the thought, that the policy of Britain aims 
equally at the destruction of our slave-holding proprietors and their own. 
They imagine a common cause, and rejoice in an informal alliance which 
obliges us to fight the battle, while they are equally entitled to the fruits of 
victory. . . . 

The question of tariff, mixed up as it is with the question of slavery in the 
British Parliament — this grotesque junction of profit and philanthropy — 
amuses while it irritates the Brazilians. They cannot understand what Sir 
Robert Peel calls the lure to be held out to Brazil, to be any thing less than 
the abolition of slavery to be compensated by a partial relaxation of duties. 
That is what they deem to be ruin, . . . 

I remain [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Minister to Brazil, to Daniel Webster, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 13 Rio de Janeiro, December g, 1842. 

Sir: . . . Neither France nor England are yet entirely exorcised from the 
fantasy that America is but an experimental, and, for them, colonial or 
quasi colonial territory. Our policy is, or, I think, ought to be, in an entirely 
adverse direction. It ought to be a paramount and permanent policy work- 
ing by a steady rule, for the gradual relaxation and ultimate destruction of 
the colonial system of Europe, so far, at any rate, as regards our neighbour- 
hood, and all America is our neighbourhood. The idea of the balance of 
power in Europe only, ought now to be obsolete. The true system is the 
balance of power of the world, and this not a military but a commercial 
balance. In supporting this policy we shall get but poor help from any of the 
Spanish republics. If it could depend on the personal ability, good will and 
perfect coincidence of my colleague. General Guido, a great deal might be 
done. But he represents a gloomy and atrocious jacobin despotism. He is 
here — a good and great man — only to save himself and family (as I believe) 
from the jealousy and murderous violence of the monster Rosas. Sarratea 
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in France, and Alvear in the United States, for the same reason, are real but 

honourable exiles. ... r -j r r 4.* ; ^ 

I have some other matters to write upon, but I am afraid of fatiguing 

you — and with unfeigned sentiments of high regard and respect, [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Minister to Brazil, to Daniel Webster, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 16 Rio de Janeiro, January 31, 1843. 

Sir: Contrary to the calculations of some of the political speculators of 
this place, the legislative chambers assembled at the appointed time in De- 
cember. The preparatory process of forming the Chamber of Representa- 
tives, verifying the elections etc. was completed on the last day of the month, 
and the new year was ushered in by the junction of two galas — the opening 
of the Chambers by the Emperor in person, and his reception afterwards at 
the Palace of the throng — diplomatic, ministerial, legislative, clerical, mili- 
tary etc. — who came to tender the usual congratulations of the season. The 
speech from the throne was somewhat elevated above the ordinary flatness 
of such compositions, by allusions to the intended marriage, to the two tran- 
sient and subdued rebellions of S* Paul’s and the Mines, and the long con- 
tinued, and, it is feared, unconquerable one of Rio Grande. This last topic 
was introduced with some adroitness. The speech says “a certain portion 
of Rio Grande do Sul has now for more than a year enjoyed the blessings of 
peace, and I cherish the hope that these blessings will soon be extended to 
the whole province.” . . . The speech afforded matter for serious contro- 
versy. . . . 

It was said that in regard to the exterior relations of the country, the 
speech was deceptive. It represented those relations as steady and peaceful, 
whereas they were in several instances quite the contrary, i*.* In regard to 
Montevideo, with which there existed, or ought to exist, serious difficulties, 
inasmuch as it is well known the rebellion of Rio Grande was fed from that 
quarter that not only supplies of arms, ammunition and provisions were 
furnished the rebels, but the pretended Republic of Piratanim has been at 
least virtually recognized, and its chief or President negotiated with, and his 
political and official character acknowledged— and, furthermore, that a 


preservation of peace at all events — coule gui coute — compromiting the hon- 
our and dignity of the Empire etc. As to England — was it the intention to 
make a new treaty with that power, and legalize and render permanent her 
maritime police of the coasts, the harbours, the bays etc. After having 
once yielded to British negotiators with a fleet in line of battle and with 
matches lighted, were we now to yield to an Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Special, attended by what old Frederic, King of Prussia, called his “yellow 
hussars” — i.e. guineas. . . . 

I foresee the necessity, long and, I am apprehensive, tedious, as this 
despatch is, of soon addressing you again, and in the interim I remain [etc.]. 
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William Hunter, United States Minister to Brazil, to Daniel Webster, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. i 8 Rio de Janeiro, March 31, 1843. 

Sir: ... It renewedly impresses me that the colonial policy of Europe 
can and ought to be shaken by the strong right and equity of the Brazilian 
claim. This immense country, destined to be perhaps forever an agricultural 
one, cannot consent to be restricted as it hitherto has been in its financial 
legislation, and at the same time be prohibited from the sale of its own pro- 
ductions in those countries from which it imports annually to the amount of 
six or more millions sterling. And yet it would be a perilous attempt for any 
Minister, French or English, having reference to Parliamentary manage- 
ment, to vested rights, or, if you please, to class interests, to break down, 
or even to impair, the colonial monopoly. In some of its aspects this is a new 
question, and I have thought fit to bring it up this second or third time to 
your attention, not because you had not long ago pondered it, but because 
it has assumed an activity and urgency which will have some effect on like 
questions in most countries, certainly in ours. The colonial policy of 
England, the necessary consequence of the navigation policy of Cromwell, 
was extended to its utmost pitch when the genius and patriotism of Canning 
favoured the emancipation of the colonies of Spain and Portugal, for the 
purpose of making these the quasi colonies of Great Britain without the 
expense of their maintenance as such, and without the communication of 
those benefits which, as ancient colonies connected with their mother coun- 
try, they were entitled to and had ever enjoyed. You have such information 
from sources the best and most various, that I only suggest as confirmatory 


suming a language here and elsewhere that has a tendency of this sort — 
“favour us — we can and do admit all your productions freely for sale and 
consumption — ^therefore favour us. Let us import at diminished duties, and 
in your scheme of taxation press on those who are comparatively unkind, 
selfish and arrogant towards you, or, in other words, who will not, or cannot, 
relax their inveterate system of colonial monopoly.” This language, I 
understand, has been used boldly by the Sardinian Minister, and with some 
skill, adroitness and reserve by the Belgian. If this Government had been 
encouraged to yield to these suggestions, it would, as I think, have embar- 
rassed itself, and subjected itself to all those mistakes inherent in a system of 
preferences, and inevitably brought about a scene of diplomatic contest and 
intrigue far from being agreeable or dignified. It would have been an auction 
of Brazilian favours, where the articles would have been worthless and the 
competition excessive. . . . 

With sentiments of the highest respect and regard [etc.] 
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William Hunter, United States Minister to Brazil, to John Tyler, President of 

the United States ' 

Rio de Janeiro, May 13, 1H43, 

My dear Sir; The temporary absence of the Secretary of this legation who 
has been obliged to retreat into the country for a few days on account of in- 
disposition makes it, inconvenient for me to transmit a public despatch to 
the Secretary of State. But I cannot suffer Cap‘ Wilson an intelligent and 
high-minded officer of our navy to depart for home, without requesting for 
him an opportunity to answer any interrogatories in regard to this and the 
adjoining countries you may think fit to address to him. Cap* Wilson has 
been here and at Monte Video and Buenos Ayres for a long time and during 
periods of uncommon interest and excitement. He has improved his oppor- 
tunities of information, and his opinions may be received as correct and 
enlightened. I have promised the Secretary — tho it is somewhat out of 
my sphere I would give him some views as to the present condition and 
prospects of Monte Video Buenos Ayres and Paraguay. There have been 
movements on the part of England and soon will be on the part of France 
as to the last of these countries, which challenge our attention, and which 
perhaps render proper some proceedings on our part. The death of the 
Dictator Francia, has opened or will open Paraguay to the influences of com- 
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attention to the extension and security of our commercial relations with that 
country will justify your efforts in opening this untrodden path to mercantile 
enterprize and skill. I have had a hint from the Agent of Paraguay now at 
Buenos Ayres that propositions on our part would be at least as favorably 
entertained as those from any other Nation. As our position with this 
country is as favorable as we can desire — I feel myself in good standing with 
the Emperor the Court the Ministers and the People. I am still in hopes 
that I shall be able to announce to you the allowance and adjustment of all 
our claims in time for your message to the next Congress. But this country 
is at once poor and extravagant, tedious and dilatory in its official forms, 
cautious in promise and slow — very slow — in performance. Wishing you 
most sincerely honor and success in your arduous career I remain [etc.]. 


561 

Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to John C. Calhoun, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Rio de Janeiro, August 14, 1844. 

Sir: . . . Time has not afforded me the opportunity as yet to obtain any 
insight into affairs here. But M • Proffit, who I must say has shown me every 
attention and seems to leave here with a large portion of esteem, is returning 
home immediately, and he can give you a much clearer view of matters than I 
can pretend to have acquired in so short a time. He tells me that there has been 
some anxiety for a short time past respecting a probability of war between 
this country and Buenos Ayres. It arose from rumors, and newspaper para- 
graphs and from the supposed objects of a visit to Rio by Gen.^ Paz, late Mili- 
tary commander in Monte Video, and from certain indications of Genf 
Guido, the Buenos Ayrean Minister here, all which M^ Proffit will best explain 
in person. The Mediation of England, France and Brazil is, perhaps, sought 
to end hostilities between Buenos Ayres and Monte Video; and it is surmised 
by some that the attempt will be made to reannex the latter country to 
Brazil. Nothing, however, is yet clearly developed, and when the true state 
of the case is known to me the Department shall be duly advised. . . . 

With the assurance of my highest regard [etc.]. 
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Henry A.Wise, United States MinisterJoBrazih to Ernesto F. Franca, Mmiskr 
nenry^. Foreign Affmrs of Brazil ’ 

Rio de Janeiro, September 24, 


The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America, in conformity with the request of your h.x- 
cellency to have communicated to you in writing certain verbal explancilions 
which he had the honor to make to you in person, now presents as suennet a 
summary of them as the nature of the subject will admit of, and as full as 

their importance requires. , , , , 

The Undersigned informed Your Excellency that he was instructed by the 
President of the United States to say to this Imperial Majesty’s Cloyernment, 
that the mission to which he is appointed is regarded as the most impoitant 
of any in this hemisphere — That Brazil is ranked by the Govcinment of the 
United States among the most wealthy, the greatest and most (irmly estab- 
lished of all the American powers. That between her and the United States 
there is a strict identity of interests on almost all subjects, without conflict 
or competition on scarcely one. That, thus fortunately situated in rcfcriMK'O 
to each other, there should ever be peace and the kindest feelings and relations 
betv'een them. That to preserve the existing peace, and to cherish and 
strengthen these present kind feelings and relations, will be the first of the 
duties of the Undersigned. That, consequently, out of regard to the im- 
portance of this mission, to the rank and power and permanency of the Bra- 
zilian Empire, to the identity of its interests with ours, and to the perf(‘ct 
peace ever to be cherished between it and the United StatCwS, and to give the 
strongest expression of the highest respect for its good opinion and good un- 
derstanding; the Undersigned was furnished with a copy of the 'Treaty nego- 
tiated with Texas and the President’s Message transmitting it to the Senate 
for its approval, with the accompanying documents; and he was instruch'.d to 
embrace some early and suitable occasion to explain to the Brazilian ( iovern- 
ment the motives which led to the adoption of the measure at this time. He 
was instructed particularly to make it understand that this treaty originated 
in no feelings of disrespect or hostility to Mexico, and hence he was neces- 
sarily instructed to explain fully the President’s convictions as to the views 
and policy of Great Britain in reference to Texas, especially as they relate 
to the subject of abolishing slavery there, and to point out the danger to 
which they would expose the United States, and the necessity it imposed on 
them to adopt the measure of the Treaty with Texas, as the only one which 
could effectuallv p-nard acrainef it "HT O IITn c' IT. * 


established governments, and employed in developing their great resources, 
and advancing in wealth, population, power and civilization, free from all 
interference from any quarter in the regulation and management of their domestic 
concerns. That it is the established policy of the United States not to inter- 
fere with the internal relations of any other country, and not to permit any 
other to interfere with theirs. That Brazil has the deepest interest in estab- 
lishing the same policy, especially in reference to the important relation 
between the European and African races as it exists with her and in the 
southern portion of our Union, That under no other can the two races live 
together in peace and prosperity in either country. That the avowed policy 
of Great Britain is to destroy that relation in both countries and throughout 
the world. That, if it should be consummated, it would destroy the peace 
and prosperity of both, and transfer the production of tobacco, rice, cotton, 
sugar, and coffee from the United States and Brazil, to her possessions beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope. That to destroy it in either would facilitate its 
destruction in the other. Hence our mutual interest in resisting her inter- 
ference with the relation in either country, and hence also the importance 
of each country firmly opposing any attempt on the part of Great Britain to 
disturb the existing relations between the two races within their respective 
limits, and of each discountenancing any such attempts in that of the other. 
And the Undersigned was instructed to avail himself of the occasion to ex- 
press the satisfaction felt by the Government of the United States at the 
firm resistance made by the Brazilian Government against the attempt of 
Great Britain in the late negotiation, to make the abolition of slavery in 
Brazil a condition on which her sugar should be admitted on an equality in 
the British market with that produced in the Colonies of Great Britain. 

The Undersigned having, in the conversation referred to, faithfully de- 
tailed the foregoing instructions with which he was charged by his Govern- 
ment to this; in the discharge of his duty to explain the motives of his Gov- 
ernment in the adoption of the measure of the Treaty with Texas at this time, 
and to explain fully its convictions of the views and policy of Great Britain 
in reference to Texas, especially as they relate to the subject of abolishing 
slavery there, and to point out the danger to which they would expose the 
United States and the necessity it imposed on them to adopt this measure as 
the only one which could effectually guard against it, proceeded to assure 
Your Excellency that nothing was further from the motives or true interests 
and policy of the United States than the design imputed in certain quarters, 
to acquire either by force or fraud, or by encroachment or conquest, more of 
the territory or political jurisdiction of the North American Continent than 
they already possess. He added that, although conscious that the free 
federal institutions of the United States are inherently competent and 
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adapted in their very nature to embrace a continent, or as many even of the 
people of the whole world as may choose to adopt them; although experience 
has fully proved that the Union of our States, instead of being weakened, has 
rather been consolidated by the extension of its boundaries and by the in- 
crease of its population, and by the multiplied variety of its local interests; 
although our country, notwithstanding the unparalleled rapidity and extent 
of its settlements, and its vast enlargement, is actually in a more compact 
state either for moral or physical action, owing to the wonderful agency of 
steam power and other causes, than it was when its inhabitants were com- 
pressed in the limits of its Atlantic seaboard and did not exceed the one 
fourth of its present number of 17 millions; and, although the United States, 
if they were actuated by a spirit of conquest, might probably succeed in any 
attempt at territorial aggrandizement in North America which ambition 
even might prompt — yet they are not ambitious to add to their territory or 
to extend their dominion. They have millions of acres of yet unsettled 
lands, capable of the productions of every soil and climate, and which will 
not be thickly populated for centuries. They have room and space enough 
already in their present limits to perform all their moral obligations to 
minister to the peace and happiness of mankind ; and the great end of their 
policy for the past and present has been and is, rather than to acquire more 
domain, to improve and defend the heritage already allotted to them in the 
earth by a Gracious Providence, whose divine law of Christian morality they 
never have violated and never will, by acts either of rapacity or fraud against 
any nation neighbouring or remote. Among other cardinal principles which 
they have adopted for their defence is first — one which was adopted in their 
early history, not to form entangling alliances or to meddle with the internal 
affairs of any nation, and not to permit any foreign interference with their 
own. Secondly, one which their experience soon taught them was next In 
importance, to encourage their sister nations of North & South America in 
the achievement and maintenance of independent governments adapted to 
the genius of their own people; and, thirdly, in self-defence, to oppose all 
attempts to subject such of these governments as had obtained or were 
struggling for independence, to the dominant influence and supremacy of 
European powers. Governed by these precepts of self preservation, the 
United States on the first occasions after their own establishment in the 
family of nations, failed not to recognize the de facto sovereignties of the 
several states of Mexico, and of Central and South America, as soon as their 
respective revolutions afforded reasonable guarantees of permanent success. 


established the form of a confederated republican Government; whilst 
unrecognized by Spain, performed all the functions of a Government de jure 
as well as a Government de facto; formed treaties and corresponded with the 
United States concerning the cession of a portion of her then territory com- 
prised within the very limits of the same state of Texas, without undergoing 
any other probation of sovereignty than Texas has undergone, and she cannot 
now point to the event, or change, or period which made herself independent, 
if Texas too is not now by analogy to be considered independent. Successful 
revolution gave her independence in fact, and time and established institu- 
tions, and general recognition, gave her independence of right. Successful 
revolution, and time, and general recognition, and established institutions, 
have given also the rights de facto and de jure to her once province of Texas. 
The questions, how the revolution of Texas was brought about, and how it 
came to succeed so well, would be foreign to this explanation, because they 
were internal affairs of Mexico and Texas with which the United States, upon 
their own principles, had no right to meddle, but for the fact that the imputa- 
tion is cast upon the United States of exciting and aiding the revolution by 
her own citizens. This charge is peremptorily denied, and Mexico’s own 
history fully proves its error. By her own laws, passed at successive periods, 
she entered upon a systematic policy of colonization in Texas, and invited 
citizens from the United States to settle that province. It was separated 
from her by a broad extent of desert lands, difficult of passage by her own 
emigrants; it was far distant from her own populous parts; it was infested 
by hordes of the most warlike and hostile Indians; and her own people had 
not the arts of husbandry to subdue the wild lands, or the arms to subdue the 
savage foe. She, therefore, offered such lures to settlers from among the 
hardy frontier population of the United States as to tempt them to leave the 
soil of their own native land for the rich boons which she held forth by her 
repeated invitations to settle in Texas. At the time they were thus tempted 
to forsake the institutions of a free and prosperous country, the strange land 
of Mexico was made more inviting still, by having adopted, in 1824, an en- 
lightened and liberal confederation of states similar to that of the United 
States. Texas was a component part of one of those Mexican states, and 
as such retained, according to a true understanding of the federal constitution 
of 1824, a relative part of the national Sovereignty, such as any one of the 
states of the United States now retains under their system of government. 
After the American emigrants had taken up their abodes in Texas, after their 
families and fortunes had become fixed in destiny with Mexico, after being 
tempted to settle her borders and to defend them from the scalping-knife, 
just as they had sown and reaped and planted their hopes as well as their 



the very power and persons in Mexico which now arraign them as rebels. 
The constitutional Confederation of 1824 was overthrown by the physical 
force of usurpation; the promise to them of free institutions was broken; the 
chief glory and only gladness of their new homes were destroyed; and the 
only hope left to them was that of time and chance for resistance. Not 
resistance to the regular, the constitutional and lawful free government of 
Mexico; but resistance to a usurpation which overthrew and destroyed the 
only lawfully constituted power and the last vestige of liberty in Mexico. 
Texas alone adhered faithfully to the Constitutional Government. Texas 
alone held aloft the standard of true National Sovereignty of Mexico; and 
she alone became invested with whatever remnant of that sovereignty survived in 
her true faith to the Constitutional Confederation of 1824. Those who invaded 
the province of Texas, then, invaded no less than the lawful sovereignty of 
Mexico. That was the impregnable national position which Texas at once 
assumed, and which she maintained successfully in arms. She, in fact, at 
the battle of San Jacinto, conquered and captured the usurper of the sover- 
eign power of Mexico. Whothen was invested with that sovereignty? Not 
the sovereignty of Texas, but that of all Mexico? — The Province or the State 
of Texas might well then claim, as she did, the complete investiture of full 
national power, not as belonging to her new so much as to her old existence. 
She has since claimed it as of right, for her new existence independent of her 
former sister states of Mexico which bowed down their sovereignties before 
the reign of usurpation. She released General Santa Anna on the condition, 
doubtless, that his Government de facto would recognize and acknowledge 
her government de jure. He passed in safety through the United States 
back to his seat of power. If he ever made any promise to General Plouston, 
Texas has not yet reaped the blessings of peace in its redemption, though she 
has fully maintained her independence without its fulfillment. It is true 
that during this revolution many of the People of the United States — some 
of them under claim of the right of expatriation, a right for which tlie United 
States have once declared war, and for which they will ever contend in 
behalf of their citizens — by impulses the most natural, flew to assist their 
former countrymen, their friends and their kindred in Texas to battle for 
constitutional law and liberty. And so extended is the line of the Texas 
border on the United States, and so accessible from every point to volunteers 
in her service, that it was physically impossible to prevent their passing the 
line unless the United States had then maintained a vastly larger standing 
army than she ever has maintained, or ever ought to establish in time of 
peace, and unless the whole of that army had been concentrated on the Texas 
frontier. But it is nevertheless true that the Government of the United 
States did issue its proclamations of neutrality, and observed them too most 



Texas and Mexico. They could no more prevent their citizens from seizing 
arms and rushing to the aid of Texas, than they could prevent them from 
assisting the Patriots of the British possessions in the Canadas or of the 
States of South America. They went to all these foreign wars on their own 
responsibility, and at their own risk, and without the countenance or con- 
nivance of their Government. The Government of the United States stood 
aloof from the contest, and left Mexico unmolested and unobstructed to 
pursue her attempt to subjugate the province of Texas. Events proved how 
vain that attempt was. The Texans — volunteers from the U. States and all 
counted — against immense odds in number and discipline of troops, over- 
whelmed the Mexicans with defeat, and entirely crushed all general or regular 
invasion from that time to this. After the decisive battle of San Jacinto, the 
U. States did not hesitate to recognize Texas; and so has England, and so has 
France, and so have other powers since recognized her as independent. Thus 
revolutionized and thus invaded ; having thus decisively achieved the victory 
of the laws and liberties of Mexico herself over the usurpers of her sovereignty, 
and being thus recognized as an independent sovereignty, either by deriva- 
tion of right from the constitution of 1824, or de novo in fact — it matters not 
which — Texas almost immediately, by a nearly unanimous suffrage of her 
people, actually polled, offered to incorporate herself into the Federal Union 
of the U. States by treaty or act of cession. To have accepted this cession 
in the first instance, would have been on the part of the United States but the 
most natural act of a mother in taking back to her bosom her abused and 
oppressed offspring; and if the U. States had sought the acquisition of Texas 
for its own sake, and for their selfish aggrandizement, they would, surely, 
have availed themselves of that favorable moment. But no; they subjected 
all natural affections to the control of state policy; and knowing that however 
justifiable might be the act of cession, it would be imputed to improper 
motives; and wisely preferring in fact an affiliated independent Republic on 
their South Western borders, to additional territory; they abstained from the 
acquisition ; and left the de facto independence of Texas, if de facto independ- 
ence merely it was, to be matured and perfected into de jure independence 
by the establishment of permanent institutions, and by the probation of time 
and of continued war. This was in the year 1836. And what has since 
transpired in her history? — She has organized a well regulated government, 
less fluctuating than that of Mexico; she has established treaties and com- 
mercial relations with the principal powers of the world; she has been free 
from invasion by Mexico for eight years; she has in fact twice invaded 
Mexico, instead of being invaded by her; and the hostilities between them 
have notoriously descended so far below the dignity of real war, as to be 
worthy only of the name of mere border feuds, characterized by no mark of 



humanity or civilization, and so barbarous and savage as to have become an 
actual nuisance to their neighbours, and disgraceful to the family of nations 
permitting its continuance. Mexico is torn by intestine troubles, is deeply 
in debt chiefly to Great Britain, and exhausted her power of subjugating 
Texas in her very first expedition, Texas was very small and weak in 
resources at first; has now not more than about 100,000 population to bear a 
public debt of from ten to, perhaps, twenty millions of dollars; and her con- 
tinued war with Mexico cuts her off from the fruits of foreign commerce, 
from the sale of her domain, and from all other resources to relieve her from 
direct taxation. The constant threats of Mexico keep her productive classes 
in continual armor. In a word they are both exhausted, and each is power- 
less without foreign aid or intervention, to accomplish any grand result 
tending either towards conquest or a termination of hostilities; and neither 
will yield. In this condition of the two countries, the U. States most dis- 
interestedly proposed to England and France a joint mediation to effect their 
peace. The former declined the proposal for a joint, but immediately 
entered upon a separate intercession, and alone brought about the armistice 
between them. Prior to this event, which afterwards in its development 
became significant, the U. States Government began to understand from 
various quarters the action and motives of England in reference to Texas. 
Many sources of intelligence, private and public, confirmed the President of 
the U. States in the conviction that England was meditating and endeavour- 
ing to effect certain ends which would not only subject the policy of both 
Mexico and Texas to her influence and views, but be directly and alarmingly 
detrimental, both internally and externally, to the most vital interests of the 
United States themselves — In fact, that the chief aim of England’s move- 
ments was to destroy the institution of Slavery in the Southern States of the 
Union, to strike a fatal blow at their production of sugar and cotton for the 
benefit of the trade of her own colonies, and thus, and in other ways, to 
weaken their power of national defence in time of war. The evidences on 
this point are too numerous and minute to detail. But it is sufficient for the 
present purpose to adduce that the President understands the Earl of Aber- 
deen as officially since acknowledging what the President was informed of 
before the treaty was made, that England had interposed to arrange the 
armistice between Texas and Mexico, that it was desirable on the part of 
England that Texas should abolish slavery as a condition of her peace and 
independence, that England would do all in her power by such means as she 
deemed lawful and proper to abolish slavery throughout the world, and that 
her objects were “purely commercial”. Information of these designs, and 
the further information and belief that England’s modus operand! would be 
by her intercession to procure the acknowledgment by Mexico of the peace 


of certain commercial equivalents which would favor the trade of Great 
Britain in her ports; This, or some similar arrangement, would 

I®.* Abolish slavery in Texas. 

24 It would interpose a perpetual barrier against annexation or cession 
by Texas to any other power. 

3*? It would give England the monopoly of her trade and the controul of 
her measures. 

And what would be the effect of all these results on the United States? 

It is hard to tell what evil to them it would not engender and put into 
immediate and malignant action. By looking at the map of North America 
and seeing the relative location of Texas and the slave-holding and cotton & 
Sugar growing states of the U. States, no one could fail to remark the natural 
consequences almost certain to ensue. The United States have among their 
population of 17,069,000, slaves to the number of 2,487,455; the whole of 
these are located in the Southern and South Western States; two of these 
South Western States and the Indian Territory of the U. States, are co- 
terminous with Texas for from 600 to 800 miles; and emigration and access 
are easy from the four states of Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi and Mis- 
souri, which contain no less than 442,088 slaves, and also from the Indian 
Territory in almost juxtaposition to Texas. All the sugar of the U. States 
is grown in Louisiana, and all the cotton is grown in the Southern and South 
Western states. The sugar and cotton plantations of the South West, par- 
ticularly those neighboring to Texas, are the chief markets which support the 
price and value of slaves. And Texas and the South Western frontier of the 
U. States are populated by innumerable tribes of Indians, most of whom are 
wild, untutored and warlike, and many of whom are savage and hostile, and 
who range through trackless prairies which abound in herds of buffaloes & 
all other game for their provisions, and who have inaccessible mountains in 
their background to fly to refuge in case of pursuit. Such is the geographical 
and such the civil and social relation of the U. States to Texas. And from 
it is deduced : — 

That the abolition of slavery in Texas would at once greatly impair 
and finally utterly destroy the institution of slavery in the United States. 
To abolish slavery in Texas under the regulation of England’s policy which 
declares that a slave, fugitive or otherwise, shall be free the moment he sets 
his foot on her soil, and which makes her colonial possessions in Canada, 
though hundreds of miles distant from the nearest slave state in the U. States, 
the asylum for fugitive slaves from the U. States at the rate, as is computed 
by the Abolition Societies, of 1000 per annum, and which has refused to 
deliver up and afforded protection and a place of refuge to^slaves who have 
even mutinied and cut their masters’ throats'on board an^ American ship and 



sailed into her port— would be at once to make Texas a territory of refuge to 
the slaves of the U. States, escaping either from bondage or from crime. ^ 

This would render slave property so precarious as to destroy its value in 
the Chief Cotton & Sugar plantations of the U. States, and consequently 
destroy its value throughout the whole country dependent on them for the 
only market where slaves command a considerable price. And to destroy 
slave property is at once to destroy the production of cotton and sugar both 
in Texas and in the U. States, for they can be produced only by slaves. 

2 diy_it is obvious also that the control of Texas by England, and the de- 
struction of slavery and its products of cotton and sugar in Texas & the U 
States, would incalculably strengthen Great Britain and disable the U. 
States'in case of war. The export of cotton to England is the peacemaker, in 
the first place, between her and the U. States. Her operatives would become 
starving insurgents without the subjects— matter [5^'c] of labor sent to her 
from them. As long as she is thus dependent upon the U. States for security 
at home from her rebellious paupers, the U. States need not appreliend 
wrongs tending to war. — Again, it is the wealth and medium of exchange of 
the U. States in her foreign trade with England, and it is the raw material at 
home which supplied the domestic factories which so successfully rival her 
manufactures throughout the world. She would of course strike from under 
the U. States this basis of independence, of security for peace, and of wealth, 
and thereby aggrandize the wealth and power and monopoly of her East 
India Colonies, to the slavery of which her philanthropy does not ex:tend. 
Philanthropy is for the Atlantic and West, Commerce for the Pacific and 
East, Monopoly for England. England would not make Texas her colony 
or province, if she could; but she prefers to make her a dependency and 
proteg6, because then she would not have to bear the expense of her govern- 
ment and would not be responsible for her acts; at the same time she would 
obtain all the advantages which she could expect from her in a colonial state. 
But to make Texas her dependency would lay the U. States open to her in- 
vasion through the medium of Texas, along a frontier very difficult to defend, 
in immediate contact with the mouth of the Mississippi which is the key to a 
trade of at least 8o millions of exports now, and is the mare clausum to the 
waters of the richest and largest and destined soon to be the most populous 
portion of the U. States — the Great Valley of the Mississippi — without 
which the acquisition of Louisiana would be comparatively worth less. And 
all this dangerous power, too, to be placed not only at the most tender point, 
but at a point surrounded by savages which England has never failed to 
employ in her wars against the U. States, and filled with negro slaves of the 
worst character in the country fit for the incendiarism of England’s mighty 
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with their secret golden influence in other countries besides the U. States, 
against the laws of nations, for which England is not willing to be held 
responsible. The truth is that if England had succeeded in thus making 
Texas her dependency and a point of imminent danger to the U. States, she 
would have completed a cordon of power which she has steadily been forming 
around the United States from their earliest existence. She has the Canadas 
on the north; her possessions in the North West occupied by her Hudson’s 
Bay Company and claiming U. States territory Southward indefinitely; on 
the East, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, and her naval power on the 
Atlantic; on the South East she has converted the island of Bermuda into a 
Gibraltar for the command of the outlet of the Gulph of Mexico, and South 
she has her West India Islands. She has ever been aiming to obtain posses- 
sion of Cuba; and it is said, and it is thought correctly, that she is at this 
moment striving to obtain from Mexico a cession of California. To have 
made a lodgement of power in Texas would have completed her chain of 
position and influence which would have wound round the U. States the coils 
of an Anaconda from which there was no escape but in death. The U. 
States would have been allowed no peace. If peace; in peace, nothing but 
submission, sacrifice and dishonor; if war was forced upon her, in war nothing 
but disaster and defeat. 

^diy 'j'j.jg subjection of Texas to English power and policy, located as she 
is, would make it impossible for the U. States ever duly to enforce her revenue 
laws, and to collect her tariff of duties upon English goods. England pro- 
hibits every article from the U. States which she is not obliged to take, and 
taxes every article which she does take from them most onerously. The 
U. States have been obliged to lay duties on her products not only for revenue 
but for protection. The long line of Texas border, indented by a thousand 
rivers and passes, in a new and sparsely populated country, would afford 
every facility and temptation among frontier settlers, to greatly impair if not 
to destroy the effect of our revenue and protective laws, and to introduce 
English goods by smuggling ad libitum. This would inevitably be the effect 
of any thing like a reciprocal free trade with Texas, whilst a restrictive and 
prohibitory system with the U. States would be persevered in by England. 

4thiy Xhe perpetual guarantee by England of the Independence & 
boundary of Texas, would forever deprive Texas and the U. States of the 
power by cession, or treaty or otherwise, to escape from these British toils. 
Texas could never be permitted to merge her separate existence, her distinct 
boundary and title of territory, under any circumstances hereafter, however 
oppressive they might be, in those of the U. States. After allowing England 
the lion’s share of such a treaty with Mexico, to attempt a union with the 
TT ntlipr nnwpr wniilH bp fn raise a. ouestion of war. not with 



England, than England would from war with her, whenever good causes 
might justify its necessity; but the meaning of the undersigned is, that now 
Mexico has no just cause of war; then, in case of the English guarantee and 
treaty with Texas supposed. Great Britain would have just ground for resist- 
ing by arms any union thereafter of Texas with the U. States. It would be to 
interpose a legitimate obstacle and perpetual barrier to a measure which even 
might be wise and desirable and justifiable hereafter, if it is not now, in the 
policy of the U. States, and a barrier backed too by the most formidable 
power on earth, when there is no such obstacle or barrier existing now in the 
rights of one of even the weakest powers on earth. 

5*1^ The last but not the least bad effect upon the U. States would be, that 
their settled American policy first adverted to in this explanation, would be 
entirely subverted. England would have subjected Texas, an independent 
North American state, to her supremacy and domination. England would 
in fact have so modified and limited the sovereignty of Texas as to have con- 
trolled it by her power; leaving her nationality alone unimpaired, she would 
have made her a dependency without charge for her debts and expenditures, 
and without responsibility for her acts ; and England would have interfered 
with and obtained a control and influence over the external and internal 
affairs and interests of the United States, of the most vital importance, to a 
degree incalculable, and the most obnoxious, offensive, weakening and 
oppressive. 

In apprehension of all these baneful consequences to the peace and 
prosperity of the United States, from this new and changed aspect of rela- 
tions with Texas, their government felt itself bound, as guardians of the 
country’s defence, to propose or to accept the measure of annexation as the 
only one left to avert dangers so alarming and so threatening, and one to be 
entered upon at once without hesitation or delay. If Mexico could have 
reconquered Texas; or, if Texas could probably have held out against the 
tempting terms of peace proposed to her by Great Britain, and could have 
maintained an unshackled and sovereign independence; if European inter- 
ference had forborne its arts and influence; if the U. States had not them- 
selves been endangered; they would willingly have preferred to stand aloof, 
except so far as to interpose their friendly offices to mitigate the horrors of 
war and to promote peace, and would have left time and events to determine 
the contest between Mexico and Texas. But when they could no longer shut 
their eyes to the fact that the most powerful government of Europe and the 
world, that England with all the watchfulness and wisdom of her diplomacy, 
with all her lust for universal dominion, with her philanthropic zeal for uni- 
versal emancipation of slaves, with her “purely commercial views,” with her 
gold and her immense naval power, with her jealousy of the growing grandeur 
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protracted war and revolution, until one of them was largely indebted to her 
and the other was overburthened with loans, to avail herself of their weak- 
ness to secure to herself, by separate intervention, all the advantages of their 
peace, to the perpetual injury of their neighbors and friends; — ^when the U. 
States saw that England was about to strike a blow at her own domestic in- 
stitutions — at her revenue laws — at her commerce and manufactures — 
her cotton — her sugar — her power of preserving peace — her power of defence 
in war; — when they began to entertain a suspicion even of this, they could no 
longer pause for the dilatory movements of powerless Mexico & of struggling 
Texas, but were bound to act in the majesty of their own strength, and truly 
like the young Sampson of North America, to burst the cordon of power with 
which England was preparing to bind their strength. Without hostility to 
Mexico, without fraud and without force, without an ambitious motive to 
aggrandize their power or to increase their territory; but with the most dis- 
interested friendship to American supremacy in America at least, which 
neither Mexico nor Texas were likely to maintain, they were compelled to re- 
sort to the measure of annexation, with the free and full consent of Texas, on 
the purest principles of natural and of national law — of self-defence and self 
preservation. 

The Senate of the U. States has since seen fit in its wisdom to reject the 
treaty of Annexation. It is not proper for the undersigned to discuss the 
reasons of its rejection; they are of a character entirely domestic to the U. 
States. And the Undersigned is not instructed to say whether negotiations 
for the same end will be renewed or relinquished by his Government. But 
he may congratulate his country, at all events, if the mere attempt of this 
measure will have the effect to break the spell of English diplomacy over the 
North American Continent, and to warn all American states, North and 
South, of the influence still sought to be established by Europe over their 
destiny, and of the means whereby it is to be exerted and perpetuated. 

The Undersigned, begging pardon for the length of this despatch, takes 
pleasure [etc.]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to John C. Calhoun, Secretary 
of State of the United States ’• 

[extracts] 

Rio de Janeiro, October ii, 1844. 

Sir: . . . Several weeks ago, it was communicated to me that a few days 
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Plata, the English Commodore Purvis requested him/Capt^ V./to take sundry 
stores to the English squadron at Monte-Video, assigning as a reason for not 
sending them by the English ship America, Capt" Gordon, which had lately 
sailed from this port, that it was desirable she should not stop or be delayed 
on her passage around the Cape Horn, as that ship was to join the English 
squadron in the Pacific as soon as possible, in the expectation that a treaty 
would be concluded immediately between England & Mexico whereby the 
latter was to cede to the former the country of California. Certain it is that 
Capt“ Voorhes took the stores, and Mr. Hamilton expressed his acknowledg- 
ments of the kindness to my Secretary, Mr. Walsh. But hearing that Capt’ 
Voorhes had himself written home what was said to him by Commodore 
Purvis, and not trusting to the truth or probability of what thus carelessly 
fell from that high functionary, I have omitted until now the mention of the 
circumstance of this rumor. I should not, however, be surprised if, not- 
withstanding England’s horror of the cession by Texas, she should make it 
the pretext of a cession by Mexico. . . . 

There are no developments as yet of a disposition on the part of Brazil to 
open new negotiations with any of the Powers. No intimations have been 
given me, except that it will be impossible for England ever to obtain another 
treaty so favorable as the last, and all nations will probably be placed upon 
an equal footing. The U. States, at all events, have no reason whatever to 
apprehend any injustice from Brazil. 

With the highest regard and esteem [etc.]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to John C. Calhoun, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Rio de Janeiro, October ii, 1844. 

Sir: The accompanying papers will show you what I have been doing in 
the business of this mission. The paper marked — N*? i is a copy of the letter 
which I deemed it my duty to address to the Gov- of Brazil on the subject of 
the Texas treaty.^ I trust that, neither transcending nor coming short of 
your instructions, it will meet with your approbation. The subject was 
difficult for me to manage after its change of aspect since my departure from 
the U. States. To some my letter may appear to partake of the tone of the 
partizan against Great Britain. In the sense of a partizan of American 
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what sympathy enough with that feeling is to be found in the Government 
and among the people of Brazil. Their partiality to the U. States is appar- 
ent, and no less manifest is their distrust of Great Britain. MJ' Franga, 
Secretary of State, in my personal interview with him did not withold the 
expression of his approval of the measure of the treaty with Texas by the 
Gov- of the U. States. . . . 

With the highest consideration and respect [etc.]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to John C. Calhoun, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 7 Rio de Janeiro, November i, 1844. 

Sir: . . . I submitwith all deferencethat an instruction to me, drawn in rath- 
er peremptory terms, and calling for prompt decision and settlement would 
have a good effect in favor of our claims, if based on some such flattering ground 
as a disposition to remove every obstacle to still closer relations with Brazil. 
I say this the more confidently, because the turn given to this conversation 
by M' Fran^ia himself, more than intimated a wish for a stronger connexion 
with the U. States than any which has ever yet existed. I cannot in this letter 
detail our conversation fully, and I do not know that I exactly comprehend 
the precise end of certain enquiries he addressed to me. Besides other ques- 
tions of less Importance, he asked me directly: — What the U. States would 
do, in conjunction with Brazil, for the protection of American interests and 
policy generally, and to prevent the intervention of Europe in American 
affairs? — I replied that I was neither prepared nor instructed to answer any 
specific meaning of his question, if he designed it to signify any thing beyond 
general relations. But in the general, I was at all times prepared to say, 
both as an American citizen & Minister, that the U. States were always ready 
& willing, as they ever had been, to protect and cherish American interests 
and policy, both for their own sake and as opposed to those of Europe; and 
that to do so most effectually, the first precept of their policy was to enter 
into no entangling alliances. They had been eminently successful by freeing 
themselves from all treaties that would necessarily involve them in the dif- 
ferences and difficulties of other nations, or that would cramp their energies 
or contract their resources at home, and they had by wise internal regulations 
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very existence a strong defense of American interests and policy. And this 
course they would not fail to commend to every state in North & South 
America. They should first make themselves entirely free & independent of 
Europe — free from the bondage of their debts, from their treaties, their 
alliances & wars, and as independent as possible of their trade and the neces- 
sities of their social and political condition. That American states should 
favor each other in all respects, rather by interchange of good offices and by 
mutual regulations at home to unshackle trade, to encourage science, letters, 
& the mechanic arts, to promote and even to compel peace among themselves, 
to insure & secure the just & prompt administration of their international 
rights, to encourage commerce, to facilitate emigration & immigration with 
the rights of expatriation, to protect the freedom of the seas, and to maintain 
neutral rather than belligerent rights, and to improve, at every expense & 
trouble, their own agriculture, and their own internal communication, and 
to encourage & foster their own industry. He immediately referred to the 
instance of the war now existing between Monte Video & Buenos-Ayres, 
annoying every other nation & weakening themselves. He said Monte Video 
was so reduced as to be knocking at the doors of England & France for as- 
sistance, and asked whether the U. States would not unite with Brazil in 
putting an end to that war by force, if necessary, rather than permit England 
or France to interpose and acquire a dominant influence in the Platte [Plata] 
country? I said that the U. States had long ago assumed & acted on the 
policy to prevent European intervention in the wars of North America, and 
they had once interposed to protect South American states; and I had no 
doubt but that they would approve of the same course on the part of Brazil 
in this instance, and would interpose their own good offices to arrest the war 
of Monte Video & Buenos Ayres. I added that I would ask for instructions 
what to say on the whole subject. Already has the blockade of Monte 
Video involved our Navy in the very unpleasant necessity of capturing the 
whole Buenos Ayrean Squadron. The conduct of Capt^ Voorhes in that 
affair has not only been universally approved, but is rejoiced at here, so 
weak & irregular is the blockade, so futile are the means to enforce it, so 
wanton is the whole war and so ridiculous & at the same time so uncivilized 
is the mode of conducting it. In fact it is a purely personal contest between 
Rosas & Rivera, of unmitigated revenge and unbridled ambition, equally 
injurious to American interest and dishonoring to the American name. It 
has no prospect either of speedy termination. Rosas would not be favorably 
impressed with the interposition of Brazil, because the latter is suspected, 
unjustly I believe, of a design to acquire Monte Video. England as the 
former mediator between Brazil & Monte Video is bound to guarantee the 
independence of Monte Video, and this guarantee is a basis for her inter- 


footnote, referring to this, reads; “I am just better informed that this is a 
mistake.” Editor.] and would listen gladly to terms for peace coming from 
the U. States. M- Brent is there now and might be empowered to mediate. 
Or, as has been suggested, I might be instructed to accompany a special 
agent from this court. I seek no such additional duty, but if it is thought 
best to adopt that mode, in case any be adopted, I would cheerfully consent 
to take upon myself the mission. It would take but a short time, about forty 
days, to go down to the river, do all that could be done, and return. But 
these are mere suggestions which I submit to the better judgment of the 
Department. My main object is to impress the idea that a direct intimation 
has been made to me here, that the opportunity is now afforded for the U. 
States to manifest a leading interest in South American affairs, and the wish 
is openly expressed for them to do so much to their advantage. How far it 
is their policy to do so, and by what mode, the President will, doubtless, 
rightly judge. ... 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


566 

Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to John C. Calhoun, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 8 Rio de Janeiro, November 13, 1844. 

Sir: . . . We have heard nothing certain from Monte Video lately, but the 
rumor is that the blockading squadron having admitted English, French & 
Brazilian vessels with the understanding that they were not to take in con- 
traband articles, Capt" Voorhes notified the Buenos Ayrean Commander 
that he was no party to such understanding and would not consent to a 
partial blockade. That, if French, English & Brazilian or any other mer- 
chant vessels were admitted, those from the U. States should be allowed to 
enter. And, insisting upon & enforcing this point, the U. States Merchant- 
men were admitted and the blockade was consequently broken up. The 
rumor is, also, that the blockading squadron having fired at a boat of the 
frigate Congress with the U. States flag hoisted, whilst fishing, Capt° 
Voorhes fired in return two of his guns at the vessel aggressing. A letter 
from MI Watterson to me, dated OcF 24*^, says that there is no more pros- 
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pect of a termination of that war in the Plata than when he first sat his foot 
on the shores of S. America. He adds “it is a most savage struggle and 
conducted in a most savage manner,” and no one can form a correct opinion 
as to what the result will be. Brent had not then arrived. The Cor- 
vette Boston is now here. 

With the highest respect [etc.]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to John C. Calhoun, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 9 Rio de Janeiro, December 14, 1844. 

Sir; The last Despatch from the Department, of a copy of the letter ad- 
dressed to Ml King at Paris on the subject of our relations with Texas, was 
duly received f and I shall omit no proper occasion to impress its views upon 
the persons of this court, and upon others within the sphere of my action and 
correspondence whose favorable opinions & influences it may be desirable 
for the U. States to have in respect to them. . . . 

With the highest personal regard & official respect [etc.]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to John C. Calhoun, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 10 Rio de Janeiro, January 12, 1845, 

Sir; . . . The Emperor is himself too young to control state-affairs, & the 
problem is who can influence those who influence him. His present Cabinet 
is decidedly liberal, not to say constitutional, or republican, or democratic, 
in its sentiment & feeling, and well disposed towards us ; but the Emperor is 
suspicious of the jealousy of those who are of the old regime, and the Cabinet 
has to be cautious not to alarm ancient prejudices too much by manifesting 
» Despatches, Brazil, vol. 13. 

* No such communication is recorded in the volume containing the instructions addressed 
by the Department of State to the legation in Brazil, nor is there any reference to it. The 
communication to King, at Paris, referred to, is probably the long instruction of August 12, 
1844, to him, on the subject, though there was a brief one addressed to him, on August 26, 
1844, on the same subject, for both of which see, below, the volume and part containing 


the U. States in the affairs of Monte Video & Buenos Ayres — my invariable 
reply is, that Brazil has precedence of friendly offices or of interposition in 
South America; the U. States has enough to do to protect American policy in 
the North American Continent. Then, the understanding the U. States 
should have with Brazil is, that each will preserve its complete independence 
of Europe; neither should yield any thing unequal in commerce or naviga- 
tion, or in taxation for revenue, and both should firmly defend their institu- 
tions from foreign interference. They seem to comprehend this, & espe- 
cially that it is in all respects to their interest, if not to favor, not to impair 
the good understanding with us. . . . 

The affairs of Monte Video and Buenos Ayres remain in statu quo — not 
ante bellum, but in the same state they have been in ever since the war 
began. I trust that our Gov- will attach no blame whatever to Captain 
Voorhees for his conduct in the La Platte; & that the reply to Rosas will be 
that Comd":® Turner has, by restoring every thing to B. Ayres with proper 
explanations, made ample atonement. It is absurd to talk to those near the 
scene of that war, of further reparation to belligerents who deserve the name 
rather of buccaneers banded for murder & piracy under civilized forms. I 
repeat, that war ought to be arrested. Our Consul, M^ Hamilton, has justi- 
fied Capt" Voorhees. The action of Comd*:® Turner was taken under my 
advice. My view was that CapV^ Voorhees had treated Capt“ FiUon & Gen\ 
Oribe as they deserved, but Comd^? Turner had to deal amicably with 
B. Ayres. This he has done, & they should be satisfied. . . . 

With the highest regard and esteem [etc.]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to John C. Calhoun, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 12 Rio de Janeiro, February 25, 184$. 

Sir: . . . In a short note of Jan^ 21 Brent Enclosed to me the copy 
herein sent of a letter of instructions from the Gov^ of the Argentine Con- 

» Despatches, Brazil, vol. 13. 
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federation to Admiral Brown, Commander of their squadron off Monte 
Video, dated Jan^ 1 directing a strict blockade of that place & Maldonado. 
By a letter from our Consul at Monte Video received at the same time, I was 
informed that on the IS*.*" of Jan^ Admiral Brown notified the Commanders 
of the foreign ships of war on that station, that he had received orders from 
his Gov- to enforce a rigorous blockade of Monte Video & Maldonado, to 
take immediate effect, allowing to the 20*1‘ of Feb^ for the departure of ves- 
sels in port. But it appears that the French Admiral refused to recognize a 
rigorous, or any modification of the previous partial blockade, until he 
received other instructions from his Govh And, although the 13 ritish authori- 
ties acknowledged the belligerent right of the Argentine Gov^ Sir Thomas 
Paisley notified Admiral Brown that inasmuch as the recognition was not 
general, he would not suffer British vessels to be molested beyond the tenor 
of the original modified blockade. Our Commander, Pendergrast, it seems 
by his letters to Commodore Turner, has notified that he too will not recog- 
nize a partial blockade; and the blockade of M. Video & Maldonado has in 
effect ceased. The inclosed is the Memorial ^ of the English merchants to 
the Officer in command of the British squadron. But the three sealed letters 
from M*^ Hamilton himself will, I presume, put you in possession of all the 
information respecting the war of the La Platte [La Plata], except a flying 
piece of news which has just reached us here from England & which seems 
to be worthy of observation. Commodore Purvis, in command of the 
British squadron here, has, undoubtedly, been notified by his Gov^ of a very 
large amount of naval supplies sufficient for several ships of the line for a 
considerable time; and it is also true that Great Britain has fitted out a fleet 
of medium size & small vessels for this station. The rumor is that this fleet 
is to enforce the interposition of England to arrest further hostilities, and to 


compel peace, upon the terms which she has determined to dictate, between 
Buenos Ayres and Monte Video, and to open the trade of the river Paraguay 
to its sources. If this be so, it is a most important movement, and the great 
interests of the U. States in this peace & its consequences, and in the trade 
of the Platte & its tributaries, ought to be looked after immediately. But 
this movement is said to have a double aspect. M r Slacum, our former Con- 
sul here, has been for sometime intimate with and residing near to M *■ Samo, 
^e English Cornmissioner of the Mixed Commission near this court. M^ 
Samo allowed him to examine the correspondence, in printed form, of M^ 
Hamilton & Lord Aberdeen respecting the slave-trade as carried on between 
frazil & Afnca. M-^ Slacum found in a late letter from Aberdeen to M»- 
Hamilton, a most significant remark to this effect The Gov^ of li. M, is 
now ully convinced of the bad faith of the Imp} Gov^ in respect to its treaty 
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very words, but this was the substance. Slacum was struck by the sen- 
tence, and, reading it aloud in the hearing of M*‘ Samo, that gentleman, as if 
about to reveal something and suddenly checking himself, said: — “Will you 
be here in April? — ” “Why?”, — said M’' Slacum — “If you are here then, 

you will see some fun." — This was all that was said, but taken in connexion 
with the letter of the Earl of Aberdeen, much more was intimated. In a 
word, he understood Samo to intimate, pretty plainly, that England would 
assume to seize & capture vessels engaged in the slave-trade under the 
Brazilian flag, in the waters of Brazil, and that she would assume to enforce 
the treaty everywhere and at all hazards. And this would be done, and the 
debt due England of 5 millions sterling would be pressed, to force another 
general treaty on England’s own terms. If these conjectures be well founded, 
the U. States ought, by all means, to have an active & intelligent agent on 
the spot, to look after their interests in the Platte Country. M*" Hamilton 
is but a Consul at Monte Video, and it is natural to suppose has imbibed 
somewhat the Monte Video views of policy; and M" Brent is in such a bad 
state of health that he cannot be expected to be so efficient as is desirable. 
There ought, therefore, to be immediately, appointed a diplomatic or com- 
mercial agent of some sort to confer, impartially, with both the Monte 
Videan & Buenos Ayrean Govt!, to secure for us by negotiation or arrange- 
ment, the benefits of trade to be obtained by any nation who may interpose 
for the peace of those countries. . . . 

I am, with the highest respect & esteem [etc.]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 14 Rio de Janeiro, March 28, 1845. 

Sir: ... I am pretty credibly assured that England and France will 
interpose in the war of the Platte, at the instance of Brazil. The U. States’ 
interests there ought to be looked after. England is sending out a consider- 
able fleet for this station, and our naval force here ought to be increased. 
I apprehend difficulties between England & this country on various subjects 
of difference. 

Very respectfully [etc.]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. i6 Rio de Janeiro, May i, 1845. 

Sir; . . . This letter is so long that, inasmuch as it is filled with the detail 
of subjects in “pari materia,” I will leave other subjects of more general 
interest to a separate despatch accompanying this. There will be enough 
in the two to convince you that I am not idle here. But, Sir, permit me 
familiarly to beseech you not to allow the mass of matter, or my prolixity, 
to deter you from giving the subject of the slave-trade your serious attention. 
You may rely on it that England is determined upon taking some decided 
action upon it both with this Gov- & in reference to our flag, which may 
involve us in difficulty without timely action on our part. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 17 Rio de Janeiro, May 2, 1845. 

Sir: The affairs of the River Platte are coming to a crisis at last. Our 
Consul at Monte Video, by letter dated April i«*, informed me that several 
vessels which had touched there for pilots had been refused entrance at B. 
Ayres. The decree of non-intercourse by Rosas appeared to have been 
more destructive in its effects upon the Commercial interest than the 
“rigorous blockade” would have been had it been recognized by the French 
Admiral. And the strict blockade, according to a letter to me from M ^ Brent 
dated 30^^^ March, has been recognized by the French. Both M’' Brent & 
M' Hamilton confirm the news also of a battle fought on the 27*.** of March 
between the Argentine Genl Urquiza & Rivera, at a place called Indian [India] 
Muerta, about 70 miles N. N. E. of Maldonado, in which Rivera’s forces 
were decisively defeated. A rumor has reached here, since the receipt of 
these letters, that Urquiza pursued the Riveristas into the Brazilian Prov- 
ince of Rio Grande, & that the Brazilian army had taken position between 
the belligerents to preserve the neutrality of the territory. Genl Paz is still 
at Corrientes, a region entirely hostile to Rosas. M *■ Flamilton, in his letter, 
adds: — “The Genl here, as well as the inhabitants of the city in general, are 
in high spirits under the certainty that a conjoint intervention on the oart of 



H. B. M. Minister for B. Ayres, for a desirable settlement of the affairs of 
the River Platte, & for the maintenance of the independence of the Oriental 
Republic. Letters from England & France state that on the arrival of M- 
Ouseley, twenty one days will be allowed Gen! Rosas to withdraw his troops 
from the Banda Oriental, and, in case of refusal, that hostilities will be 
resorted to by the Combined Powers, to enforce the demand. If their antic- 
ipations should not be realized, I can assure You that it will be utterly 
impossible for the town to hold out four months longer. The Gov^ resources 
being nearly absorbed, without any visible means of replenishing them, the 
greatest struggles on the Part of the Gov^ ai'e at this moment in action, for 
the maintainance of the garrison. The many calls upon the Gov^ are far 
too ponderous, & unless a helping hand comes quickly all will be lost." ’ 
Just before I received these letters, presenting this account of the State 
of affairs at the River, Mf Ousely arrived in the Firebrand, steamer, at Rio 
de Janeiro. I met him more than once, & inquired of others concerning his 
mission. The Russian Minister, Lomonosoff, informed me that there was 
no doubt there had been — up to a certain period — an understanding between 
England & France for a joint intervention; but that England had lately 
adopted the policy of a separate mediation. That there was some pretence 
of the steamer, which was to carry M- Ouseley to B. Ayres, being out of order 
& requiring affairs [repairs?], & that this was well understood to be a mere 
excuse for his remaining here some time for some object or other before he 
proceeded on his mission. Yet M*' Franca [Franga] had complained that 
M • Ouseley had made no communication to him ; & no one it seems could tell 
or pretend even to know the precise character of his embassy, or the part 
which he was empowered in any event to act. The better opinion seemed 
to be that he had called by Rio to see M*' Hamilton, PI. B. M. Minister here, 
to ascertain from him the prospects of a treaty with Brazil & that he was to 
act accordingly. If Brazil was found refractory & difficult to accede to 
English terms, he was to take a course favorable to Rosas, of whom Brazil is 
known to have serious apprehensions in the event of his success against 
M. Video. A double object would be gained; not only would a natural 
enemy of Brazil be brought to aid in bringing her to terms, but the favoring 
of the conquest by Rosas might open the Parana & Paraguay rivers to the 
British Commerce — an object long sought after by G* Britain. 

All this reserve & conjecture were soon cleared up to me. On the 21“.* of 
April in the morning, M"" Ouseley did me the honor to pay me a farewell visit, 
& informing me that he was to depart that evening, he made a particular 
request of letters from me to M- Brent. Instructions from England had 
followed him & had just arrived. He was hastening his departure, & in 
1 Where the quotation begins, of which these final quotes mark the end, is not shown In the 


there was no idea of an ‘'intervention: that was rather a modern term which 
belonged more especially to Russia — he did not like it ; the term mediation 
better suited. His instructions were to present & to urge by all means the 
advantages of a peace, but he was by no means authorized to enforce it. That 
there was no selfish nor sinister object in view, none but such as was general, 
& such as would be approved by all Powers for the common good of the 
commerce of the world. That there was in fact no secret in his mission, but 
he preferred not to have his powers & instructions understood here, because 
there was a party on either side interested to have them misunderstood & 
misrepresented. That his particular purpose in seeking letters from me to 
M • B rent was to correct a 11 or any if any, misapprehension on his part . Th at 
he had been Informed M"" Brent had taken peculiar grounds against inter- 
vention or mediation by European Powers in American affairs, & he had 
heard him represented as having encouraged the idea that the U. S. would 
interpose to prevent any such intervention or mediation. And he inquired 
whether I knew or could speak with probability respecting M"" Brent’s 
views.” I replied that M*" Brent had touched here on his way, & I had seen 
him & held conversation with him, which would lead me to suppose that the 
rumors respecting the stand he had taken were incorrect. That M' Brent, 
I was sure, would aid by all his good offices any bona fide attempt from any 
quarter to bring about peace between two American Powers. That rumors 
incorrectly representing his position were probably founded on the fact that 
he had, perhaps, insisted that the French Admiral had no right to object & 
say that an American state should not blockade another with adequate force, 
in time of war. That the non-intercourse declared by Rosas, as a conse- 
quence of the blockade not being recognized by the French Admiral, had 
been more stringent upon American Commerce than the rigorous blockade 
itself would have been, & this had, probably, made M' Brent more anxious 
to have the blockade recognized. That I was very happy to hear of the fair 
intentions of his mission, but from my information respecting the character 
of Rosas, he would fail in his mediation. Rosas was bent on the distruction 
of Rivera — it was, in fact, a personal not a national war. If M. Video fell, 
Rosas would first invade & subdue Paraguay, which he regards as a revolted 
province, & that he would not refrain from conquest in Rio Grande, because 
Brazil had ventured to recognize the independence of Paraguay. That Eng- 
land would of course seek to open his mare clausum of the Parana & Para- 
guay rivers to her trade, & then she would be accused, as she was already, 
of setting Rosas on, or letting him loose upon Brazil to punish, her for not 
acceding to a treaty. But I would assuredly, upon his authority, represent 
to M- Brent the true character of his mission, and would urge upon him the 
propriety by all means of throwing no obstructions in the way of an embassy 



gentleman at B. Ayres to an American gentleman here, complaining of the 
conduct of M’' Brent very strongly. The purport of it was, that " M' Brent 
was wholly under the influence of Rosas. That he had taken quarters in the 
same house with Rosas’ Gov^ printer; that he had written a long letter to the 
French Admiral requesting him to go to B. Ayres that they might “hold 
sweet converse” & “a friendly talk” (these were his words, says the letter) 
on the affair of the blockade — intimating to the Admiral that he was ignorant 
of his duty in refusing to recognize the blockade — putting him in mind that 
we had already made France pay 25 Millions of francs for former spoliations, 
as much as to say : — ‘ you had better look out that you do not have to pay 
more.’ That the Frenchman sent an answer, after the lapse of a couple of 
weeks or so, declining the invitation & telling our Charge that he had acted 
* undiplomatically That he had invited the diplomatic corps to meet at 
the house of Arana the Prime Minister, day before yesterday, to talk over 
matters relating to the present position of affairs. The English & French 
diplomats declined the honor, not recognizing the right of M*' Brent to call a 
meeting at Arana’s house” &c. The letter proceeds: — “I am a good deal 
afraid that the folks here may be led out of their depth by the promises which 
he is said to have made that his Gov^ will stand by them, & not permit any 
foreign intervention &c. &c. Pie has employed since his arrival here as his 
confidential interpreter the same person who acts in that capacity for the 
Minister of State (Arana) & who indeed is a regular employe in said Min- 
ister’s office.” This letter, dated March 13*1" at B. Ayres, from T. W. C. 
Moore to James Birckhead Esq- Rio de Janeiro, at once disclosed to me the 
source in part whence M- Ouseley had derived his impressions respecting M^ 
Brent. I do not myself exactly credit the statements of this letter, but it 
assured me at all events that I had done right in introducing M- Ouseley to 
M*' Brent, & in urging upon him, by authority of the assurances made to me, 
the propriety of not obstructing the English mediation. The truth is, as I 
told M"^ Ouseley, G* Britain & Brazil both are in a curious position in respect 
to this war. G* Britain mediated between B. Ayres & Brazil, obtained the 
convention of peace between them for five years — guaranteed the inde- 
pendence of M. Video for that time & that there should be a permanent 
definitive treaty of peace, & that neither party should renew hostilities after 
that time until after six month’s notice to the other party & to the mediator. 
The five years have expired. The definitive treaty of peace has never been 
entered upon according to the convention. B. Ayres has waged war against 
M. Video — Brazil & B. Ayres are either at liberty to renew hostilities upon 
notice to the other — or M. Video & Brazil may either upon notice renew 
hostilities. Quare de hoc: — is not G* Britain, virtute conventionis, still a 
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mediator? And, if M . Video is in danger of Rosas, may she not pro forma & 
pro independentia renew war with Brazil? This view seemed to puzzle 
Ouseley, but ‘'we the U. States of America” have nothing to do with these 
nice Questions. I have recommended that we stand by only, & take all 
legitimate advantages of trade. Let us look out, say I, for an equal share in 
the important trade of the Parana & the Paraguay if it is to be opened at all 
to any other Power or People, & it should be opened. Rosas is undoubtedly 
a Gaucho, anti-commercial & opposed to “foreigners ” & is a tyrant, but he is 
American in his feelings & is a man of great natural abilities & of irresistible 
political power in his own Country. B. Ayres is a republic in name, an 
autocracy in fact. So much for other people’s business. . . . 

With the highest respect & esteem, [etc.]. 

Rio de Janeiro, May 184 ^. 

P.S. . . . The special French Ambassador to B. Ayres was presented 
yesterday & attended the f^te I heard much said about the question ; — whether 
England & France will act in concert there. No one knows. From informa- 
tion rec^ the day before yesterday, the impression gains ground that M*' 
Brent, our Charg4, is throwing obstacles in the way of the English & French 
mediation or intervention. Rosas will not hear to either. The Min: of 
foreign Affairs was very gracious to me, had a long talk about the affairs of 
the River — said that Brazil had formally & repeatedly protested against the 
invasion of independence of Montevideo — that Rosas would not consent, 
on any terms, to open the trade of the Parana & Paraguay to European 
Powers — and ended by inviting a special interview with me at any & my own 
time. I shall avail myself of it at the earliest opportunity. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Henry A . Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Rio de Janeiro, May xg, 184$. 

Sir. . , . On Saturday last, the 17*.** I had a long interview with 
Franga. He said that M" Calhoun’s letter to King had a good effect 
here, & had opened the eyes of many to the true power & policy of Brazil. 

• r ^ reduction of their mission by the U. States 



“What do you think, M"" Wise, is to be the result there — we want the views 
of our friends on our relations at the River?'’ — “I think, Sir,” said I, “that 
Brazil has need of her best counsels on that subject, & that her peace & safety 
depend upon her own prompt action. She has an anomalous Convention 
with B. Ayres & M. Video, with England mediator, binding all parties to a 
definitive treaty of peace, to be guaranteed by G* Britain — Where is that 
treaty? — Have B. Ayres & M. Video the right, against that Convention, to be 
warring upon each other’s independence, before that Convention is satisfied? 
— Have you not the power to call on England to compel a cessation of hostili- 
ties between those powers until your convention with them be satisfied? 
Would not its satisfaction terminate their war?” — “Ah! but we protest 
against the invasion of the independence of M. Video, & Rosas will withdraw 
his forces from the Banda Oriental as soon as the War is ended!” — “Yes! 
I am informed that if armed intervention does not soon succor M. Video, the 
war will soon be ended by its downfall- Rivera arrived here in Rio de Janeiro 
last nighty flying from defeat. The moment M. Video falls, the foreigners, 
French & Italians who alone uphold its defence at present, will be scattered. 
Oribe’s party is as strong as Rivera’s among the natives, A small garrison 
or two will keep the possession of Rosas, whilst he withdraivs his army — for 
what ? — To invade Corientes & Paraguay! — and if the flames are lighted 
there, how long before they catch to Rio Grande? ” — “But,” he said, “ Eng- 
land & France will arrest this war.” — “France is so disposed— -England is 
not. They will act in concert only so long as it is mere friendly mediation — 
either have intimated Interposition by force — England will not allow France 
so to interpose unless she does herself — England may so interpose as soon as 
Brazil gives her the treaty she wants, & if she does not, she may choose, as some 
say, to let Rosas bring troubles upon Brazil df then treat with her. Her boon 
will he the opening of the trade of all the rivers, the Parana, the Paraguay & the 
Uraguay, S* a treaty with Brazil at last on her own terms ." — He said, “we dis- 
like this interposition there by European Powers between two American 
States; but England & France both have the right by our admission of their 
guarantees to M. Video & B. Ayres in the past.” — I replied — “These are 
guarantees to Brazil too — why not demand their enforcement to compel a 
peace at once which alone can ward off the apprehended troubles to you from 
Rosas? ” — But decision & energy seem to be wanting. Ouseley has arrived, 
& by this time Diffaudis [Deffaudis], the French Ambassador, also. The 
rigorous blockade had been recognized by the French, to commence about 
the 28th inst., but the English Comm^!® had then recognized it only on 
condition of the withdrawal of the non-intercourse by Rosas. Our Consul 
at M. Video writes that M. Video must fall unless soon succored. Still it 
seems that an English merchant there loans on the hypothecation of the 
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Other day for a passage for his family in the Raritan. Comm^- Turner was 
too sick to take them. Guido on Saturday, told me he regretted the 
impossibility of their going in the Raritan very much, as he could n't se7id 
them in a British man of war under present aspects of Argentine relations 
with England. He, Guido, will, I think, ask his passports soon. Rosas 
will not hear to mediation, nor be stopped by intervention, is willing to seek 
a rupture with Brazil, & he will not be opposed by England in his policy. 
Such are my views. 

With the highest esteem & respect [etc.]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 22 Rio Janeiro, June 30 , 1843 . 

Sir: . . . The latest dates of information from the River Plate on which I 
can rely, are of the 29 *^ May. I have been anxiously waiting for definite news 
from M Ouseley & Diffaudis, the English & French mediators. There is little 
doubt, I think, but that the mediation is joint between France & England ; & 
I begin to apprehend, notwithstanding M*" Ouseley ’s assurances to me when 
here, that they mean something more than mediation. After mediation fails 
they will try intervention. There are rumors of letters so strong from M*" 
Ouseley to Arana, the Minister of Rosas, that he had to withdraw them, I 
do not credit this report. M' Brent, our Charg6, is still accused of obstruct- 
ing the mediation. M Ouseley is said to have expressed the desire for Oribe 
to be put in possession of Monte Video, & Rosas claims no more, Rivera is 
still in Rio de Janeiro, and it is said that the M. Videan Minister’s house was 
guarded the other day to prevent Rivera from departing hence. This to 
manifest neutrality to Rosas, who had begun to threaten Brazil very loudly, 
and who had ordered the retirement of Gen? Guido from this Court & non- 
intercourse with Brazil immediately upon the permission to Rivera to de- 
part. Brazil is suspected of having played a very deceitful part between 
the belligerents. Great mystery & secrecy seem to be observed in the nego- 
tiations at the River; but no doubt is entertained of a speedy restoration of 
peace & commerce. — I send you a paper containing the treaty drawn up by 
Brazil, the ratification of which was refused by Genl Rosas. . . . 



Henry A . Wise, United, States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the Uriited States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 23 Rio de Janeiro, July 2, 1845. 

Sir: . . . We hear nothing from the River. England, has, undoubtedly, 
as one of the British Commissioners (M"' Samo) informs me, positively in- 
structed her cruisers to persist in the search of Brazilian vessels & to take 
them to Sierra Leone in all cases of seizure, notwithstanding the expiration 
of their late treaties. G‘ Britain, in fact, insists that the treaties are still 
binding between her & Brazil inasmuch as the latter failed to fullfil a single 
stipulation. The Cabinet of Brazil begin to apprehend that G- Britain’s 
policy is, what I have been convinced of for some time, to bring Rosas down 
upon this country, &; then to dictate a new treaty in the midst of new diffi- 
culties, precisely as she dictated the old treaty in the times of old troubles. 

I have just heard a rumor, which I apprehend is correct, that an English 
steamer has seized three American & one Spanish vessel on the African Coast. 
The Pons, Master Graham, & the Pilot, Master Swift, both owned by citizens 
of the U. States, have lately arrived here from the Coast; and Cap*^ J. Clapp, 
the person who sold the GarmecUfft on the Coast to the slave-trade, is now 
here as Master of the U. S. Merchant ship Panther. 

With highest personal regard and official respect [etc,]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 25 Rio de Janeiro, July 31, 1845. 

Sir: The Columbus, with M- Everett, & the ship Catheline, from New 
York, with M^ Hopkins on board, arrived in this port yesterday. I have 
seen neither gentleman as yet, but will wait on them both immediately, & 
be most happy to give M"" Hopkins all the information & assistance in my 
power in respect to his Paraguay Mission, The condition of that state, 
isolated heretofore not only by the eccentric policy of Francia, but by its 
interior position & its inclusion from the high seas by the mare clausum of 
Rosas is but imperfectly known even in Brazil. But it may be said to be now 
on the eve of a development. A liberal Gov^ has been established, and from 


than that of the other Americo-Spanish states, it may be expected to be more 
permanent than they have usually been. Carlos A. Lopez the correspondent 
of M' Consul Edwards, is now the President of the Republic, & I have lately 
seen from him an appeal to the Paraguayans to increase their army by 
voluntary enlistments, induced by preference in the service. The Gov? organ 
here, the Jornal, is now continuing the publication of a long paper, regarded 
as a sort of manifesto & history by authority of Paraguay, which I shall cause 
to be translated both for M' Hopkins & the Dep? of State. This will give as 
full & authentic information as I am enabled to furnish. Mark too what is 
said of Paraguay in the pamphlet sent me by Genl Guido & herewith trans- 
mitted.^ That pamphlet will give you the key to the Rosas policy. It is 
well written, though abusive of the U. States, and worth reading. England 
& France will find every word therein said respecting their joint intervention 
at the River Platte, prove true. One of its worst effects may be to drive 
Rosas into an interior or gaucho war with Paraguay & Brazil in Rio Grande. 
He, I believe, would acknowledge the independence of, & preserve peace & 
promote commerce with Paraguay, if Brazil would but assure his confidence 
in the good faith of her policy towards Monte-Video. He suspects Brazil of 
ambitious designs of annexation upon both countries, & I am afraid that he 
may be jealous of this agency from the U. States. But the proper steps 
taken, I am confident that the agency is most opportune & proper; that no 
Power could appease & modify the action of Rosas so well as the U. States. 
And if their Agent is firm & discreet, & M’' Brent plays properly the favorit- 
ism of Rosas towards him; & if the Minister here is duly instructed & em- 
powered as to the part he is to act with Brazil in connexion with the affairs of 
B. Ayres & M. Video, & with the question of mediation or armed interven- 
tion by other nations or by ourselves; and if a prompt correspondence be- 
tween all our Gov? agents in S. Eastern & Central S. America is kept up ; the 
U. States by a disinterested peaceful, impartial & just policy, may become of 
all Powers, the protectors & benifactors of the great cause of American States 
& secure a vast Extension of their commerce, without departing in the least 
from their established & wise policy of non-interference & of avoiding all 
entangling alliances, & without committing themselves to any guarantees 
which may hereafter involve or embarrass their foreign relations. . . . 

Subsequent to this I received three letters from M' Hamilton our Consul 
at M. Video, dated the 3^, the 9*^, & the 10^*^ July inst. In that of the 
3^ he says — 

‘The negotiations at B. Ayres &c. appear to have been conducted with 
much slothfulness, & we are kept in ignorance of the probable result, to the 
present moment. However, through my correspondents at B. Ayres, I have 
learned that the French & English Ministers orofferpd fct 'yyt.p.dn.at.p. Rrr Rnsjie 



recognize his belligerent rights of rigorous blockade, & he requires also that M*" 
Brent our Charge, be a party in the conference for mediation. In the first 
instance M' Ouseley exhibited a disposition to admit M’’ Brent as a co-opera- 
tor, & he had several conferences with him. The French Minister refused 
Brent’s interference, on the grounds that his instructions only contem- 
plated his acting in connexion with the British representative, since when 
Ouseley has altered his position & has taken the same ground ; and they 
have each addressed a note to M- Arana, Min: for F. Affairs, stating to him 
that prior to acting as Mediators, it was indispensably necessary that Gov- 
Rosas should suspend hostilities in the Banda Oriental, & withdraw his 
squadron from before M. Video. All this he refuses & adheres to his first 
demands. M- Brent has taken a lively interest in the affairs of Rosas, has 
advised him to dismiss both M- Ouseley & the Baron Diffaudis forthwith, 
unless they acknowledge his belligerent right of Blockade of M. Video. M' 
Brent has communicated to these functionaries that he had advised Rosas so to 
do. Thus matters stand per last account, from B. Ayres, & I am induced to 
believe from my knowledge of the stern character of Rosas, that he will not 
recede from his demands, being aware that the English & French would 
jeopardize a vast interest by making use of hostile measures. . . . &c. 
You will find an accompanying list of the numerical forces which defend 
M. Video, & also of the besiegers, by which you can judge of the safety of the 
City, bearing in mind that there are 8o pieces of heavy artillery mounted 
behind strong & well erected breast- works.” — In that of the 9*.*": he says — 
“The Comus arrived yesterday from B. Ayres & has only brought disap- 
pointment to the M. Videans. In regard to the negotiations nothing of a 
definite character had transpired. It is said that Baron Diffaudis recom- 
mends hostile measures & that M' Ouseley declines them & wishes matters to 
remain in statu quo until he receives further instructions from England. In 
the meantime unfortunate Monte Video must & will fall into the hands of 
Oribe. The Gov^ here have only twenty days provisions for the garrison, & 
when consumed have no visible means of replenishing them.” In that of 
the 10*.^ he says: — 

“A French steamer has just arrived from B. Ayres, with despatches from 
the French Admiral M' Turner the Charge, containing the information that 
on yesterday morning M' Ouseley & the Baron Diffaudis addressed a note 
conjointly to the Argentine Gov^ demanding the immediate withdrawal of 
the Argentine troops from the Banda Oriental & the naval forces from off the 
port, & have allowed the Gov^ three days for consideration & a prompt & 
final answer. . . . They have at the same time offered to mediate for the 
restoration of peace.” In a P. S. he adds:— “The above is posted up at 
the Gov^ house for the information of the public — great rejoicing to-day.” 


closed is the list of forces sent to me, by which it appears that M. Video is in 
fact in the hands of foreigners, & almost entirely defended by the French, 
Italians & Negroes. 

On the 26*^ July the Min: of F. Affairs requested another conference with 
me at i o’clock P. M. I repaired to the State Office a little before the ap- 
pointed time. I had not been seated in the ante-room long before Genl 
Guido came in hurriedly & begged to know when he could have an interview 
with me. I named 8 P. M. in the evening. He said he had an important 
note, official, which he wished me to see relating to the affairs of the River 
Plate in connexion with the U. States, & he would send it to Walsh.’- 

1 What is referred to as an official note of Sr. Guido from Mr. Wise is apparently the 
following undated, unsigned paper, enclosed with Wise’s despatch: 

[translation.] 

Brief resume, for the information of His Excellency Mr. Wise, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States, of the notes exchanged between the 
Ministers of England and France, Mr. Ouseley and Baron Deffaudis, on the one hand, 
and the Minister of Foreign Relations of the Argentine Confederation, on the other; 
and of those In reference to Mr. Brent, Charge d 'Affaires of the United States. 

Under date of May 21 Mr. Ouseley wrote to Mr. Arana officially that it resulted from 
their previous conferences that the Argentine Government 

(1) Recognizes as completely as the government of Pier Britannic Majesty the inde- 
pendence of the Oriental State. 

(2) That the government of Buenos Ayres renounces unconditionally all intervention 
in the internal and domestic government of the Oriental State. 

(3) That under certain conditions the Argentine government will effect the departure 
of its troops from the Oriental State. 

(4) That the blockade of Montevideo shall be raised, under conditions to be fixed in 
the future. 

(5) That the personal security of political refugees of all parties shall be assured, so 
far as the Argentine government Is concerned, pending and subsequent to the negotia- 
tions, which, it is to be hoped, will terminate in the pacification upon firm bases of the 
States of the Rio de la Plata. 

That, with respect to the blockade of Montevideo, the Argentine government insists 
(as a rneasure required by the dignity of an independent nation) upon its unconditional 
recognition in the most rigorous form, as the first step in the negotiations. 

The British Minister Inquires whether the Argentine government is prepared to work 
on these general bases at one time, or whether it has some later measures or conditions 
to propose. 

Mr. Arana replied on the 24th of May. 

(1) That the Argentine government had persistently and inviolably recognized the 
independence of the Oriental State of Uruguay; and that that recognition was not of 
present date or a new concession. 

(2) That in consequence of this same principle, it has never Intervened either directly 
or indirectly in the internal and domestic government of the Oriental State, or of any 
other State. 

(3) That His Excellency will withdraw the Argentine auxiliary divisions upon the 
order of the lawful President of the Republic of Uruguay, when the latter shall advise 
the Argentine government that they are not needed, without it being necessary to base 
this measure upon any condition. 

(4) That the Argentine squadron will withdraw from the blockade of the port of 
Montevideo when the same lawful President shall advise him that the work of pacifica- 
tion is concluded. 

(5) That the political refugees of all the parties have enjoyed and will continue to 
enjoy personal security in the Argentine Republic, provided they respect the government 
and the laws, it being necessary to consider this provision as a fact already established 



That he wished to prepare me by saying that the object of the Min: of F. A. 
was to confer with me touching what the U. States would do in relation to the 
affairs of Monte-Video & B. Ayres. I thanked him, & a few moments after, 
I was called to the audience with the Minister. 


of the pardon hitherto accorded them, they would find the same clemency in the pa- 
ternal sentiments of the Argentine government; but this grace is not to be understood 
as a recent concession. 

(6) That all arrangements as to the pacification of the Republic of Uruguay lie within 
the exclusive competence of the lawful President, General D. Manuel Oribe. 

, (7) That the government insists that the absolute blockade of Montevideo be recog- 
nized by the commander of the British naval station in said port. 

Mr. Arana recalls to Mr. Ouseley in the same note that the interposition of Mr. Brent, 
Charge d’Affaires of the United States, from the iith of April, had been accepted with 
deep appreciation; and that the Argentine government finds it difficult to proceed with- 
out an agreement on the matter first being reached between Mr. Ouseley and Mr. 
Brent. 

In the said note of April ri from Mr. Brent to Mr. Arana, he offers his mediation and 
good offices, and indicates that if the ultimatum of the Banda Oriental and of the 
Argentine Republic should be communicated to him, perhaps it might be in his power to 
bring about a sequel of operations which would have the most desirable results in all 
respects. [For Brent’s note of April ii, see vol. i, pt. n. — Ed.] 

On the 26th of May Mr. Arana transmitted to Mr. Ouseley the notes of the Charges 
d’Affaires of the United States, Portugal and Bolivia, in which those gentlemen re- 
quested to be informed concerning the arrival and movements of various foreign vvar- 
ships in the port of Buenos Ayres, and on the 31st of May Mr. Ouseley, in reply, begged 
to be informed whether notes of the same tenor as those which had been transmitted to 
him, had been addressed to all the Representatives or agents respectively of the foreign 
maritime nations, or only to him as British Minister. 

Mr. Arana replied to Mr. Ouseley on June 1 1 that the said note had been sent only to 
the British Minister, as Representative of the sole nation whose ships at that date were 
entering and leaving the port, but that he requested proper explanations of the authors 
of said interpellations. The Charges d'Affaires already mentioned, repeatedly re- 
quested of the Argentine government an explanation of the reason for the frequent 
entrance and departure of foreign ships of war. 

On May 28 Mr. Ouseley replied to the note of Mr. Arana dated the 24th of the same 
month, informing him that he was awaiting the immediate arrival of a Special Minister 
from France before offering some considerations upon the principles established by the 
Argentine government; but that, notwithstanding, it established, according to the 
declarations of Mr. Arana: That the Argentine Government, considering General Oribe 
as the lawful head of a foreign State, and as beyond the orders of the Government of 
Buenos Ayres, maintained Argentine troops at the order of that General only as an 
auxiliary force; and that their movements in the Oriental State of Uruguay are subject 
to the orders of General Oribe. 

With reference to the mediation of Mr. Brent, Mr. Ouseley says in the same note that 
he believes that this gentleman, although without special authorization from his own 
Government, appears to desire the same objects that the ^overnrnent of Her Britannic 
Majesty has in view; and that there will be no obstacle to his contributing to their future 
realization by his experience and personal judgment, and by the good offices which his 
position in this country qualifies him confidentially to employ. 

On J une 6 Mr. Brent asked Mr. Arana officially whether he accepted the offer of 
mediation addressed to the Argentine government on April ii, since he had received no 
official recognition thereof up to that date; and on June 10 Mr. Arana officially replied 
that his offer was accepted at once with great satisfaction on the part of the Argentine 
government, which, having welcomed it with deep and benevolent interest, acknowl- 
edged with gratitude the keen desire of Mr. Brent to see a firm peace established in the 
Republic, giving to the pending questions a solution satisfactory to humanity. 

At the same time Mr. Arana informs Mr. Brent that he has already taken some steps 


He opened by referring to the case of the John S. Bryan, & saying that the 
Min: of Finance had promised to take it up immediately, & to urge it upon 
the Chambers for an appropriation. He, then, suddenly, inquired whether 
M*' Brent had tendered to Gen^ Rosas the mediation of the U. States in the 
war with Monte Video? I replied that I unfortunately had no information 
from M*' Brent on the subject; but from information received from other 
sources I presumed that matters stood thus: — 

In the first place M'" Brent had taken strong grounds, so far as to protest 
against the armed intervention, joint or separate, of England & France in a 
war between two American States. 

In the second place he had expressed the sympathies & desires of his Gov^ 
for peace between the two powers; & had gone, perhaps, so far as to tender 
kind offices of mediation on the part of his Gov^ without committing it to any 
guarantees or responsibilities whatever. In this, I had no doubt, he would 
be sustained fully at home; for the U. S. were jealous of any forcible inter- 
ference by European Powers with American affairs, & were extremely 
anxious to see all the American states prosperously settled in permanent 
peace. 

On June 12 Mr. Brent officially requested of Mr. Arana an interview in the office of 
His Excellency, at which should be present Baron Deffaudis and Mr. Ouseley. [For 
Brent's note of June 12, see vol. i, pt. ii. — Ed.] 

The same day Mr. Arana, in compliance with the request of Mr. Brent, invited Baron 
Deffaudis and Mr. Ouseley for the 14th of the same month. 

These Ministers declined the invitation of Mr. Arana on June 13, and on the follow- 
ing day Mr. Arana so advised Mr. Brent. [Arana's note of June 14 was not found with 
Brent’s despatches. — Ed.] 

On June 17 Mr. Ouseley requested of the Argentine government the su pension of 
hostilities in Montevideo as a preliminary measure to entering into negotiations. A 
like request was addressed by the Minister of France, and on the 22^ Mr. Arana replied 
to both Plenipotentiaries — that in spite of its desire for peace, the Argentine government 
would not consider matters concerning the pacification of the Republics of La Plata, 
unless previously and as due satisfaction to the Argentine government, in fulfillment of 
international principles and laws, the absolute blockade of the ports of Montevideo and 
Maldonado declared by it should have been unconditionally recognized in a sustained 
and effective manner by the naval forces of England and France. 

Mr. Arana intimated also to the Ministers of Enp:land and France that the Argentine 
government had accepted the friendly interposition of the Charg6 d’Affaires of the 
United States, and that in such case it could not take into consideration any incident or 
circumstance connected with the pacification without the concurrence and participation 
of that American representative, because under no circumstance could it deviate from 
the loyalty of Its relations of perfect understanding with the United States. 

Mr. Arana communicated to Mr. Brent on the i8th of June the account of the con- 
ference with the British and French Plenipotentiaries [Arana’s note of June 18 was not 
found with Brent’s despatches. — Ed.], at which Baron Deffaudis explained — that the 
Charge of the Uriited States possessed no special Instructions, as did he and the British 
Minister, authorizing him to offer his mediation, any more than they had to associate 
themselves with Mr. Brent — that the government of the United States had not taken 
the matter up with those of France and England — and that consequently it was not 
possible for them to admit his participation with them in their official acts, although they 
would admit him into their confidential, private and friendly acts. 


I®.* That he would not entertain the mediation of England & France, 
joint or separate, until his belligerent rights of rigorous blockade were first 
fully recognized by both of these Powers. And 

2n^iy That when they offered to mediate, he claimed the right to intro- 
duce into the conference for adjustment of mediation, the charge of the 
U. S., or the representative of any other Power whom he saw fit to invite. 
That he had invited M*" Brent, & ths^t the Ministers of England & France had 
declined to confer in the presence of the Chargd. of the U. States. And that 
Mess'“ Ouseley & Diffaudis had, finally, notified Gen^ Rosas to withdraw 
his forces from Monte Video, & had given him three days to answer. Such 
was my information & understanding as to affairs at the River Plate. 

The Min: of F. A. then read an extract from a note — from whom or to 
whom he did not say — informing him that M”" Brent had tendered to Genl 
Rosas the mediation of the U. S. & that the latter had promptly accepted 
the offer. Upon that point, I replied, I was not informed. But, I repeated, 
I had no doubt M^ Brent would be sustained in offering his kind offices to 
terminate hostilities between two American States, without committing in 
any way his own Government. That I had received no instructions upon 
the subject, though I had written for them early after my arrival at this 
Court, & was not informed of the instructions to M*^ Brent. That His 
ExcT would see, from the communication I had made to his predecessor, 
M' Franca, in explanation of the course the U. States had pursued in reference 
to Texas, the light in which I was authorized to say to the Impl Gov^ the 
U. S. Viewed Brazil among the S. American States. That I undertook to 
say, in my private capacity, however, that the U. S. would much prefer to 
see Brazil, as the elder Sister of S. American States, leading in this mediation, 
than to witness either the mediation or the armed intervention of two Euro- 
pean Powers. That I had mentioned my surprise long ago to M*" Franga 
that Brazil did not interpose, effectually, to arrest hostilities between M. 
Video & B. Ayres, & to place all the S. Eastern States of this Continent upon 
a permanent basis of peaceful relations. That the affairs of the River were 
likely to endanger the peace & general welfare of Brazil, & that both by her 
geographical position Sc by her most important interests, she was the most 
proper power, & the most imperatively called upon to interpose for peace, & 
stronger still, she had a Convention, solemnly settled between here & B. 
Ayres, as a legitimate basis upon which to demand the right of interposition. 
The Minister seemed to desire a fuller explanation of my views, and I 
presented them to him as follows: — 

I referred him to the Preliminary Treaty of Peace between the Republics of 
the United Provinces of the River Plate & the Emperor of Brazil (see Elliott’s 
Code Vol.2^ D. concluded at Rio de Janeiro on the 28*^ of Aug^ 1828. 
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of the U. Provinces declared the Province of Montevideo separate, free inde- 

the 3^— Both parties obliged themselves to defend the independence & 
integrity of M. Video, '‘for the time 6’ in the manner that may be agreed upon 
in the definitive treaty of peace." 

By article lo*.^ Protection to M. Video was guaianteed by both Paities 
until its constitution should be sworn to Scfor five years thereaftei . Limited 
by Art. ii*!^ “to the object of the restoration of order. 

By art. 17*^ "after the exchange of the ratifications, both parties were to 
proceed to appoint their respective plenipotentiaries for the purpose of adjusting 
concluding the definitive treaty of peace which is to he concluded between the 
Republic of the U. Provinces &• the Empire of Brazil. 

By Art. 18*.^ “If, contrary to expectation, the parties should not come 
to an adjustment in the said definitive treaty of peace, through questions 
that may arise in which they may not agree, notwithstanding the mediation 
of His B. M., the Republic &■ the Empire cannot renew hostilities before the 
expiration of the five years stipulated in the art., nor even after this time can 
hostilities take place, without notice being reciprocally given, with the knowledge 
of the mediatory power, six months previously. 

By the additional art. “Both parties oblige themselves to employ all 
means in their power in order that the navigation of the River Plate, of all 
others that empty into it, may be kept free for the use of the subjects of both 
nations, for the space of fifteen years, in the form that may be agreed upon in 
the definitive treaty of peace. 

My Construction of this Convention was — 

I®.* That neither Brazil nor B. Ayres could make conquest & reacquire 
the dominion of M. Video without a flagrant violation of the l*.^ & 2**' 
articles of this Convention. 

2^ That the parties had stipulated by the 3*^ Art for protection to M. 
Video, in a mode to he limited as to time & manner by the definitive treaty of 
peace; the object of this protection, limited as to the mode by the treaty, to be;— 
the defence of the independence & integrity of the province. 

3^ That they had stipulated by the 10*?' art. for protection to M. Video, 
for the period of forming her Constitution, & for five years thereafter, un- 
limited as to the mode for that period, & limited only as to the object of "the 
restoration of order." So that two kinds of protection were stipulated. The 
one to be limited by definitive treaty of peace as to time 6* object, but not as to 
the mode. 

4*^ That the latter protection under the Convention has expired by 


just & conclude a treaty of peace, in which they are bound to stipulate the 
time & the manner in which they & each of them may “defend the independ- 
ence & integrity of M. Video. “ 

6*’^ That neither party has the right to declare or wage war against 
M. Video, so long as this stipulation for a definitive treaty of peace to point 
out the time & manner of defending the independence & integrity of M. 
Video shall remain unexecuted. And if either party has so declared & waged 
war, without the consent of the other party, that other party may, lawfully 
demand a cessation of hostilities on M. Video until this treaty of peace be 
entered upon & concluded in good faith. 

7*?* That the whole scope of this Convention obviously continues the 
umpirage of the mediator, G* Britain, until this definitive treaty of peace 
be entered upon, & adjusted & concluded in good faith. And, in case either 
party refuses to enter upon, adjust & conclude this treaty of peace in good 
faith, & continues to wage war upon M. Video in violation of the plain 
meaning of this Convention, then the other party may appeal to the media- 
tory power for interposition; or, it may give the six months’ notice for a 
renewal of hostilities. 

In case hostilities against M. Video by one of the parties be thus 
arrested by the other Party & by the Mediatory Power, then the two latter 
Powers are bound to guarantee peace ad interim to the first power as against 
M. Video until this definitive treaty of peace be adjusted & concluded. 

With this construction of right, under this Convention, Brazil was clearly 
the Power to lead in the settlement of the affairs of the River Plate. And 
the step for her to pursue was to demand of the Republic of the U. Provinces 
the cessation of hostilities until the faithftd conclusion and execution of this 
definitive treaty of peace. 

I** This course would arrest the war raging between the Republic & 
the Province of M. Video. 

2 ^ It would prevent the dangers of Brazil being involved in that war. 

3 ^ It would place the peace of the three S. American powers on a per- 
manent footing. 

It would prescribe the mode of defending the integrity & independ- 
ence of M. Video which were necessarily at hazard in the pending war. 

5 *.*^ It would fix boundaries. 

6*.** It would, of course, retire the armed intervention of European Powers. 

7*’^ It would place the mediation of England on the legitimate basis of 
conventional law. 

8*.^ It would open the trade of the Rivers of the La Platta & all others 
emptying into it, & decide all riparian rights, & might be the means of guar- 
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among neighboring American States to promote & secure peace & free- 
trade upon the basis of conventional law instead of leaving all open to the 
rapacity of European force. The U. S. could not but look upon the armed 
intervention of England & France with distrust & anxiety. The apprehen- 
sion was that something more was meant by this joint intervention than 
the peace of B. Ayres & M. Video. The River Plate & its tributaries are to 
Brazil in S. America what the great river of the Mississippi is to the U. S., 
the leading artery of the very heart of its interior. A control of that organ of 
the circulation of American trade & of the development of a mighty Ameri- 
can State such as Brazil, should nol be left to the contingencies of a settlement 
by Powers bent on commercial conquest & whose, systems are peculiarly col- 
onizing. Brazil should, by all means, seize this moment to decide many 
more important questions than that merely of the peace even of M. Video & 
B. Ayres. Her own peace is involved; her own duties to M. Video & B. 
Ayres need to be defined, her own boundaries to be settled, and the mare 
clausum of the Plate to be broken for the development of her interior, & 
Paraguay, as well as M. Video, Is to be secured in her peace & independence. 

The Minister said that Brazil had demanded this treaty of Genl Rosas, 
& he had evaded the demand. I asked whether the appeal had been made 
to the mediating Power? He said not, & asked in turn whether I would 
recommend the demand for the treaty to be made again of Gen I Rosas, or 
that the appeal should be made Instantly to the Umpire? I replied that if 
the demand had been made & refused already, Brazil, justified by the neces- 
sities of war flagrante, might notify Genl Rosas that a cessation of hostilities 
under the guarantee I have named of peace to B. Ayres from M. Video ad 
interim, was demanded, & that an appeal would be made to the mediating 
Power named in the Convention. 

This view was discussed more fully, of course, in various aspects, in order 
to its more perfect understanding & explanation. But such is a description 
of it, as impressed, I believe, on His Exc^, who seemed most favorably 
struck by it as worthy of consideration. — Here, after some allusion to other 
& minor matters, in about an hour & a half's time, the conference with him 
ended. 

At 8 o’clock P. M. Genl Guido, the Envoy of B. Ayres, came to my house. 
He signed the Convention of 1828 on the part of B. Ayres. He begged to 
know the nature & result of the interview I had with the Min : of F. Affairs. 

I informed him that having no instructions on the subject from Washington, 

I could advance and had advanced no official views whatever. That I 
had expressed my private & speculative views alone to the Minister, & as 
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understanding of the Convention of 1828 as I have described, & justified the 
propriety of the adoption of my views by Gen^ Rosas. He said that I 
perfectly apprehended the bearing of that Convention, & he would rejoice 
in nothing more than to see it executed in good faith. That he did not of 
course, foresee this war with M. Video when it was drawn, but if it had been 
drawn in reference to it, it could not have more aptly fitted the emergency 
that had arisen. He went on to explain that B. Ayres had reason to be 
jealous of Brazil. That Dom Pedro i®.* had sent an embassy to France 
years ago, the object of which was to mature & organize the policy of making 
a number of Soiith American Monarchies, especially out of the Spanish Colo- 
nies. That the overtures in that behalf, made to France from Brazil, had 
been divulged, and authentic information of them had been given to Gen I 
Rosas. That Abrantes, the present Minister of Brazil at Berlin had renewed 
these attempts at revolutionizing the S. American Republics, & that he had 
aided principally in originating this joint mission or armed intervention of 
England & France. That the object of Brazil was to extend her boundaries 
to the River Plate & to re-acquire both the Province of M. Video & the Entre 
Rios; & it had been marked by a duplicity at once inimical & faithless to the 
Republic of the U. Provinces. That as soon as armed intervention was 
established Brazil would come in at the backs of England & France & secure 
the objects of her ambition. That Genl Rosas was convinced of this, & 
that though M*' Mandevile, the late Minister of England at B. Ayres, was 
very influential, personally, with Rosas, & had written by all means to retain 
him, Genl. Guido, here, yet he had rec*^ peremptory orders to demand his 
passports, & had so announced to the Min: of F. Affairs. I urged upon him 
the impossibility of Brazil conceiving the ambitious designs imputed to her; 
that whilst I was explaining myself that day to the Min: of F, Affairs, he 
had for a moment misapprehended me as suggesting the re-acquisition of the 
province of M. Video & had repelled the idea instantly by saying that Brazil 
was bound by this Convention to defend its separate independence & in- 
tegrity. That Brazil had not the means to encourage the hope of success 
in such an undertaking. That on the other hand she had every reason to be 
more jealous of England and France & their designs in mediating or inter- 
vening, than of Genl Rosas. That their policy was to bring B. Ayres & 
Brazi 1 again into collision & to reap another harvest as before out of treaties 
generated by their feuds, & to acquire some conventional or mediatorial or 
intervening rights in the trade of the Parana Or Paraguay Rivers. That if 
Genl Rosas would only throw himself upon the Convention of 1828 with 
Brazil; — say to England & France, “I will not hear to your armed inter- 
vention or joint mediation, but I will cease hostilities if England & Brazil 
will guarantee peace to B. Ayres as against M. Video until I can settle & 


a definitive treaty of peace with Brazil, he would gain a decided advantage 
in diplomacy & an honorable peace. I considered that, whichever, Brazil 
or B. Ayres, took that position first, of demanding & insisting upon the 
execution of the Convention of 1828, would be on the vantage ground. And 
if both would fall back at once upon it, & fulfill it in good faith & amity, 
they would relieve themselves from the dangerous European toils which 
were encompassing them. I urged upon him that this course alone could 
relieve Genl Rosas from the necessities & hard conditions of this threatened 
armed intervention. That the appeal to the mediating I ower under the 
Convention, would silence arms in all hands, would certainly retire luance, 
who was most strongly inclined to arms, would limit England to peaceful 
interposition in a conventional mode, & would place the peace & prospeiity 
of American States for years to come under American Control. I promised 
to write these views, in which Genl Guido fully concurred, to Brent. 
On Tuesday last, in great haste, and in a very condensed form, I did so. 
To-day Genl Guido sent to me the accompanying pamphlet & paper as 
corroborating what he had told me respecting the policy of Brazil, & a 
message promising to make a memorandum of official despatches from B. 
Ayres for my information. 

Of all this information I have put Hopkins in possession, & I have 
endeavored to impress upon him the importance of convincing Paraguay 
that no7v, in the settlement of this war at the River, is the accepted time, 
the good season for her to acquire guarantees of /ler integrity & independence, 
& of the free trade in transitu, of the River Plate & all the rivers entering 
into it South of her boundaries. That in the latter object the interests of 
the U. States are concurrent with her own. That if B. Ayres is jealous of 
Brazil as to the re-acquisition of M. Video, so is the latter jealous of the former 
as to the re-acquisition of Paraguay. That Brazil is ready to renotmee all 
pretension's to or designs upon M. Video, would gladly do so by treaty in 
consider ating, especially, that B. Ayres will, on the other hand, renounce all 
pretensions to df designs upon Paraguay. Thus Paraguay m.'iy be peacefully 
recognized & secured in her independence. I have submitted to M*' Hopkins 
the propriety of urging upon Paraguay the policy of rigidly following the 
example of the U. States in avoiding war with her neighbors. That the 
principal strength of Paraguay at present is her abstinence from revolution 
heretofore, & her respectability & prosperity in future depend upon peace. 
That if she will but abstain from war and from intestine commotion, she 
will have the sympathy of every civilized & commercial nation on earth in 
defense of her national existence & in opening to her trade the ports on the 
Atlantic. I have requested Hopkins to say to the Pres^ of Paraguay 
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as he can the progress of his agency & information. I submit also to the 
Dep- the propriety of giving me here some general powers on all these sub- 
jects involved in the relations between Brazil, B. Ayres, M. Video & Para- 
guay. Here is the center of operations in S. America, & the President may 
be assured that the U. States has not a more important mission abroad than 
this, if properly attended to at home. It has not heretofore seemed to be 
appreciated there, or I would have rec<^ more prompt & more full notice of 
my movements. For example, I have never to this day been informed even 
whether my expos(§ to this Gov- on the subject of the annexation of Texas 
was approved or disapproved. No instructions have as yet arrived about 
the slave-trade, or the affairs of Consuls, or about our claims. I have been 
autocrat in all these matters, because I was left to the guidance of my own 
judgment alone, & because I did not choose to sit still & see the honor & 
interests of my country suffer. Now I am actually sought after, & anxiously 
called on by both Brazil & B. Ayres for advice, counsel & information on 
subjects of the highest importance affecting the deepest interests of North 
& South America, in connexion with each other & with European Powers, & 
I find myself without Counsel from my own Gov^’ — Please to guide me. Sir, 
in the best and most politic course to serve our Country. That is my sole 
object. The states in South America are worthy of our regard, you may 
depend upon it, & I verily believe that now is the very time to win them by 
no other means than those of honesty, conciliation & dignified fair-play. . . . 

With the highest respect [etc.] 
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Henry A . Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
oj State of the United States ^ 

No. 28 Rio de Janeiro, August 8, 1843. 

Sir: The Raritan frigate is off the bar Sc has sent in a boat. The accom- 
panying Copy of a letter from Hamilton ^ & Copy of a bulletin issued at 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 14. 

2 This letter from U. S. Consul Hamilton at Montevideo, from the date line of which the 
name of the month (probably July), is omitted, follows; 

Montevideo 1845- 

My dear Sir: We have just received by an arrival from Buenos Aj^res, a letter from 
our Commercial Correspondent under date I5‘l' inst. cont? the following, viz: 

“The negotiations between the Agents of Eng^* & France & this Govt are at an end — 
the Ministers will depart in a few days, we see nothing but ruin before us.’’ 

Hostilities we are assured will Commence immediately, great excitement in B. 
Ayres. Gen'.® Paz & Lopez have taken Fee, a point of vast importance to the Uni- 
tarian cause, I have no time to write particulars, but you may rest assured that the 
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Monte Video show the last advices from the River. Everett has de- 
cided, upon advice of physicians & surgeons, to return from this place to the 

U. States. . . , T 

In great haste for Cap*“ M’Keever who sails m the S* Louis tomorrow 

morning. 

Very truly & respectfully [etc.]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ’ 

[extract] 

No, 32 Rio de Janeiro, August 24, 184$. 

Sir: . . . During the last week we have rec^ very important news from 
the River Plate. A letter from our Consul at M. Video to me, dated the 
7*^ inst. says: — "On the 22^ inst. the Argentine squadron was captured and 
brought into this harbor, by the English & French, & dismantled, crews taken 
out — and it is presumed that this direct hostility is tantamount to a declara- 
tion of war against the Argentine Republic.” And he transmitted to me also 
the following copy: 

Adolphus Turner, to R. M. Hamilton, United States Consul at Montevideo 

Montevideo, A ugust j, 1845. 

Sir: I have to acquaint you that I have been informed by Rear Admiral Inglefield, 
comd°' H. B. M. naval forces on the E. Coast of S. A. that in consequence of the 
refusal of Gen'- Oribe to comply with the intimation which has been made to him by the 
British & French Admirals requiring him to suspend hostilities, a rigorous blockade will 
be established of all the ports of the Oriental Republic, which are or may be occupied by 
the troops in the service of the Argentine Gov? & that the blockade of the port of the 
Buceo has been this day established. Neutral vessels now in the port of the Buceo will 
however be permited to leave that port until the I 2 ‘!’ inst. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

The Buceo is a port a few miles to the E. of M. Video. 

Thus have England & France directly interposed by force to Compel Com- 
pliance with their dictation in affairs purely American, By the repeated 
interferences of the English & French Admirals, commencing with that of 
Com^i® Purvis in 1843, the war of the Plate has been continued for the last 
two years. For it is beyond doubt that if Brown, the Argentine Admiral, 
had been permitted to take Rat Island, years ago, when it was defenceless, 
and if the rigorous blockade had not been interrupted again & again, under 
most frivolous pretexts, Montevideo would have capitulated long ago. In 
every form, at the same time fho 17nrri:oI. .:i D. 


vacillating for years, & thereby continuing hostilities, now under pretext of 
deprecating & suppressing them, they have themselves entered into the war 
by acts of direct hostilities, in violation of the plainest principles of inter- 
national law, & in a manner, too, but to inflame its passions & to increase its 
savage barbarities. For refusing the pretended mediation, war is made upon 
one only of the parties, & the intervention by force of arms is no less partial 
than unlawful. The Blockade of the Oriental ports occupied by the allied 
arms of Oribe & of the Argentine Republic; & the capture of the Argentine 
Squadron are not the only acts of hostility towards Oribe & Rosas, whilst 
the party of Rivera is upheld & defended. No — not the party of Rivera. 
As I showed you in my last despatch, the defenders of M. Video are French 
& Italians — not one sixth — about one eighth only of the 6700 men in arms 
are Orientals. England & France, then, have interposed just at the moment 
of almost certain surrender, to uphold in fact a foreign conquest of M. 
Video by European Colonists — by men who fought in masks until not very 
long ago, they were obliged to forswear French allegiance. Rivera, in fact, 
is now here, exiled by defeat & a prisoner of Brazil in the house of the M. 
Videan Minister. These are striking facts. The joint official [note?] by Ouseley 
& Diffaudis accompanying this,’^ will show you their pretended grounds. But 
they have gone further. They are now sending arms and munitions of war 
to Paz at Corrientes, and efforts are making to enlist Paraguay in the war 
upon Rosas. — Amory Edwards Esq- arrived here on the 22^, on his way to 
Washington with despatches from M*" Brent. He & the despatches he bears 
will inform you of all more fully. The reports here against M*" Brent, circu- 
lated I am sure in part by Ouseley & his friends, have been villainous. 
Ousley has played a weak game of duplicity & fraud. He assured me sol- 
emnly & positively that he had no power to forcibly interpose. He eschewed 
the very term intervention" as one of Russian interpolation — peaceable, 
disinterested mediation for the common commerce & humanity of the world, 
was all his object, was his only end & meaning, & his only instruction. This 
he assured me of, asked me for a letter to Brent, caused me to write the 
same assurance to him — bore it himself — acted upon it so far as to confer 
with M • Brent, to an extent which I presume his despatches will disclose, & at 
last, after the French Minister Diffaudis arrived at B. Ayres, united heartily 
in the armed intervention & arrogantly denounced M"" Brent for ungentlemanly 
conduct in taking note of his previous conferences & furnishing memoranda 
to Arana, the Minister of Rosas! If God spares me ever to see Ousley, I 
will, on personal account, convince him that my opinion of his conduct to 
me was worth respecting. And I submit to Gov^ that the U. States ought 
not to look tamely on at the scenes of the La Platta. I have intimated to 



Hopkins the necessity of his pressing on to Assumption with all expe- 
dition, He will not wait longer for a steamer but will start on Tuesday, 
I have urged on him the propriety & policy of neutrality on the part of 
Paraguay. And I have urged more strongly on M' Brent to press Rosas to 
make two decisive moves : — 

I •I’ To demand the retirement of the armed intervention of the Two 
Bullies, on the ground of a cessation of hostilities with the Banda Oriental, 
until the immediate settlement of a definitive treaty with Brazil as to the 
entire peace of S. E. South America, in fulfillment of their Convention. 

2^ An immediate & spontaneous recognition of the independence of Para- 
guay with a view to secure a neutral & a friend, when there might be a deadly 
foe at a critical moment in his affairs. M*" Brent wrote me by M*" Edwards, 
saying he hoped I would keep Brazil from interfering at the River. There is 
no danger of Brazil doing so openly. She dreads Rosas & begins to be 
exceedingly jealous of England & France. I have so written to him. If 
Rosas now will only make a treaty with Paraguay, opening the rivers to her 
trade — it will be all in our favor & to the exclusion as much as possible of 
England & France. We will see how events will be developed. I wish that 
I could be authorized to declare only the real sentiments of our Gov^ to 
Brazil. — Rosas, M- Edwards says, is inclined to non-intercourse with Eng- 
land & France. This will give our trade a fair & full sweep — unless England 
& France blockade. What then ought we to say & do? . . . 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 


Rio de Janeiro, August 2y, 1845. 

Sir; . . . Since I closed my dispatches Gen* Guido, the Minister of B. 
Ayres has called on me and said that his Gov*^ had ordered him to lay before 
me the entire correspondence of the Argentine Republic respecting the 
affairs of the River Plate. I gave him my advice & counsel, which he re- 
quested me to write in the form only of a private memorandum.*^ My views 


1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 15. 

Other documents of about this date, and on to the end of the year, are in vol. 14. 

Guido, the Argentine Minister at Rio de Janeiro, enclosed 
with his No. 33, below this part, doc. 582, follows: 

Rio de Janeiro, August 27, 184.5- 
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specially announce to you now. Without disclosing any of our movements 
at all, I asked Genl Guido, after urging on him the propriety & policy of Gen* 

We will not stop either to examine the difficulties of the position of that Republic nor of 
General Rosas its Governor. — 

The question is; — 

How shall that Republic he best extricated from those difficulties and dangers which 
now beset it from the arms of the two most powerful nations of Europe? War with 
them is out of the question. It would not be politic, even if it were doubtful as to its 
results. War is what they desire and War is what the Argentine Republic should by all 
honorable means avoid. I assert: — 
i"‘ That it can honorably avoid War — 

2"‘’_ That it can, peacefully, more effectually resent and punish the Arrogant and 
Ambitious aggressions of England and France by the pen than by the sword 

How? 

There are two moves for the Argentine Republic: 

l“‘ Instantly, and without pausing upon the terms, proclaim a cessation of hostilities 
with the Banda Oriental, and demand the retirement of the armed intervention of Eng- 
land and France; demand it both of them and of the Empire of Brazil, until the Argentine 
Republic and Brazil shall consummate their preliminary Conventin of 1828, which still 
binds them to adjust and conclude the definitive treaty of peace between them which is to 
define ‘Uhe time and the manner” in which “the independence and integrity of the Prov- 
ince of Monte Video” are to be defended (See said Convention Article 17*'* and iS*) 
And call upon Brazil to fulfil that Convention forthwith by the immediate appointment 
of Plenipotenciaries for that purpose. 

Such is the first move. Brazil, I venture to say, will accede to it. This will: 

I’* Retire necessarily the armed intervention. The war between the Argentine and the 
Banda ceasing, the effect — the intervention must cease also. 

2“-'* It will secure the peace of all South Eastern South America. 

It will dispense with all European and Substitute American guarantees. 

4^'' It will define the territorial limits and secure the permanent independence of the 
Banda Oriental: secured, defended and guaranteed by Brazil and the Argentine Republic — 
The next and greatest move is; 

2nciiy Pq proclaim simultaneously with the first move, and spontaneously, the 
Independence of Paraguay; and immediately to enter upon and conclude a treaty of Amity, 
boundaries and Commerce, with that state. 

This last is most important. It will be hailed with acclamation by the United States 
and by all nations who desire to see the prosperity of American States, and to see the 
Two Domineering Powers disappointed of their prey in South America. This will — 
i".‘ Make a friend and neutral, where a foe might be expected, in the State of Para- 
guay, to General Rosas and the Argentine Republic, in this crisis. 

2".^ The Independence of Paraguay must be acknowledged sooner or later. Why not 
do it graciously, and generously, and secure Its advantages on the most fa.vorable terms 
of neutrality at this time, and of a treaty which will likely be more auspicious now than 
ever hereafter? — 

3'.** It will paralize Paz at Corrientes. 

4‘‘' It will be more advantageous to the revenues of the Argentine than If attached to 
that Republic as a province, by the tax it will yield on the trade in transitu of egress and 
ingress on the ParanA and Paraguay rivers. 

5^*“ It will above all enable the A rgentine Republic to revenge herself amply of England and 
France. How? 

On this latter point I must enlarge a little. I cite the latest, the best experience of the 
United States. Turn your eye to the Map of North America, look at its geography, and 
remember its history. 

From the extreme West running East on its northern and widest breadth is a vast 
chain of lakes. They are the boundary of the United States on the north. The 
United States, now wish not to pass farther north — 

Heading near those lakes in the north, and running nearly at right angles to the 
South, is the Mighty Mississippi river of the Interior of the Continent, with the Mis- 
souri and its other scarcely less Mighty branches from the East and the West. The 

j7. 1 /TV I. ..V KolnniToH Qnain Mnnnlpnn snafrhpH it frnm .Snain. 


Rosas' recognition of the independence of Paraguay, what the Argentine 
Republic would say to a recognition of Paraguay by the U. States the coming 
Winter? — His answer was: — “I speak to you as Guido, — not as Minister — 

o navy, and fearing that it would inevitably fall into the hands of his rival, he sold it^ to the 
United States to prevent its conquest by England. Thence, from the acquisition of 
Louisiana, may be dated the immense development of the United States. They thereby 
commanded the great internal artery of the continent. The valley of that river is now 
teeming with population, towns, villages, wealth, trade and power. Had England 
acquired or France retained its outlet, or the power to tax its trade, it is doubtful whether 
the north American Confederacy could have existed much less have arrived to the 
grandeur which the Union now exhibits, and is daily unfolding in larger and larger 
astonishing proportions. The census of the valley of the Mississippi of 1840 will show 
the magical results which this acquisition has acheived for the United States, in the 
moment, I may say in speaking of the age of a nation, of only 30 years. The results 
prove the genius of Napoleon. His sagacity and his jealousy of England gave us this 
strength to oppose her dominion over us, and snatched from her this strength to oppose 
France and all the rest of the world. 

Now turn to the Map of South America. Commencing in the extreme West, and 
running nearly due East, directly under the line of the Equator, is the great river of the 
Amazon. Near its waters in the north are the fountains of the Paranfi and the Para- 
guay rivers which run South, as the Mississippi and Missouri to the lakes of the Gulf of 
St Lawrence, nearly at right angles to the Amazon. What the Mississippi and Mis- 
souri rivers are to the North American these Parani and Paraguay rivers are to the 
South American Continent. But the correspondence ceases with physical facts. 
Though the physical geography be so strikingly similar, the political geography of the 
one continent varies very widely from that of the other. The United States run to the 
lakes, but not beyond them north. Brazil runs north beyond the Amazon. The United 
States possess and wield the whole territorial domain of the Mississippi and Missouri and 
most of their tributaries and, especially, all their outlets and ascending and descending 
trade. The territorial domain of the Parana and Paraguay, confluent in the La Platta, 
is held by no less than four different and widely differing and now dissenting and dis- 
agreeing States. 

From th.\s similarity in physical, and this dissimilarity in political geography, essential 
truths are to be evolved. The Argentine Republic, Brazil the Banda Oriental and 
Paraguay must not overlook them without expecting in a very short era of future 
time to pay the cost of so flagrant a folly — 

They ought all to see 

That they, one and all, are most deeply interested for all future time, not to allow 
England and France to grasp the outlet of the great internal arteries of the South American 
Continent. They ought, unitedly and seperately, to oppose this greatest of all European 
infringements upon American interests. They and each of them ought to submit to 
almost any temporary sacrifice to prevent this greatest and most ultimate injury to 
themselves. They ought to take the alarm at the immediate presence of danger 
more threatening to their great outlet of their interior, than ever threatened the outlet 
of the Mississippi. France and England were at War, when the United States bought 
of the C/w-ilifanwe power the Key of their valley of the Mississippi. Mark! England and 
France are now con-joint at the River Plate! It is a joint armed intervention. Guizot 
and Sir Robert Peel perfectly understand how their States lost by their broils the Key of 
the North American Continent. By their tenancy they will now if they can acquire 
the Key of the Interior of South America. When the two rogues fell out we honestly 
came to our due. That, they have found out and now they will unite for a common spoil 
of South America to make up for their irretrievable losses in South America by their 
wars! The conimand of the trade of the Plate — of the Parana — of the Paraguay — of 
the entire Interior of South America is the joint object of their joint intervention be- 
tween Buenos Ayres and Monte Video!!! That is their object; they will first acquire 
that, and then quarrel over the acquisition afterwards. But that they will acquire it not 
prevented by a timely policy. 

2ndiy 'j'jjg South Eastern South American States ought to see that their policy is peace 

W7U^4‘ ^^A A ! TTr-.. j yrr *i1. jT. 


Rosas has not the power to re-acguire the Country or to resist or prevent its 
independence — I asked: — “Would, then, the Argentine Republic take it as 
unfriendly if the U-States Minister here or at B. Ayres were to request the 
recognition?” He answered: — “My opinion is that, at this time nothing 
coming from the U. States would be rec^ as unfriendly, which was not in- 


Argentine Republic. If that be not done the Banda Oriental, with the Mare clausum 
of the La Platta, becomes a colony of England and France, a territory of foreigners 
acquired by foreign conquest. 

3^** The South Eastern South American States ought to guarrantee their own peace 
and dispense as soon as possible with European Gnarrantees. This armed intervention, 
you see, proceeds from the pretense of stipulated guarrantees. 

4*.*' It is important especially to the Argentine Republic that the Independence of the 
Banda Oriental should be defended, because nothing less than that_ Independence will 
preserve the balance of power between that Republic and the Empire of Brazil. The 
Interior of Brazil must pass through the Parana and Paraguay to get to the Ocean. 
If Brazil holds the mouth of La Platta and one bank of the rivers, she may control the 
Argentine Republic. If not, she is dependent upon the Republic for egress and ingress 
to and from the Interior. The Independence of the Banda Oriental is a mutual check. 

The Argentine Republic ought to perceive and bear in mind that she has the 
vantage ground of riparian rights — Paraguay holds one bank of each of two rivers. 
The Banda Oriental holds one bank of the outlet of the great La_ Platta. Brazil holds 
the Sources — The Argentine holds Ambi-Riparian rights — ^both sides of the rivers for a 
great extent and one bank of the great outlet — What then? Let the Argentine then 
make use of this with effect by — 

l“.‘ Being liberal to Paraguay and Brazil. Let her treat with both on generous 
terms, allowing all the growth manufactures or products of Brazil and Paraguay to 
descend the Rivers — paying only a moderate duty on the trade in transitu. Let this 
be moderate — The more moderate, the more trade — the more trade, the more revenue 
to the Argentine. 

2"-'* Let the Argentine reserve to her own tariff of duties the rate of taxation on the 
ascending trade passing through her territorip. She iriay say who may pass — what tax 
they who pass shall pay. She may discriminate against England and France. And 
thus she may reach them — thus she may be redressed— thus she may touch their more 
tender nerve — the nerve more tender than that of their Soldier’s Skin — the nerve of 
their commerce — their pocket nerve!! thus she may punish their usurpation more se- 
verely by the pen of proclamation of peace and of treaty with Brazil, and Paraguay, 
than by her own gooa sword. I urge therefore the moves; 

To proclaim peace with the Banda Oriental and the demand of the execution of 
the Convention of 1828 with Brazil. 

2”'* To proclaim the Independence of Paraguay and to negotiate forthwith a treaty of 
friendship, boundary and Commerce with her. ^ „ r. , * • r 

These are the moves to extricate not only the Argentine but all South America from 
the toils of England and France. These look to the great future, throwing aside petty, 
personal, and Minor present interests. These jiromote peace and commercial pros- 
perity. These strike the efficient blows of scientific statesrnanship and of a system of 
national and continental policy for South America and against European domination. 
These will be approved by all other European Powers, except England and France, and 
will be hailed with welcome plaudits by all American States who are disinterestedly but 
anxiously looking on for the present and ultimate triumph of the Great Am^ican C^se. 

I beg you then to urge these moves on General Rosas as I shall upon Brent "This 
is mere private advice. I cannot speak officially. I speak only as man sod American. 
The United States cannot interpose, I can only advise— Lastly General Guido ought 
not by every consideration, to depart from this Court at this time. On the ground^ of 
peace and conciliation, the Imperial Government ought to decline to consent to give 

him his pass-ports. , . . ^ ^ '4. • 

Such is but a skeleton of a sketch of my private views: take it for what it is worth, 

nrtiVle of the convention of 1828 refers to the trade of the River Plate 



tended to be so; and I think that a recognition of Paraguay by the U. States 
would be approved by the Argentine Republic. 

. This I regard as a private & friendly note & I beg you so to consider 
it, except the extract as to interview with Guido. 


580 

Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to Antonio Paulino L, de 
'Abreu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil ^ 

Rio de Janeiro, September 3, 1843. 

The undersigned in accordance with his promise to His Excellency the 
Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on the Instant now 
incloses a copy of his private Memoranda ^ prepared at the request of His 
Excellency General Guido on the policy of the Argentine Republic in respect 
to the armed intervention of England and France in the Affairs of the River 
Plate. 

The undersigned trusts that His Excellency will regard this as intended to 
be a mere brief oi his own private, individual and unofficial, views; and that 
His Excellency will see nothing in them but an anxious desire to promote the 
permanent peace and prosperity of South American States, and to recom- 
mend a system of policy calculated to prevent and counteract a European 
interference, dangerous alike to their harmony, their commercial interests, 
their political power and influence, and their national independence. Know- 
ing the deep interest which the United States feel in the general welfare of 
South America, and the jealousy of European interference in American Af- 
fairs, which, under every administration, they have always manifested, the 
undersigned cannot but be watchful of this armed intervention by England 
and France. He feels no little apprehension respecting the now threatened 
occupation by these Powers of the Island of Martin Garcia, which commands 
the whole trade of the La Platta and its confluents. He therefore hopes 
that he will be excused for enquiring for the information of his Government 
whether the Imperial Government is informed of any object of this joint 
armed intervention by England and France beyond the suppression of hos- 
tilities between the Banda Oriental and the Argentine Republic? — And 
whether the Imperial Government has reason to apprehend that England 
and France or either of them intend to seize, occupy, or hold, jointly or 
seperately, any portion of the territory of either the Banda Oriental or the 
Argentine Republic? — And in the event that they or either of them do ac- 

tliallv hnM 


wuciLAuu miu Luxisent oi Draziir or, wnerner orazii win 
protest against and oppose such seizure occupation or possession? — These 
enquiries are made without in the least doubting the faithfulness of the 
Imperial Government to the true American policy, and with no other object 
or intention than that of giving to the President of the United States the 
most authentic information and assurances — 

The undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 
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Henry A . Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

No. 33 Rio de Janeiro, September 6, 1845. 

Sir: On the 25*.** ultimo His Excellency General Guido, Envoy &c of the 
Argentine Republic, called to say that he was instructed to lay before me, as 
Envoy of the United States at this court, all the correspondence of his 
Goverm^ in relation to late events at the River Plate. He described and 
discussed pretty fully the character of that correspondence, and said that, as 
soon as copies could be made, they should be furnished. The copies are not 
yet complete, but will soon be transmitted to your Department. Being thus 
formally called on for my views, I hesitated not to present them; but dis- 
claimed from the beginning, that they should be considered as anything 
more than my own private and unofficial opinions upon subjects as to which 
I had no instructions and no part to act. I commenced by acknowledging a 
due sense of the compliment paid to the United States by the Goverm- of the 
Argentine Republic in seeking the counsel of their Minister here; and, per- 
sonally, I would endeavour to return it by presenting the results of my 
soundest judgment and gravest reflections, on the subjects submitted, for the 
consideration of General Rosas. After giving and pretty fully illustrating 
my views of the true policy of Argentine Republic, General Guido seemed so 
pleased with them as earnestly to request written memoranda. I consented 
to present him with a confidential brief and concluded by asking him 
pointedly: — “Would the Argentine regard it as unfriendly on the part of the 
United States should they, at the coming session of Congress, recognize the 
Independence of, and appoint a diplomatic representative to the State of 
Paraguay — ”? He replied that he could only express confidentially his 
private sentiments on that subject. That, thus understood, he was em- 
phatic in the sentiment that Paraguay should be acknowledged : that time, 
and inability to subdue that State, had clearly established already her right 
In rprnrrmVpd. find he thoue-ht it the undoubted policy of General Rosas to 
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proclaim her independence. On the 28*." Ultimo I sent to General Guido a 
brief of the Memoranda of the views expressed to him on the 25*?* a copy of 
which is inclosed marked “ A”— ^ These Memoranda speak for themselves, 
and you will gratify me very much by saying whether they are approved, and 
whether I acted properly in presenting them at all under the circumstances? 
The letters from Hamilton assure me that General Rosas, to the surprise 
of every body, sacredly regarded the persons and property of English, French 
and all foreigners in Buenos Ayres. And the last advices contain a proclama- 
tion by him, declaring a general Amnesty to all his internal enimies, the 
Unitarians, restoring to them their confiscated rights, and inviting them 
back to their homes, and pledging them protection and security. This, his 
true policy, has excited no little sympathy in his behalf, and taken the armed 
intervention aback. No less than 1500 foreigners in Buenos Ayres have 
formally protested against the armed intervention by England and France — 
The enclosed copies, marked— “B,”, from the letters of Hamilton will 
give you the particulars of the latest news.^ By the by, ought we not to 

I Above, this part, doc. 579, note 2. r. r-. , tt •, 1 • 1 

* The following are the pertinent portions of two letters from U. S. Consul Hamilton which 
were enclosed with this despatch from Wise: 

Private Montevideo, August 10, 184$. 

My Dear Sir. . . . The Argentine Govern* having refused to accede to the require- 
ments of the English and French Ministers viz to withdraw its troops from the Oriental 
territory and its Naval Forces from the Waters of Monte Video the latter Functionaries 
demanded and received their pass-ports on the i“* Inst, and embarked for Monte Video 
where they arrived on the aH"* a few hours after which Admiral Brown in Command of 
the Argentine Naval Forces near this port consisting of one Ship two Brigs and two 
Schv got under way with the intention of proceeding with them to Buenos Ayres when 
they were immediately fired upon by the English and French Vessels of War the Squad- 
ron struck their flags and surrendered as captives to a superior force they were then 
taken possession of as prizes to the combined Naval Forces of England and France and 
brought into this port and dismantled and subsequently the Crews were all taken out 
and the English and American Seamen were landed here. Admiral Brown his officers 
and Argentines were conducted to Buenos Ayres in the "Fire Brand” Steamer of 
Americans there are about 30 landed in this beseiged city without the means of sub- 
sistence and are dependant on this Consulate for the necessaries of life had I been aware 
of the intention to land them here I would have endeavoured to prevent it and would 
have requested the landing of them at Buenos Ayres where our Consul could have pro- 
vided them with passage home the Boston has taken a few of them the rest are on my 
hands at the expense of our Government and interrupting me every moment while at 
my desk. The Capture of Brown’s Squadron appears to me to have been a high handed 
and premature measure and smells strongly of the Copenhagen Affair — The British 
Ship of War the “ Comus” as is customary fired a shot ahead of the Admirals Ship not so 
with the French Brig " Basses” [Dassas?] which crossed the Stern of Brown and fired a 
raking broadside xn/o him the Admiral B. complains bitterly of such unnecessary and 
unexpected hostility on the part of the latter the shot entered his cabin windows and 
sweeped his “tween decks” but all his men being above escaped injury. 

I enclose you a very interesting paper received yesterday from the "Camp” of 
^neral Oribe containing the official letters of Admirals Inglefield and Lain6 to General 

Onbe and the answer of the latter thmucrh hla .^epretcirxr rtf Frtf-elorn 


ernment could not find a fitter person than the gentleman, M- Hamilton, 
who now so faithfully and ably discharges the duties of the Consulate there. 
I beg pardon for obtruding my recommendation, but you may rely on it. Sir, 
that the interests of the United States would be greatly subserved by making 
Hamilton Charg6 de Affairs at Monte Video, as soon as it can be done. 
Such is not only my opinion, but that of our leading Commercial men here. 
He has been keeping a regular journal, a good history, in fact, of events at 
the River for years. Having forwarded it to me, from time to time, as a 
private paper for my use which I have found of great service, I have requested 
him to send a copy of it, complete, to the Department of State. It is some- 
what tinged with the Montevidean coloring, but is more full and accurate in 
its statement of events than any other source of information I know of. The 
most important information in his last letter to me is that of the threatened 
seizure of the isle of Martin Garcia which lies at the Confluence of the Parand 
and Uruguay rivers, and commands the whole trade of the La Plata and of 


channel of ‘‘ Martin Garcia” to obstruct, the navigation of the Parani and Paraguay 
Rivers and that so soon as he heard of the capture of his squadron he instantly ordered 
some four or five vessels more to be sunk for same purpose we have not yet heard of any 
outrages being committed on the persons or property of Foreigners at Buenos Ayres 
but they are anticipated the probability is that Rosas will place an Embargo on all 
British and French property and issue a Decree of Non-Intercourse with those nations 
if so a Blockade of Buenos Ayres and War will be the result to the great injury of the 
foreign Merchants. 

The “ Firebrand ” Steamer is looked for hourly from Buenos Ayres with the hope that 
there may be something favorable from Rosas if not active hostilities on the part of the 
English and French will be brought into operation the storming and taking “Martin 
Garcia” is talked of as the first step it is strongly fortified and garrisoned with Eight 
hundred men and commands the entrance of all the tributary streams to the River Plate 
consequently of vast importance if taken the obstructions in the channel placed by Rosas 
can soon be removed when the upper provinces at War with Rosas will be enabled to 
find a market for their produce at Monte Video and thus a valuable trade will be opened 
to the Commercial comunity at this beseiged city and the efforts of Oribe to prevent it 
paralized. . . . 

I am. Sir, very truly [etc.]. 

Private Montevideo, August 17, 1845. 

My Dear Sir: We had been waiting with intense anxiety the last ten days for an 
arrival from Buenos Ayres in expectation of some important news and last evening the 
“Fire-Brand” made her appearance but nothing particularly interesting was brought 
by except that all was perfectly tranquil and that foreigners in general placed great 
confidence in Rosas that he would not suffer the slightest outrages to be perpertrated 
on their persons or property this may be looked upon as a matter of policy on his part 
whereby the smpathy of other nations may be attracted to his cause. 

I am under the impression that the Agents of England and France do not intend to 
direct their hostilities any further (After capturing the squadron) against Buenos Ayres 
but will confine their operations to Oribe and his Army all the sund^ small ports m his 
possession will be strictly Blockaded with the view of cutting off his supplies. 

Browns Squadron yet remains in this harbour dismantled it is said however the two 
Schv will be fitted out immediately under English colors and used for blockading pur- 

^°renclose you herewith the “British Packet containing a furious publication in regard 
to the course persued by the English and French Admirals you must bear in mind that 
• j ^ fiTirlor mn^Tniil nf 'Rnfias who revises it. 


the Interior of South America — Therein lies the whole secret of this armed 
intervention by England and France. Calling on the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, on Tuesday the 2“.'^ Inst I informed him that I had just heard of the 
probable occupation of this island by the armed intervention ; that it excited 
my apprehensions; that I had, at the request of General Guido furnished him 
with ray private views long ago expressed to him the Minister; that the 
United States representative at Buenos Ayres M*' Brent had urged upon me 
the policy of neutrality on the part of Brazil; but if England and France 
proceeded to occupy posts commanding the whole trade of South America, 
Brazil would have to do more than to be neutral and the United States would 
undoubtedly have a word to say in the way of protest and remonstrance. 
The Minister replied, most earnestly, that he desired to be furnished with a 
copy of my views as presented to General Guido; that I might assure M- 
Brent of the strictest neutrality on the part of Brazil; and that the Imperial 
Goverm- desired nothing more than a definitive treaty of permanent peace 
with the Argentine Republic, which would retire all intervention and settle 
all the difficulties of the four South Eastern South American States; and that 
Brazil would never acquesce in the armed intervention of England and 
France farther than they were justified by Conventional and international 
law to interpose for the immediate suppression of raging hostilities. As I 
left the Office of Foreign Affairs I met General Guido and informed him of 
what I had said and of what assurances I had obtained ; and inquired whether 
he had any objection to furnishing the Minister of Foreign Affairs with my 
Memoranda to him. He approved of my doing so. Consequently, on the 
4*.*^ Inst, I sent to His Excellency the Minister a copy,’^ and also forwarded 
copies to M^ Hamilton, at Monte Video, and to M^ Brent, at Buenos Ayres. 
My object has been to prevent jealousy, and war perhaps, between Brazil 
and the Argentine Republic; to cease hostilities at the River between the 
latter and the Banda Oriental; to, thereby, retire the armed intervention of 
England and France; to obtain the proclamation of the independence of 
Paraguay, and the permanently adjusted peace, and boundaries and trade 
of all South Eastern South America; and, by all means, to secure advantages, 
at all events equality, to the Commerce of the United States. You will see 
and say whether I have gone the right way to work out these desirable ends. 
You may be assured that we now stand on the best possible footing with all 
the South American Powers in this section of the continent. Please instruct 
me on these great subjects. . . ? 

With the highest personal and official regard [etc.]. 

» For his note of transmittal, see above, this part, doc. 580. 

* The omitted portion relates to claims and other matters not pertinent to this publication. 



General Tomds Guido, Argentine Minister to Brazil, to Henry A. Wise, United 

States Minister to Brazil ^ 

D. Confidential Rio de Janeiro, September 14, 1843. 

I am very unwilling to trouble your Exc? at present while in such distress 
on account of the illness of your child, but Your ExcY will appreciate my 
official duty and excuse this letter. 

Yesterday it was understood that M”" Hamilton had determined, by a 
species of agreement with the Commanders of the "Racer,” the "Grecian,” 
the "Resistance” & the "Cyclops,” English vessels of war, to send to 
Montevideo & place at the disposal of the British Admiral on that station the 
English regiment 45 which had arrived in this harbour on its way to the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

This intelligence is confirmed by the journals of to-day; & all the informa- 
tion which I have obtained from respectable persons who are in communion 
with Hamilton goes to corroberrate the statement. 

I need not offer any reflections to Your ExcY upon the importance of this 
event. Y our Exc’f is well aware that whatever may have been the origin of 
this measure, its object is the consolidation of English influence in Monte- 
video, whilst it must give fresh provocation to the national exasperation of 
the Republics of the Rio de la Plata. 

For my part, I have called the attention of S- Limpo de Abreu to 
the matter both confidentially & officially. I know not how the Cabinet of 
Brazil in presence of the preliminary convention of peace of 1828, can mis- 
understand the subject, and still less do I understand how that can be called 
national authority which exists in Monte Video under foreign bayonets, or 
how the Empire can maintain diplomatic relations with it in defiance of the 
national sentiment of the Republic of Uruguay, which resists in mass the 
unjust aggression of the maritime Powers of Europe. 

I presume that your Exc?' is already informed of the attempt of the Com- 
mander of the Grecian to fit out steamers in this port for the Rio de la Plata, 
& that the " Paranapitaya ” has been hired for 4 months. There seems to 
me no rashness in supposing that these vessels are destined for the naviga- 
tion of the Parand & the Uruguay, in spite of the absolute right of the 
riparian States to forbid traffic there to foreigners. 

The noble interest which Your ExcY takes in the independence & welfare of 
the States of America, & particularly of my country, does not permit me to 
doubt that you will give your attention to this new circumstance ; and above 
all, I have deemed it my duty to mention to your Exc?" what I had represented 
to S- Limpo in regard to the direction of the English troops. 


I will call upon Your Exc7 at my earliest leisure & make my acknowledg- 
ments of the esteemed note which accompanied your important memorial & 
at the same time furnish Y. E. with copies of the correspondence between my 
Gov^ & the intervening Ministry of England & France, the contents of which 
I have already communicated to Your Exc?^. 

I have [etc.]. 
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Henry A . Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 34 Rio de Janeiro, September 26, 1845. 

Sir: ... I transmit also the copy of a letter marked “C,” I have just 
rec^ from M*- Consul Hamilton, at Montevideo,^ showing his efficiency in 


» Despatches, Brazil, vol. 14. 

* The pertinent portion of the letter from Consul Hamilton follows: 


Private 


Montevideo, September 2, 184s. 


Esteemed Sir: ... I mentioned in my last communication that the Argentine 
Squadron had been dismantled in this port, since when, the Vessels (with the exception 
of the ship) have all been refitted for service by the English & French, two of them a 
Brig & Schi have been added to the Flotilla of this Gov‘ under the Oriental Flag the 
balance have been divided between the English & French, under the respective flags of 
those nations; On the aS'-** ult? the Flotilla of this place, consisting of light schooners 
with pivot guns, and two Brigs, departed on an expedition up the River, under the 
command of Garibaldi, an Italian of great experience & bravery, the Steamer Firebrand 
with Admiral Inglefield on board, & several other English & French ships of War, 
accompanied the Flotilla, taking with them some fifteen hundred men, English, French, 
Orientals & Italians, the object of this expedition is said to be the taking possession of 
Colonia, Mercedes & other small ports which are occupied by Argentine troops, under 
the command of Oribe, as also to open the Parana & Uruguay for commercial purposes; 
we are yet ignorant of the result, nothing having arrived from Colonia since the de- 
parture of the Fleet. 

I enclose a Copy of a Decree published at Buenos Ayres 27^? ult? [Below, this foot- 
note. — Ed.] forbidding all intercourse with the Vessels of War of England & France — 
Gen! Rosas is aware of the disposition made of his squadron, but remains tranquil for the 
present, on the score of retaliation; some five or six vessels with cargoes averaging 
£30,000 each, destined for B. A- from Liverpool, are daily expected to arrive, & I am 
under the impression that he is waiting for this augmentation to the British interests in 
B. A? when, like the Crouching Lion, he will spring upon his prey & hold it as indemnity 
for the hostilities practised on his squadron & then decree a non-intercourse in general 
with France and England-^this is mere supposition on my part, “Veremos.’” The 
Montevideo Gov! (in imitation of the English & French) published a Decree on the roV’ 
ult“ declaring all the ports of the Republic which were occupied by the enemy, uncfer 
rigorous Blockade, from the date of said Decree; Maldonado is at present Blockaded by 
H. B. M. Ship Comus, & the Buceo by the French Brig " Pandor,” & the flotilla of Mon- 
tevideo will probably attend to the minor ports of the Uruguay. 


September 5 ^ 

A French Brig arrived last evening from Colonia, bringing the intelligence of the 


Oriental; & the progress of the armed intervention — which should now be 
called the armed invasion by England & France of the Argentine Republic. 
They have taken Colonia & evidently mean to occupy the islands & other 
positions commanding the trade of the Parana, Uruguay & Paraguay rivers. 

For the last few months my youngest son had been in a very weak state, 
and about the beginning of this month he sank so suddenly that I appre- 
hended his death every moment for a week. Watching his couch, a great 
deal of fatigue and breach of rest prostrated me also, & not until the last few 
days have I been able to think of work. During my sickness, I rec^ from the 
Buenos Ayres’ Minister, Genl Guido, a note in Spanish of which the inclosed 
marked “ D ” is a rough translation.^ I could not attend to its subject at the 
time; & being still unwell, I sent M*' Walsh, on Tuesday the last Audience 
day, to confer with the Minister of Foreign Affairs; — 1®.‘ As to the John S. 
Bryan & other claims of the U. States: — 2^ — As to the subject of Brazil 
allowing England to fit out steamers in her ports for the war at the Plate, & 
the necessity of strict neutrality on the part of the Imp! Gov^ — 3^ As to the 
views presented by me to Genl Guido on the true policy of Genl Rosas at 
this crisis, copies of which have been sent home & to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. On Wednesday, the 26^’^, Mr Walsh reported to me by note of 
which the inclosed marked "E” is a copy.^ From this you will see that the 

place, & it will be made a very stronghold, under the direction of English & French 
Engineers, several persons Eng'.‘ & French, residents of Colonia & its vicinity, have been 
made Prisoners & sent some few leagues into the interior, by the “ Blancos,” & it is much 
feared that they will fall victims to their vengeance. Beleive me [etc.]. 

The blockade of B.A? is likely to ensue shortly — 

H. A. Wise EsV 

Decree of the Government of Buenos Ayres 

[translation.] 

Buenos Ayres, August 27, 1845. 

In consequence of the offensive, and hostile proceedings of the Naval forces of H. B. M.& 
of H. M. the King of the French, against those of the Argentine Confederation, and their 
coersive aggressions against the Republic, and in precaution of the consequences that 
may ensue, which the Government is sincerely desirous of averting, it has resolved, and 
Decreed ; 

Art i‘.‘ All kind of communication direct, or indirect, with the Vessels of War of 
FI. B. M. and of H. M. the King of the French, in this port, in those of the province, & on 
its coasts, and in the ports, and on the coasts of the Republic, is for the present, and 
until otherwise ordained, prohibited. , , r» 1 • 

Art 2. Any person contravening the foregoing resolution shall suffer the Penalties 
which the Government may deem proper to inflict, according to the circumstances of 
the case.” 

> See above, this part, doc. 582. 

2 The pertinent portion of Mr. Walsh’s note to Minister Wise follows: 

September 24, 1845. 

Dear. Sir: . . . The paper given to Gen? Guido he had attentively read, but he 
thinks it is too late to hope for the withdrawal of England and France, whatever may be 
cAnni-oA hv Pnaa’s Hi.a fionviction evidentlv is that thev intend to keep 
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Minister of Foreign Affairs concurs fully in my apprehensions as to the real 
designs of England & France. What Doria said in respect to Rivera was 
surprising to me. Walsh tells me this morning, however, that it is 
greatly doubted whether it can be correct. The appropriation for the J. S. 
Bryan claim is made & it “will be paid forthwith.” The answer as to the 
other claims, you see, is in the same key of the gamut. 

By letter dated Sept^ 12*.^ Hopkins had reached as far as Rio Grande. 
He had a long passage from Rio de Janeiro to that place. He would proceed 
to Rio Pardo by steamer the next week. He says his journey is surrounded 
by difficulties almost insurmountable. He has, however, an excellent guide ; 
& hopes to be in Assuncion in 20 days from Rio Pardo. He adds; “ Bolivia 
has recognized the independence of Paraguay.” 

I am very weak & must conclude, [etc.]. 
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Henry A . Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

Rio de Janeiro, November 24, 184^. 

Sir: . . . When Edw*^ A. Hopkins, the agent of the U. States for 
Paraguay, was here, he addressed to me a letter & account with the U. States 
of which the inclosed marked “K” are copies.^ I hope that by this time he 
is there, & I regret deeply that he was not there some months previous ; for 
yesterday the official Journal of Rio de Janeiro, announced the news, via Rio 
Grande, that Paraguay had perpetrated the egregious & fatal folly of entering 
into a treay offensive & defensive with Corrientes, and had stipulated to 
furnish an army of 10,000 men to be placed under the command of Genl Paz 
in the war against Rosas or the Argentine Republic. This news seems to be 
too authentic & positively stated not to be true, & yet it is so bad for the 
prospect of Paraguay that I would willingly doubt it. If it be true, it should 
postpone the recognition of her independence by us, until it be established by 
the result of successful war. England & France, I apprehend, have incited 
Paraguay to this suicidal step, &, if it has been taken, they, I have no doubt, 
have supplied in part the means of hostilities. A universal war in S. Eastern 

if they must. The Montevidean minister, kept me waiting nearly an hour in the ante 
room so that S°'^- Limpo must have been pretty full of the subiect bv the time I was 



S. America but promotes their policy of plunder & aggrandizement. We 
have heard but little of the movements at the River Plate since their seizure 
& occupation of Martin Garcia. They are obviously bent on commanding 
the outlets & inlets of the Interior of all South America; & every day’s events 
but confirm the views of my memorandum ^ prepared for Genl Guido & 
heretofore forwarded to the Dep*“ of State here & at home. I send you a 
pamphlet containing the “Declaration of the Blockade of B. Ayres’’ by M' 
Ouseley & Baron Diffaudis. This declaration is baseless ; there is no founda- 
tion for it in the conventions & treaties to which it refers. But even if there 
were grounds & good grounds for mediation, or armed intervention, or war; 
yet either of the two latter alternatives would have to be pursued by the 
respective Sovereignties ^ not by their Ministers ex meri motu. A war, in fact, 
carried on by two joint intervening Ministers, as they are called, against a 
third power, whilst by treaty & without any declaration whatever to the 
contrary, the respective National Sovereignties are in a state of profound 
peace, is an anomaly in present unparalleled in past history. It raises 
singular & unprecedented questions for neutrals to decide in defence of their 
Commerce, in cases where actual war rages & no war in any legitimate form 
exists. I should not like to be either M- Brent or the Commander of the 
U. States Naval forces at the River Plate, because responsibilities might be 
thrown on me which I should reluctantly but surely take at all hazards if 
there were no instructions to the contrary. . . . 

Hoping that this despatch may fill the chasm of my late silence, I have the 
honor [etc.]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 36 Rio de Janeiro, December 16, 1845. 

Sir: ... By the accompanying 4 ® you will see, Sir, that the invasion 
of the armed Intervention at the River Plate has commenced in bloody 
earnest. England & France to prevent Rosas from cutting the throats of 
tens have humanely intervened to slay hundreds, if not thousands, of the 
devoted Argentines. God grant that these may be the last victims sacrificed 
to that lust of dominion which the Two Powers have so vainly attempted to 
cloak under the other names of mediation & intervention; or that their 
sacrifice may propitiate the fates of S. America to preserve her from the ten- 

j ; f fir armc! T+ is rpmarknhlp that so 


much damage was done to the French, in comparison with that done to the 
English, unless we note the fact that the guns of the Argentine batteries were 
worked by Englishmen, as stated by the letter of the English officer whose 
report is inclosed. Note too, that the dead & wounded were almost entirely 
negroes. Rosas will make them & all the rabble meet the front of the inva- 
sion first, & then he will bring up his chosen & 61ite forces. The latter, the 
English & French can never conquer on the land. But the navigation of the 
rivers they will open, & they will monopolize their trade to compensate them 
for the cost of conquest. I fear they will or may obtain some pretext of 
monopoly from Paraguay, in consideration of recognizing & giiarranteeing 
her independence. The negroes were repeatedly, after evacuating, driven 
back to the batteries by the regulars of Rosas in the rear, & when they finally 
fled from the storming party of the English there was an actual skirmish 
between them & the troops at their backs to compel them to return to the 
guns. This is singular warfare for this age of the world! 

N° 5 Ms a collection of the Diplomatic Correspondence between the 
Banda Oriental & the Argentine Republic. You will find in its perusal, Sir, 
that the diplomacy of M*" Ouseley, especially, has been alike tainted by 
duplicity & fraud, & diluted by weakness & folly. His blunders, & the bully- 
ing of the French have left the policy of England & France warningly naked 
to the eye. They have insulted M*" Brent by returning to him his Protest 
ag- the blockade, unanswered, simply endorsing it “received,” 8c making a 
point to send it back to him by a Post Captain of the British Navy. But the 
best of it is that, according to M*' Hamilton (Con. at M. V.) the Two Powers 
are themselves ready to quarrel already with each other. They are urging 
Brazil to join, & reproaching the Brazilian Gov^ for not joining the armed 
Intervention. I, with the Russian Minister, Lomonosoff, have succeeded 
thus far in prevailing on Brazil to maintain the strictest neutrality. And, 
indeed, M"" L. de Abreu is very jealous already of the ultimate de- 
signs of the Intervention. I have essayed all means to impress upon him, as 
I would most earnestly, on my own Govh the important reflection that the 
last grand development of unexplored country upon earth is the Interior of S. 
America. The command of its trade, the richest of the world now in pros- 
pect, is a magnificent prize of acquisiton ; & the Parana & Paraguay rivers are 
the life-flowing veins & arteries of its outlet & inlet. England has Martin 
Garcia by conquest. She now holds the mare clausum with arms in her 
hands,— will she ever relinquish it? A thousand pretexts will prolong her 
holding on with all the mighty grip of her “lion seeking” what profits of 
dominion & trade he may next ‘ ' devour. ’ ’ The cost of the war for peace will 
all be counted, somebody must pay it before G* Britain restores the conquest, 
& what nation of Ga iirVios will 
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equality of commercial privileges; but the armed intervention has brought 
nothing but war & devastation instead of peace, & is our commerce not in 
danger of losing its equal privileges by the British & French arrangement 
of the affairs of South Eastern S. America? If not before, next to the Oregon 
question, the issues of the River Plate are the most important to the U. 
States. Trying to convince you of the importance of the subject I leave its 
treatment in your hands.*^ . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Henry A . Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 37 Rio de Janeiro, December 23, 1845. 

Sir: The frigate Congress, Comm**™ Stockton, arrived here day before 
yesterday, bringing the original of your despatch N® 18. — I had before rec^ 
& answered its duplicate, which arrived here in the Courier. The Congress 
was 52 days on her passage. 

Friday last I sought an interview with S- de Abreu & called his attention 
to the obligations of the U. States under the 9*.*^ Art. of our treaty with Eng- 
land of 1842, according to your instructions. I was special in a disclaimer 
of any intention to interfere with the domestic policy of Brazil at all & desired 
to be understood only in the sense of making a separate friendly representa- 
tion of the desire of the U. States that Brazil should by her own mean^ & 
in her own way arrest the foreign slave-trade to her dominions, & destroy 
the market for slaves from Africa in her territory. He made a note of my 
representations which, in all respects, I endeavored to make conformable 
to your instructions, & evidently rec'^ the same without displeasure or the 
semblance of objection. Our interview on other topics was continued to 

» The omitted portion is not pertinent to this publication. A copy of the following letter 
from U. S. Consul Hamilton at Montevideo was found enclosed with Wise’s despatch, though 
not mentioned in it: 

Montevideo, November zg, 1845. 

My dear Sir: A hard battle has taken place, between the combined forces of England 
& France, and the Buenos Ayrean batteries, some short distance above the "boca*” 
of the Parana, and Uruguay, I have merely time to enclose you the Bulletin just pub- 
lished leaving you to get it translated; the statement given you may rely upon as 
correct, the News having been brought hither by a British Officer, from the Parana; 
War has now regularly commenced, God only knows how, and when it will end, Lieut 
Doyle not mentioned in the Bulletin, is desperately wounded, and probably dead — 
Yours most truly. 

* Despatches, Brazil, vol. 14. 
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some length. He asked for my news of affairs at the River Plate. I related 
to him my information of the battle of the Parana, told him of Brent’s 
protest & the insult to him by Ouseley & Diffaudis, & brought to his consid- 
eration the question of their requiring bonds of American vessels at Monte- 
video before allowing them to sail to ports of Brazil, & urged upon him that 
his Gov- was interested as we were in opposition to such bonds. He said 
that question was referred to the Council of State. I replied that it could be 
no question with Brazil because when she formerly, during her war with B. 
Ayres, had demanded such bonds of our vessels, it was resisted by the U. 
States & indemnities were paid therefor by Brazil. The latter would not 
surely allow her commerce to be interrupted by the same means for which 
she had indemnified other powers. But, I said, it is currently reported that 
England & France are pressing upon the Imp I Gov^ to unite with them in the 
joint armed intervention— Is that true?— No, was the reply. I urged neu- 
trality as the true policy of Brazil, & he assured me of her neutrality. He 
then asked what prospect of the recognition of Paraguay by Rosas? — I 
replied that the folly of the treaty of Paraguay, offensive & defensive, with 
Corientes, answered that. He asked what the U. States would do ? They 
would have recognized, I think, but for that treaty & for a pending war now 
on the part of Paraguay with the Argentine Republic. That may postpone 
our recognition, but in the end the independence of that Country is certain. 
Knowing that it was no longer a secret at the River that we had an agent at 
Assumption, & having got his passports most kindly from this Minister 
through Brazil, & not wishing him to be informed by any one before by 
me of such an agent, I then told him we had an agent already there — not 
to treat but to procure information; & I would be most happy for the U. 
States & Brazil & their agents at Assumption to have a friendly understand- 
ing & interchange of views as to that Country. I trust I did right in this. 
He seemed pleased & to assent. I said all we wanted was equality of com- 
mercial privileges with other powers, & we would not assent to a monopoly 
on their part to any extent or in any degree whatever. We wanted the 
Parana & Paraguay opened to ourselves & to Brazil. He said Rosas would 
not consent. I replied: — let Brazil establish ports of entry on the Rivers, 
say to U. States, to France, England & all the world:— "You shall have the 
same rights of ingress & egress to these ports as our own vessels, & as you 
have to the Atlantic ports of Brazil” — & the rights of Brazil would so be- 
come the rights of the world that Rosas could not long withstand them. — 
Much more was said, but the end was a good understanding between us. . . . 

With the highest possible regard [etc.]. 



Sir: I hasten to forward to you the inclosed dispatch from Mr. Hopkins, ^ 
which, through the courtesy of the Imp*. Gov^, reached me on the 9*.*" inst. 
It was sent to me open, for ray perusal; & I find it & the accompanying docu- 
ments from the Gov*^ of Paraguay so full that I have nothing to add upon 
the general question whether that Republic is in the condition to be recog- 
nized as an independent nation. The only obstacle I see to the recognition 
is the treaty with Corrientes & the war now declared ag^ Rosas; but the latter 
may possibly be arrested, & you will see that M'" Hopkins, under his instruc- 
tions, has fully committed the President on the subject of the recognition, 
& has tendered the good offices of the U. S. in mediation with the Argentine 
Govb So far as M'' Hopkins alludes to my having written to the Dep- 
“some time since for general powers to proceed to the River Plate,” he has 
done so entirely on his own motion & without seeming to understand pre- 
cisely the object or purpose of the suggestion which I ventured to make more 
than twelve months ago. I do not seek any such general powers nor for any 
object whatever, though if the Pres* should see fit to entrust me with any 
powers in relation to the settlements which ought to be made of the affairs 
of S. E. S. America, I will cheerfully exert the best faculties with which I 
am endowed to execute them to his satisfaction & to the honor & interest 
of our Country. 

Mr. Hopkins has resolved to remain in Paraguay until he receives advices 
from me. I think it highly important for us to have an agent at Assumption, 
at this moment of the approach of the expedition of the Armed Intervention 
of England & France, & shall advise him to remain & await your orders. 
The Brazilian Gov*, now fully informed of and highly pleased at his agency, 
has kindly offered to inclose & forward all my communications to him; &, 
indeed, there is no other way of communicating with him. M • L. de Abreu 
starts despatches for Paraguay on Tuesday mg. next, & I shall by that 
opportunity write to M‘' Hopkins. 

I will immediately write to M'’ Brent to use his influence with Rosas to 
prevent any invasion of Paraguay, & to obtain, if possible, from him some 
pledge or guarantee to that effect, & to urge upon him the policy of our 
recognizing Paraguay & neutralizing her formidable powers. Com: Rous- 
seau will sail for the River in a few days, & it is a great pity that he has not 

» Despatches, Brazil, vol. 15. 

* Not filed with Wise’s despatch. It was presumably addressed to the Secretary of State 
rather than to Wise; and, if so, is probably among Hopkins’s despatches below, in the volume 
and part containing Communications from Paraguay. 


intercede between the Argentine on the one hand & the Banda Oriental & 
Paraguay on the other. Unless Paraguay be actually invaded, I think Pres^ 
Lopez will delay as long as possible any expedition ag^ Rosas. . . } 

Mr. Consul Hamilton has sent me the latest news, Dec^ 17*.’' ,2 from the 
River. I enclose a rough copy of a letter which he sent me from one of 
the engineers of the steamer "Firebrand” to his friend in M. Video giving 
the English acc* of the battle of Obligado on the Parana. I inclose also 
several papers containing the plan of that battle & the B. Ayrean account of 
it. The English & French, by last accounts, had just passed a place up the 
River called Rozario. M- Hamilton says to me: "The blockade of B. Ayres 
is strictly enforced, & I fear it is going to be a very tedious & complicated 
affair, the more I read & study your valuable doc- to Gen! Guido, the more do 
I become convinced of the correctness of your views in regard to the River 
Plate question.” After lamenting the armed Intervention & a prolonged 
interruption of commerce, he adds: "Bolivia is said to be much opposed to 
this armed intervention, & I should not be surprised if she supplies Rosas 
with troops, if required.” . . . "The Englishmen here publicly say that 
there must be a provisional Gov\ that is an English govK, until the country 
becomes permanently settled. I assure you, my dear Sir, that I am becom- 
ing alarmed, but on the other hand can England & France be so base &c. 
&c.” Thus you can begin to see, Sir, the "end of the beginning” of this 
armed intervention, & no one can tell when we shall see the "beginning of 

the end” of it 

With the highest personal regard [etc.]. 
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Caspar Jose de Lisboa, Brazilian Minister to the United States, to James 
Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, February 16, 1846. 

Paraguay, a vast and rich country in South America, surrounded by great 
rivers, joining the Empire of Brazil on the North and East, the Argentine 
Confederacy on the east and South, and the Republic of Bolivia and Grand- 
Chaco on the west, was one of the first countries in that Continent, to declare 
its independence of the authority of its Spanish possessors. 

Since the year 1811, Paraguay has always had a regular and independent 

‘ The omitted portion relates chiefly to funds for Mr. Hookins 

9 1 * .• , ^ . . . -- 
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Government, which has maintained order and tranquillity in the interior of 
the country, and has at the same time made itself respected by neighbouring 
States. 

Having a soil fertile and abounding in productions of various sorts, and 
a population of more than five hundred thousand souls, Paraguay keeps up 
a disciplined army of five thousand soldiers, besides ten thousand militia 
men; its finances are in a good condition, and it navigates with its own 
vessels, the great rivers surrounding it. 

Brazil, as its nearest neighbour, and as appreciating the admirable circum- 
stances connected with this interesting country, hastened to recognize its 
political existence formally; and it has ever since 1824 cultivated relations of 
amity and good understanding with Paraguay, through the medium of 
agents, duly accredited near the Government of that country. 

Recently, the people of Paraguay, having adopted political institutions 
more conformable with the enlightenment of this age, has thought proper, 
at the same time, to ratify the primitive act of its independence, by solemnly 
declaring its desire to continue to be governed as a free and sovereign na- 
tion; and the Imperial Government of Brazil, which has been officially 
informed of the fact, immediately ordered its Charg6 d ’Affaires, residing at 
Assumption [Asuncibn], to give its formal adhesion thereto. 

The actual Government of Paraguay, being most desirous to enter into 
relations of amity and good understanding with the other nations of the 
civilized world, and having as yet no agents duly accredited to their respec- 
tive Governments, has addressed itself to the Court of Brazil, with the ob- 
ject of soliciting the Governments of the other nations to recognize its 
political independance formally. The Imperial Government intimately 
convinced of the justice and propriety of this claim on the part of Paraguay, 
and always disposed to do whatsoever may contribute to the happiness and 
prosperity of the new States of the American Continent, has not hesitated to 
send, to the Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of His Majesty the Emperor of Brazil near the United States, its in- 
structions, authorizing him to take the necessary measures with respect to 
the Government at Washington, for this purpose. 

The Undersigned has therefore the honour to address the Honourable 
James Buchanan Secretary of State, in order to request his attention to the 
subject of the present note; and he at the same time prays him to submit it 
to the notice of the President, and to inform His Excellency, that the act of 
the acknowledgement of the independence and Sovereignty of the Republic 
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Henry A . Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 


[extracts] 


No. 39 Rio de Janeiro, February i8, 184.6. 

Sir: In my last despatches I endeavored to keep you advised of the affairs 
of Paraguay. Continuing these advices, it is my duty now to inform you of 
most important events which have lately transpired, in respect to our own 
relations with that Republic. As soon as I was informed of the mediation 
of the U. States tendered by Hopkins and accepted by Pres^ Lopez, I 
wrote to M’’ Brent, as I told you I would in my despatch N*? 38.2 The en- 
closed is a copy marked “A.” * 

On the 12*^ of Jan^ last I wrote also to Hopkins. I expressed the 
hope to him that he had not gone further, on the point of mediation, than 
to offer merely the good offices of the U. States, whose settled policy never 
allowed them to involve themselves by any guarrantees, or otherwise in 
the affairs of other nations. I was afraid that his tender of mediation, 
after knowing of the treaty with Corientes [Corrientes], and the war with the 
Argentine, would not be approved; but I was sure that the President would 
approve of it, if he could only be fully and accurately informed of the affairs 
of S. America, and could be made to realize as I did the pressing exigencies 
for our immediate action within the limits of our established policy. I 
informed him, that Walsh, my Secretary, would visit B. Ayres on board 
the corvette Plymouth, and that I should write to Mi Brent, as I did. — 
I sent MI H. also extracts of my correspondence with the Department, and 
a copy of ray brief or memoranda prepared for Genl Guido,^ which it seems, 
the Imp! Govi had already approvingly sent to its minister at Assumption. 
This was sent to him, for the purpose of removing an impression which it 
seems had been formed in the mind of Presi Lopez that I was charged with 
negotiations on the part of the U. States with Gen! Guido, the Argentine 
Minister here; and to assure him that I had attempted, on my own individual 
responsibility only, to promote the independence of Paraguay, without any 
act or authority of negotiation. I informed Mi H. that, not long after he 
left Rio de Janeiro, it became known here that he was an agent of the U. 
States sent to Paraguay. That as soon as I was aware of this, which came 
to this place from Rio Grande do Sul, I had made a virtue of necessity, and 
in an interview with Snr. Limpo de Abreu, had disclosed to him in person the 
fact & general character of his agency. That I had expressed the wish to 
the Minister for F. Affairs of the Imp! Govi that our Gov*.® and their agents 


S U January ii, 1846, above, this part, doc. 588. 

Not included here since it has been included with Brent’s desoatch from Argentina wb h 



the design of promoting peace between the South American States now at 
war, and of preserving neutrality among those already in peace. That the 
U. States sought only commercial equality, no exclusive advantages, & would 
exert themselves to prevent England &. France, or any other power from 
obtaining by arms, or otherwise, any monopoly or undue advantage or 
influence in the adjustment of the political or commercial relations of this 
continent. That the Minister had expressed sympathy with these senti- 
ments, and would, no doubt, instruct the Brazilian Minister at Assumption 
to cultivate the best understanding with our agent there. I advised M- H. 
whilst dealing frankly & in good faith, in his conferences with the Brazilian 
Minister, to obtain all the genuine information he could from him, and to 
make the best use of it. That, I trusted, separately and in concert with 
him, he would prevail on Pres* Lopez to postpone active warlike operations 
against Rosas as long as possible. That the preparations of Paraguay might 
awaken Rosas to a sense of his danger, & to the policy of acknowledging the 
Independence of that Republic without the loss of a drop of blood or the cost 
of a dollar. That peace was the policy of Paraguay, and war on her part 
might delay her recognition by the U. States for years. To press this 
urgently, and by all means to prevent Paraguay from falling into the snare 
of an alliance with England & France, even though they should offer to 
acknowledge & guarrantee her independence. That they would not do so 
except for a quid pro quo in the form of advantages in trade, which would 
make it so bad a bargain for her that the Republic had much better rely on 
her own resources against Rosas, than to "fly to other ills she knew not of.” 
Better run the slight risk of conquest by the Argentines, weaker than herself 
and now beset by internal & external foes, enough, without her aid, than to 
become the colonial-like dependant of European or any other Powers. That 
the example of European guarrantees, real or pretended, in the affairs of the 
Banda Oriental and Buenos Ayres, was before our eyes. These were now 
no better than conquered provinces of England & France. Not to let Para- 
guay be involved in any such guarrantees, but to prevail on her to avoid them 
with the utmost circumspection & jealousy. Her independence was sure 
without any guarrantees, and by reposing merely on her arms. Neutrality 
& time would do all for her. At the same time she should be prepared for 
the worst. Such were my advices to Mr Brent and to M^ Hopkins, when; 
lo! the latter gentleman arrived here on the inst, with a letter to me from Pres*: 
Lopez. The reason of this M' Hopkins’ letter herein to you, left open with 
me. President Lopez’ letter to me of which the inclosed marked “B” is a 
copy and my letters to Hopkins* and to Comd^.“ Rousseau,^ of which are 

1 The letter to Wise from President Lopez, dated December 28, 1845, was quoted in Wise’s 
letter to Hopkins, of February ii, 1846, for both of which, see above, vol. i, pt. ii, doc. 164, 
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meeting H. at my house I found a note from Snr Limpo de Abreu ur- 
gently requesting a conference with me at the hour of ten A. M. the 
inst. I availed myself of this appointment to introduce M- Hopkins & to 
discuss the affairs of Paraguay. Suffice it to say that I found the policy of 
Brazil perfectly in accordance with that of the U, States, & the results of my 
interview were such as are described in my letter “C” to Hopkins. 
Comd” Rousseau sailed on the 12*^ inst, with both the Columbia & the 
Saratoga, & M- Hopkins took passage on board of the latter, bearing a letter 
of special recommendation from the Minister for Foreign Affairs here to the 
Legation of the Imp? Gov^ at M’Video and to its Consulate at B. Ayres. 

In recommending M- Hopkins to pursue the course he has, and in the steps 
which I myself have taken in the important matter of his agency, I have 
followed the suggestions of my calmest judgment and of my best reflections. 
My motive has been the patriotic one only of doing the best I could for my 
country, without compromitting her honor, or peace, or policy in the least 
degree. I have endeavoured to guard M*^ H. at all points, by giving him in 
limine my own views & by referring him to the sager counsels of M- Brent & 
Comd*'.® Rousseau. And if we have all gone too far in assuming the responsi- 
bility of M^ Hopkins’ going to B. Ayres as a bearer to M^ Brent of the media- 
tion of the U. States, between Genl Rosas & Paraguay; it must be remem- 
bered that he was duly authorized to tender that mediation ; that it has been 
accepted in a manner the most flattering and promising, the best fruits to 
the U. S. that no mode was pointed out in his intructions or mine as to the 
execution of the mediation in case It was accepted ; that we were at too great 
a distance from our Gov^ to submit the timely execution to its discretion ; 
& that no time was to be lost, as the influences of the monopolizing policy 
of Gt Britain & France were already at the Court of Assumption, & as the 
armies of Paraguay & of Paz were in motion towards the invasion of the Ar- 
gentine territory. I have tried my best, in a word, to do for the best: no 
evil at all events can result from what has been done, much good may, & 
will, I believe come out of it; & I confidently trust that my action & that of 
M- Hopkins will be approved. If it prove successful, I am sure it will be 
commended. 

. . . M^ Walsh wrote to me from M. Video under date of Jan?" 27*.’'. He 
describes the defeat of a detachment of Monte Videans by Oribe’s troops near 
“Maldonado.” “Oribeis in statu quo, not before the war, but before the city, 
and no effort will be made to drive him away until the arrival of the troops 
which are expected from France & England.” The Brazilian charg6, upon 
whom I called with the Despatches of the Depart* of F. Affairs, assured me 
that the city was in reality a mere English dependence 6* he seemed to think 
that in a short time it would be openly so declared. I have seen Ouselv 


force immediately & linished the business without delay. He broached the 
subject of his conversation with you at Rio; — said that he had heard of your 
dissatisfaction with his conduct, & was glad of the opportunity of explaining 
it. That when he was at Rio his instructions were precisely such as he had 
told you they were — entirely peaceful — but that on the arrival of Baron 
Deffaudis, he had been directed to cooperate with him as he has been doing. 
He is of opinion that the change of Ministry in England will cause the war 
here to be prosecuted with additional vigor. Lord Palmerston being a 
decidedly belligerent statesman ; & mentioned his expectation of the speedy 
arrival of a considerable armament. “The question of the bonds” (the 
bonds required of American vessels) “appears to have been settled as it 
should be — there is no difficulty about it at present.” — . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Henry A . Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 41 Rio de Janeiro, March 6, 1846. 

Sir: ... On the 9th of Feb? the Min: of F. Affairs requested a confer- 
ence with me. Its object was to obtain my opinion on the question of pass- 
ports to Genl Riveira, which was to be submitted to the cabinet that day. 
I gave my opinion confidentially, such as you see written in a hurry & in 
brief The correspondence ^ followed which I inclose. Gen! Guido I have 

» Despatches, Brazil, vol. 15. 

* The enclosure, referred to, follows: 

February lo, 184.6. 

Uraguay [ifc] requests the Imperial Government to grant passports to Gen! Rivera 
within its limits and to depart therefrom. — 

— Query: — Would the grant of this passport violate the strict neutrality of Brazil in the 
war between Uraguay and the Argentine? 

My opinion is that when General Rivera fled to Brazil, he became in her dominion 
a mere private individual, entitled to all the protection of Brazil belonging to any other 
private foreigner. As such, he was entitled to passports through the Brazilian territories 
and to leave them; and it pertained to the sovereignty of Brazil, independently of all 
other powers, to grant him passports without violation of any obligation neutral or 
otherwise, to other nations. , _ , . , , 

The Uraguay asks for passports also for him as Minister Plenipotentiary of that 
Republic to Paraguay. They also, in my opinion, may be granted, extending so far 
at least as to protect within tf/e Brazilian territory, and in leaving it, but not beyond that 
territory, without violating any obligation of neutrality. 

* Not included in this publication; it is between Wise, Guido the Argentine minister, 
and the Brazilian Foreign Minister. In it, Guido argues against granting a passport to 
Rivera; Wise argues in favor; and the Brazilian Foreign Minister inclines to Wise’s views. 


seen since, and he takes this all in good part. His private views, in fact, 
coincide with my own, but he is afraid of the ignorance & passion of Ro- 
sas. . . . 

I have had much to do about other matters, but I have burthened you 
enough for one despatch and I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Henry A . Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanany Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 42 Rio de Janeiro, March ij, 1846. 

Sir: ... I received a letter from Consul Hamilton dated M 'Video, 
Feb? 18*^ in which he says : “ Edwards has been writing from the States to 
General Oribe, and several others residing at the camp of the latter, all which 
have been intercepted, as I am informed by unquestionable authority. 
And it is more than probable the contents of these letters will be published. 
. . . The letters were directed to the Buceo. My informant told me con- 
fidentially that Jie had perused them, & that, judging from the President’s 
message, E. was deceiving both Govi Rosas & Gen! Oribe. This is to be 
regretted, and if I can possibly prevent the publication of these letters, I shall 
do so. I am induced to believe they are in the hands of M- Ousely judging 
from the quarter I rec*^ the information. . . . The term of the members of 
the Senate & House of Reps, of this Republic having expired on the 14*'’' 
inst; and as no new election could take place under present circumstances in 
conformity with the constitution the doors have been closed, and a “ Consigo 
[Consejo?] Estado” has been appointed, & composed of some of the former 
Rep? & other “notables” of the city of M. Video, selected by the Executive. 
Therefore, it is presumed that the affairs of the Gov^ will go on as heretofore — 
and that is none of the best.” 

This news is but an indication that the way is being daily prepared, for the 


A ref ugee from a neighboring power at war with another neighboring power, should 
not be permitted ingress & egress with arms in handj or to levy war in any form within 
a neutral ten-ityry. But a refugee entering a neutral territory without arms, Sc doine no 
hostue act within it against a neighboring power, and proposing to leave or depart in a 
peaceful attitude and without arms, ought to be permitted to do so. 

No nation at war has the right to demand of a neutral power to hold as prisoners 
within its territory those who may fly to it. 

To hold the peaceful refugees from one nation at war with another is rather a violation 
of neutrality than the act of permitting them peacefully to depart. 

Such are the principles of the United States as I understand them: and such as thev 



next point or two attained & she will declare M. Video under a provisional 
Govi protected by her arms — the finale, who can fail to see? Indeed, yester- 
day, Genl Guido wrote me a note, in which he says that his news from France 
is that the French Cabinet begin to perceive the policy of G* Britain, and 
that the large French force intended for the River Plate has been counter- 
manded & Baron Deffaudis has been instructed to make terms with Genl 
Oribe. M- Hamilton says that the Baron “has gone to Entre Rios in one of 
the steamers, his object unknown.” You may rely upon it, Sir, that this 
armed intervention will prove dangerous, if not disastrous in the end to our 
Commerce in S. America. I was rejoiced to hear the declaration from M- 
Calhoun in the Senate that it was an outrage upon every principle of interna- 
tional law & right. I am not for interfering between Rosas & the Uruguay, 
but, for the very same reasons, I opposed the interference — the armed inter- 
vention — in their affairs by European powers. 

Walsh, under date of Feb^ lo*.*^ writes to me from Buenos Ayres: . . . 

‘ ‘ I found Brent in excellent case. B. Ayres — good air & excitement have 
given him a new lease of life. I delivered your despatch & had a long talk 
with him at once upon the subject of Paraguay. He said he had already 
brought it to the notice of Rosas; & he promised to urge it strenuously as 
possible. He has since had conferences with Arana and the Governor, in 
which he communicated the contents of your letter ; but as yet has obtained 
no satisfactory reply. The answer of Rosas was that the Paraguay question 
is one of life & death to this country, & he cannot act until after maturest 
deliberation. His great difficulty is not so much the recognition of inde- 
pendence, as the free navigation of the River, which will be the result. The 
hatred & fear which he feels for the English will make it a hard matter, I 
apprehend, to induce him to do anything by which they may lawfully benefit. 
He goes upon the perish credit, perish commerce, perish everything system, 
rather than grant any privileges, direct or indirect, to Jn“ Bull, Believing 
also in his star — flattering himself that he will emerge triumphantly from the 
present as he has done from all previous perils : — intoxicated with vanity & 
success — it is almost impossible to make him understand that any com- 
bination of evils can overwhelm him. The great object of his ambition is 
victory, much more than safety. I feel pretty confident, therefore, that he 
will not act in the matter until he loses every glimmer of hope — especially 
until the denouement of Urquiza’s operations in Corientes [Corrientes]. 
Should Paz be defeated there: — and we had intelligence the other day that 
his vanguard had already been routed — not a jot will be bated; but if Ur- 
quiza is overcome, the eyes of the Gov- may be somewhat opened to the 
possibility of destruction. It is to be hoped that the Campaign will be short 
and decisive in order that its influence may be felt before it is too late to save 
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•y^g^y — g fcw l6R§u6s only below the plnce where it is to meet Pnz & will soon, 
be able to communicate with the Paraguayans. An attack was made upon 
it at St Lorenzo by a masked battery, commanded by Gen^ Mansiglia 
[Mansilla] who writes that he avenged himself for the wound which he 
received at the Obligado, by killing a reasonable number, doing con- 
siderable injury to the Steamer Gorgon, and almost destroying a host of 
merchantmen. ...” 

The opening of the river is a perfect bugbear to Rosas. . . . Commerce, 
bringing healing, civilization & prosperity on its wings, he regards as a hostile 
invasion as if it were to be carried on by ships of war bristling with “instru- 
ments of missive ruin,” & loaded not only with articles of traffic to supply the 
wants of the inhabitant, but with cargoes of armed men to take possession of 
the land. . . . One almost instantaneous effect of the free navigation of the 
River he feels in his bones, if he does not clearly perceive it, & that is:— the 
removal of an evil which I am inclined to regard as a main support of his 
power & a principal cause of the dissensions & sufferings of the country. I 
allude to the pernicious preponderance of the Province of B. Ayres over the 
other provinces of this “ lucus a non lucendo,” this soi-disant republic. By a 
deplorable want of sagacity & foresight the arrangements of the confederation 
make the city of B. Ayres the only point of entry, & confer upon the Govs' of 
the Province (although he is elected only by the people of the province & is 
uncontrolled by any general Congress, the only legislative Assemblies being: 
the provincial ones) the management of the foreign relations. B. Ayres is 
thus literally & effectively the Empire State & may be said to have full 
possession of both the purse & the sword. The revenue is all collected in the 
city & the importations are thence taken to the other provinces, where they 
are made to pay any additional duties it may be expedient to impose; & the 
Legislature assembled in the city makes peace or war at discretion. It was 
against this preposterous & pestilent state of things that the Unitarians took 
up arms, for the purpose of rendering every province completely independ- 
ent, without any bond of union, the evil of which would have been almost as 
great as that sought to be removed. The panacea will be the free navigation 
of the river, rendering new ports of entry indispensable & bringing the various 
provinces Into contact with foreign intelligence & benefits, Rosas says truly 
that this is an affair of life and death — but it is of life to the country and 
death to himself; and as there is not much reason to believe that he prefers 
the former to the latter, there is not much hope that he will voluntarily do 
what is wanted & what patriotism would demand. 

The city just now is perfectly tranquil & seems to care very little for the 
blockade, which, in fact, is iniurlous onlv tn thp fnrpio-nprc fn,- urli 


Henry A . Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 43 Rio de Janeiro, April 14, 1846. 

Sir: - . . Accompanying this are copies of Brent’s account of the 
mediation of tlie U. States in the war between the Argentine Republic & 
Paraguay.^ It is by no means gratifying, and I regard the mediation as 

» Despatches, Brazil, vol. 15. 

* Brent’s account, in his letter to Wise, follows: 

William Brent, Jr., United States Charged' Affaires at Buenos Aires, to Henry 
A. Wise, Uyiited States Minister to Brazil 

Buenos Aires, March ip, 1846. 

Sik: It is only in my power to write you a hasty letter, in relation to the affairs of 
Paraguay and Buenos Ayres. 

On the i4"‘of Jan^ last, I received from Monte Video a copy of the“TratadodeAlianza 
ofensiva, y defensiva contra el Gobernador de Buenos Ayres,” by the Gov^" — of Para- 
guay, Corrientes, conjointly with Gen! Paz as “ Director de la Guerra y General en Chef 
de operaciones, compuesto de Argentinos de differentes Provincias del Rio de la Plata.” 

I immediately communicated it to the Argentine Govh to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, & to Governor Rosas himself. I explained to both my great fears lest the 
British & French then going up the Parana in their steamers would open a communica- 
tion & form a Treaty with Paraguay. That the object of this extraordinary expedition 
up the River (there was every reason to believe,) was connected with a great plan more 
particularly by Great Britain to get possession of the finest country in the world for 
cotton, and thus ultimately to free herself from her dependence on the U. States in this 
vital particular, and to make a lodgment in the very heart of the countries of the La 
Plata, now easily accessible by steam, thus produce disaffection among the different 
Provinces of the Argentine Confederation, & thus destroy the hope, in which all Lovers 
of American Liberty fondly indulged that sooner or later the countries of the La Plata 
would follow the footsteps of that beautiful career set them by the U. States of particular 
Gov*.* for the internal affairs of each province, with a General Gov! for the union of all 
against foreign intrigue & attack. 

I found that the Argentine Government considered this a most important subject, 
calling it a question of life & death. 

I asked if the offices of friendly mediation by the U. States in this case would be 
agreeable. This the Minister said would be desirable — such was the state of things, 
when your Secretary of Legation, M' Walsh arrived with your letter to me of the 12^^ 
Jany. [Vol. I, pt. ii, doc. 160, note i. — Ed.] 

Mt Walsh reached this on the 30*''' Jan^ and on the next day I presented to the Argen- 
tine Gov! the letter marked A offering the mediation of the U. States. [For his note 
offering mediation, see above, vol. i, pt. 11, doc. 160, dated January 31, 1846; also the 
acceptance, doc. 163, dated February 26, 1846. — Ed.] 

On the 26'''* of Feb^ they accepteef it, as seen by their letter of that date marked B. 
herewith sent: — and on the Feb^, the day after, an order was issued by the Argen- 
tine Gov! to General Urquiza (marked C.) by which he is ordered not to invade Para- 
guay under aiw consideration. [Vol. i, pt. ii, doc. 163, note i, p. 328. — Ed.] 

On the 27*^’' Feby M*^ Hopkins, the Special agent of the U. States, arrived here at night 
bringing your letter to him of ii'-** Feb^ last, to which was annexed the copy of a letter 
from Carlos Antonio Lopez, President of Paraguay. [See above, this part, doc. 589, 
note I, p. 319. — Ed.] 

On the next day, the 28*'', I introduced him to the Minister of Foreign Affairs; & 
your letter 8c Genf Lopez's were, presented and left by Mi H. for the Minister to take 



Footnote 2, page 325 — „ t f .u 

Govt on this subject— They have not yet been translated, & I can therefore say noth- 
ing about them, as I do not trust myself when it is important to be exact.— 

On Saturday the night of the 14“* of March M’’ Hopkins & myself had a meeting 
with the Minister when we made a request for a certain written promise, as set out in my 
letter to the Argentine Gov‘ on the [Above, vol i pt. n. doc. 169.— Ed.] 

This request was complied with, as will be seen by the letter of the Gov'- to me on the 
same day This, marked D, contains the promise requested.— [It follows in this note.— 


^ On the same day Senor Arana sent me a letter containing the bases of this Gov^ for 
an arrangement of the pending differences. [Below, this note. — Ed.] 1 his then puts 
the mediation in possession of the bases of Paraguay & Buenos Ayres.— ^ 

It was only on this morning, 19*’' March since writing the above that I received a 
translation I send without keeping a copy.— I had already had one translator engaged m 
making out a very lengthy document from this GovS which is not yet done, 111 reference 
to the view of the Argentine Govb And on yesterday I employed another translator 
who this morning furnished me with the letter of the i6‘'i'.— On yesterday I passed a 
letter to Comd’'® Rousseau, produced by a Conference with Mt Hopkins: marked F, of 
this I sent a copy to Mt Hopkins & received his reply — of these I shall send by this 
conveyance copies if practicable. [Not included. Ed.] 

The mediation is thus in possession of the bases of the two Gov*.“. 

And strange to say, just at this point & conjuncture Mt Hopkins can remain no longer. 
The order to Gen^ Urquiza from this Gov‘ not to invade the Territory of Paraguay was 
issued on the 27‘^ Feb^ & it seems by your letter of Jan^, by M*’ Walsh, that Para- 
guay agreed to wait four months from Jan^, before sending troops. By your letter 
of Feb^, by M' Hopkins, it appears that lo.ooo men had already been sent to Gen’ 


Paz in Corrientes. 

I send copies of some letters from Gen^ Paz, taken in the baggage of the Governor of 
Corrientes, who commanded the vanguard of Paz — see Gazette marked C. I have no 
time to make any comments. All I can say for the present is, that I shall set about 
examining the papers sent me by M' Hopkins, which he tells me contain the reasons for 
the views of Paraguay, and I shall also examine the papers presented by the Argentine 
Gov‘. As mediator I do not feel justified in proceeding without such examination. 

I had at one time hoped that with the cooperation of M*’ Hopkins some thing might 
be done to produce beneficial results. But when we know that Paraguay has already 
sent on 10,000 men, when Pres*^ Lopez declares that he has the “assistance of great & 
powerful nation.” — (see his proclamation dated at Assumption Dec'' 7’''* 1845.) 

When M*^ Hopkins tells me that he has seen a letter from the English Capt Hotham, 
who is now up the Parana, to Gov*^ Lopez, & when I have strong reason to believe that 
Hotham has furnished Gen’ Paz with arms; & when M"" Hopkins states that Paraguay 
has already appointed (his name I have forgotten) Charg6 d’affaires to the town of 
Monte Video: all these circumstances are completely in harmony with what we know 
respecting the long settled, universal policy of G* Britaia, in all the countries she has 
divided & bribed & conquered. I am afraid that Paraguay was in the embraces of 
Great Britain when M*' Hopkins left. — 

I have forborne to make comments, time only allowing me to send you the main facts. 
With the blessing of God I shall persevere & do my best to find some middle ground for 
the mediation. 

I am, dear Sir, [etc.]. 


Felipe Arana, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Argentina, to William Bre?it, 
Jr., United States Charge d' Affaires at Buenos Aires 

Buenos Aires, March 16, 1846. 

The undersigned has informed His Excellency the Governor of the esteemed note of 
His Lordship dated today, in which, recalling the order of this Government dispatched 
to His Excellency the Governor and Captain General of the Province of Entre Rios, 
^neral in Chief of the Army of operations against the Ruthless Unitarians in Corrientes, 
Don Justo Jose de Urquiza, dated February 27 last, directing him not to invade the 
temtorv of Paravuav for anv rPflsnn what’anAirAr orwtA a 


th.tt itMuratu r in tlte tpiiiis whifh In* propniM*.*!; ;uul that copies theret»f be sent to 
ifsB I KitiBinH .uui the Haul Mf !bt|ikuisfnr the ptirpofic hr Htiitcs. 

I Im }-.xrrlir!u V rhr t •nvrrnitr has ilimicil the* unilcrsiunctl to express to fli» I.ord- 
BiHp in ac kiuiv, U‘il|.;ini* the receipt of thr note, the extreme pleuHiire with which His 
i XI rilenc V wiern f hm oiijnititniitv olfeietl liim hy I lin I.orcluliip to prove iine<|uivocnlly 
fhr |ie.urlii! .uui tiscitiiU ftentituentK whit h iiniin.ite the (lovernruent of the Argentine 
t'linletlrration tow. ml that ot I’.u.ignav. 

With this* fluai^ht in tiiiiul, and in cotniiliame with the eHtimable desires of His 
I otilnhip, the undrjfUKiied iiy order of 1 lis ^;x('ellellev explicit ly dei’laren to l lis Lordship 
that if "the i ...vrtnmrnt of I'aiaKoav imiiieiliatelv withdraws to its own territory the 
w,ifh wh»h It has invadeil the I'jovince of ( ‘orrit*ntes, those of the. Argentine 
i «(!;{r jrtation will nut .ittatk tlieni within the territory of Paraguay; the w'ithdrawul of 
the I 'ai agti.ix an tiuntin to l>r elhn ted the muinent I lie < ioveriiinent of Paraguay receives 
the iiotur >4 fhr mediation ollrie<l bv the I'tiited States and accepted by this CJovern- 
(Urnt, It being undrt stiHitl that the t lovetnmenl of Paraguay may maintain its forces 
withm its frttifof V doting the toediafioii thus aeeeptetl liy file ( loverntvumts of liueatos 
A\trs ami Paiagua\‘.“ 

I he undeiBignetl also has the honor to send herewillt to Ilis Lordship two certified 
coptrs of this reply .Ve below, bd}. 

ton! ptrserxe llis 1 otdship many years. 

h'dtpf Antnti, Mtnisftr o/ Iuirt'ii[n A(lii{rs of Ary/iitina, to William Jimit, 
Jr., i'fiiloil States C'harj.*J tl'A (ftiircs at liuetios Airex 
[rHAN'sl.AtloN] 

Ili'i'.Nu.s Ajhic.s, March i8.f6, 

I hr undersigned by order of H. H. the (iovernm has (he honor to reply to your note 
dated this day lAlwive. vol. i, pt. u, d*M\ ifs). l-iih]. in which you recall to mind the 
rontrniB of a let let of the L. Lxira>" »'t Min' Plenipo'' of the I i. S, at the court of brazil, 
M* W i»e, f o ,\p h.dwatd llnpkiiis, to which wnsatlded anni her of NP I.opez of Paraj^miy, 
uhuli YOU A the twid M' Hopkins piesenteil in eopies to (lie Undg'* confalent tally. 
Kriionduig nUo the anount made bv M' l ope/ of the diHieull ieri whit'h unfort nnately 
exist la-fwren {tiet.ov’*of I he At gen" ( ‘onfed“‘"‘ iS, that of Parttguay, A t he baseH which 
he piMj^-ars fut the w't f triiiriif of said dillit lilt ies, A* expresfung your desire that they 
nia^ |ir 1 1 1 . #i Bidet ed an the In nt uUeied by Pataguav in the al fair of t he ftiediation, A:, con- 
I tude by »'<)hi ifing that this t hiv ‘ w ill fmiiish him such oliet's as on its pju l it may con- 
sidrf ptoftet to make fot the settlement of the dilhciiUieit [lending between the two 
taiv’A 

As regatds that the hasra i untained in the copy of I lie let ler of the ( lov*’ of Paraguay 
should Iwr loiiBidneil as fhr hint haaew nlleied by it for the. seltleinent of the existing 
ddfrirmra. with that of the Argentine (‘onfrd", the undersigned, by order of H.fL. 
the tti*v‘, frittmdfi you that (hr letter of M' Wise, A the enpy of I hat of NP Loiiez, whlcli 
wa«annrxrd, wrtr jitraeated t onhdenf iaily, with tlte sole object (hat H. M. tnetJoVAt 
the undrraigned nhould have a private A parlieiilar knowledge of (hem Under such 
behef, why do they hguie oHn tally, as the hist bases nlfered by Pnragttay, tliose eon» 
fatned in the note of Sp 1 oj»e/ (, -d H. L. (he tlovernor desires, should be preBcnted 
tjfht tally bv you. its the t batai ter of mediator, which you bold tin the pari of the (lov*' 
of the U btafes, A utnler whit h t harncter you have heen mlmiUed by this tkivh^ 

Ntif withstatMling H Iv ileanoua tif athling a new proof, in uddititm (o those which he 
has abemly given uf In# jMt ihr A Iteuevtilent sentiments (owards (he ( 5ov‘ of I'araguay, 
A td fhr higft wtertn wha h the high meiliation of the tiov*^ of the U. S., has ortlercd tlie 
umletBignrd to [irrsrat m you the bases <if this (Inv*. comlurive to an equitable A honor- 
able arrangetnrtit of the r»emling ilillerenees with tlmt province. 

j*’ Ihr t»ov{ of the Afgenfmr Loaf** reeogni/ea the Indcnendencc of the I'rovince 
of Paraguay in all that comrftis A matiHgement A internal tutministratioi;, in the same 
way as the Argentine Confederatetl Provimes are, tlmt of Paragutiy remaining adhered 
Ui the t onfetfetaiioii m the foitn A terms ratablisfietl in the funuamental comiiact of the 
fourth of {mitfary subject to the tint ies which said Provinces have inqioiied on it A, 
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having failed The truth is that Rosas is inexorable from the vain conceit 
that heis irresistible & invincible. The true state of Paraguay, and of things 
at B. Ayres, you will get the best idea of, I think, from a perusal of the in- 
closed extracts of M ' Walsh’s most interesting letters to me.* I shall simply 


Footnote 2, page 325— Coniiniterf _ , . , , . , , 

freeness justice & protection, which the natives of the Province in which they reside be 
h“Sent or acadental; & in the same stipulated terras m the eighth article of the 
treaty celebrated with the littoral Provinces on the 4 of Jan^ 1831. 

Td Se Govt of the Arg. Conf" recognizes the integrity of the territory of the 
Province of Paraguay. In case the immediate arrangement of the limits is not desir- 
abfe, & meanwhile amicably & pacifically to explain them, should respect the stain citio 
fixed in the fourth article of the Convention celebrated between the most Excellmit 
Gubernatorial Juntas of Buenos Ayres & Paraguay on the lU** of October 1811. On 
leaving the bases established conducive to an honorable & convenient arrangement, witli 
regard to the actual differences with the Govt of the Province of Paraguay, the unde- 
signed is pleased in believing that you will find them just & equitable, as founded in the 
exact meaning of the Treaties which bind both Govts, & entered into for their mutual 
convenience, security & true Independence. 

God preserve you many years. 


I The following are the pertinent portions of the extracts from Mr. Walsh's letters to Wise: 

Buenos Aires, February 16, 1S46. 


. The Paraguay question has made no progress. Arana, now says that he must 
wait for certain despatches &c &c, in short every kind of excuse is sought for the pro- 
crastination. The operations of Urquiza, as I said in my last, will alone decide tlie 
matter. If he is defeated it is believed to be the design of the English to unite Cor- 
rientes & Entre-Rios into an independent confederation, so as to deprive Rosas of all his 

pretensions to the River. ... ^ ^ 

February 23, 1846. 


My Dear Sir: A good deal of festive gunpowder has been exploded here within the 
last few days in consequences of news which arrived on the 19*’*“ that Urquiza had sur- 
prised the vanguard of Paz and killed 300 men, wounded many more & taken a large 
number of prisoners, among whom is the Commander, the brother of the “intrusive” 
Governor of Corrientes. The vanguard consisted of 2000, & more than a half of them 
are said to have joined the army of Urquiza. Paz is reported to be in full retreat to 
Paraguay in great disorder. The intelligence is stated to be official & is generally be- 
lieved, as Rosas has never yet permitted rejoicings unless they were warranted. Some, 
however, still shake their heads in doubt & refuse to believe until the affidavits are filed 
in the Gazette by Urquiza himself. A rumor is current that the Commander of the 
guard was bought & allowed himself to be surprized, to which an appearance of prob- 
ability is given by the statement that he has been given his parole — a piece of clemency 
not usual with those whose slogan at all times is "mueran los Salvages Unitarios.” 
Three weeks ago, it is affirmed, the Govt boasted that some good news would be re- 
ceived about this time — but almost at the same period we had reports of Paz having 
defeated the vanguard of Urquiza. Felix qui potuit verum cognoscerc causas — lucky 
the man who can get at the truth in these “diggings.” The causes of things & things 
themselves are involved in such clouds of contradictions that to see through them is as 
impossible as to penetrate the dust-fogs of Pennsylvania Avenue during a spell of dry 
weather, or the like exhalations of the roads in this most “pulverous” land. Baron 
Munchausen was a fabricator of secondary magnitude to the fact-makers of the River. 
The other day, for instance, I fell in with a native of Corrientes who had returned from 
Paraguay about 8 months ago after a residence there of 12 years. He represents the 
Govt as a miserable one, the men a lazy, worthless set who throw all the labor on the 
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and that the latter has informed me that he is in possession of the bases sub- 
mitted by both parties. I now apprehend that Paraguay will be seduced 

correspondence with the Jesuits whom Rosas banished some short time ago, & who are 
now in Paraguay. Their accounts describe a state of things with much more of light 
than the Corrientine gentleman’s picture & much more of shade than that of our Agent. 
They found the people in a lamentable state of ignorance on their arrival, but they have 
been exerting themselves with their usual energy & success to diffuse education ; & they 
represent them as susceptible of great improvement. The material as yet is better than 
the work, but it is so good that it will soon enable the latter to do wonders. Whatever 
may be the truth, one thing is certain that the lower the Paraguayans are in the scale 
of civilization, the easier will it be for England to subject them to her influence & the 
more important is it to prevent a consummation so much to be deprecated. But if the 
only way to keep out the English is to obtain Rosas’ recognition of the independence 
of Paraguay, there can be little doubt that John Bull will get what he wants. The 
dictator seems determined to be aut Caesar aut Mullus [Nullus?] M'’ Brent showed me 
a note yesterday from Arana informing him that Gen' Guido had just been instructed 
to demand from Brazil the execution of that art. of the Convention of ’28, by which she & 
B. Ayres are made the sole guarantees of the independence of the Banda Oriental. This 
is in pursuance of your idea in the memorandum you gave the Gen', & for which Mf 
Brent says the Govt here are very grateful. The letter of Lord Ponsonby kills the 
pretensions of England. 

A circumstance of domestic moment has just occurred which will oblige me to trespass 
on your kindness & prolong my stay for a couple of weeks longer than I intended. . . . 

February 28, 1846. 

My Dear Sir: Inclosed is a paper published this morning containing the official 
statement of the late events in Corrientes. Urquiza’s success seems to be greater even 
than was supposed by the most sanguine. Paz’s letters are interesting documents, 
showing, as they do, how poor are his resources & what little doubt there is that his 
opponent will be completely successful. His remarks about the Paraguayans are by no 
means complimentary. By the way, they appear to have falsified their promise to 
Hopkins not to move out of Paraguay for four months. We were not a little surprised 
yesterday by the arrival of that gentleman with the Commodore. The ultimatum 
which he brings of Prest Lopez will meet with a conflicting ultimatum of Rosas of such a 
character as offers little or no hope of an arrangement. The day before yesterday this 
Govt accepted a tender made some time ago by M ■■ Brent of his mediation in the matter, 
stating that they would do every thing but just precisely what the Paraguayans demand 
— viz — recognize their independence — & from this position there is less probability 
now than ever of Rosas moving an inch. The operations of Urquiza have rendered his 
assurance doubly sure, whilst the slighting way in which the Paraguay forces are spoken 
of by Paz must tend to confirm him in the opinion which he has expressed to M"" Brent 
respecting the danger to be apprehended from their doings. 

We have no further news of the Expedition. It is rumored that Wright, of whose 
operations against the Anglo — Gallico — Italico — Brasilico Yankico merchant vessels 
I gave you an account in a former letter, has been captured. Many of the prisoners 
whom he made & who, it was feared, would experience the tender mercies of the famous 
decree, have been released on the application of a Captain of a Sardinian brig-of-war. 
He made his way to the Governor's humanity through his parentalism by persuading 
Manuelita to intercede for the poor devils; & when he was asked what was the number 
of his countrymen in durance he stretched it as much as he prudently could so as to 
save others of different nations. I do not believe that the decree will be carried at all 
into effect, although Arana has written a reply of forty pages to the protest gainst it of 
the plenipotentiaries, in which he upholds it with pertinacity invincible. Deffaudis is 
said to have written a letter to Rosas holding him personally responsible for any ttw/aw- 
ftil acts of violence which he may commit — ^The unlawfulness of course to be decided 
upon by the threatner. He came up here a short time since & remained several hours 
with the blockading squadron, to the infinite edification of the quidnunces, who soon 
got up a most exciting variety of ‘unquestionable facts as to his objects. Whatever 
they may have been, however, he was not considerate enough to communicate them 
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into a treaty & alliance with England & France. This ought, on every con- 
sideration, to have been prevented, I fear it is now too late. 

The passports by Brazil to Genl Riveira [Rivera] have turned out pre- 
cisely as I told Genl Guido they would. So far from their proving injurious 

March i8, 1846. 

My Dear Sir: When my father was in Paris during the time of Napoleon he heard a 
fishwoman one day in the street say to another lady of the same species, “ tu ments comme 
un bulletin de I’ Empereur ” — you lie like a bulletin of the Emperor,^ The phrase has 
been brought to my mind by the bulletins with which we are favored in these parts, the 
Imperial flourishes being at least rivalled by those of the republican heroes of the River. 
A short time since we got from Monte Video a grand account of Urquiza's having been 
compelled by Paz to make a precipitate retreat which became an ignominious flight, 
in the course of which he lost his baggage & horses & almost every thing but his life. 
The same day on which the news was received, I accompanied M"" Brent & the Commo- 
dore on a visit to Arana, who laughed at the statement & showed us a letter from 
Urquiza, in which he informed him of his intention to make a retrograde movement in 
consequence of not being able to pasture his horses where he was — & from this little 
blackbird the three great Monte-Videan crows were concocted. Unless Paz receives 
some important aid or Urquiza commits some egregious fault, there would seem to be 
little doubt of the latter’s success with a well disciplined, veteran army, flushed with 
continual triumph, opposed to a motley herd of undisciplined & almost unarmed re- 
cruits. Urquiza, too, is a native of Corrientes and thoroughly acquainted with every 
inch of the ground, & could hardly have involved himself in such difflculties as are 
described. Recent intelligence from Bolivia is of some moment. That country had 
got into a quarrel with Rosas about a connivance, real or asserted, with the ‘Savage 
Unitarians’, & its Minister here had been ordered home. Just, however, as he was on 
the point of departure he received counter-instructions by a special messenger, directing 
him not only to remain but to tender the military assistance off his Govt, if required to 
B. Ayres. This change was owing to the news of the Expedition & the battle of the Ob- 
ligado, & manifests an American spirit which cannot be too much applauded. The de- 
light of the little Minister, who is the Tom Thumb of diplomates, being under five feet 
in height, & who came post haste to M’’ Brent to tell him the good news_ before ever 
communicating with Arana, was quite contagious. The conduct of Bolivia is in very 
favorable contrast to that of Paraguay, though to be sure, the latter has much more 
serious causes of complaint against Rosas than the other. Of the removal of those 
causes there is still no probability. In the last conference between M’f Brent & Arana, 
the principal objection made to the opening of the River was the advantage which would 
accrue from it to England under the treaty of 1825 — a plea that strikes me, I confess, as 
absolutely ridiculous. In the first place, the treaty is destroyed by the war, although 
Rosas still affects to consider the attack made upon him as the mere work of the allied 
Ministers & not of their governments, & refuses to take advantage of the state of 
hostility to benefit the country whilst it is suffering all the evils which that state can 
inflict, & which would be almost compensated for by the destruction of the pernicious 
treaty. What good he hopes to derive from this course it is hard to imagine, the maxim 
of England being practically the very reverse of the grand old Roman one — ‘ parcere 
subjectis et debellare superbas.’ The more she is given the more she will take; & to get 
something from her, everything must be claimed. In Hood’s witty phrase, she is 
“troubled with an Anaconda ’’, & the only way to shuffle off her mortal coil is to make the 
most vigorous efforts in the outset. The fate of Laocoon is the emblem of that of any 
nation which once becomes fairly involved in her folds. Strict orders have been given 
by Rosas to his officers to act entirely on the defensive — so much so that a few days ago 
several boats of the blockading squadron were for hours under the guns of a masked 
battery not very far from the town, without being fired at, although they might have 
been sunk at the first discharge, & although in one of them was the Commander of the 
Squadron himself. A decree, however, threatening severe “reprisals’’ if the allied 
mediators continue to furnish aid to the rebels of Corrientes, which, ludicrously like as it 
IS to the threat of a man who has been cuffed & kicked to his hearths content to do some- 
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opposing factions at Monte Video to the extent of alarming the “Colonial 
Gov*.” (as the Gov? of that place is now familiarly called) & the singular 
spectacle is exhibited of Monte Video banishing Riveira, without permitting 
him to land even in that city after having formally demanded his passports 
from Brazil, as Envoy Extraordinary too of the Uruguay to the court of 
Assumcion. This strengthens Rosas by seriously dividing his foes. Riveira 
is popular with the Orientals and an outbreak, if not another revolution, 
among the Anti-Rosistas is expected to flow from the Proclamation of the 
“ Notables,” which I send you in the “ Jornal do Commercio ” of the 13*.^ inst 
in respect to Riveira. Thus two revolutions and a foreign intervention are 
likely to be existing in that unfortunate country at the same time. All will 
result in absolute conquest & dominion by England & France. The Brig 
“Bainbridge” arrived from the La Plata some weeks ago, all well. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Henry A . Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 45 Rio de Janeiro, April 2Q , 1846 . 

Sir: I regret exceedingly that a sense of duty compels me to make this 
communication to the Department. 

same treaty of 1825 provides that in case of war between the two countries the subjects 
or citizens of either of the two Contracting Parties residing in the dominions of the other 
shall not be troubled in any way whatever. How can an article of a treaty provide 
against a state of things by which the treaty itself is destroyed? If it can, then as the 
first article says there shall be perpetual amity between the two countries, it must 
knock the war in the head at once. Either the war kills the whole treaty or “Art. i." 
kills the whole war. It is, perhaps, to escape from this quandary that Gt Britain is 
making war In a friendly- way amusing herself, like the Irishman, with a peaceable fight 
with the party to whom she has sworn perpetual love. In the second place, the treaty 
only gives to the English the Commercial advantages of the most favored nation, & by 
opening the River to all the world, they would be deprived of any exclusive or especial 
benefit. The only way, in fact, to deprive them of such benefit is to invite the nations 
of the earth to compete with them in the trade, for they have got possession of it now 
& will keep it. This is a “fixed fact ” & common sense would seem to indicate that the 
only thing Rosas ought to try & do is to make the best of a bad job to remedy what he 
cannot remove but he seems to prefer losing his life to losing his arm, or rather flatters 
himself that he can save both. Whom God would destroy he first makes mad. 

It strikes me, indeed, as mattering little now how the discussions may end; for whilst 
they have been talking here the English have been acting i/iere, & Paraguay by this 
time is in their clutches. We have credible information that Hotham, who went to 
Assumption in January, is returning to Monte Video with a regular Charge from Lopez 
to the Govt of the town which makes it pretty clear that the bargain has been struck. 
The name of the Charg6 is Bernardo Jos 4 Llanos, a “Judge of Crime.” No dependence, 
I am satisfied, is to be placed upon the Paraguayans. . . . 




In a note dated 19*’' March 1846, ^ marked '' Private & ConfidentiaV* 
Brent inclosed to me the papers of which the within arc copies marked “A.” 

The only letters of importance which Hopkins addressed to me after 
he left this place for Buenos Ayres and before his return to Rio de Janeiro, 
are those of the 27*^ & 30«' of March last ^ of which the inclosed are coi)icK 
marked B. 

1 Above this part, note 2, p. 325. Just what were the enclosures marked A cannt>( he 
indicated since no enclosure with this despatch bears this mark. 1 ’resumably, they were i lu* 
enclosures mentioned in Brent’s letter of March 19. 

* These two letters of Hopkins follow: 

Edward A. Hopkins to Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to 

Monti';vxi)I';o, ^^(lrch 2-/, tS.jf), 

Sir: I arrived here a few days since from Buenos Ayres, after a delay there of twenty 
days in conformity with the desires of Mr Brent. 

My mission has been unsuccessful, and the dignity of the U. Slates has been inRult ed 
most grossly in the person of Mr Brent, by Gen! Rosas, inasmuch, as he accepted with 
expressions of the most friendly kind the mediation of the U. Stales, iS: in reply to the 
propositions of Paraguay through it, he has, .so far from showing a cordial R[)irit of 
conciliation & compromise towards her, and of faith in the said mcilialion, absolutcdy 
asked of & asserted against Paraguay more than before. 

When I first arrived there he refused as I had anticipated, admit tiii}^ me (o the roti- 
ferences between Mr Arana and Mr Brent, until after a personal interview between ub; 
when I was admitted, I however found out that Mr Brent my.self could not agree, 
and contrary to his wishes & his letters, on the hventieik day I left Bueno.s Ayres witli all 
hopes on this subject nearly abandoned. 

You will see in the circular directed to Gen! Guido more (‘.specially for your benefit, 
the bases of the reply of the Argentine Govt to the iirojiuHil ions of Paraguay, wlucli he 
will doubtless lay before you. 

I had several personal conferences with Gen! Rosas, in which I fancy I have !»ccn 
able to penetrate the man. My opinion of him, as he is now, is dilTcrcnt from all 
others. Certain it is that Mr Brent is a mere child in his IuukIh, I'i'. that with him hf in 
utterly unfitted to assert or support the dignity of his position or his country. 

The latter was more attentive and more complying to me in our laal eonfcrcuccs than 
in the first, and he told me more than I believe he has said to any other mun, vi/. 
that I could see him when I wished to do so. 

Feeling keenly the mortification which was ever present with me, <!<', caused by flic 
position which I saw my country held in Buenos Ayres, t could not consider it my duty 
to stay there any longer, as I told Mr Brent in my last note, "to chase nn ignis fatnus 
without form or substance.’’ Had there been visible on his part a sinct're desire to 
work with promptitude & certainty— had there been visible a hoiie to cling to of tdti- 
mate success by delay — had there been visible anything but a desire to tamper with him 
& with me, on the part of the Argentine Govl, I had acted otherwise. But I tlmnk 
God I am incapable of lending my presence or my actions to any such folly. 

Consequently I left. 

When I arrived here I met with Senores Bernardo Jovcllanos, and Atanasio Gonzules, 
^e confidential agents of the Paraguayan Govf, just arrived in an ICnglish war steamer. 
They inform me that as yet Paraguay has formed no convention, alliance or treaty, 
with the Anglo-French intervention, and that they are not authorized to form one. 
They only come to gain information to enable them to answer the iiropositions of the 
said intervention, and m c<3nformity with reports, the Govf will conclude or not a treaty 
or alliance with them, against Rosas. 

They are completely under the influence of true American principles d: feelings, and 
are about to direct a despatch to Asuncion, reporting in most explicit terms against all 
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Footnote 2, page 332 — Continued 

After my first conversation with Geni Rosas, I became convinced more than ever 
that now is the proper time to revive pen! Bolivar’s plan of the General Congress, and 
immediately exerting myself with this object in view, I have already accomplished 
much towards it. — I know that you & I can bring it about & become the second fathers 
of a magnificent plan, long since forgotten by all but Bolivia. I will reason the matter 
with you & sincerely long for your active cooperation. 

We see now one of the Gov*? of South America insulted by an European intervention 
in her affairs. Another part, this unfortunate city, is de facto an English colony. No 
one of the independent states of S. America has as yet been able to define or arrange her 
littoral rights, or to pursue her commerce or river navigation with anything like security; 
& among many of them exists a deceitful peace cemented by no treaties, & ready to be 
changed by a thousand ambitious men of different parties, into open & exterminating 
war. In these questions all claim alike deep & vital interests. 

The duties of this Congress should be: — 

First: to protest solemnly to the world against the armed Anglo-French intervention, 
as an insult to their individual & collective sovereignty — a precedent dangerous & 
oppressive; an injury against neutral rights & commerce, uncalled for & unnecessary as 
a retributive rneasure, for wrongs committed by the Argentine Gov‘, against either 
French or English subjects or residents, in their persons, their rights, or their properties; 
and to append thereto (the protest) a statement, that the pretences of England & France 
for this intervention as the guarantees of the independence of the Banda Oriental, 
are alike false & unfounded. 

Second: to arrange the limits of their respective States, or form separately the deputies 
of each bordering state with the other interested, an amicable agreement for a con- 
vention to this end on some future occasion. — 

Thirdly: to regulate by definite & conclusive laws the rights of all to the navigation 
of the rivers. The benefits would be threefold in this latter; 1“*, The ultimate settle- 
ment of the bone of contention on American principles. 2".'* The depriving England of a 
benefit from the second article of her treaty with B. Ayres, by a higher power than one 
of the contracting parties; and s*-**, taking from Gen! Rosas, his strongest reason for 
not granting to Paraguay her independence; which is, that, if he does so, England with 
her overwhelming commerce by the said article would have a perfect right to penetrate 
to Paraguay, she then being a foreign nation, & thus paralize all the efforts of the littoral 
states to create a commerce of their own. I give this as Gen! Rosas reason to me. If 
it is not the true one, at any view it will deprive him of all subterfuge in future. Among 
other benefits which would arise from this Congress, & which it is impossible to condense 
in this letter or to overestimate in general, I will mention the following. 

The Congress can decide whether deputies from Paraguay are to be admitted as 
deputies from an independent state. It can decide whether the deputies of Gen! Oribe, 
or those of the colonial Gov* of this city, are to be the representatives of the Banda 
Oriental, and by this latter measure agree to or disapprove the ultimatum of the Inter- 
vention, which says, that Gen! Oribe never shall be acknowledged as the legal President 
of the Banda Oriental. 

It will spread abroad throughout America ideas of fraternity & cornmunity in interests 
hitherto unknown; it will make her feel for & appreciate the blessings of the arts, of 
agriculture & of commerce, & it will teach her that in them exists her true happiness, 
her true interests and her sure honor — and above all, I firmly believe that it will be the 
foundation stone to the edifice of a true Argentine Confederation after our own model, 
to which if there ever be such a one, Paraguay will eagerly join herself, and be the con- 
trolling & regulating member until the time when by an entire change all the independ- 
ent states shall alike be fitted to perform their own duties. 

Last in my enumeration but not least, it will give to Europe a lesson which she will 
never forget, and which will put a stop to all future attempts like the present on any 
quarter of our continent, in showing her that we can & will take care of our own affairs, 
whether of the Northern or Southern continent, & will not tolerate any foreign inter- 
ference whether guaranteed or not. Ah! Sir, my brain whirls with very hope that I 
may see ere long a scene of such concentrated glory for America — it refuses with the 
thought of its splendor longer to confine itself to cool reasoning, for it carries me away 
beyond the bounds of human thought & action. And I do say, that I do believe, that 
in South America can be found enough national patriotism, enough knowledge, enough 



Sefior Manuel Rodrigue2, a brother officer of Bolivar's, and now Bolivian Minister in 
Buenos Aires, for his reply on this subject. It is in entire conformity with my ideas, 
& he farther informs me that Bolivia, always faithful to the grandest design of the great 
man whose name she bears, has now ready [already?] named her deputies for this 
Congress, and he recommended Lima as the best point. I should myself recommend 
the city of New-Orleans, as it is easier arrived at by the way of the isthmus, by all the 
deputies, & more entirely free from European bribery & influences, than any city of this 
continent. Gen! Rosas has stated to me his readiness to send his deputies to the same 
Congress, and the Bolivian Minister has sent to his Government, together with his 
own concurrence to the same effect, my letter to him, in which I beg him to solicit his 
Gov* to “put the ball in motion” with Chili and Columbia. 

I will attend to Gen! Rosas — Gen! Oribe & Paraguay. I leave to you the most im- 
portant part, that of inducing the Emperor of Brazil to make without delay the public 
or private call as may be best judged, and of naming the city of New-Orleans as the 
spot. We ask no seat or vote in this Congress, but we ought to claim a right to offer 
our advice and the force of our example, and a place, abroad from all sectional prejudices 
& influences of whatever kind, free as the air & the institutions our forefathers have 
given us. 

I am confident you will join with me in asking the Government of the U. States, to 
procure permission of the State Gov* of Louisiana for the use of this city for this pur- 
pose, & of transmitting it to the Emperor of Brazil. 

The Brazilian charge here has asked me for memoranda on this idea, for the purpose 
of writing to Sf Limpo de Abreu. I shall give him verbatim an extract of this letter. 

I forgot to state above that I have talked with many Argentines & with the Para- 
guayan Agents, upon this plan, for the purpose of preparing the public sentiment, & 
have been pleased to find universally, that it is fully ripe. All have agreed with me that 
now this very year if possible and in view of this Intervention, is the appropriate time, 
for the whole continent is rapidly awakening to its own importance in the political scale. 

I doubt not that the U. S. Gov* would gladly lend their men-of-war on both stations 
to the conveyance of these deputies. In fact it would be difficult to give them a duty 
to perform more in accordance with our own interests. I would willingly engage with 
simple credentials to all the independent powers of South America, to visit each & 
every one of them in person, & collect together their deputies in the city of New-Orleans, 
with this assistance, in teh months from this date, at the forfit [5fc] of my life. 

As an evidence of the promptitude & spirit of South America in this question of the 
Intervention, I will relate to you the following news. Three months past the Bolivian 
Minister in Buenos-Aires, disgusted with the treatment of Rosas, his presumptions 
claims of part of the Bolivian territory, & his refusal to make a fair treaty the draft 
of which I have seen, was about to withdraw the first favorable opportunity in obedience 
to the orders of his government. Last week he received despatches brought by a 
commissioned officer from the Govt of Bolivia, ordering him to remain & offer in its 
name all sympathy & aid to Rosas against the Intervention. Also if he was met with 
on his return to his own country, he was directed to proceed again immediately to 
B-Aires. This action of the Govt of Bolivia was consequent upon the news of the battle 
of Obligado. Also the day before I left B. Aires news of a similar nature arrived there 
m twenty days from Valparaiso. This is, as I have well explained to Gen! Rosas, not 
because he or his Gov* is popular, but because it is an American question against an 
European one. 

I have also requested Bolivia to send a diplomatic agent to Asuncion. 

Chili & the colonial government of this city, have recognized the independence of 
Paraguay, and I should not be astonished to hear that now England & France have 
done the same. . . . 

_ M- Hamilton tells me that he has sent you the last news from England by the “ Re- 
sistance , therefore I will not repeat them.^ It is gratifying however to see the germs of 
a rupture betw^een England & F ranee in this business, “A crown for jealousy & nought 
love.” (i.e. political love.) 

Another thing I have turned my attention to. To wit, a prevention against the 
attempt on the part of the colonial Gov* here, to place Gen! Rivera at the head of the 
Paraguayan forces, and so embroil them with Gen! Oribe, & prostitute her cause to their 
own purposes. I have firm hopes that Paraguay will not bear [hear?] to this, and that 
® character & abilities of the man they would make her ruin. 

ine General is here as vou are awara. nnt- alInTirori t-n tYr^ k,. u: 
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Footnote 2, page :sia~—Conlinued 

I take this opportunity (jf testifying that on my late visit to Buenos-Aires, I received 
every attctUu)ii from Coiu*^^" Lawrence Rousseau, that from the nature of my past 
connections 1 coulil expect. 

_ I hope tlie (Icspatolioa delivered to Mt French have been found. They were very 
important, (."v; 1 slunild greatly regret that by hia negligence the Imp! Gov! might be led to 
suspect, want of lulelity to perform an act of kindness on my part. The fact of the busi- 
nesis between us in, that Sr Lim|)o de Abreu has written to the Brazilian charge here 
about ill hrom that I judge they have not appeared. Do me the kindness to make 
Bjiecud iiic|tiine8 about themi* 

Mt Ilania in anxiously ex[)ccted Iierc. I hope he may come before I leave, as I am 
most anxious to hoar from tlie Dcii't. If you have anything for me or of interest to 
me, please semi it, as I shall be here iirohably for a month. Directed to Mt Hamilton, 
I reo'' tlianlc you for ii letter from my father, the /irst I have yet seen. 

I he lirsL jiarl of niy Jlfeiiiornmla wa.s taken from this letter, I will send you the 
ntldcuda. Siiioe beginning thi.s letter the Fnglish Packet ha.s arrived with Mr Ousely’s 
desputehes. liy it he has received full powers for the river La Plata, & all his acts 
luive been approved by the home government, lie has discretionary orders in reference 
to the British troops; ahso full command overall the forces of H. B. M. on this station. 
1 his is conclusive enough -wo have here likewise the declaration of Guizot to the same 
clfect. 

I have not had time to write to the .Sect^ of .State yet, but will do so by the next vessel. 

h'orget not to present my kind remembrances to your family, in which include its 
must imiiortaiit member. 

I am, Sir, (etc.]. 

Hdward A. Hopkins, to Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil 

Monxeviueo, March 30, 1846. 

.Sik: I liave far difforent news to communicate to you than those contained in the 
dosing paragraph of my letter of the 27^** inst — and from a more reliable source.^ 

Mt ()usely has been U|)poiiitcd Minister here to the colonial gov!, and not with full 
tMJWcrs ns before supposed. This may be considered a preparatory move to sending out 
another to Bueiios-AireH, vx c.onsctiueiitly a disapproval 01 his acts. 

'Pile commanding oHicer of the regiment has received positive orders to proceed 
b) the Gape of (loml I lope. The.HO orders he has shown to Mr Oiisely, & told him that 
if he was to lie dolained, he must give him written orders at his own peril. Mf Ousely 
rc[)lied that he would do so, as yet he has not. 

The '' Resistuficc" hrimglit here six olUcers for Admiral Dacres on the cape station, 
atul also a comnuindcr for the ‘‘ C!nnicoa”, in i)lacc of Sir Thomas Paisley. This latter 
a gun razee, together with tiie frigate "ICagle". have been ordered from the force 
here, around the llorn to ''Oregon”, and nnotlicr Irigate, the "Cadmus” I believe, is 
ordered from Ivnglnnd for the same statum. 

The «U()plie« of tltree dollars a day, to the distressed English subjects brought from 
Buenos-Aires by Mf Ousely, luive suddenly disappeared, & they are returning to their 
homes & properly by every conveyance in great numbers. 

'Phe I'rench Gov! has strongly jirotcstcd a^fainst the landing of the English troops here, 
t'fe I confidently think that it is their intention to withdraw from this business & throw 
all the odium on the ICnglish, thereby repaying them in their own coin for the debt 
contracted in the time of the I'Tonch blockade of _B. Aires. 

It is very true that the Baron de Marcuil is still in Kio de Janeiro, and that the Baron 
DefTaudls, though doing full as much as Mr Ousely, has kept himself very quiet. On 
the contrary, the latter, English like, has sought all the notoriety. 

We look for the next En^ish Packet to learn tlie fate of the 73''.'‘ regiment. Wlien 
the last packet sailed neither the news of the change in their destination, nor of the battle 
of Oblijgado had arrived in England. 

All this renders our cause with Rosas in behalf of Paraguay more difficult of settlement. 



These letters trom both gentlemen excitea, oi course, no nttie appreiicnaiun 
on my part of personal differences between them, and of consequent mischief 
to the interests of the U. States. With the former I resolved to have nothing 
to do, but felt it my duty to try to prevent the latter. As soon as the last 
letter was rec’d, therefore, on the 12*’" inst, I wrote a letter to M* Hopkins 
of which the inclosed is a copy marked “C”.* The copy of it was not fin- 
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thing; nor will the President of Paraguay allow any cattle to cross the river Parand 
for the support of his army. He has billeted it upon the Corrientinos. 

I have had long conversations with the plausible Mr Ousely. 

My respects — to your family [etc.]. 

I This letter from Wise to Hopkins follows: 

Rio DE Janeiro, April 12, 1846. 

Dear Sir: I have rec 4 your several letters of the 23’‘.‘’, 27*.'’, and of March. I 
now inclose to you two letters, or a letter & package which came to my hand for you on 
the day before yesterday. The letter was broken open by me before I perceived that 
it was to your address, which might well happen, as you may see, from the super- 
scription. 

I regret very much the failure of your message to Mr Brent, and of his mediation on 
the part of the U. States with the Argentine Govb I sincerely trust that in the affair 
you have committed no mistake. This, of course, I say in the candor of a friend. _ You 
were not entitled to audience of either Gen! Rosas, the Govf, or of Mr Arana, Minr of 
F. Affairs. Mr Brent was your only proper medium of communication. If you have 
attempted a conference, without the concurrence of Mr Brent and the invitation of the 
Argentine Gov*, and with the latter even without the former, you have, I fear, done 
wrong. Whatever difference or disgust you may have felt at the course of the Charge 
of the U. States, you should have neither manifested nor expressed it to any one else 
than to him, if to him. I regret exceedingly that your differences were not concealed 
at least from Rosas & Arana. I trust that you had no unpleasant differences with them 
as to the point of your being present at the conferences. I am at a loss to know in what 
light Gen! Rosas, as you say, ‘^acknowledged you.” Your functions were not such as to 
be known to Gen! Rosas, except through Mf Brent. The U. States had not sent you to 
B. Ayres, & you went there merely as the bearer of a letter from me to Mr Brent making 
known to the Argentine Gov*, through him, the result of your agency with the Gov* 
of Paraguay. I venture these remarks to you, because I apprehend that serious differ- 
ences have occurred between you & Mr Brent, for which I may possibly be held un justly 
responsible. I certainly was sure that you fully comprehended your relations to Mr 
Brent, and that you would act in conformity to them, or I should not have taken the 
responsibility of advising you to proceed to B. Ayres. I hope that your coui'se has been 
blameless, & expect at all events that you will exculpate me from all possible censure by 
[ ] Gov*. I regret that you did not proceed either directly on to Paraguay and report 
the failure of the mediation, or report to Pres* Lopez from M. Video and return to the 
U. States, or else return, after seeing the Paraguay comr!, immediately back to B. Ayres. 
I judge from all the information rec 4 both from you & Mf Brent, that the mediation has 
failed & shall so report to the Department of State at Washington. 

In the offer of his basis by Rosas, however, I see nothing insulting to the U. States' 
mediation, 

lam glad to hear so favorable a report of the dispositions of the confidential agents 
of Paraguay. They don't say, though, that Paraguay will not form a convention, al- 
hance or treaty with the Anglo-French inteivention — she has only as yet not done so, 
^d that they ^e not authorized to form any such. From this I apprehend the worst. 
The Int^vention is at Assuracion, & I now fear that the virus had taken before you left 
there. Those people-— -none of them — -understand either the true American feeling or 
the true American policy on any question. 

You say you deem it necessary to remain at M’Video for some days, when you will 
return to B. A. and try personally your cause by appeal from Arana to Rosas." I 
pray of you to forego any such determination. What aoneal can vou nossiblv havp frnm 



ishecl when Hopkins himself arrived at my house. I furnished him with 
the copy in person. He spoke of many matters connected with himself 8 c 
Brent and the Argentine Govh I showed him the paper signed by 
"Perez” ^ whicli he contradicted & offered to explain. He read to me a 
letter wliich he had addressed to Brent, ^ which I disapproved of, and 
whi(^h he promised to retract at my suggestion and which he afterwards 

course. If you feel that the mediation & your message to B. Ayres is in vain, return 
to Paraguay or to Wa.shington at once, and by all means abstain from returning to B. 
Ayrc.s with any feelings of disgust or mortification in respect to Mr Brent, or with any 
feelings of resentment towards Snf Arana. 

As to the revival of the plan of Genl Bolivar for a Gen- Congress, that is a subject, 
full of doubts (S: dinicultica, with which I must decline having any sort of connexion. 
And I beg of you to ahslain frotu meddling with it whilst you are a special agent of the 
U. Stales oil luiothcr (.S' far different subject, which might possibly in some way or other 
conflict with it. It is enough for me to say that I have no instructions on that subject, 
and am very sure that I shall have none. And I am sorry to say that the opinion I 
have formed of the Spanish provinces forbids me to hope anything from their union, 
wisdom, capacity of self-govf or any other virtue out of which any good could be ex- 
pected, or to which the u. States ought to think of committing themselves. All that 
W'C can do is to watch their wayward & wanton revolutions, & make the best we can out 
of them for our own commerce & general interest. That is all I wish to see clone now. 

I do trust that you did not attempt to introduce that subject to the Argentine GovI in 
connexion with the (|ucstioa of mediation; & that in all you do you will keep it andl 
everything' else .separate from your special agency. I cannot on this subject of a General 
('ongre.ss intercede, as you re(|uest, with the Brazilian Gov‘, & if Snf Limpo de Abreu 
meat ions the subject to me I must candidly express to him my opinion that the U. States 
will have nothing to do with it. The Panama Affair was too hot a failure, with which 
some lingers wore burnt. _ No, No, your ardent temperament & honest zeal, & fervid 
Americaiiism must not mislcacl you into the deceptive imagination that these ignorant, 
degraded, lawless, savage, mougrel-Spaniards are capable at all of appreciating much 
U'88 producing among themselves a [icaceful, happy, civilized & strong political organiza- 
tion like our own. Time it revolution alone can bring them to the permanent level of 
their (Itness. 

All the news you give but assures me that Rosas will not recognize the Independence 
of Paraguay. My advice, therefore, is to collect all the information you have — send 
your report to President Lopez, N return immediately to the U. States. 

I am gratified to know from you that Comd'^.’ Rousseau treated you with so much 
kindness it rcsiiecl. 

The dcspatclic.s you brought from Assuincion to the Imp! Gov!' were finally found in 
the hatuis of Mf h'reiich's messenger. Some difliculty ik doubt was excited about the 
matter, which I explained iSr. removed. I have rec'i nothing from the Depart, in respect 
to your Agency since you left. 

.Since you left Rio, u hill has been presented to Maxwell Wright & C°, drawn by you 
in favor of some person at Assumciou, of which Mr Wright says you gave him no notice 
when you were here. It has been honored, but you had better explain your failure to 
notify them when you settled with them by giving them bills on the Sect, of State 
whilst here. 

I have heard nothing; from Mr Harris. The news from the U. States is pacific, but 
our trade has suffered immensely by the apprehensions of war caused by panic makers 
& speculators. You must take every word of this in good part, as the plain talk of an 
honest iKi sincere friendship for you.— If your agency, so far as the mediation is con- 
cerned, must fail, still it will have vastly rcixiid the Gov? in the information you have 
procured for it. And I desire it to be said that you have done all you or any one could 
do, & have done nothing wrong. 

Truly yr friend, [etc.]. 

» For this document which is a long memorandum, dated March 12, 1846, of an interview 



occurred at Buenos Ayres in relation to himself. He sailed from this port 
on the 19*.'' insh And not wishing to mingle at all in what appeared to me 
purely personal matters, I abstained purposely from alluding to these sub- 
jects in my last despatch which M • Hopkins bore. 

Since the 19*'' Com^-® Rousseau, with the Columbia of Saratoga, arrived 
here, and yesterday he furnished me with the inclosed copies of papers 
marked “D.” They are copies of a letter from M- Hopkins to Genl Rosas, 
of Mf Arana’s notice thereof to M- Brent, ^ and of the correspondence of 
M • Hopkins with Capt : Henry, & of the correspondence of the latter with M • 
Consul Hamilton at Monte Video.^ It is not for me to characterize these 
proceedings of M ^ Hopkins. The only comment which it is my province to 
make is: that the whole scope of all the advice, counsel, or views which, under 
instructions, I gave to M- Hopkins, is to be seen in my letters to him, par- 
ticularly those of the ii*.*' of February last and of the 12*.'* insh^ which have 
heretofore been and are now transmitted to the Department; that there was 
nothing in my course, conversation or correspondence which could possibly 
be construed to incite or prompt such proceedings, whether right or wrong, 
on the part of M* Hopkins; and nothing on my part I trust, which can in the 
slightest degree deserve the disapprobation of the President of the U. States. 

Inclosed is a copy of a letter marked “E.” in reply to his heretofore sent 
to you, which I have just addressed to President Lopez, of Paraguay.® . . . 

With the highest respect [etc.]. 

iFor Hopkins’s astounding letter to Rosas, dated March 19, 1846, see above, vol, i, pt. 
II, doc. 173, note 2, p. 343. 

’ See vol. I, pt. II, doc. 173. 

’The correspondence between Hopkins, Captain Henry, and Consul Hamilton, is not 
included in this publication. 

* For the text of Wise's letter to Hopkins, of April 12, 1846, see above, this part, doc. 593, 
note I , p. 336 ; and for that of F ebr uary 1 1 , 1 846, see vol. i , pt. ii, doc. 1 64, note i , p. 330 ; an d 
for comment regarding the latter, see above, this part, doc. 589, note i, p. 319. 

^ Wise's letter to the President of Paraguay follows: 

Rio de Janeiro, April 20, 1846. 

Sir: The letter, which Your Ex'?' did the Undersigned the honor to address to him, 
on the 28t*' day of Decf 1845, was duly received; through the prompt agency of Mf 
Edward A. Hopldns, in the early part of the month of February last. The Undersigned 
has awaited the issue of important movements, caused by its contents, to return to Yf 
Ex'.' a proper answer. These movements & their issue he will proceed to describe. 

Your Ex'y’» letter found the Undersigned, as Envoy &c of the U. States at this court, 
without instructions or powers from his Gov*, on the subject of it, other than that to 
aid & advise Mt Hopkins, generally, in the conduct of his special agency to Paraguay. 
But this power the Undersigned hesitated not to exercise so far as to counsel Mf Hop- 
kins not to permit the objects of Yf Ex'.' to fail for the want of instructions to him to 
proceed, in any contingency to Buenos Aj^es, or for the want of express & definite 
powers upon which he was to act in case his tender of the mediation of the U. States 
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should be accepted as it was by the Supreme Gov‘ of the Republic of Paraguay. And 
the Undersigned, immediately, upon the receipt of Your Ex^y’" letter, on the ii**' day 
of February last, ^ave his written advice to Mr Hopkins to the following effect: 

I*.* The Undersigned set forth, verbatim, the information contained in Yf Ex'y’® 
letter; enumerating distinctly, as therein contained, the points insisted upon by the 
Republic of Paraguay, as the bases of any adjustment to be concluded with the Argen- 
tine Confederation. 

2ndiy detailed the information received from Mr Hopkins himself, for which refer- 
ence was made to him by Yr Ex’y. 

3*‘'^!y He added whatever other material information was to be obtained at this court. 

And: 

4thiy Finally, advised Mr Hopkins to proceed with all possible despatch to Buenos 
Ayres & there to submit all this information to W“ Brent Esqr, Charge d’Affaires of the 
U. States, & through him to the Argentine Govb And the Undersigned failed not to 
second the terms proposed by Paraguay by all the argument & proof in his power to 
show that they were honorable & just. 

Mr Hopkins, with the message to Mr Brent, described, arrived on the 27^.'" of Feb- 
ruary last at Buenos Ayres, He returned to Rio de Janeiro during the past week, & 
departed hence for Washington on the 19'? inst. From Mr Brent the Undersigned has 
received an official report of the proceedings of the mediation at Buenos Ayres. He 
states that after receiving information of the Treaty of alliance, offensive & defensive, 
against the Gov* of Buenos Ayres, by the Gov*“ of Paraguay & Corrientes, & after 
receiving a letter from the Undersigned, dated the 12**’ of January 1846, he, on the 31"* of 
January 1846, offered to the Argentine Gov* the mediation of the U. States. 

Thus 27 days before Mr Hopkins arrived at B. Ayres the mediation of the U. States 
was offered to Gen! Rosas & it was accepted on the 26*'’ of February thereafter. And 
on the 27*'' of February an order was issued by the Argentine Gov* to Gen! Urquiza not 
to invade the Paraguay territory under any consideration. This order was issued, 
doubtless, in consequence of the mediation of the U. States, & partly in consequence of 
the information which Mr Plopkins had communicated to the Undersigned, & which he 
communicated in his letter of Jan^ 12*!’ to Mr Brent, that Yr Ex'? had assured Mr 
Hopkins that the Gov^ of Paraguay would refrain from invading the Argentine territory 
& wait a reasonable time, four months say, to receive intelligence of the success of the pro- 
posed mediation of the U, States. 

The information, thereafter carried by Mr Hopkins to Buenos Ayres, on the 27*!' 
of February, that Paraguay notwithstanding the alleged previous assurances of Your 
Ex'f to Hopkins, had already marched an auxiliary army into Corrientes, reached the 
Argentine Gov* at an inauspicious moment, & it was well calculated to cause doubt & 
distrust & seriously to impair the success of the mediation. This was much to be re- 
gretted. Still, however, the mediation proceeded. On the 28*'’ of February Mr Brent 
presented a copy of the letter of the Undersigned containing the bases of Paraguay, to 
the Argentine Gov*. It was not until the night of the 18* of March that he received 
the propositions of that Gov* in reply. These as yet have not been communicated 
to the Undersigned. But on the 16^ of March the Argentine Gov* presented to Mr 
Brent the "bases of that Gov* conducive to an equitable & honorable arrangement of 
the pending differences with " Paraguay. — 

“i".* — The Gov* of the Argentine Confederation recognizes the Independence of the 
Province of Paraguay in all that concerns the internal management & administration, 
in the same way as the Argentine Confederated Provinces are: — that of Paraguay 
adhering to the Confederation in the form and terms established in the fundamental 
compact of the 4^ of January 1831, subject to the duties which said Provinces have 
imposed on it, & with a right to the privileges which have been reserved to it in the same 
(compact). 

"2n<iiy The Gov* of the Argentine Confederation, as soon as the Province of Paraguay 
unites itself to it, recognizes in the inhabitants of Paraguay the freedom & security of 
entering & passing with their vessels & cargoes in all the ports, rivers & territories of 
each one of the Provinces of the Confederation, exercising in them their industria, 
with the same freeness just rights & protection which the natives of the Province enjoy 
where they may reside, be it permanent or accidental; & in the same stipulated terms 
as are contained in the 8*1* article of the treaty celebrated with the littoral provinces 
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not desirable, & meanwhile amicably &_paclficallv to 


fixed In the 4‘J‘ article of the convention celebrated between the ^ost Excellent Guber- 
natorial Juntas of Buenos Ayres & Paraguay, on the xi of Octf i8li, should be re- 


spected.” 


the 


This ” Mf Brent writes to the Undersigned, "puts the mediation m possession of 
me bases of Paraguay & Buenos Ayres.” — He adds. — "All I can say 
that I shall set about examining the papers sent me by Mr Hopkins, & which he tells me 
contain the reasons for the views of Paraguay, & I shall also examine the papeis pre- 
sented by the Argentine Gov*. As Mediator, I do not feel justified in proceeding 
without such examination.” — . 

Brent, thus, by the last advices was examining, as Mediator, the respective bases 
of the two Gov*® of Paraguay & of the Argentine Confederation. And in that state 
of the proceedings Mr Hopkins departed from Buenos Ayres, & thus far only has the 
Undersigned reported to the Gov* of the U. States, and now informs Your Ex. the 

President of Paraguay. ^ jk • lu, 

Being without due authority, the Undersigned cannot otherwise thM unom^aity 
assure ¥*■ Ex^y that the sense of satisfaction manifested by the Supreme Gov of J ara- 
guay at the mediation tendered by the Gov* of the U. States will be very pjratifying to 
the President of the U. States. The U. States have been truly disinterested m their over- 
tures of friendship to the Republic of Paraguay. They seek exclusive advantages from 
no foreign nation on earth. Theirs is a policy of just equality & reciprocity with every 
nation, neighboring or remote. They desire not to appropriate & would not appropriate 
to themselves, if they could, either by force or by favor, a single privilege of intercourse 
with Paraguay which should be alike enjoyed by every nation of the -world.^ They ask 
only amity, & equality & reciprocity of commerce with any nation & are jealous only 
of aggrandizing & monopolizing spirit among arnbitious Powers. — By following the pure, 
wise & virtuous counsels of the “Father of their Country,” Gen’ Washington, to culti- 
vate peaceful & commercial relations with all nations & to form entangling alliances with 
none, they have arrived at not only Independence but a height of grandeur & power 
which commands respect, & fortifies all their interests & their honor. They are now, 
in strength exalted far above the necessities of art, stratagem, subtlety or fraud. There 
is no reason for them to deceive a People, like Paraguay, struggling in infancy for free- 
dom & independence. Such a People must excite no other feeling with the Gov* of 
the U. States than that of sympathy & good will, and cause no other acts towards them 
than those of amity & assistance. They will not involve themselves by guarrantees or 
by alliances, but they can & will & do exert a moral power among the nations of the earth, 
far stronger & far more lasting than the force of arms. All they desire is to see every 
People, who choose it & who are fit for it, enjoy freedom in their own mode, secured by 
a liberal & prosperous system of permanency, order & power. Therefore it was that 
they sent a special agent to Assumption. He had instructions only to obtain proper 
information to enable the President & Congress of the U. States to judge whether 
Paraguay was entitled to her independence & whether she had the means to maintain 
it, & to tender simply their mediation & kind offices of their Gov* to effect an amicable 
adjustment with the Argentine Confederation. Beyond this M" Hopkins had no powers, 
authority, or instructions whatever, & whatever beyond this he may have assumed 
to say or to do he must be regarded as having said or done solely as a private individual 
& on his own mere personal responsibility. He will make his report to the Gov* of 
the U. States & upon that, in part, may depend its determination to recognize or not the 
independence of Paraguay. But much more depends, in respect to such a recognition, 
on the policy which may be adopted by Paraguay herself. If the U. States are per- 
suaded that the countries of Entre Rios, Corrientes, & Paraguay are about to form a 
confederacy, & to unite in a warlike treaty against the Argentine Republic, under the 
auspices & as allies of the Anglo-French Intervention, yielding to the latter certain exclu- 
sive advantages of commerce & navigation for & in consideration of military aid, they 
will withold all interposition, except perhaps to protest against any such example by 
American States. — But if Paraguay maintains her independence, with true dignity 
& sovereignity, separate from all European alliances, & without yielding her paramount 
interests to a temporizing policy, & without tramelling her political & commercial re- 
lations by complicated treaties of monopolies on the one hand & guarrantees on the 
other; the Undersigned is confident that the U. States will, without force, but with 



latest extraordinary news from Monte Video. After demanding his pass- 
ports of Brazil, & then decreeing him banishment on his arrival, the Gov^ of 
Uruguay was itself at last expelled by Riveira after shedding some blood. 
This will strengthen Rosas. 

I send also a copy of a letter which I have deemed it proper to address to 
Brent, marked “F.” 


594 

Henry A . IVise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

No. 46 Rio de Janeiro, June ig, 1846. 

Sir: The day before yesterday I received by the hands of Doctor Don 
Diego de Alvear, the despatches of the Department N° 21 & N° — , the former 
dated the 31”* of March & the latter the 4*^ of April last, signed by Mr.Trist 
Acting Secy of State.® They found me just recovering from a month’s 
severe illness. The credit opened for me on special account with Mess^® 
Baring Brothers & Co., to meet the drafts which Hopkins might draw 
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The Undersigned is informed that the Paraguayan Commissioners at Monte Video 
regarded the U. States’ mediation as having failed. He trusts not. But, if it is so to 
be regarded by Paraguay, from the character of the bases proposed by the Gov* of the 
Argentine Confederation, still the Undersigned hopes that Paraguay will abstain from 
all alliance & treaty, for the present at all events, with the Armed Intervention of Eng- 
land & France. 

M'’ Hopkins requested the Undersigned to forward what is contained In the Inclosed 
package. The Undersigned knows nothing of the contents, & must not be deemed 
responsible for them. 

The Undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 

‘Mr. Walsh’s note follows: 

Tuesday — April 2i, 1846. 

My Dear. Sir: I arrived last night in the Columbia, but, with my usual luck, am so 
ill as to be obliged to keep my room. I hope, however to be able in a day or two to pay 
you my respects & to resume my place in the office. We had a pleasant passage of 
twelve days. Just before we left there was a sort of revolution in M. Video on account 
of Rivera. The troops rebelled, fired upon their general & frightened the Gov* into 
M’’ Ouseley's garret where it lay perdu for several days during which all was confusion 
& anarchy with a little spilling of blood. The English & French would not interfere 
forcibly on the ground that they had no right to intermeddle in the domestic dissensions 
of the place! a piece of logic in very pretty keeping with the rest of their mediation. 
They prevented, however, anything like pillage & devastation. Matters were ar- 
ranged by the landing of Rivera at 1 1 o’clock the night before we sailed — but how long 
they will stay arranged it is hard to tell. It is certain that no more troops will be sent — 
the Duke of Wellington has written to M’’ Ouseley that it Is impossible to furnish him 
with a sing-le soldier & directed him to send the 45*** reg* to its destination at the Cape 
as soon as feasible. Intervention, to all appearance, is approaching its end. 

With my best compliments to the ladies. 

very resp^' & truly. 
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of April last. He drew by my advice & aid on the Mess^® Maxwell Wright 
& Co., who promptly honored all his bills. He gave them bills on the 
Department which I trust will be duly honored. His necessary expenses 
by the time he reaches Washington must have amounted to from twelve to 
fifteen hundred & his per diem must have exceeded two thousand dollars: 
so that there will be enough due him by the U. States to cover all advances 
to him & all his bills. He took an interpreter & guide with him to Assump- 
tion, a M - A. Baguet, whom he left there, & for whom he left a credit here 
with Mess^® Maxwell Wright & Co. They have lately at my request honored 
M' Baguet’s draft on me for $150 Spanish, & I suppose he will require that 
much & more, in addition, to pay his per diem & expenses back to this place. 
But the credit for M'' Baguet’s expenses, as near as they could be come at, 
was included in Mr. Hopkins’ bills on the Department in favor of Mess’J® 
Maxwell Wright & Co., so that the bills already drawn by M”" H. on the Dep^ 
will probably cover the whole am- necessary to meet the balance of expenses 
here. Messrs. Maxwell Wright & Co. very handsomely, at my request, met 
the responsibilities of the Gov* for the Special Agency, & I trust that they 
will have no difficulties with their bills. Some of M*' Hopkins’ vouchers, as 
he said, were left with M*' Baguet at Assumption. As soon as the latter 
gentleman returns to this place with them, they shall be forwarded to the 
Deph 

As M' Hopkins has gone home, I return the sealed despatch of the Gov- 
for him ; ^ the copy is retained & recorded in this office. I was apprehensive 
that his course at Assumption would not be approved; and whilst on this 
point I beg leave, as soon as my attention has been called to it, to correct an 
error of my own in my despatch N® 39.2 In stating my reasons for advising 
M- Hopkins to proceed to B. Ayres with a message from me to M' Brent, 
communicating the letter of Pres - Lopez, I said “And if we have all gone too 
far in assuming the responsibility of Mr. Hopkins going to B. Ayres as a 
bearer to M’^ Brent of the mediation of the U. S. between Gen' Rosas & 
Paraguay, it must he remembered that he was duly authorized to tender that 
mediation &‘c. dfc.” The words underscored express a decided error. There 
was no express authority for M*" H. to tender the mediation of the U. States. 
I should have said: “it must be remembered that he was duly authorized 
after having with prudence & perseverance acquired all the information in his 
power to satisfy him that Paraguay was in fact an independent nation, & 
was capable of maintaining her independence,’’ to “commit the President 
on the question of the recognition of the independence of Paraguay’’: & 
to have added— “that the mediation has been accepted &c. &c.’’ Believing 

^ instruction, to Hopkins, dated March 30, 1846, see below, the volume and part 

containing Communications to Paraguay. 
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that Hopkins, trusted as he was by the Govh was the most proper person 
to bear it, I hesitated not to advise & counsel him as I did in my letter to him. 
But why he & Brent ever laid that letter before the Argentine Govh 
as they did, I cannot comprehend. A synopsis of it has been published, 
with the whole conduct & correspondence of M*^ Hopkins in B. Ayres; & 
I cannot but again express the regret, after knowing what M" Hopkins’ 
unexampled course has been, that he ever with my advice went to B. Ayres 
with the message to M'' Brent. He was but a messenger to M*” Brent, yet he 
seemed to suppose himself invested with a diplomatic character & with ex- 
traordinary powers, at B. Ayres as well as at Assumption. And at B. Ayres, 
especially, he went far out of the pale of his agency to enter upon most 
delicate & extraneous topics. His course there has caused much trouble to 
Gen! Guido, the Argentine Minister at this Court, who has lately been com- 
pelled to address to me three long documents, which being in Spanish shall 
be transmitted as soon as translated & copied. He assures me that his Gov- 
makes no complaint of me, but on the contrary expresses very favorable 
sentiments; & as a manifestation of its respect it desires that I should be 
fully acquainted with its whole policy in regard to Paraguay & to the inter- 
vention of England & France, to explain & defend which is the object of his 
communications. He furnishes also a copy of the paper signed Perez as 
to the offensive personal interviews of M*" Hopkins with M* Arana. 

But by a turn of events which would be curious in any other affairs than 
those of the River Plate, which are never singular except when they are 
regular & such as ought to be expected, the proceedings of M' Hopkins are 
not likely to involve the U. States in any “serious difficulties before the 
mischief can be arrested by making known the true state of the facts. ’’ The 
revolt of Corrientes has been suppressed. Paz, the revolutionary Gen!, has 
fled & been deposed from all command, Corrientino or Paraguayan; the army 
of Corrientes has been totally dispersed, & the Governor, Madariaga, has re- 
turned to his allegiance to the Argentine Confederacy; the army of Paraguay 
has returned to the limits of that Republic; Pres* Lopez has declared the 
treaty, offensive & defensive, with Corrientes, null & void ; & the news is 
pretty authentic, direct from England, that the armed Intervention of Gt 
Britain & France is to cease, & that Gen! Oribe’s entrance to Monte Video 
is no longer to be opposed by those Powers. Thus Gen^ Rosas is at last to 
enjoy perfect triumph & success. The authority for this news you will find 
in the accompanying extracts from letters of M' Consul Hamilton at Monte 
Video, & of M*" Baguet at Assumption.* In addition to these, the Official 
Journal of this city of the I6*^ inst. stated that the notices from Assumption 

1 The pertinent portions of the enclosed extracts from the six letters to Wise from Consul 
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Asunci6n, Paraguay, April z6, 1846. 

Sir: Some days ago I learned from the Braz? Minister that M'" Plopkins has 

proceeded to the River Plate, & on the 14“ inst. arrived here the Baron de Jaen by 
(Chico Pedro) bearer of official papers for the Minister, who handed me a parcel with 
dispatches for M'’ Hopkins. 

I avail of this opportunity to inform you with important events occurred lately in 
Corrientes. Since long the Congress was not in good terms with Joaquim Madnaga 
the Governor. The time of his administration being expired, he refused to give up the 
power & likewise declined to make them acquainted with the Correspondence held with 
Urquiza. They requested Paz to send them about 400 men for their defense, in fear of 
some treason on the part of the Govf The latter being aware of it went to their en- 
counter with troops & in a fight they had together, about twelve men were killed. 
After this Gov. Madriaga dissolved the Congress. These facts beingf known in the 
army, the disunion raised amongst the troops. One part drew back to Corrientes 
the other, commanded by Gen! Paz, accused Govr Madriaga to remain at the power 
against the law & to be willing to reincorporate Corrientes into the Argentine Confed" 
in order to save his brother prisoner of Urquiza. (About two months ago in an attack 
upon the vanguard commanded by Gen! Madriaga he fell senseless under his horse & 
was made prisoner.) Paz with a small body of troops withdrew, they report, to the 
Uraguay. The result of this is that the Paraguayan army is coming back, very likely 
at the order of their gov‘. They say that an envoy of Corrientes is on the way to the 
Capital. 

About two weeks ago the “ Paraguayo Independiente” published that Urquiza, in his 
own name, had proposed to the Governor Madriaga that, if Corrientes was again incor- 
porated into the Ar: Confed? & Paz obliged to leave the Country he (Madriaga) should 
remain as Govf & Capt? Gen!, & his brother put at liberty — on part of Paraguay that 
her independence should be proclaimed, if she recalled her troops from Con-ientes. I 
am very anxious to communicate this news to M'' Plopkins but I do not know how, & 
perhaps he may be on the way or returned to Rio de Janeiro. 

Very resp? &c. 


A. Baguet to Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil 


Asunci6n, May 2, 1846. 

Sir: Through the courtesy of the Brazl? Minister I had the honor to address you un- 
der date of 16^-*' ult? & herewith goes the duplicate for same favor. 

On the 24*?’ ult? arrived here D. Balthazar Dacosta, uncle to Governor Madriaga, as 
envoy of Corrientes. The only but important news I was informed of, is that the of- 
fensive & defensive treaty between Paraguay & Corrientes is null. Also arrived on 
the 28 of last month Gen! Paz. The paper of Corrientes states that Urquiza, after his 
arrival in Entre Rios has dismissed his troops. 

They report that the Paraguayan Army has arrived at the other side of the Parana. 
I saw in the paper of M, Video that M*" Hopkins is proceediner to Paracfuav with Com: 
Rousseau in the U. S. brig Bainbridge. 

Very respr. 

R. M. Hamilton to Henry A . Wise 


Montevideo, April 30, 1846. 

My Dear Sir: Since Gen! Riverra [Rivera] became Comr in Chief of the Garrison, he 
has dnven away several officers from the Lines, being Argentines, of wliom he is ex- 
tremely jealous, Mme have already gone, & others are going up River to join Gen! Paz 

^ English & French military Forces, & it is 

well known that he wishes them all out of this country. " Entre nous,” I should not be 
all surpn^d, that an understanding exists between him & Geni Oribe, many are of this 
opinion; The contract for the provisioning the Troops on the Line being about to ex- 
pire, & the Gov. having no means of renewing it, called upon the Ministers of France Sc 
assistance, (the sum required monthly is about 45000 Dollars) & they 
foi^^ furnish $12000 per month, so long as the present ■members whicK 

form the Gov.rema%n -in office, & these sums are to be distributed under the suoervision 
of Ouseley & Deffaudis, the balance oj the requisite am! depends upon contribS ons 
perhaps /orced, Rivera wished the money placed in his hands: which met 
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of the gov?, hence the foregoing proviso: Riverra is crafty, & dissatisfied, & I anticipate 
some serious disturbance ere long, & I am inclined to believe that the English & French 
are of the same opinion on that head, we know that the former have been busily em- 
ployed lately in preparing the Transport “Resistance” for sea, placing on board pro- 
visions for the Troops, that they may be embarked at a moment’s warning; in a word, I 
have made up my mind, that the British & French in the course of a short time, will 
withdraw their troops & retire in sullen disgust. 

&c &c. 

R. M. Hamilton to Henry A . Wise 

Montevideo, May i, 1846. 

My Dear Sir: All that I wrote you yesterday about Riverra, appears to have been 
chimerical, inasmuch, as last night, he embarked with some seven hundred troops, 
whtte & black, on some expedition up the River, which has been attended with great 
secresy, his object from the best information I have been able to obtain, is, that he in- 
tends landing at Colonia & surprize the Besiegers of that place, which he will no doubt 
accomplish, & then proceed into the interior of the country & augment his forces by the 
stragglers of his party, which are in all parts of it, he will then raise an army 
sufficient to harass Gen! Oribe, in the course of a couple of months, now that Urquiza 
has left this province of the Banda Oriental, there are many Orientals with Oribe, /row 
compulsion, who will desert to join Riverra, when oppy. offers. I am anxious to keep 
you fully posted, as to political matters here, but the daily fluctuations are such, as to 
render R almost impossible the movements vary in their direction as the clouds in a 
whirlwind, consequently you must concentrate the accounts you receive & glean from 
them & from your own conclusions; the probability is, that now Riverra has gone, that 
Adm! Lain6 will not rest, until he gets h.\s favorite, Pacheco, on shore again, & in com- 
mand on the lines, Pacheco has been his guest on board his ship since he was driven 
from the city. 

R. M. Hamilton to Henry A. Wise 

3- Montevideo, May 10, 1846. 

Gen! Riverra arrived & landed at Colonia with some 600 men on the 2^ ins? where he 
obtained a reinforcement of 200 more, & 300 Horses, on the 3^ he marched for the in- 
terior, & after skirmishing with some of the flying parties of Oribe, he succeeded in the 
obtainment of 1000 head of Cattle which he sent into Colonia on the fourth, since when 
he has not been heard from. 

By the “British Packet” herewith you will be informed of a Revolution, amongst 
the enemies of Rosas at Corientes, & the dismissal & flight of Paz into Paraguay; this 
news has struck the Ministers of England & France with consternation, & it upsets their 
anticipations of the overthrow of Rosas by the combined forces under the direction of Paz. 

I mentioned to you in my letter of the ult? that Ouseley & Deffaudis, had agreed 
to furnish $12000 each monthly for the support of the troops, & it was only yesterday 
that an arrangement was made by the “Commission ” (or purchasers of the duties) for 
furnishing the Isalance required, monthly, for the next six months. 

Several Sardinian vessels which were lying in the harbor of Ensinada [Ensenada], were 
burned by the E. & F. a few days ago, one of which vessels it is said, had 5000 hides on 
board, British property 

Will you have the kindness to give me your valued opinion, as to the result of the 
Oregon question, Will it be Peace or War, we understand here that several vessels of 
war have been despatched from England to the Pacific, & we know that some of those 
here have been ordered to that destination, but are detained by Adm! Inglefield & 
Ouseley, as have been the troops destined originally for the Cape of Good Hope, many of 
the latter have died here, & there are now one hundred of them on their backs in the 
hospital, there is a general discontent amongst the officers of the Regiments in conse- 
quence of their detention, there appears to be but one feeling amongst them, which is, 
that they have no business here, Capt? Henry dined with them on a recent occasion & 
they thus expressed themselves. 

R. M. Hamilton to Henry A. Wise 

4. Rio DE Janeiro, May ii, 1846. 

I have but a moment to say that I have just seen a letter which states that Corientes 
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Urquiza sent him 1500 men, under the Command of the Brother Madriaga, who was but 
recently made a prisoner by Urquiza, what the E. and F. will now do, is to be seen, 
they are up to their eyes in a " Pantana.” 

R. M. Hamilton to Henry A . Wise 

5. Montevideo, June 2, 1846. 

My Dear Sir: My last letter to you bears date 9*!* ulto. in relation to Corrientes, 
Gen} Paz &c &c. I have now only to confirm the same & refer you to the accompanying 
newspapers for further information, I have letters from B. Ayres to 28^'’ ult?, which 
inform me that the Convoy, some Eighty vessels, were at anchor some short distance 
•above the Batteries of “San Lorenzo," where are mounted twenty pieces of heavy 
cannon, which will cause great destruction to the passing vessels, Govf Rosas has 
recently sent a reinforcement of 1000 men to Gen! Moncilla [Mansilla], commanding in 
that quarter, we are looking for the arrival of the Convoy every hour. 

On the io‘}’ Octr last the Gov! of M, Video issued a decree prohibiting all intercourse 
with those points, or places, which were in possession of the Enemy, and having no 
naval force to carry said decree into effect, applied (as Mr Ouseley informed me verbally) 
to the English & French Admirals for the requisite aid, which was granted, this arrange- 
ment has never been oflficially made known, either to this Consulate, or the Command- 
ers of our ships of war, moreover the British & French in their decrees of Blockade, as 
regards the Banda Oriental Territory, have nearly declared the Ports of this Republic, 
which are or may be in possession of the army, under rigorous blockade, they have 
said nothing about the shores & coasts, which form the tiarbor of M. Video, ofificially. 
Some few weeks ago Cap* Henry had occasion to send one of his Boats on shore, where 
the Enemy had possession, & on her return, a Boat under French colors put off from 
Rat island, & when near the Plymouth’s boat, the former hailed & ordered the latter 
to proceed to the island, which of course was refused, the Officer observing that if he, 
the Frenchman, wanted anything, he had better go on board the Plymouth, & thus the 
two Boats separated, the Frenchman for the island & the other for the ship, it must be 
particularly noticed that there was no officer in the French Boat, (which was entirely out 
of rule). On the arrival of the Midshipman on board the Plymouth, he made his report 
of what had occurred, & in consequence of which, Capt" Henry sent his i"* Lieu* Dar- 
cantil, with a polite message to Admi Laine on board his flag ship, requesting to be in- 
formed of the cause & meaning of the interruption attempted to be practised on his 
Boat, on her way from the shore to his ship & &, And it appears that so soon as Lieut. 
D. had made the Adm! acquainted with the object of his visit, the latter flew into a 
violent rage, 8c said if they wanted shot they should have enough of them, (of course 
meaning the Americans) & after making use of other uncourteous language, he said that 
the shore was blockaded, M"" Darcantil being surprised at the reception he met with, 
retired & returned to his ship without having received any further explanation in regard 
to the Boat affair. 

Capt“ Henry having made me acquainted with the circumstances, & the extraordi- 
nary & unjustifiable want of courtesy on the part of Adm! Laind, I suggested to him as 
the better course, to report the past transactions, & the whole affair, to Com: Rous- 
seau, & await his instructions on the subject. I must mention, that at the time of the 
Boat Affair, two of the officers of the " Plymouth " had been left on the shore occupied by 
Gen! Oribe, & of course it was necessary to send a Boat from the Plymouth, to conduct 
them on board, at all hazards, prior to this being carried into effect, it w*? appear that 
Adm! Laine had communicated with the British Adm! Inglefield, which determined 
the latter to immediately man, & arm, several Boats, which passed close under the stern 
of the Plymouth, 8c proceeded to Rat Island, evidently with the intention of preventing 
the Plymouth's Boats from passing to the opposite shore of this harbour; in this state 
of the case I called on M’’ Ouseley & related to him all that had passed, & informed him 
that two Officers of the Plymouth were on shore, on the opposite side, & that Capt" 
Henry would send a boat to take them off, 8c that I had called upon him with the view of 
preventing if practicable, any unpleasant collision between the Boats of the Plymouth & 
those of the naval forces of England & France, that I denied the Belligerent right to 
interdict the free intercourse of neutral ships of war with ports or places Blockaded, with 
the exception of those which were besieged by land & by sea, by the same enemy, which 
was not the case in the present instance; O. however exoressed his ooinion that the 
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Lowry, the wife of John Lowry EsqF of Baltimore, a native citizen of the U. S. residing 
or n.S P?"?® ? encampment, the other Brown, the wife of Edwin Brown, now at 

aoDlfed tSronth of the U. S., having obtained their passports, 

T? for a passage across hence for the opposite shore, 

TT PJyj^o^th 3 Boats, being the only mode of conveyance, & being granted, 
Cap . 11 . permitted a couple of his junior officers to accompany the Ladies, & at the 
same time gave them permission to remain a day or two for recreation ; this accounts for 
the said officers being left on that side of the Harbour; ultimately the Boat was sent 
for said officers, & they returned on board without molestation. 

In justice to Cap‘" Henry I feel great pleasure in saying, that he has throughout this 
affair exercised great prudence & forbearance, bearing in mind that he has been in- 
atructed by Com: Rousseau not to submit to any interdiction, on the part of these 
blockaders, to his free intercourse as a neutral ship of war, with the adjacent shores 
had he earned out his instructions & attempted to test the question he W* have placed 
himself m an awkward position in the event of a collision with the Blockaders, not hav- 
ing a sufficient force to enable him to avenge an insult offered to his flag, he has thereffire 
most wisely in my estimation, refrained from sending his boats to those shores, since 
his officers returned to the ship, & in leaving the settlement of the question to higher 
authority, Cap‘." Henry having given the Commodore a detailed account of what has 
occurred, by the last Packet, I need say no more on the subject as you will have seen 
the same in all probability. 

The Plymouth arrived here in the latter part of JanY last, since when, to within a few 
days, the crew have been deprived of fresh provisions by the existing vexatious interdic- 
tions. Genl Oribe has generously offered to supply our ships with fresh provisions at all 
times they may call for them, but the English & French say no, we will not allow them 
the privilege of obtaining them — ought this to be endured? If they possess the belligerent 
right, we have no right to complain, if not, we are submitting to an egregious violation 
of our neutral rights. 

No official notice having been given by the English or French in regard to the blockade 
of either shore of this harbour, I addressed a letter to M"" Ouseley under date 29 of April, 
inquiring if the said blockade prohibited the free intercourse of neutral ships of war 
with either shore of the Harbour of M. Video? & having waited for a reply until the 
I9‘.'' ult?, I addressed another note to M'’ O. calling his attention to the former & solicit- 
ing an early acknowledgment of the receipt thereof, & an answer to my question, when 
on the same day, he honored me with a note, referring me to Mf F. [H?] Hamilton, 
Acting Charge d’Affairs of H. B. M., for the information I had solicited, in consequence 
of which I addressed My H. under date 22^ ult? enclosing to him my two notes to M*’ O. 
&. his reply, & I requested from him an answer to the aforementioned quere & after 
waiting until the 2‘? inst. & not hearing from Mf Hamilton, I wrote him again on that 
date, but up to this time I have rec"? no reply, & I am quite at a loss to account for this 
absence of common courtesy on his part. — 


R. M. Hamillon to Henry A. Wise 

6. Montevideo, June g, 1846. 

The Electra Steamer arrived last night from the Parana, my son Thomas passenger, 
with the important information of the whole convoy having passed the batteries of San 
Lorenzo on the 4‘'' insf with the exception of the British bark Caledonia, & two or three 
small vessels under the M. Video Flag, these vessels having grounded close to the Bat- 
teries, were set fire to, & destroyed by Capt? Hotham, a heavy fire was kept up for 
three hours 8c a half, & strange to say that none were killed or wounded on board the 
ships, my son informs me that the Gorgon received 8 shots in her hull; the Parana ex- 
pedition has contrary to expectation turned out a lucrative business, for instance, the 
Barque Creole of Baltimore has on board 17000 hides costing only six & a half cents pr 
lb on board, which ought to leave a profit in the U. S. of at least |20,ooo; the cargo she 
carried up, netted out cost & charges. . 

The whole fleet will be here in the course of three or four days, having passed all 
danger in the Parana, some 100 vessels. 

My son informs me that affairs in Corrientes & Entre Rios were in a confused state, 
the reports were conflicting, some of which were, that two provinces would unite & 
declare themselves independent of Rosas, others were, that they w. unite with the Ar- 



were from the i".* of May; that Pres? Lopez had annulled or finished (den por 
acabado o tratado) the treaty of alliance between Paraguay & Corrientes; 
that the army of Paraguay had returned to the territory of the Republic; 
that Gen^ Paz was dismissed by the Pres* Lopez from the command of the 
army, & intended to retire to Chili; that at the Missiones had arrived a Gen- 
eral, a Colonel & various other officers of the Corrientino forces. The same 
Journal of the I7*^ contains the letter of Pres* Lopez to Madariaga, Gov? 
of Corrientes, of which the accompanying is a translation. It alludes to an 
order to the Paraguayan army to retire from Corrientes & return home. 
The well-grounded fear was that the Paraguayans would be betrayed by 
Madariaga into the hands of Urquiza. Last evening Genl Guido wrote me 
a note saying: “Yesterday night I presented to M*" Walsh the letter dated the 
6*^ of March that I had reC^ from M*’ Moreno” (Argentine Minister at Lon- 
don). “He says that the Gov? of England has disapproved the expedition 
to the Parana & that it is decided to settle the differences with the Argentine 
Gov? upon the basis which Genl Rosas proferred to the Ministers of the 
Intervention through M? de Mareuil.” M'’ Walsh says that the letter states 
positively the Intervention is to be withdrawn ; Oribe is to be left unopposed 
by England & France to enter Monte Video; there is no condition for the 
opening of the navigation of the Rivers; & everything in a word is to be 
placed in statu quo. This places Great Britain & France in a very unen- 
viable position. The Premiers plead, it is said, that they were misinformed 
as to the true state of things & that the Intervention has proceeded from 
misapprehension mistake! A rare case for reclamation & indemnity. A 
part of the correspondence of the English up to the Parana with their friends 
in M. Video has been intercepted by Rosas. It shows the opinions of the 
British officers to be decidedly opposed to further prosecution of the quasi 
war. They say that the people are all for Genl Rosas & against the Inter- 
vention, & there is no hope of cooperation from either Corrientes or Entrc 
Rios. They say, ludicrously enough, that the French are “nw del” amidst 
the big bull-frogs of the fresh waters of the rivers, but as for themselves they 
suffer severely from the mosquitoes! There must be some private war, 
either with small-sword or pistol between the Johnny Bulls (not Froggy Bulls) 
& Johnny Crapsau [Crapaud?] on the occasion of such “froggy” remarks. 
The French will eat frogs but will fight if told of it. Rosas, who is a broad 
humorist, delights to publish such reflections upon each other by the allied 
English & French. No wonder. 

The finale, then, is likely to be the full triumph of Rosas. If so, he will 
fancy himself the son of a star ’ sure enough, invincible & irresistible. 
His fancy would be rightful, too, for the pride of resisting successfully both 
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inference from Moreno’s letter is that blame & responsibility are to be 
thrown upon Brazil; & a specific complaint was made of allowing passports 
to Rivera. Her policy & course throughout is, I expect, to be blackballed 
for duplicity & treachery. It has, I believe, been tortuous. It did, through 
Abrantes, call for the Intervention, & afterwards withdrew from it to the line 
of neutrality. The first movement offended Rosas, the last the Intervening 
Powers. Brazil will do well therefore to escape being made a scape-goat 
in the mel6e. But the U. States will hardly be called on to prosecute M- 
Hopkins' mediation in behalf of Paraguay, or to recognize the independence 
of that Republic, except in their own time & manner. If there was no other 
way to escape the embarrassment, if any, M'' Brent may never decide upon 
the terms of the parties, of which he says he is in possession, or may decide 
them justly, to be irreconcileable, & that the mediation having ascertained 
fairly that no desirable result can be peaceably arrived at, it is itself at an 
end. But the probability now is that, if the Intervention retires, either 
Paraguay will return to the Argentine Confederation, or will be recognized 
by Gen* Rosas on condition of her giving up the territory of the Missiones 
&c. &c. now claimed by her. In case Pres- Lopez replies to my letter in a 
dissatisfied tone, I will extract from your letter of March 30*.*' to M*' Hopkins * 
all you instructed him to say on departing from Assumption, & send it to 
Pres‘ Lopez. There is no danger now that Paraguay will fall into the hands 
of the Intervention. She has manifested strong jealousy of it, & the Parana 
expedition has undoubtedly rather strengthened Rosas by causing the alarm 
of foreign European invasion & conquest. G* Britain & France will retire 
in shame, baffled, duped & disgraced both in policy & arms. No Power, at 
the River, will unite with them again soon. They are looked upon no longer 
as either formidable foes or serviceable friends. I think that no harm has 
resulted to us in any way. M- Brent’s course will be very far justified by 
the termination of affairs as now certainly expected; & it will have made us 
a fast friend forever in Gen* Rosas, whilst at the same time we will surely 
not have lost the good-will of Pres^ Lopez. The “utmost prudence & cir- 
cumspection’’ in respect to the armed intervention in the Plata has been 
exercised, I am sure, by our naval squadron on this station, & by this Lega- 
tion as far as it has had anything whatever to do with it. I shall be most 
happy to Meet M- Harris, & to be made acquainted with his instructions 
for my own enlightenment, & to interchange with him intelligence at all 
times. I have at once made the assurance to the Brazilian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in relation to the answer of the President to the note of M*" 
Lisboa communicating the request of Brazil upon the subject of the inde- 
pendence of Paraguay, which I was instructed to make in the despatch of 
the 4*.*^ of April. I enclose S- Limpo de Abreu’s publication of correspond- 


Aiiairs nere stana still as usual, me two L.namDers nave oeen in session 
since the Emperor’s return, but are agitated by no new or interesting thought 
or measure. The ministry was changed immediately on the Emperor’s re- 
turn, but why? — the causes proclaimed did not explain or account for. 
Having been confined to my bed & house for a month, I have had little 
intercourse with the new Minister for F. Affairs Barao de Cayru. On the 
30*.^ May last the principal of the claim of the Jno. S. Bryan was paid & has 
been remitted to the claimants, as you will see by the receipt of Jno. Gardner, 
agent for C. Coleman & C^, a copy of which is herewith inclosed. I shall 
still insist upon the interest from the Emperor’s decree. 

On the 14*.’^ inst. I addressed the Minister a formal note repeating all my 
former demands of an adjustment & settlement of all the other claims of 
citizens of the U. S., a copy of which I inclose. 

Henry Devine, acting Consul at Rio Grande, having departed this life on 
the 20*.^ of May last, & M" M’Guire, the appointee of the Fresh not yet hav- 
ing arrived, & the effects & business of the Consulate requiring some one to 
take charge immediately, I sent a commission to Tho® H. Merry Esqh a 
citizen of the U. S. strongly recommended by a certificate of all the American 
residents, to act until M"" M’Guire shall arrive, or during the pleasure of the 
Pres^ if he never arrives. 

I have rec** the letter of the s*.** Auditor, dated the 13*.** of February 1846, 
& inclosed is a reply to it. I lately sent a full & corrected statement of my 
acct- from the beginning to the i®.* of April last, which I trust may receive 
your attention & appropriation. Now, M*” Walsh sends, with vouchers, a 
full acc- of the Contingencies. I beg again that my drafts in favor of M^ 
Sergeant for cost of bills may be honored. 

I inclose the Relatorio of the Foreign Office of Brazil; the latest papers 
from B. Ayres; a work for the National Institute; & a letter & some books 
for M'’ Hopkins. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

Postscript 

June 26 * 1 ' 1846. 

The day before yesterday I rec^ the latest news from the River Plate. 
Inclosed are extracts from M' Consul Hamilton’s letters up to the 9*.’' inst.,* 
& the latest B. Ayrean papers. The neutral rights of our men of war have 
been invaded, I think, by the armed Intervention, & in a way on the part of 
the French Admiral, the most grossly rude & indecorous. But this is out of 
my “bailiwick,” & I am glad of being out of the way of the temptation to 
fight. We are, thank God, at perfect peace here. M- Harris has not yet 
1 See footnote i, pages 343-347. 



arrived, though the vessel in which he shipped departed from Baltimore 
nearly a week before the brig Selina which arrived here a week ago. This, 
however, need cause no uneasiness, as the case frequently occurs from the 
fact of the one vessel making, very erroneously, much more '^easting" than 
the other. The quick passages of the regular traders from the U. States to 
Brazil are made by running at first more S. Easterly, & then crossing the 
Equator more Westwardly than usual. The old navigators, & the inexperi- 
enced are too afraid of Cape S* Roque. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to Bardo de Cayr 4 , Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Brazil ’• 

A Rio de Janeiro, July i, 1846. 

The Under-signed, Envoy &c. of the U. States proceeds to comply with the 
request of Y- Exc^ . to address you in writing on the subjects embraced in the 
very satisfactory & agreeable interview which he had the honor to hold with 
Y- Excy, at his house, on the 29*!* ult’. 

The most prominent topic then touched upon, & the most important affair 
at the present time between the U States & Brazil, is the perpetuity of the 
treaty of the 12*.** Dec- 1828, in certain of its parts, created by the i®.* Point of 
its 33^ article. It was thereby agreed that on the expiration of one year 
after the notice to terminate the treaty should be received by either from the 
other party, "the treaty in all the parts relating to commerce & navigation, 
shall altogether cease & determine, & in all those parts which relate to peace 
& friendship, it shall be permanently & perpetually binding on both powers." 
Under this clear clause, all the parts of the Treaty, in the opinion of the 
Undersigned, referred themselves, necessarily, to the four heads respectively 
of commerce, navigation, peace & friendship. The parts not belonging to 
commerce or navigation belonged, of course, as intended by the treaty, to 
peace or friendship. All the parts, therefore, not relating to commerce & navi- 
gation, were made "permanently & perpetually binding on both powers." 

This stipulation in the treaty with the U. States is not vague & general , as 
that, for example, of the i®.* art. of the late treaty between Great Britain & 
Brazil, which declares only that there shall be constant & perpetual friend- 
ship between the contracting powers. It is not contingent, nor made to 
exist & expire, and to revive or not, according to what was or what might be 

» Despatches, Brazil, vol. 15, enclosed with Wise to the Secretary of State, No. 47, below, 
this part, doc. 597. The title — Barao de Cayrii — ^was that of Bento da Silva Lisboa. 
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at anytime thereafter granted to the subjects of the most favored nation, as 
may be contended for under the last clause of the 5* art. of the same tieaty 
of Lazil with G* Britain. It is not derivative from any treaty witli any 
other power, as Portugal, for example, may claim under the treaty with 
Brazil by virtue of the continuance of the treaty of the latter with hraiice. 
It stands upon no implication whatever, but, on the contraiy, is express, 
substantive, absolute, particular & definite. It expresses as between Buizil 
& the U. States not only that peace & friendship shall be constant per- 
petual; but that in all the parts of that treaty which relate to peace & friend- 
ship, it — the treaty — “shall be permanently & perpetually binding on both 
powers.” It is absolute in the employment of the most imperative term 
“it shall be permanently & perpetually binding &c. It is particular in 
naming what parts of the treaty “shall altogether cease & deteimine, and in 
what parts the treaty “shall be permanently & perpetually binding. And 
it is definite in plainly distinguishing & naming not only the pai ts which 
shall cease & the parts which shall be perpetual, but in distinctly declaring 
that “ii,” the treaty, “in all those parts which relate to peace & friendship, 
shall be permanently & perpetually binding on both powers.” It perpetu- 
ates peace & friendship in the quo modo of the parts of the treaty which it 
makes permanently & perpetually binding. 

Accordingly, with these views, when Y- ExcYs predecessor, E. F. 
Franca, then Min: & Secy, of F. Affairs, addressed to the Undersigned the 
circular N" 2, dated 3i®.‘ Jan? 1845, on the questions arising on the subject of 
allowing the Consuls of other Powers residing in Brazil to administer upon 
the effects of decedents who were citizens of their respective states, the 
Undersigned replied to His Exc? by note dated the i®.‘ of February 1845, 
saying that he presumed no such questions could arise between Brazil & the 
U. States, as they were already settled by the ii*?‘ art. of the Treaty of the 
12*.^ of Dec? 1828, made perpetually and permanently binding on both 
powers. And the Undersigned informed Flis Exc? that, consequently, the 
Minister & Consul of the U. States had not united in the memorials to the 


Imp? Gov- on the subject, proposed by the Agents & Consuls of other pow- 
ers, because they could not ask as a boon what they had already perpetually 
secured by treaty. The Undersigned refers to this Circular & his answer, to 
which he rec^ no reply. But shortly afterwards, on the lo*.’' of March 1 845, 
an American citizen, M- Tho? Gardner, residing in Rio de Janeiro, departed 
t is life, and immediately the Consul of the U. States addressed a note to the 
ndereigned informing him of the fact, and saying that he had proceeded to 
sea the ^ects & papers of the deceased with the seal of his office, & to take 


addressed His Exc^' a note dated March lO*.’’, 1845, inclosing the note of the 
U S. Consul, & claiming for him the right by virtue of the ii*.’' art. of the 
treaty to take charge of the effects of M*' Gardner deceased, and to adminis- 
ter on the same. No special reply was made to this communication, but the 
Consul was permitted, without hindrance or contest, to administer in the 
case. This occurring at the very time when a case of a similar nature, the 
case of Astley, was disputed between the authorities of G* Britain & of 
Brazil, the Undersigned inferred the point to be settled, practically, at least, 
as between the U States & Brazil, by the case of Gardner, where the right of 
the Consul was admitted after formal & official notice. 

Since then, however, various circulars have been issued, and various 
opinions have been expressed, officially & otherwise, which lead the Under- 
signed to doubt whether the Imp! Gov- does not understand & construe the 
Treaty of I2*?‘ Dec- 1828, between the U. States & Brazil, as having wholly 
ceased & determined in all its parts, & to profess that it has no treaty stipula- 
tions existing except with France. And as serious questions involving 
difficulty & dispute, besides the questions of Consular administration on 
decedents’ estates, such as those, for example, involving the personal protec- 
tion of citizens of the U. States & the power to discriminate by taxation 
between them and Brazilian subjects in respect to their occupations, are 
arising & likely to arise, the Undersigned begs that ExcT will cause all 
doubts to be settled & all possible disputes to be prevented, by a decision 
upon the effect of the 33^ article of the Treaty of the 12*.’’ of Dec^ 1828, to 
which the Undersigned most earnestly begs that the attention of the Imp! 
Gov^ may be called. He submits that the treaty, in all those parts relating 
to peace & friendship is perpetual, & that those parts embrace all except what 
relates to commerce & navigation. Does the Impl Gov^ accede to & ac- 
quiesce in this construction? If so, what parts of the treaty does it consider 
perpetually & permanently binding? If not — upon what grounds & to what 
extent does it dissent? The Undersigned would be most happy to receive as 
early a reply as convenient to Y*” Exc?’ for the information of his govh 

He will in a short time furnish Y' Exc^, according to Y' Exec's wish, with 
a brief enumeration of all the reclamations of the U. States upon the Gov* 
of Brazil, properly classified & referring to the dates & despatches of the 
respective discussions of them. In reply to Y^ Exe’^.s note saying that the 
Impl Gov* had delayed satisfaction of these claims only to take time for 
the most mature deliberation, the Undersigned cannot forbear saying that the 
most of them date back from ten to twenty years ; that they have been urged 
incessantly & been discussed most elaborately; that they are small in 
amount, involve settled principles & admitted facts only, and might have 
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Henry A Wise, United States Minister to Braf to James Buchanan, Secretary 
nenry ^ United States ‘ 

[extracts] 

Rio de Janeiro, August 8, 1846. 

Sir; ... I have rec^ the despatches of the Dep* to N'? 24 ^ inclusive. As 
soon as I read the instructions respecting the war with Mexico, I addressed . 
the Min: for F. Affairs the note marked “H ” & rec‘> in reply the note marked 
“I ” ^ And I gave due notice of the Proclamation by the President & of the 
blockade of all the ports of Mexico, to all our Consuls in this Empiie, in a 
note of which the inclosed marked “K”^ is a copy. The effect of the war 
was immediate on our trade here. Our merchants at home withdrew their 
credits upon London, money for Coffee became scarce, 8c shippers were 
afraid to risk cargoes not only in our vessels but in foreign. Ihey argued 
that all Mexican privateers would necessarily be pirates, or rather that 
pirates would make a pretext of the war to use the Mexican flag, 6c there 
would be no privateers proper under it, & that the pirates would attack 
foreign vessels as well as our own. . . . 

The last important news from the River Plate is contained in the inclosed 
extracts from a letter of M" Consul Hamilton at M. Video.® We know 


1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 15. ^ See above, pt. in, doc. 4 ^ 3 * 

’ These notes, said to have been enclosed, marked H and I, are not with the file copy of 
this despatch. * Not included in this publication. 

‘ These extracts from the letter of Consul Hamilton follow, in full, as they were sent with 
Wise’s despatch: 

R. M. Hamilton to Henry A. Wise 
[extracts] 

Montevideo, July 12 , i8.j6. 

My Dear Sir; .... The 45*^*' rep^iment embarked on board the Apollo on the 3“* 
ins‘, and sailed on the 5*^ for her original destination the Cape of Ciood Ilo[>e, and it is 
understood that the 73'<^. embarks in a few days. On the 3’^*^ ins*' the British war steamer 
Devastation arrived at B. Ayres, direct from England 47 days passage, with Thomas 
Sam? Hood Esq' on board, as Minister or Special Agent to that (iov*'. M*' II. was 

formerly Consul Gen! at this place, where he sojourned some twenty years, and it is 
known to me that he has for many years been the bosom friend of GetJ Oribe, and ever 
opposed to Rivera. The arrival of this vessel and functionary at B. Ayres, without 
passing even in sight of M. Video, has struck the Ministers and Admirals here with 
TOnstemation; they know not what to make of it, but find themselves in a “ quandary ". 
I have rio doubt but the letter from Dr Moreno to Gen* Guido will be found to contain 
coirect mformation. The British Goy* have sent M*' Hood out as a matter of policy, 
urmerthe supposition that, as the political friend of Rosas & Oribe, he will possess great 
influence and succeed in the adjustment of existing diflficulties. Ousely & DciTaudis will 
be thrown overboard”, for the present, by the respective Gov^", and will be rewarded 
hereafter for their evil deeds: — they have not rec'* a line as to the Mission of M*" 
despatched from B. Ayres to the B. Admiral, to announce the 



present. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Henry A . Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 48 Rio de Janeiro, September 12, 1846. 

Sir : I am confined by a severe, but I hope a short attack of illness, and can 
sit up long enough only to write you a note by a ship which sails to-morrow. 
Our Consul at M. Video, under date of August 21st writes to me: 

(Private) In my last, of the inst., I informed you that M' Hood was negotiat- 
ing with Gen' Oribe, at his head- quarters; I have now to say, that M*" Hood returned on 
the 14**' inst. having been equally successful with Oribe as with Gen> Rosas, the whole of 
the proposals of the British and French Government being acceded to. On the 15*''* 
M*' H. came on shore, and conferred with M"" Ouseley and the Baron DefFaudis, and 
handed over to them all the documents pertaining to the negotiation; in doing which his 
mission ended, and the Ministers are now to perform their part, in the establishment of 
a general peace under new instructions from their respective governments, handed to 
them by M'' H, when he placed in their hands the aforementioned documents. The 
Gov‘ of M. Video will, as a matter of course, conform to the arrangement. _ We there- 
fore anticipate an early termination to the difficulties &c &c I transmit herewith a trans- 
lation from the Como del Plata of this day, of the proposals & basis of negotiation,® 
which have been accepted by Rosas & Oribe. . . . ® 

left for some time, probably, without protection. My impression is that so soon as the 
British troops are withdrawn, past scenes will be renewed in this unfortunate city, and, 
if so, much bloodshed will ensue. . . 

> Despatches, Brazil, vol. 15. 

® The following is Consul Plamllton's translation of the proposals: 

Proposals and basis of Negotiation, offered to Gov, Rosas, by the Govern- 
ments of England and France 
[translation] 

Montevideo, August 21, 1846. 

I®*. The Governments of France & England, by common consent with Govr. Rosas 
will procure a suspension of hostilities, between the Oriental forces of the City of Monte- 
video, and the country. 

. 2°^. Obtaining this armistice the two Plenipotentiaries will request of the Govt, the 
disarmament of all Foreigners who are armed as well in Montevideo, as in every other 
point of the territory. 

3- - Simultaneously with the disarmament of the Foreigners, Govr. Rosas will with- 
draw all the Argentine forces from all and every point of the territory. 

4- *^ Immediately after the execution of the two previous articles, that Is to say, the 
disarming of the Foreigners and evacuation of the territory, the Blockade of the Argen- 
tine ports will be raised, the island of Martin Garcia to be delivered to the Argentine 
Govt, and also all the vessels of war which were captured, all in the same state in which 
they were found, as far as may be practicable, saluting the Argentine flag with 21 guns, 
the merchant vessels captured by both parties, shall be reciprocally returned to the 
owners. 

5- fe The navigation of the Parana River, will continue to be considered interior 
navigation, subject only to the regulations and laws of the Argentine Republic, so long 
as it occupies the two margins of that River. 


® This omission and, also, the one a few lines below, are in Wise's quotation from Consul 




4. P. M. Ouseley has just called upon me, and I took occasion to hand him the 
enclosed translation for perusal, and after reading it, he observed that he found it cor- 
rect, and that he was at a loss to know how Vaula, the publisher, got hold of it. IW 
Ouseley had promised to furnish me with a copy of the proposals, for which I had asked 
him, but having seen the publication of this morning, he told me it was unnecessary. . . . 

Aug: 24*'* I have reason to believe that stumbling blocks will be placed in the way of 
the negotiation, by the Gov‘ as well as by Ouseley & Deffaudis. The Letitia will sail 
for Rio in two days, you shall hear from me on the subject. 

Since the receipt of the foregoing the Letitia has arrived here from M. 
Video, but I rec’d no letter from M*" Hamilton. According to the report of 
that vessel his apprehensions seem to have been realized in respect to stum- 
bling blocks in the way of the negotiation. The Ministers, Ouseley & 
Delfaudis, chagrined at Hood’s success, are insisting on certain acts to be 
done by Rosas & Oribe in advance of any action as stipulated to be performed 
on their parts. This, rumor says, is a sine qua non to which neither Rosas 
nor Oribe will submit. 

I am able at present to give you these facts only. In the course of the next 
fifteen days I will transmit a full despatch. 

With the highest respect & regard [etc.]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
oj State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 50 Rio de Janeiro, September 2g, 1846. 

Sir; Since I transmitted the sensible proposals of Mr. Hood to settle the 
affairs of the River Plate, that gentleman has arrived at this city, bringing 

6-- It is acknowledged and understood that the Argentine Republic possess free and 
unequivocal all the rights in Peace and War, which correspond to any other State, and 
although the circumstances which obliged the two intervening powers temporarily to 
interrupt the belligerent rights of that Republic, it is admitted that the principle on 
which they acted, would be equally applicable to England and France under similar 
circumstances. 

7S! An Election shall take place in the Oriental State to fill the Presidency of the 
Republic, with entire subjection to the Constitutional Laws of the Country, without 
compulsion of any class or from either party, General Oribe obliging himself to be 
governed by the result of such election. 

8® A general armistice, reciprocal and complete, for persons and property, acknowl- 
edgement of the rights of all Foreigners, doing justice to their founded reclamations. 
This Armistice is not to be an obstacle, if any Argentine Emigrants residing in the 
Oriental Republic, give Govr. Rosas just cause of complaint, or compromise by their 
conduct the good relations of these Republics, they shall be removed from the territory, 
and sent to such foreign port as they may designate. 

qih These bases admitted by Govr. Rosas and Genl. Oribe, if refused by the Govern- 
ment of the Republic, the Plenipotentiaries of the two powers will declare the with- 




the news that his mission had wholly failed. Ouseley & Deffaudis had 
declined to confirm his acts & he was returning home. He brought the re- 
port that Deffaudis was also on his way to Europe, to tell his story first . — 
The negotiations at the River have been weak & undignified, and place 
England & France in the wrong. 

Very respectfully [etc.]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 

of State of the United States * 

[extract] 

No. 52 Rio de Janeiro, October 31, 2846. 

Sir; Baguet, the interpreter employed by M’' Hopkins, has returned to 
this city from Assumption, and he requests me to inclose ^ to M’’ Hopkins the 
within letters & vouchers of his accounts. He describes Pres- Lopez as hav- 
ing been extremely displeased with the course of M’' Hopkins. He brought 
no answer from the former to my letter respecting the mediation of M*' Brent 
between the Argentine Republic & Paraguay. 

We have no news from the River Plate [Plata] later than October 9*.’*, & 
there is none of importance. Upon the failure of Plood’s mission hostilities 
had recommenced. . . . 

The Saratoga, Cap" I. Shubrick, has arrived from an unsuccessful attempt 
to double Cape Horn, & sails the day after tomorrow for the U. States. The 
Independence was here when she arrived, & sailed the day before yesterday 
for the Pacific. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Henry A . Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to Bardo de Cayrii, Minister 

of Foreign Affairs of Brazil ® 

Rio de Janeiro, November 2 , 1846 . 

The Undersigned, Envoy &c. &c. regrets exceedingly the occasion which 
compels him to inclose to Y' Exc?" the accompanying papers ^ which he rec^ 
late last ev“. from Com. L. Rousseau, commanding the U S squadron on this 
I Despatches, Brazil, vol. i6. 

The serial number of this despatch, on the file copy, appears to be, clearly, 53; but it imme- 
diately follows No. 51 , and precedes another No. 53 of November 16, 1846, below, this part. 
Hence it appears obvious that it should be 52. 

* The enclosures are not within the scope of the present publication. 

® Despatches, Brazil, vol. 16, enclosed with Wise to the Secretary of State, No, 53, below. 


station. They disclose a gross outrage upon certain of the officers & seamen 
of the U. S., highly offensive & insufferable, perpetrated by the soldiers & 
subordinate officers of the guard at the city palace, about 5 o’clock P.M. on 
Saturday the 31®.^ ult-. The case is so glaring that the Undersigned is sure it 
requires only to be stated to be amply and promptly redressed by the Imp! 
Govh 

The U. S. Corvette, Saratoga, Cap*“ I. Shubrick, lately arrived at this 
port in distress, was preparing under orders to sail for the U. S. on this 
the 2^ inst. The boats were ashore as usual, on Saturday ev«. procuring the 
necessary supplies. A. B. Davis, an officer exemplary for his good con- 
duct, had just landed at the store of Mess" J. H. Brewer & Co. near the 
wharf, when he was informed of a disturbance at the next door between two 
American sailors who were at the time on duty, being ashore not on leave 
but under command of their officers belonging to the boat. L* Davis, in the 
discharge of his duty, was ordering one of the men to the boat, intending 
afterwards to take off the others who had misbehaved, to be properly pun- 
ished on shipboard : when a file of soldiers seized the man whilst obeying the 
orders of his officer, & made him a prisoner. L- Davis thinking that the 
guard had come to his relief, assured the soldiers that he required no assist- 
ance. He expostulated with the soldiers, & endeavored to get them to allow 
the prisoner to obey his command to go to the boat. This caused the pris- 
oner to hold back from going along with the soldiers, when they commenced 
beating the man in the most cruel manner, wounding him until he bled freely 
& his blood stained his own officer. At this moment L- Davis was unarmed. 
He returned to the house of Brewer & C° where he had unbelted & left his 
sword. In the meantime the soldiers had dragged off the American seaman 
towards the palace. L* Davis followed to look after him, to see the officer of 
the guard, & to know where the man was to be confined if he could not pro- 
cure his release on explanation. Approaching the palace, a file of soldiers 
drew bayonets upon him. He drew his sword in self-defence, but immedi- 
ately sheathed it on the retreat of the assailants. He walked to the steps 
of the palace where he was met by the officer of the guard & invited to e7iier. 
Taking this to be a tender of politeness from an officer who wished to repair 
the brutality of his soldiers, L* Davis, unsuspecting treachery, stepped in, & 
was immediately attacked, disarmed & made a prisoner. Several others of his 
sailors were wantonly arrested, beaten & imprisoned. One aged warrant offi- 
cer, who was a silent, unoffending spectator, was brutally beaten by one of the 
brave officers of the guard. This brief statement of the facts is fully proved 
by the official reports of L* A. B. Davis himself from the “Quartel [Cuartel] 
Gen? de los Permanentes,” and of Chaplain Lambert & Stark of the Co- 
lumbia frigate, & of Capt^ I. Shubrick to Com. Rousseau; and further, by the 


The Undersigned cannot permit himself to doubt for a moment that the 
Impl Gov^ will utterly disclaim & disavow this outrage in all its parts; that 
it will order the immediate release of L* Davis & the American sailors seized 
& imprisoned with him; & that it will cause the soldiers of the guard who 
took the sailors from L* Davis’ command, & especially the officer at the time 
in command of the National Guard, to be condignly punished for the ille- 
gality, wanton cruelty, cowardice & treachery of their conduct. 

The Saratoga is ready to sail at any moment, and the release of her officer 
& men is expected to-day. 

The Undersigned renews [etc.]. 
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Bardo de Cayrii, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, to Henry A. Wise, 
United States Minister to Brazil ’• 

[translation] 

Rio de Janeiro, November 2, 1846. 

The Undersigned, one of the Council of His Majesty the Emperor, Minis- 
ter and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, acknowledges the receipt of the 
note which Mr. Henry A. Wise, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States addressed to him dated today, ^ relative to 
the imprisonment of Lieutenant Alonzo B. Davis by the military force 
charged with preserving the public peace and safety in this Capital. 

The Undersigned having acquainted His Majesty the Emperor with the 
note adverted to and with the copies which accompanied it, is directed to 
inform Mr. Wise, that his statement with respect to the arrest of Lieutenant 
Davis, does not conform in any particular to the official reports of the civil 
and military authorities or of the various guards who aided in quelling the 
scandalous tumult fomented by that officer; still, in view of the reasons set 
forth by Commodore Rousseau, the Imperial Government wishes to give 
that of the United States another proof of special consideration, by ordering 
the said Lieutenant Davis to be delivered to that Commodore, being certain 
that such punishment will be inflicted upon him as the investigation in prog- 
ress will give cause for, which at a proper time will be sent to the said Gov- 
ernment. As to the release of the seamen also requested by Mr. Wise, the 
Imperial Government not considering it to be of an importance equal to that 
of Lieutenant Davis for the return of the Sloop of War Saratoga to the 
United States, they ought to be kept in prison for further examination. 

The Undersigned, whilst communicating to Mr. Wise in advance this de- 
cision of the Imperial Government based upon the motives referred to, re- 
serves for a circumstancial answer hereafter the context of his note; but he 



now declares unqualifiedly, that he deems irrelevant all arguments tending 
to assume that proceedings pursuant to the laws of the country are an 
insult, or that individuals of any class should consider themselves as having 
a right to disobey and trample upon the proper authorities. 

The Undersigned accordingly reiterates [etc.]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to Bardo de Cayrd, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Brazil ^ 

Rio de Janeiro, November 2, 1846. 

The Undersigned, Envoy &c &. acknowledges the receipt of Y*" Exc^^’s 
note of today,2 at 3 o’clock P.M., in answer to his of this mg. 

He regrets to say that he feels bound, most respectfully to decline accept- 
ing the release of L* Davis on the terms & conditions proposed by li. M. 
Govb And he renews the demands of his note of this mg.^ for the immediate 
release of said Davis & the seamen belonging to the U. S. Squadron who 
were imprisoned with him. 

The Undersigned renews [etc.]. 
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Bardo de Cayrti, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, to Henry A. Wise 
United States Minister to Brazil ^ 

[translation] 

Rio de Janeiro, November 3, 1846. 

The Undersigned, one of the Council of His Majesty the Emperor, Min- 
ister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, acknowledges the receipt of 
the note which Mr. Henry A. Wise, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States addressed to him under yesterday’s date,® 
declaring that he declines to accept the discharge of Lieutenant Davis upon 
the terms and conditions set forth in the note to which he replies, and insist- 
ing upon his immediate release and that of the imprisoned seamen belonging 
to the United States squadron. 

The Undersigned will begin his answer to the aforesaid note by fulfilling 
the painful duty of stating, that when the Imperial Government, bearing in 
mind the reasons alledged by Commodore Rousseau in the representation 
which accompanied Mr. Wise’s note, resolved to order Lieutenant Davis to 
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consideration for the United States on the part of the Government of His 
Majesty the Emperor, would not be accepted by Mr. Wise; but although it 
has pleased him so to receive its decision, it has no doubt that it will be better 
appreciated by the Government of the Union. 

F or Mr. Wise to decline to accept the delivery in the terms in which it was 
rnade and to insist upon the immediate release of Lieutenant Davis and 
of the seamen who were arrested, it would be necessary to show that that 
officer did not commit in open day the publick and scandalous outrage, as 
he himself confessed, of attacking the patrol of Police for the purpose of 
rescuing from it the seamen whom it had arrested for fighting with knives — 
that he did not follow the said patrol with a drawn sword in the midst of a 
mob to the Guard Room in the Imperial Palace, and that he was not there 
arrested in an offensive attitude. 

All the statements presented by Mr. Wise, in whatever degree they may 
lighten the weight of some of the circumstances of the case, do not deny that 
Lieutenant Davis attempted to rescue by force from the hands of officers of 
justice seamen taken by them in the very act, and that in pursuit, he entered 
the Guard Room with a drawn sword and by spurning the sentinels. An 
event so extraordinary, which caused such an excitement in the City that 
it was necessary to detach from other points an armed force for the purpose 
of restraining the popular commotion, Mr. Wise must have been apprized 
of by Mr. Gorham Parks, the Consul of the U. States, who introduced him- 
self into the guard room for the purpose of making irregular protest instead 
of acting as an interpreter by informing his fellow citizen that he had in- 
fringed those laws of the country which it was his duty to respect. 

The Imperial Government is bound to give credence to the official reports 
of the various civil and military authorities who have stated the facts, but 
not to those of the persons who took part in the riot or who received their 
information from them; still, directions have been given for a copy of the 
depositions which accompanied M • Wise’s note to be sent to the Authority 
charged with the duty of framing a summary statement of the case, in order 
that the same may receive the consideration which they deserve. 

As to the sailors, the Imperial Government has ordered that they be pro- 
ceeded against as justice requires in such cases. 

The Undersigned accordingly [etc.]. 


Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to Barao de Cayrd, Minister 
of Foreign A fairs of Brazil ^ 

Rio de Janeiro, November 4, 1846. 

The Undersigned, Envoy &c, &c., has waited nearly two days for a reply 
to his note addressed to Exc^. at 3 o’clock P.M. of the 2^ inst.^ He 
despatched it by Y' Exc^.s messenger, in order that it might be rec^ in time, 
as he presumes it was, to distinctly mark the point that if U Davis was to be 
released it should be done unconditionally & without the least implication of 
dishonor upon him, or of obligation upon his Commodore, or of favor to the 
U States. His conduct was & is entirely approved by his Commodore, by 
his Commander & by the Undersigned. Exec’s messenger took the note, 
renewing the previous demands of the Undersigned, at 3 o’clock P.M. on 
the 2^. Since then, the Undersigned has been informed, but not officially 
& formally, that D Davis was released about the hour of 5 o’clock P.M., 
on the same day, after being arraigned by a Subdelegado of police before 
whom he refused to answer, on the ground that his case was in the hands of 
the superior authorities of his own country. He is now on board the U. S. 
ship Saratoga. His Commodore will not subject him to any trial, much 
less punishment; and, although he will return to the U. States in the ship to 
which he is attached, he will not, it must be understood, be sent home to his 
own Gov- with any view of invoking its censure upon conduct which is 
explicitly deemed meritorious. He is unconditionally released, but still 
there are three U. S. Seamen held in the same wrongful imprisonment. As 
to them, too, the Undersigned must remind Exc^. that the Gov^ of the 
U. S. has “no respect to persons’’ in regard to the personal liberty of its 
citizens. They are all entitled alike to its protection. The Officer is re- 
leased: — these three Seamen, outrageously seized, beaten, wounded & 
imprisoned, are still held in prison. Against but one of them is there the 
least ground for detention. National Comity & the rightful discipline of a 
man of war require that the only culprit, even, shall be given up to the 
justice of his ship, 8c that ship is about to sail. The Undersigned, therefore, 
respectfully inquires whether the Imp! Gov^ will release these seamen or not? 

He will wait twenty four hours for its decision, before he submits, in case 
they are not to be delivered up or there is no reply to this note in that time, 
the only alternative left to Com. Rousseau, who will not be advised to sus- 
pend his action until he hears from his own Govh 

The Undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 

I Despatches, Brazil, vol. i6, enclosed with Wise to the Secretary of State. No below 
this part, doc. 606. ’ ' 

“ Above, this part, doc. 602. 



BarSo de Cciyr 4 , Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, to Henry A. Wise, 

United States Minister to Brazil ^ 

[translation] 

Rio de Janeiro, November 4, 1846. 

The Undersigned, one of the Council of His Majesty the Emperor, Min- 
ister and. Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, having received the note 
which Mr. Henry A. Wise, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States addressed to him with this date,^ relative to Lieu- 
tenant Davis and the seamen of the Squadron of those States anchored in 
this port, has to inform Mr. Wise in reply that he has nothing to add to that 
which he said in his note of yesterday upon this unpleasant subject. 

The Undersigned [etc.]. 
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Henry A . Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 

of State of the United States ® 

[extracts] 

No. 53 Rio de Janeiro, November 16, 1846. 

Sir: The accompanying papers are copies of my correspondence with the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs,^ & with Commodore Rousseau, respecting a 
great outrage perpetrated on the 31“.® ult. by the armed police of this city 
upon A. B. Davis & several seamen belonging to the Corvette Saratoga. 
I regret to say that it has been sanctioned, & all its responsibilities have been 
fully assumed by the Imperial Government itself. . . . 

At about 10 o’clock A.M. on the 2^, I, accompanied, by M*' Walsh, took 
my note i to Baron de Cayrd,® and had with him what I deemed a most 
satisfactory personal interview. He avowed every disposition to do what 
was proper, but said that the reports of police were opposed directly to the 
statements submitted by Com: Rousseau. It was evident, I saw, that the 
Police had been quick to forestall the judgment of their superiors in anticipa- 
tion of a serious complaint which they could not but know must be made 
against their conduct. I assured the Minister that if any officer or seaman 

^ Despatches, Brazil, vol. 16, enclosed with Wise to the Secretary of State, No. 53, below, 
this part, doc. 606. “ Above, this part, doc. 604. ’ Despatches, Brazil, yol. 16. 

* For the more important papers constituting his correspondence with the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, see the preceding six documents bearing the dates November 2, 3, and 4, 
above, this part. 



the reports of his own ofificers & the depositions of respectable witnesses, 
until they were rebutted by competent & weightier evidence ; & I could not 
conceive what reports could have been made by the police except those of 
the soldiers of the patrol & the inferior officer of the patrol guard. None 
other of the police had seen the transaction, & these were the persons 
accused of the outrage. They would of course make such reports as would 
exculpate themselves. The Minister promised to do what he could to 
procure the release, saying that the U. States were too kind in their tariff & 
in every way for H. M. Gov- not to treat them & their authorities with the 
highest consideration. This was all I could ask, & I left to see M- Davis 
in his quarters of imprisonment. I found him perfectly comfortable, in good 
airy rooms, and, with the aid of his friends, well accomodated. He informed 
me that he was already notified to appear in the course of the day before a 
Subdelegado of police (corresponding to our Justice of Peace) to answer to 
criminal proceedings against him, & he was determined not to be released 
except upon honorable terms. I told him to go, of course, wherever he was 
taken, whilst under imprisonment, but not to answer to any charges what- 
ever before the subordinate officers, as his case was in the hands of his own 
Minister & of the Minister for Foreign Affairs. He would be discharged 
from custody in the course of the day, and he must take his sword when 
redelivered to him, & not question the honorableness of his release. It 
should be unconditional & such as not to impugn his conduct. He was 
perfectly cool & collected, & seemed to regard only the moral of the affair, 
about which he was laudably sensitive. His character, as vouched- by 
Cap*“ Shubrick & all his brother officers, is very high, & his manly bearing 
& high sense of honor & of right made me the more anxious to procure for 
him an amende which would be soothing as well as satisfactory. What, 
then, was my astonishment when, at 3 P.M. of the same day, I received 3 
— Baron de Cayrii to M*" Wise,^ — denouncing the conduct of L* Davis as 
scandalous & tumultuous, & notifying his release upon conditions at once 
humiliating & dishonorable. This was so opposed to the tenor of my inter- 
view in the morning with the Minister; was so surreptitious in the attempt 
to hurry upon me the release on terms dishonorable; & was so offensively in 
contempt of the statement & evidence submitted by Com; Rousseau, 
without offering any countervailing statement or evidence whatever, that, 
in order to prevent all foregone conclusions as to the terms of the release, 
& to resent the manner of its tender, I immediately, by the same messenger 
who brought N® 3 to me, & in the same hour despatched my note — 4 — 
to Baron [Barao] de Cayrfi,^ declining the release of Davis on the terms 

1 The one dated, November 2, 1846, above, this part, doc. 6oi. 

2 Evidently, his second note of November 2, 1846, above, this part, doc. 602, though the 

filA niimV^Ar ic n/^f r\r» flio ® 


v-JL. 1 v^ixv^vvAiAg Lii^ ^.v^ixiaiiu. lui tiic iiiJ.Xiic^U.Xd tc iCiCctCDC ux xixxxx oc. xiio 

seamen. . . . ^ 

The Minister had invidiously attempted first to separate me from my 
own Gov^, & in the next place to distinguish between me & our naval marine. 
This caused me to be so explicit & decided in tone in respect both to what 
I deemed my responsibilities to my own, & my dues from this govh In all 
that I have said as to either I have nothing to retract or to modify. 

The worst feature of the whole affair is, that not even up to this moment 
has a scrip of evidence or proof been transmitted to me in contradiction of 
the evidence or furnished by Com: Rousseau. And the police or Justica 
[Justicia], as it is called, actually published a trial & sentence against Davis 
on the 7*.*^ inst., as rendered on the 5*.** inst., notwithstanding he was released, 
as described, on the 2^, and sailed for the U. States on the 6*.^ inst.^ . . . 

. . . Yesterday, the 15*1*, the baptism of the Imperial princess was celebrated. 
In anticipation of the event, the Admiral of the Brazilian navy very un- 
usually, on Wednesday the waited on the Com‘^-° & requested that he 
would join in the celebration. The custom is to make this request on the 
day previous to any grand occasion. The Com*^^® replied very courteously 
that he regretted the necessity which compelled him to decline the exchange 
of salutes until the Imp! Gov- made the proper “amende honorable’’ to his 
command. His command had been grossly insulted & the Imp! Gov- had 
sanctioned the wrong. He could not hoist a flag or fire a gun whilst his 
ojfficers were not only arrested & imprisoned on shore for properly exercising 
their command, but whilst they were discredited & dishonored as witnesses 
by H. M. Govh He wanted first only a disclaimer of insult to him & his 
country & its flag. As long as he felt that himself & his officers & his country 
were outraged & insulted, he could consent to no exchange of civilities until 
he heard from his own Govh He had called on the Minister of Marine, S- 
Cavalcanti, to express his feelings & at the same time to disclaim all dis- 
respect to him personally or to his department. The Admiral requested him 
to call on the Minister of Marine again. He did so on Saturday the 14*.^ & 
the Minister, as before, was not in. I also called on the Min. for F. Affairs, 
Friday the 13*.’', but he also was not in. Accordingly, yesterday, when the 
flags were hoisted & the salutes were firing, the Columbia was undecorated 
& her guns were silent. Last night, while the illumination was shining, my 

^ This omitted portion lists and comments very briefly on numerous other enclosures, 
among them, the remaining three of the six communications referred to in note 4, p. 363 , above. 
Regarding the note dated, November 3, 1846, to Wise from Barao de Cayru, above, this part, 
doc. 603, he says, “ Now I really do not believe that this note was ever written on the 3^, but 
so I must take it. I reed No. 7" [Cayrii’s note to him, the next day, also above, this part, 
doc. 605.] “and then No. 8.’’ [Doc. 603, dated November 3], “both received by the same 
messenger at the same instant.’’ After telling of several more acrimonious notes exchanged 
with the Foreign Minister, the omitted portion concludes, “ Here the correspondence became 
so ludicrous and puerile that I deemed it absolutely necessary to stop it in order to preserve 
my own dignity.’’ 


house was dark; & I did not attend court. To-day, M? Gatewood, theComr’s 
Secy., tells me that the report is the Emperor had not heard one zvord about 
the affair of U. Davis until yesterday!!! 

This is all very unpleasant & seems very ungracious. But really this ' 
people are yet uncivilized & ought to be taught a lesson, & Com: Rousseau 
& myself have both acted, concurrently, on the principle of offending them 
as little as possible, but at the same time of making them respect our rights, 

& particularly of protecting the personal liberty of our citizens. One of 
my colleagues of the corps diplomatique (in confidence Lomonosoff, the 
Russian Minister, who has on all occasions disinterestedly manifested the 
greatest regard towards the U. States) who happened to be informed of the 
whole occurrence, interposed his kind ofifices with the Minister for F. Affairs. 

He could succeed in prevailing on him to do nothing proper. The Baron de 
Cayrfi, who is personally very friendly with me, would gladly, I have no 
doubt, have done all I asked; but he was constrained in the exercise of his 
office. There is no Premier in the Gov-, & everything great & small has to 
be submitted to the Ministers & Councillors of State. The Palace — that 
sacred temple of Imperialism — was involved in the affray. It was horrible 
that it, which was made a barracks for soldiers & a prison house for drunken 
sailors, should have been desecrated! Again, one of the Editors of a paper 
here, a S- Barbosa, pretended to know all about the scene, & he convinced 
the Court that Ministers would lose a great deal of popularity if they dared 
to make any disclaimer or concession whatever to the U. S. Minister or 


Commodore. This man could easily have been proved to know nothing, or 
not half as much as he pretended to know. These petty influences pre- 
vented all pretence of satisfaction for either insult or outrage, & we have 
been compelled to assume our present attitude. The truth is, I repeat, 
this People need a lesson, and, if need be, a severe one, to make them respect 
the rights & personal liberty of foreigners residing in the country. They 
have been spoded completely by forbearance heretofore, & particularly by 
that of the British Govh Not long ago a Cap^ Willis of the Royal Navy, 
was seized in Santos & beaten in a manner to maim him for life, merely 
because he was the Commander of a cruiser against slavers. Pie was dining 
with H. B. M. Consul who warned him on departing for his boat not to go 
alone & unarmed; but he would go thus in the night time, & he met the 
vengance of the “infamous traffic” in a cruel way. Demand was made by 
M^ Hamilton upon the Imp! Govh and although the perpetrators are well 
^own, no satisfaction nor redress has yet been obtained. Whilst Admiral 

down, beaten & impnsoned, &. satisfaction demanded in vain. Our own 
Citizens haveshared a kp fafP t t i ■» , . . 


aiuc insteaa oi anomer oi a sentmei 6l was icnocicea aown orutaiiy oy tne 
butt of a musket in the hands of one of these armed police. M*" South worth, 
one of our citizens, was imprisoned & fined severely, without judge or jury, 
because one of his employes struck a drunken negro who was abusing him 
in the most insufferable manner. Concerning the latter case I have sent 
my correspondence to Washington. And now when this case of L* Davis 
occurred, I thought it time to take decisive steps. If he had not been 
promptly released I should have thrown on Com: Rousseau the responsibility 
of making reprisals. I had thoroughly resolved upon this, & I deem it my 
duty to name it to you & the Pres- in order that you may see how dangerous 
a Minister I am at this court, if you are not prepared to sanction an effective 
resistance to such outrages. But the truth is that there is no danger what- 
ever, in point of policy, in making Brazil fear to do us wrong. She is most 
dependent on us & our good will. She risks more than we do by any colli- 
sion, & she understands & appreciates that fact more cunningly than we do. 
By this I am far from meaning that we should take advantage of our position 
farther than to compel her to do what is right. That, so far as depends 
upon me, she shall do, as long as I am Minister at this court. I feel bound 
to avow these sentiments in order that the Pres^ may instruct me to the 
contrary, if I am wrong. But I am so confident that I am right in the course 
I have taken, that I am sure of his approbation. All that is desired by me 
is that, after fairly reflecting on the facts I have stated, & upon our true 
position & vantage-ground towards Brazil, he will authorize & instruct me 
to demand an audience of H. M. the Emperor, & say to him that he approves 
of all that has been done by the Minister, Commodore & Consul of the U. 
States; & that he cannot view Davis' conduct in any other than a favor- 
able light, & is not pleased that a just reparation was not made in his case. 
He will surely not understand me by this as intimating advice even to him, 
but as asking to be sustained only in a manner which at least will not put 
the authorities of the U. States, all at this Court, in the wrong. At the same 
time I desire him to understand that all of those authorities, notwithstanding 
what has happened, are on the best personal footing with this government. 

I am just answering in full a long Communication from the Min: for F. 
Affairs respecting our claims. This affair of L* Davis will, I am sure, help 
them. Already I have rec^ several strong evidences of the Min: of F. 
Affairs awakening to a sense of justice towards us. He has in the last two 
or three days decided more than one matter in our favor for which I have 
been waiting for months. You must, in a word, make this people respect 
us. They are ignorant, insolent, 8c touched by a false sense of dignity; but 
they are selfish enough to know what concerns them, & will not lightly trifle 
with a Power which can injure them as deeply as the U States can, if com- 



pelled to resent their insults & outrages. Not for my own sake, nor for the 
Consul’s, nor the Commodore’s, but for the honor of our country & the pro- 
tection due to our citizens here, I beg the Pres^ not to allow any representa- 
tions of this Gov^ in this case to separate me, as Minister, from my own 
Govt at home. That is their calculation now. And if they succeed in so 
doing, no Minister in future will dare to seek redress from them in a firm 
tone. A word of approbation from the Prest about this affair will render, 
actually, essential service to our country in all its relations. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 54 Rio de Janeiro, December q, 1846. 

Sir; Since my last despatch ^ no other communications have passed be- 
tween the Imperial Gov^ & this Legation respecting the case of Davis. 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs has sent me but one Circular since on any 
other subject, & that was of no importance. They have never to this mo- 
ment furnished me with a particle of the evidence on which they relied for 
the justification of the outrage & insult of which I was compelled to complain 
to this & to give information to my own Govh The refusal of Com: Rous- 
seau to salute on the occasion of the baptism of the Imperial Princess, on the 
15*.’^ ult°, gave rise to much excitement. They prompted their public press 
to exaggerate, pervert & misrepresent all the facts of the case, in the grossest 
manner, & the press has set the populace in a flame against both the Com- 
modore & the Minister of the U. States. They made the liege subjects 
believe that it was a marked insult offered by Republicanism to the Imperial 
family. Emperor & Empress, & especially to the "little baby of Legitimacy.’’ 
This could not be helped, for the Commodore could not distinguish between 
the Imp! Gov- & its Imp! Head, especially when its decision was made known 
in the name & by the authority of His Majesty. I was glad that this turn 
was given to the affair, for if the Republican functionaries here were com- 
pelled to have an issue, they would prefer to contest it with the Emperor 
himself than with anybody else, but not with the "paling infant" or its 
Mamma. The truth was we had to deal with the Gov^ itself alone. The 
fire of indignation consequent upon the events of the 15*^ had just ceased to 
snap & crack, when the celebration of H. M.’s birth-day, on the 2^ inst., 


sec the 1 rausports of C'ol. Stevenson's ret*' (S: the Preble off, and was pre- 
vented from getting oil himself by bad weather, thus was ('om[)ellcd to 
remain in this haii)our, iv again to decline uniting in the ceremonies of an- 
other grand festa. I'liis second failure to lire a gun or Jioist a Hag again sent 
up the sparks iS: the flame of excitement, tS: the press has denounced him 
roundly as waiting here* on purpose t<} offer an insult to Ilis Majesty. The 
C'ommodore sailed on the mg. of the 3'h <S: was obliged to go out, when hedid, 
by steam, and a steamboat had, I believe, failed utterly to take him out for 
two days before, owing to the very thick tlv stormy weather tS: adver.se winds. 
And this harbour is very dil'iicult of egress except with fair wind (Sr tide. 

I ain, of <'ourse, left alone under the brunt of the ban of Their MajestiCvS. 

I tlont regard it a misfortune. They did not send me a Circular to attend 
(hnirt the g*-’ inst., but my own birthday was on the 3'^ inst., I did not 
condescend tt) honor either Ilis Majesty or Her Majesty, or either of their 
" Menino petjuetio” or " Menina petiuena” Imperialisms, with a summons to 
the august celebration of my Republican birth. This was a fair “tit for 
tat R' I am satisfied if they are. Hut they boast most, loudly of my recall & 
of the (‘om;'s reprimand by the Pro.sident R’ ('abinet at Washington. I 
apjirehend <inly that they will send on to their Minister there almost per- 
verted statement of the whole affair. They <lare not show to me hew the 
eviilence on which they have relied, for they know, .as in the ('ase of South- 
worth, that it would not bear .scrutiny, R' that it would be either disproved or 
shown to proceed from their own .subordinates who were the very persons 
accused (jf the outrage. I know that in this country .all they have to do is to 
intimate a desire to have a strong case made out, tSi their Minister of Justice, 
through the (‘hief of Police, can have any relation of facts stated <Sr. by as 
many witne-sses as they want. And their calculation is that this being .sent 
to Mf I.isboa, cannot be controverted at Washington. They have been 
fnriUHhed with our evuleuce R* will, of <’our.se, make theirs .stronger. Hut I 
have full ctmhdcnce that our own (iov^ will not permit the clear, conclusive 

highly re.spectable evidence which I have transmitted, to he outweighed 
by the factitious proofs of this degraded tSr corrupt jieoplo, who arc ignorant 
of the first rudiments of either a<lminislrative or judicial justice. One of the 
most respectable citizens of Hrazil t<ild me, yesterday, that the Cdiicf of 
Police is a man wdio notoriously touched his palm with the brilie of two 
cuntoH of rets (almut |io, 000.00 els.) for fabricating a will for a deceased 
person of wealth. He, of course, will readily obey ('ourt orders to fabricate 
proofs to justify hia Imperi.al Master, or the, ('»ov*' which he daily robs. 

They will, probulily, instruct M*" Lisboa to represent that I am obnoxious 
to this (iovh & thus gently hint my recall. I am so, doubtless, for my 
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& flag afforded transportation & protection to the vile trade in human live 
stock from Africa. And it is not to be disguised nor palliated that this Court 
as well as this whole country is deeply inculpated in that trade. There are 
only three ways of making a fortune in Brazil — either by the slave trade, or 
by shaving, or by a coffee commission business. The foreign merchants 
alone engage in the latter, & to be a Brazilian “man of consequence” all have 
to partake, more or less, directly or indirectly, in the two former. And all 
who are of consequence do partake in them both. Here you must be rich to 
profit by usury, & to be rich you must engage in the slave trade. The slave- 
traders, then, are either the men in power, or are those who lend to the men 
in power & hold them by the purse-strings. Thus, the Gov^ itself is in fact 
a slave trading Gov^ against its own laws & treaties. And the protection of 
our flag is constantly sought, & I am obliged in shame to say, is constantly 
bought & sold here to carry on the slave trade. Vessel after vessel from the 
northern ports of the U, States is still charted or sold for the uses & purpose 
of that traffic, and thousands of victims are still imported from Africa to 
Brazil. One of the devices has been to build fast sailing vessels in the U. S, 
& to send them out here to be sold to a nominal American citizen who will 
get a certificate of transfer & sail under what is called a sea-letter. This sea- 
letter he would use until he had made all the money he could by chartering 
his vessel for “the Coast,” & then he would sell his vessel itself at any enor- 
mous price to the trade, & there would never be a return home of the vessel 
to submit her to the navigation laws of the U. S. which were thus constantly 
violated with impunity. This I lately broke up by an opinion to Parks, 
the Consul, that when a register is transferred of a U. S. merchant vessel in a 
foreign port, a sea letter or certificate should be given by the Consulate only 
to go home & get a new register under our laws. This has lately broken up 
several voyages & charters to Africa, & has brought down upon my head 
additional odium. I am, therefore, very obnoxious to this Court whose very 
Councillors & Ministers of State, & to this Country, whose most wealthy and 
influential citizens are all hindered & obstructed by me in their slave-trade 
profits. But the question, after all, is — can any other Minister who will 
conscientiously do his duty in this respect, be any less obnoxious? Pie must 
either wink at the slave trade by U. S. vessels or be obnoxious to Brazil. 
Which will our Gov- require & expect him to do or to be? That is the issue. 
And, at last, what have we to fear from the obnoxiousness of our Minister? 
They are obliged to depend more upon us than we are upon them. They 
must look to us for their bread, & we hold them still more fast & con- 
fined in a coffee-bag, the string of which we may loosen or tighten at pleasure. 
I have heretofore too fully explained how we may pull that string at pleasure 
& to our advantage, to enlarge now on the point. We may raise revenue, 


danger to ourselves, & all that they know & appreciate much better than we 
do. And I am glad to say that my brethren of the Diplomatic Corps, almost 
universally, have manifested & expressed their sympathy with me in this 
affair. None of them who have real business to do here are in any better 
condition at court than I am. They have all been made to feel keenly & 
with disgust, that the policy of this Gov- is one of the most contracted 
prejudice against all foreigners. 

I trust, then, that the President will allow me to express the approval of 
my course & that of Com: Rousseau in this case. That he will instruct me 
to represent the insecurity of person & of property felt by our citizens visiting 
or resident in this country. That he will order the strongest representations 
to be made against the encouragement of the sale & charter of U. S. vessels in 
Brazil, or the use of the U. S. flag by Brazilian subjects for the protection of 
the African slave trade. And that he will cause it to be signified that the 
redress of like outrages & insults to those perpetrated on L* Davis will in 
future be left to the sound discretion of naval commanders, without waiting 
to hear from Washington; and in every such case the Pres- himself will in 
future demand reparation. 

You may rely on it. Sir, that this decisive course would have a beneficial 
effect & could in no event do harm. Nothing but the energetic course of M" 
Raguet ever procured our late treaty with Brazil, & the payment of our 
claims from this Govh I know that M- Tudor reaped the credit. But he 
was here nearly two years before he could do anything towards the accom- 
plishment of the ends of his mission, & never would have done anything but 
through the impression left by the decisive action of his predecessor. I in 
like manner, am well content to prepare the way for results to be achieved 
& realized by some successor. But I am not willing to be recalled for doing 
what sound policy as well as a sense of duty obviously requires. 

I have lately rec^ from Graham, the Consul of the U. S. at Buenos 
Aires, the inclosed letter & accompanying doct- marked “A,” addressed to 
me by him from Assumption, Paraguay. I inclose my reply to him marked 
“B.”i 

1 Consul Graham’s letter to Mr. Wise, and the latter’s reply, follow: 

Joseph Graham to Henry A . Wise 

Asunci 6 n, September id, 1846. 

Dear Sir: I presume Mr Brent, our late Charg6 d’Affaires near the Arg* Confedera- 
tion has informed you that his son, George Lee Brent, & myself, undertook to bear to 
Pres‘ Lopez the offer of the mediation of the U. S. between Paraguay & B. Aires as made 
by him. We left B. Aires the June, & after a long & tedious passage by land to 
Parana, & thence by water we reached Pilar in Paraguay the 7^^ ult. — Before reaching 
Pilar we wrote to Pres? Lopez, from one of "guardias” on the river Paraguay, a note 
of which I send you a Copy marked “A.” On our arrival there we were kindly rec*? by 

Kii-P nriTfCkM -Prt wrA nnf fiirbliAr riAr- 


Copy “D.” This was so much like a positive refusal, that if it had been from a Gov* 
which had had more intercourse with the world we would have returned irnmediately 
to B. Aires. We felt, however, that Pres* Lopez was acting under the excitement of 
unfounded prejudices both against M"' Brent & our Gov*, & we felt great interest in the 
Success of our mission, & besides had a desire to see something of the Country after so 
long a journey; we therefore wrote him again the next day in a somewhat different tone 
as you will see by the copy E. This brought us the permission to come here contained 
in copy F. — but only for ourselves & D*" Kenedy [Kennedy?]. We received it the 27^** 
& next day started on horses which together with a cart for our baggage were furnished 
by the Pres*. 

On the 1“ we reached here & found a comfortable house provided for our accommoda- 
tion by the Gov*. We immediately wrote a note to Sec^. Gill, asking for an interview 
with the Pres*. He soon called to say the Pres* would see us that ev«. or the next m*. 
as might suit our convenience. We fixed on the next day, & accordingly called on His 
Exc^. at 10 o’clock. He received us coldly, & after we had briefly stated the object of 
our visit & delivered him M* Brent’s communications, he asked us to be seated, & 
immediately entered upon a full & heated explanation of all his wrongs from Rosas, in 
which he was not sparing of strong epithets against him, & he also spoke of the humili- 
ating conduct, as he called it, of our Gov*, in making the explanations reported to have 
been made by Sec^. Buchanan to Minister Alvear at Wash" in relation to Paraguay, & 
also of the insult offered to our Gov* by the manner in which your conduct & that of M* 
Hopkins had been spoken of in the Gazette of B. Aires. I made several efforts to reply, 
but he was in such a state of excitement that he constantly interrupted me, & I con- 
cluded it was best to listen patiently till he talked himself into a better humour, which 
he did in about an hour. 

I asked him if he imagined our Gov* was influenced by any thing like fear of B. Aires? 
He replied in the negative. I then told him our Gov* was entirely opposed to the Eng- 
lish & French intervention in the affairs of La Plata, & was especially desirous to pursue 
such a course as neither to induce the allied invaders to hope, or the Govl of Buenos Aires 
to fear, that she would give the slightest aid or countenance to that intervention ; that for 
these reasons the explanations had been given to Minister Alvear. I told him too that 
you were one of the very last men who would permit any indignity to be offered, with 
impunity, to yourself either in your private or official character, & that the honor of our 
Country was perfectly safe so far as it was in your keeping. I told him we were not here 
as the champions of Govf Rosas, but as the friends of both parties, & that I had never 
heard Govf Rosas speak of him in any other than respectful terms. 

He told us if he accepted the mediation he would not send Commissioners to B. Aires 
— that he had tried that twice & been insulted — he would send Commissioners to Rio 
to act under your mediation; but that whatever was done must be on the basis of the 
Independence of Paraguay, & that it would be an insult for any person to talk to him of 
other terms. I told him the independence was the chief question at issue, & therefore 
ought to be left open. He complained bitterly that in our notes we had addressed him 
as “ President of Paraguay,” & not of the Republic of Paraguay. He said he would not 
have considered that we committed ourselves in any way, & that you in a letter had 
given him his proper title. It was an act of inadvertence on our pai't, & we but fol- 
lowed the address used by M' Brent; however, in a subsequent note we rectified the 
error. 

After an interview of two hours we parted on apparently better terms than we met. 
He promised to read M*’ Brent’s dispatches & give us as early an answer as possible. 

I have neglected to say that he complained much of M' Hopkins being sent here & 
making promises on behalf of our Gov* which were not complied with. I could only 
say that I presumed M* H. had exceeded his authority & instructions, & that he had 
been sent merely to see the country & report its condition. 

On the s**" we received & replied to a note from the Pres*, the coppies of which, G & H 
explain themselves. 

On the 9-- the Pres* sent for us & after some general conversation, told us he had 
determined to accept the mediation of our Gov^ with the conditions he had before 
stated, of the independence of Paraguay being the basis, & sending commissioners to 
Rio. We told him we would convey to Mf Harris his reply, whatever it might be, but 


th.if HI* \vlu*ili»-r anvthitttj cctuld rf>fiuU from uii iU'(T(i(aJU'c with micl> con- 

dif inllM. 

tic r.licwcil un j't.ijiir.itiiinM itimi M'" Kdw.inlH, <im‘ laic (iniMul at H. Aires, ^Ivr also 
fi.uii M* Hitjikinri. lot flic cMinfiivc naviK.uioii of the Paraguay with stcani; the hitter 
MN'ing he wan t oiiuci ted \uth a nnnttany in I.tiwcll, who hail a nijiittil of ^^oo.<ioo$ to 
iiivcNt in tlifi tiiininc-fi; to hoth of which he (ohl ns he Jtad given a negative iinswer. 
'riicnc vieic nhewn without anv esprcHHed olijcct. tie ahso shewed iih u letter from 
VomneU til lutJi \ one ti»mi M' Atana to M' (duiilo, to eHtahlish some points of wdiieli 
we h.id not I'cen intotmci!. 

tie pioiiiincd to ha\e a leplv for M'’_llarils in a few ilavw. 

1 ha\ e given \ on tliin tlefail, heeatiw it in proliulile J’res' l.oiiez will insist on accepting 
the mediation of the I'. S, at Kio. Under your direelitm, i'll: liecause, I iinderstund, he 
will soon nrni! an agent there, dmilitleHS with the object, in part, of seeing you, iJv. this 
ptoh.dtlv Itt'toie M' tlaiiin could write you after oiir report to him, The Agent spoken 
of is I ton And(e>. ( .eltv, one of the nuBit Intelligent tS,- lU'complislied men I have seen httre. 
He was fill a hnig time m Montevideo iS; lllleil one of the imiiortant oliicea tliere, iSt only 
trtmncd .ibotii ; ycats sim e, I think he has ninwiderable inllnenec witli the Prest, 
t(/}e }i ihr i.'n:' Ibtt flic man of ttiore intluenee titan any iS.- all ollierH is the llrazilian 
Minister, t his I tiad he.ud A am now convinced of. In tlie lirnl interview we had 
uitli liiiii, hi-t ( ojn cj.’iafion ctinvince«l us. ttot only that he luul Seen all our letlers, hul 
also. b\' the t.imilaiuv of hin evpteswiouH, that he had aanisted in the replies. 'I'ltis 
odiiicm e ts n.tf mal the gtc.tt hobby the gieat desider.itum, of (he PreHt v*v,' people, is 
iticit itulrf-rtusnur. Ht.i.'il h.ut lecogiti/ed (liis, «S‘ has a shrewd Intelligent Miniaier 
wtio tiwM ill I omader.tbie ntvle. gives itiany tertuiias, i,K’ treats (he Prest w'ith an much 
weming detejence a« tie wutihl Itis bau(teror. It is easy to imagine the elTeet of till this 
upon a jwoplemi tong shut out from intereomw with tlie wurhl, iiV, who luul their jvolioiis 
of independence implanted hv hrancia, 

the hisioty ill the .Atg‘ t'onftin, shews that Ilra/il Ims either been jealous or afraid of 
her ftom the time of het earliest struggles for jmle()eiuieiice, It t'anuot be tloulned 
that Hia.'tl w.is the Chief instigator of the Hnglish (.S: h'leneh inlerventioii; A I believe 
that her object \ inilicy mai', is to prevent any ree.oneiliation or frinully iulercourse 
between P.u.tgu.iv <\ H. Aires, vS, this not only to waken 11, A. & keef) her oecunietl in 
tjuaiteh with Par.iguav, but alito tu ptomute what she eoneelves Iter eomniereiul inter” 
eats. I he juodui (Ions of Paraguay are (he same us (hose, of purls of Brazil, the great 
.V altmnt only m.trket tut these, esirecialty the important artjele of yerhu, m the prov- 
imcft of tlie Aig* Cunidn , A it I'aiaguay i« sliut out frotu thin, Brazil has it to heraelf; 
and tn-adrs, if P.rt.iguav cannot get fuicli supplies of fttreign goods as she needs, by (he 
ti\rt, sshr Will tic « um|nd!cd to get them from Brazil. _ I we phiinly (hat (he Minister 
hctc ujt.vtrii tiu p.uun to evt ite A keep alive the ptejudiee iS: hatred of the Presf agaiuHt 
(♦«»v' Ki.«.tn,A it hesealtv de>iirrd the difhctiltieH between ( hem shotild be luljustccl, (his 
(tittldnn? tie. Iiannot believe fliat tlie syinjialhy of Braz.il ia so great, or hcr desire (o 
MV the ofmttai t rights ot Patagnay ewtalilipihed, sueh as to induce her to incur the ex» 
jirmir of keeping a .Mini'tfri tiete, undet existing s'iirnmfltaneeM, unictw she had some 
fumster ubjio t I mtmuited to Pres* l.mie/. that u was the interest of Brazil to have tlie 
Parana i lo»»etl to Paraguav. but he hud been nrepared for this, I'v reiilicd by »aying that 
Brazil liad provint rs on the irihutarieH of the Piuaguay, for whi(*h she had no odier 
outlet, I learn that flieae ntovinte«i are uninlutbifeil, it- are cormidered valuable (diielly 
fur their pt<»<lm tton» ot gold A diamonds, A such articles can be transported by huul. 

Whatever m.iv be the rights ot Paraguay, I tin nut believe that Brazil is inllueneetl by 
them in her {rolir'y. 1 he Minister ttied to enlist me liy proirosing the seheme of opening 
the Paramr tmly to the (lags of z\merica. I of course listened ^to him, but on another 
«Hr union t told (he Pres' our gov* had no wish for exclusive (>rivilege«. 

Setior ( irlly ha« an excUtwve grant to navigate the Paragimy with steam ftrr ten years, 
A therefore may deuire to w*e the Parana ojien. 

Von will free that we have written A s<iid at teuil an mueh ns the nuture of our t'om» 
rniitaton would justify, but I Innie we have not extmled it, tk that w'c have done somc" 
(lung (owardM tre»(atihslung the gmal feelings of Paraguay towards our (loyt ^ 

I think Sir, fh.it you iHcupy a position that would cnahle you to do much in hringing 
about a giKHl undetBt.uiding between Paraguay A B. Aires. Preat bojre/, holds you in 
hikdi ciiiniation, A I lielieve that Covf Kobum ix disposed to mljuHt the dilliculties on just 


I transmit also the inclosed copy of a letter & accompanying doct? from 
His ExcT Antonio Carlos Lopez, Pres^ of Paraguay, marked " C.” And my 
reply to the same marked “D,” ^ 


Footnote l, page 371- 


-Continued 

Henry A. Wise to Joseph Graham 

Rio de Janeiro, December i, 1S46. 

Dear Sir: I am happy to acknowledge the receipt of yours dated at Assumption the 
16& Septr last. I have read it & the accompanying copies of correspondence with much 
interest. About the same time I rec^ a despatch, inclosing copies in full of all papers 
touching the mediation proposed by M'' Brent, from Pres^" Lopez. These all were rcc‘! 
by me about the time of the arrival here of Sr. Geliy, who has taken tea once with me & 
given me a very satisfactory interview. He, it seems, brought neither your letter nor 
the despatches to me from his Gov*; Your note introducing him to me is dated the 2i*t 
of Septr, & the letter of Pres* Lopez is dated the 15-** of Septf. He must have left 
Assumption after the despatches. 

M*" Brent did not communicate with me respecting the message by yourself & his son 
to Paraguay. It was unnecessary to do so, & I had heard only of your visit up the river 
& that you would not be permitted to proceed. Your trip must have been a very 
interesting one, & I cannot see how your agency could, as conducted, have been other- 
wise than beneficial towards a good understanding between the Gov* of Paraguay & our 
own. But, until instructed by the Pres* of the U. S. to take a part in the alfairs of the 
River Plate, which is not likely, I must henceforth abstain from expressing even an 
opinion. M' Harris is now at B. Aires, & with instructions, doubtless, to meet all 
probable contingencies. What they are I am not informed. Certain it is that I have 
no instructions to meddle with any questions apart from the proper business of the U. 
States with the Imp? Gov* of Brazil, And, though Pres* Lopez’s confidence in me is 
very flattering, it is strange that he should have selected me as his umpire on the points 
of mediation, & I shall assuredly not assume the office unless ordered to do so, by iny 
own Gov*. And, from the character of certain semi-official publications which I see in 
the papers of B. Aires, I should judge that Gov^ Rosas would not be likely to accede to 
my nomination either as mediator or umpire. Why, I cannot conceive, but he seems to 
suspect me as being not only an enemy but as subject to some sinister influence of 
Brazil, Neither suspicion is true, I have endeavored to promote the success of his 

use against the armed intervention, & to aid the cause of peace & independence in S. 
Amenca. And as to the policy of this court, whether sincere or sinister, it is too im- 
potent to affect me, or to prevail for good or ill in any cause. 

I have repli^ to Pres? Lopez saying that I would transmit his letter & accompanying 

1 ^ comiiiunication; 

except to thank you for its kindness & respect to me 

We have been a long time without dates from home. The California regiment under 
the Command of Col. J. D. Stevenson, sailed hence yesterday. Gen* Taylor was 


‘ The letter from President Lopez, of Paraguay, to Wise, and the latter’s reply, follow: 
President Lopez of Paraguay to Henry A. Wise 

Asunci6n, September is, 1846. 


mu., TT j • j ^ oeptemoer 15, XS40. 

the Undersigned President of the Republic, had the honor to receive Your Fxcel 
lency’s note dated April 20 last [Above, this part, doc. 593, note / n S ™Ed I md 
m^?h?n '^P^rtant contents, judges that he can gl’veno more explicit 

Witt the Agents oT?fe 

whIS. You" fate acknowledge mciomly the interest 



Charg6 d’Affaires of Paraguay at the court of this Govh He is an intelligent 
gentleman, & I endeavored to explain to him the views & intentions of 
the Gov^ of the U. S., as I understand them from your communications both 
to myself & to M*' Hopkins. My explanations are embraced in my letter to 
the Pres- of Paraguay. He, Sr. Geliy, will find here a systematic hostility on 
the part of the Imp! Gov^' towards Rosas. But, at the same time, though 
Brazil has maintained & still maintains a Charge at Assumption, he will find 
that this Gov- being somewhat apprehensive that Rosas will shortly be 
relieved from the war of the Armed Intervention, & that he will immediately 
seek pretexts for a war with Brazil, his mission just at this moment is looked 
on as mal a propos. Gen! Guido, the Argentine Minister says, that his 
bureau is one "not of protocols but of protests." . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


Henry A. Wise to President L6pez of Paraguay 

Rio de Janeiro, December i, 1846. 

The Undersigned had the honor lately to receive the despatch of Y' Exc^. dated the 
15-- of Septf last, communicating copies of sundry papers touching the mediation pro- 
posed by the Hon. W” Brent J.'' late Charge d’Affaires of the U. S. at B. Aires, between 
the Republick of Paraguay & the Argentine Government. 

Having no powers to act himself on the subject, he will immediately transmit Yf 
Exec's letter & accompanying doct^ to the Gov‘ of the U. S. He, at the same time, 
deems it his duty to inform Yr Exc? that on the 1 7— of June last he rec'! an open copy of 
a despatch addressed by the Hon. James Buchanan, Sec^. of State of the U. S., to Mr 
E. A. Hopkins, dated the 30^- of March last [See below, the volume containing the 
Communications to Paraguay. — Ed.], recalling him from his agency near the Gov* of 
Paraguay. Mr Hopkins had already on the 19-- of April, before his recall reached this 
place, departed from Rio de Janeiro for the U. S. In this despatch to him of the 30^ of 
March, he was, by order of the Pres* of the U. S., thus specially instructed: — 

“ In taking leave of the Pres* of Paraguay, you will assure him that the Pres* of the 
U. S. still entertains the strongest & kindest feelings for the Republic & People of 
Paraguay, & that whenever circumstances shall enable him to manifest these feelings, 
by his conduct, he will eagerly embrace the opportunity. He regrets extremely that 
the civil war now raging between the Argentine Republic & one of its Provinces, with 
which Paraguay has entered into an alliance offensive & defensive may postpone for a 
season the execution of his intentions; but he still cherishes the hope that it will be in his 
power, at no distant day, to recognize the independence of Paraguay & bid her welcome 
into the family of nations,” 

It having been the desire of the Pres* of the U. S. that Y* Exc^. should receive the 
foregoing expressions of his cordial goodwill & assurances; & Mr Hopkins having de- 
parted before he rec‘.' these instructions to him, the undersigned, with unfeigned satis- 
faction, transmits them to Y' Exc^'. as the most grateful reply, doubtless, which he could 
make to Yf Exec’s, note. And he has the honor [etc.]. 




Caspar Jose de Lisboa, Brazilian Minister to the United States, to James 
Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, February ix, 184^. 

Mr Lisboa presents his compliments to Buchanan, and agreeably to 
his engagement of yesterday has the honor to transmit to His Excellency here 
enclosed the copies of two letters which were addressed to Mr Lisboa confi- 
dentially by the Minister of the Foreign Affairs of Brazil on the lb*".’* of 
november and the 5 *? December last, concerning the occurrences which 
took place at Rio de Janeiro on the 15*** november and the 2^ December.® 

Mr Lisboa avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 

1 Notes from Brazil, vol. 2. 

* These two communications, which are instructions to the Brazilian minister from his 
government, and which show the light in which that government viewed the Lieutenant 
Davis episode and subsequent related events, follow: 


Barao de Cayrd, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, to Caspar JosS de 
Lisboa, Brazilian Minister to the United States 


Confidential 


Rio de Janeiro, November i6, 1846. 


In my public despatch N? 27 of the 4*1^ instant, I suggested to Your Excellency that it 
would be necessary to explain to the Secretary of State, Mr. Buchanan, the propriety of 
appointing another Minister of the United States of America to this Court in place of 


Mf Wise, who, by means of his morose and gloomy temper, Jias put in ieopardy the good 

~ es. The correspondence 


understanding which fortunately subsists between the two States, x ijc i.ui i uapoinjejice 
which he has held with me respecting the outrage committed by Lieutenant Davis 
plainly shows that Mr. Wise is wholly unable to discuss diplomatic questions with that 
calmness which is so necessary for a good result in negotiations. Mr. Wise has just 
confirmed the correctness of the opinion which has been entertained respecting him, 
Not content with assuming an arrogant tone in the correspondence adverted to, which 
I repelled with energy, he has committed the offence (or raised the scandal, or given oc- 
casion for remark) of not appearing yesterday at the Imperial Chapel and at the Palace 
upon the occasion of the celebration of the August ceremony of the Baptism of Her 
Royal Highness the newly born Princess— notwithstanding he received the usual invita- 
gone still further. He has advised the American Commodore Rousseau 
not to tire a salute from ^e frigate under his command in commemoration of such a 
other Diplomatist who might have just causes of complaint against 
the Imperial Government, would never have been wanting in that courtesy and regard 
which Governments owe to one another on occasions of National Festivities, and would 

^ the event of having received instructions from his 
mentioned is in its nature so offensive and revolting, 
thfunftJ?sSS Government is persuaded that when made known to the President Sf 
ur States, it will be sufficient for him to acknowledge that the conduct of Mr 

W^e deserves to be highly censured and that of Commodore Rousseau also, who ought 
Mt to have allowed himself to be influenced by the counsels of a Minister who appeaS 

Autforides^ ^Th?Imneri?rrov ''' "8^ht was on the side of the B?Lilian 

ft JPPeJ^ial Goyernrnent therefore expects that the President will cive 

j Commodore Rousseau to be recalled 

wSy 0 'sit? St ‘hereof by a note from 

cne secretary ot btate. It is my duty to mform Your Excellencv that so Inno- as Mr 

faffySfrarthtaiS'’ The'’Lttrr'”“'’ aglin be inv'Sfo tte 



Henry A. If 7 ,\r, United States Minister to Hrazil, to Janies Huchatiati, Secretary 
of State of the United States ’ 

Nt), 56 Rio ni*; JanI'IRo, March id, 1^4/. 

Sm: On the H“‘ ins^ I a note froin the Hunio dt* ('ayru, dated tluit day, 
arkiunvIedgiiiK the reep* of niy live .several iioK'h addressed (o him in all 
(he month of hVh' last (<*o[)ies of whieli have lavn forwarded to the Dc'iKirt- 
ment).* and saviuK that (hey were "taken into eonsideration hy the ImpI 
Oovh ami would he opportunely answered," 'I’he truth Is, they dont; 
mean to answer them for a Ionj.t tiim*, for the himperor c]e[)art,H tomorrow 
on his (our to t'ampos, atnl iu» imsiness will he done until his re(urn:-~VVhat; 
diiferenee, thmiKh, ‘ichen no husiness is done U'hilst he is here? 


[iH.snsi.Mion] 

(‘tJtitiilftni.il Kio an jANKtuo, Pr(r»!/irr 5 , lAV/rt. 

V 4 Hir l\x«rUrfit‘y h»tf* Ihtii informed of what tnok plat'o with Mr, VVi.sf on tlu* ocrasion 
of f hf .ureal of dutn* rsiilors amt an oltwer of du‘ Anun-ifan Navy and of tlu* n^Hult of the 
prtH'rn lilies M*i on fimi iiKainst that utlirer and one of t he naid h;u1<u’h. 'I’ltifi neeniTencc, 
whirh in irndf w.m nothiiiK uttfoinmoti, li.i« |)liu-(*d in neriouH jc*o|iar(ly tlu* (jifidul poHition 
of Mr. Wifwin eonwrituemT of tiis hijihly reprelieiiMiljle beliavimir; for IjenideH diHroK'iird- 
ifig itshedid, ihefMtvetriRntynf (he eountry whilwl exeeiititiH iiK Iuwh, ineoatenint of tlie 
IjtHKl li.uiuonv iK'tween (hr (wo (inveriiinentM aiitl of Iht* mark of c-onHidernl Ion which 
(hry munndly hratow niton nne .inodirr of whirli (he Imperial t iovrrmnent gave a proof 
ujton tha( verv twaafiion liy giving up hieutenaiU Navis (o (‘onimodorc Koimaeau ho 
(hat hr might W pnnished for his etimr, ueeooling as (he trial whieh was going on here 
might r.dl for. hr («iok upon liinisetf to give vesit to the wliole of liis perHonul reHeutiuent 
iKn aiittr (hc^-w* Amrtirans vvrrr not tlmlt with in u wav wholly oeetiliar; for on the i.sth of 
lant month wttm the ceremonv of the llaptifim of tier Koyal IliglmeHS the. newly born 
pfintT»« uasi rlebtated, hr atlvisrtl l*omm(nlorr Kousseau not to take part in the puhjic 
irjoit ings ami the IPigair CtiUiinbia was guilty of the olfenee, in front of the Impcrud 
t’alai r twit, tit not tidng a sidutr or luiisting her (lags. Puhlic npiiuon spoke aloud, 
an«I (hr tipjKwiiion journals aiiarhrti the {iovernmenl fur not showing more energy in 
rtinsrtpimt r <if «m h wrightv otfrm rs. Mranwliilr the ( Jovernmeiit performed its (Uily 
relative to wi tlrliratr a mattet, and although it has (he greatest regard for that of die 
Pnirrtj States, the insult to His Majesty the km|>eror on that day of national festivity 
was mi dirret, the Uclmvimit of Mr. Wise Ims sinee then been so strange and provoking, 
that by ortirr of his Majesty (he Kmperof he was not invited to (’ourt on the and inslant. 
On that day the m‘tw of the t.V* was re{>eafed. The Chnumodore, after having retired 
near the Fort ol .Hnnta fru/ (lersistetl in his former eondiiel l»y not hoisting his llngaon 
in* Frigate and not Minting; he caused some vessels of war to leave this Port anil he 
himw‘ir «iletl on the .td m t( he wished to be preseiit on his Majestyfi birth day for the 
tiun«»e of aggravating the matter still further. Thia last indignity wu« certainly 
msiigateii by Mr. Wise, and Your Kxeelleney is informed of it »o that you may upprir.e 
Mr. liuchanan, the .Swretary of .State, in orderpimt it niay he atoned fur in a itiibhc and 
Mtisfaetury mattrier, Your Kxcellem'y taking into consideration the luitcceilent events. 
I urn certiifn (hat on the .iod the American Consul had the Hug of those atates hoisted in 
front of his (‘mtsulate as is the custom here and some American soldiers haying been 
taken by the imlice authorities in the act of cotnnutting disorders, the Httid Cuoflul 
Jiehiivrtl with urbanity in the retjuiremerUH nroper on the occasion. I observe to Your 
bixr eilency that l-'oreignera i hemselves and the Ministers accreditcil to this Court speak 
in term# of t*enswre of the insulti of Mr, Wi*«. 

(kkI preserve Your Excellency. 



Inclosed is a statement of my acct^ up to the i"* of January last, with the 
vouchers, directed to the 5-^ Auditor. M- Walsh has not yet finished a copy 
of my memoir of the claims. 

I send herewith also a copy of the Documents ^ relative to the Mission of 
M • Hood, the Special agent of the Gov^ of G* Britain to the Gov* of B. Ayres. 

Gen? Guido requests me to inclose the within letter for Gen! Alvear. 

The Russian Minister departed this morning. He informed me last 
evening that this Gov^ expects Lord Howden, whom G^' B. sends to this court 
in the place of M- Hamilton, to be charged with full powers to settle the 
affairs of the River Plate. The Imp? Gov^ is thereby much flattered, and the 
Minister for F. Affr? exclaims: — “Oh! Providence will take care of this 
country!” — If Providence dont, no one else will. Rosas will grievously 
disappoint Lord Howden and Brazil too; and, a mission of G^ B., thus 
charged, may and probably will complicate still more the affairs of all Eastern 
S. America. The U. S. ought to look well at the course of G^ B. just now. 
If she lets in Brazilian produce, by her new rates of duties, she will win the 
hearts of this silly people, and will obtain her old privileges; besides settling 
affairs all around with other states, to her own advantage. 

Comdt® Rousseau is still at the River. 

Our news from home is very old, we have had no late arrivals from the 
U. States. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


OIU 


Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to Janies Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States 2 


57 Rio de Janeiro, April 12, 184^. 

Sir: I had the pleasure to receive yesterday, by the Southampton, your 
despatch N? 30, dated the 2^ of F eb^.^ Nothing could be more satisfactory 
to me than the mode in which you have adjusted “the serious controversy 
” growing out of the imprisonment of Lieut. Davis 
the three sailors of the U. S. S. Saratoga, at Rio de Janeiro on the 31*.* 
ct- last. The letter of M*^ Lisboa as delivered to you on the 1“* of Feb^ 
was certemly an ample apology, the substance of which is that his Gov^ 

Whh t vowed it “would do so no more.” 

th the true point & emphasis of its meaning, as such, you accepted it & 

me steps by which it was made. If the Minister for Foreign Affairs or the 
Gov here had acted with half the discretion which has marLdIhe cLrL of 
L.sboa at Washington, there would have been no controversv arah 
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Instead of explanation or apology, or disclaimer of national insult, the out- 
rage in all its parts was assumed and justified. Half what is said by 
Lisboa in his note to you would have completely satisfied both the Commo- 
dore & myself, if the explanation had been at first properly tendered on the 
release of the prisoners. But how different was the very first note, by com- 
mand of the Emperor, addressed to me here! And how will this settlement 
at Wash^ contrast with His Majesty’s imperious tone in declining lately to 
grant me an audience & to receive, at my hands, a letter of congratulations 
even from the President of the U. States!^ The full correspondence on the 
latter subject was forwarded by the Levant, which sailed hence on the 4*.'^ 
of March last. 

You may assure M*' Lisboa that I will abstain from publishing his note 
here, not only out of respect to your request but from regard to him. I 
have borne the severest censures from the Brazilian press & have remained 
silent, not even allowing my friends to reply at all before the public, in order 
to avoid increasing in the least the ill-feeling already engendered. It is fully 
sufficient for me to be allowed to say that the whole affair has been settled 
to the entire satisfaction of my Gov^ & myself. I would do anything now 
honorable to be done or just to myself, to cloak the wrong of the Imp! Gov- 
from the reprehension of its own functionaries. I desire only to “ be able for 
mine enemy, rather in poiver than use.” 

Whatever sensation this affair may have caused in the commercial com- 
munity at home, I am proud to say that the leading American house here, 
that of Maxwell Wright & Co., most firmly sided with the course I felt it my 
duty to take for redress in the case. The foreign merchants & residents 
have long ago found that the forbearing & temporizing course heretofore 
pursued by almost every power towards Brazil, will not do for their protec- 
tion. In gross acts of personal oppression, and in corrupt fines, & in various 
other ways, they pay more in purse & wounded pride than they could possi- 
bly lose in the temporary suspension of trade, if caused by a little wholesome 
resentment & chastisement. I can safely appeal, I am sure, to M"^ W” 
Wright, the senior partner of the house referred to, who is now in Baltimore, 
& who with his partners had more by far at stake in any rupture which might 
have occurred than any other Americans, to sustain the position that a firm 
& decided course of maintaining what is right in our relations with Brazil is 
the true policy, in fact, of preserving peace with her as well as of protecting 
our citizens resident in this country. Our foreign trade, you may rely on 
it, was in no danger, & never will be, by observing such a policy. The 
truth is that, personally as well as patriotically, I would be one of the last 


interested in its uninterrupted prosperity & progress. But, at the same time, 
it must be borne in mind, whilst treating any case of difficulty with Brazil, 
that we have a moral cause to sustain against the bad administration of 
her Govh which must not be made to yield to the danger even of trade. Her 
countenance of the abuse of our flag in the slave trade, & her persevering 
antipathy to all foreigners, not except Americans, against the very sense & 
spirit of the age, must at times be rebuked, at the hazard even of the most 
considerable commercial interests. 

The praise which the Pres? has instructed you to bestow on the "energy 
& zeal ” of my course, is the more highly appreciated by a proper sense that 
it is not undeserved; & that sense will enhance, too, I hope, in his estimation 
the grateful thanks which I beg you to return to him for firmly sustaining 
a public servant in doing what he felt to be his duty to his country & its 
citizens & its flag in a foreign land. He may rest assured that I will not 
abuse the confidence which he reposes in my conduct "to restore harmony & 
promote friendship between the two countries; ” and I am sure that he will sec 
in my despatch N- 55,^ respecting the audience which I was lately instructed 
to ask, & which was declined by the Emperor, an earnest of the disixjsition 
to "be guided by the desire ” which he recommends. Since the correspond- 
ence on that subject Com: Rousseau arrived from the River Plate, & on the 
6*.’’ inst. I addressed to him the inclosed note marked "A." ^ Tlie ne.vt day 
he was requested to salute on the occasion of celebrating the event of tlie coro- 
nation of the Emperor, & he did so in grande gala style. We have l)0tli done 
everything in our power to heal the breach, & will continue to cultivate good 
feeling. But all will not avail with these obstinate & ignorant jreople to 
place either the Commodore or myself in a position again to serve our coun- 
try the most efficiently or favorably at this court. We both desire to return 
home, & ought to be allowed to do so, as soon as we can possibly be relieved. 
Three deep-rooted causes, which cannot be removed, & which I cannot con- 
scientiously allow to cease to operate, have made me incurably odious to 
this Gov^ & its people. 


I . ^ I have faithfully & fearlessly endeavored to snatch our flag from their 
uses m Ae slave trade. It was but yesterday that Com : Rousseau had to 
despatch, at the instance of M- Parks, the Consul, a cutter to look out for an 
Amerran barque which had the night before landed 450 slaves within can- 
non-shot of this harbor! The Ministers & Councillors of State & Senators 
bnlH^ ^ Legislative Chambers are, undoubtedly, engaged in this 
bold as well as horrid traffic, & its principal capitalists are the owners of 

I coS^™' t"? prevented more than any other cause 

c^rse of conciliation on the part of the Imp! Gov* respecting the imprison- 
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ment of L- Davis & the three seamen. In connexion with this subject I 
send a late correspondence, marked "B ” & “C,” between the British & this 
Legation ^ at this court, concerning the case of the Lucy Penniman, a vessel 
seized under our flag on the coast of Africa, at the request of her own crew, 
by H B M’s ship of war the Cleopatra. This vessel & her owner, a Capt" 
Riddel, who has lately gone hence to the U. States, have been long suspected 
by me & by the Consul. They ought both to be seized & tried in the U 
States, if the witnesses can now be found. 

2^ I have, in obedience to express & repeated instructions, pressed 
urgently for the indemnities due to our citizens from this Gov^'. This has 
gored them sorely & they now confess that they must & will have to pay our 
claims. To show you how I have labored to place our old prize cases on the 
best footing before I leave here, I enclose the copy of my memoir & argument 
upon them in reply to Baron de Cayrd, omitted in despatch N“ 55, & now 

marked “D.” 2 

3^ I have protected the personal liberty of our citizens against the 
grossest oppressions of corrupt & brutal subordinates sustained by the Imp! 
Gov^ itself. The affair of Davis terminated in a crisis, & on account of 
it alone neither I nor the Corn'll® will ever be forgiven. They call the Colum- 
bia “the black Devil! ’’ And they rate me as worse than His Satanic Maj- 
esty himself. They both hate Sc fear us. The interest of the Country, 
therefore, requires that, now that my conduct has been approved of & I 
can go home free from censure & with honor, some better man who can better 
serve the Country should be sent as soon as possible to relieve me. I trust 
he will firmly discharge his whole duty as to the slave trade, our claims, & 
as to the protection due to the persons of our citizens, & yet be able to escape, 
as I have not done, the odium of Brazilians & their Govh But how he will 
do both of these things requires more diplomatic tact than is dreamt of in the 
philosophy of any plain blunt man. And shall these duties not be strictly 
discharged? And will they ever render our Minister here odious? And 
must he, then, ever retire from the Court? These are grave questions unless 
a firm ground is maintained at Wash^, & then all difficulty, I think, will 
vanish, & my successor will, as I hope he may, have a comparatively easy 
mission. I have labored hard to prepare the way for him, & shall be most 
happy to see him arrive at my house in Rio de Janeiro. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

P.S. The Doct- referred to above not now enclosed will be forwarded by 
the Courier. 

> Not copied for this publication. * Not within the scope of the present publication. 



Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to Bardo de Cary 4 , Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Brazil ^ 

Rio de Janeiro, April 21, 1847. 

The Undersigned, Envoy &;c of the U S. informs Y- that he has lately 
rec^ the decision of his Gov^ respecting the “lamentable affair’’ of L- Davis 
and the three seamen who were imprisoned by the police authorities of Rio 
de Janeiro, in October last. 

Whilst the Undersigned cannot but be gratified that his own course has 
been not only approved but complimented by the Pres^ of the U. S. ; he, at 
the same time, feels more deep cause of congratulation, on account of the 
public good of both countries, in the happy result that “the controversy has 
been settled after explanations from the Brazilian Govh through their Minis- 
ter at Washington, which were entirely satisfactory to the Gov- of the U. 
States.’’ 

The Presh through the SecU of State, has informed M- Lisboa that “the 
whole occurrence, so far as the U. States are concerned, shall henceforward 
be buried in oblivion’’; and he has said to the Undersigned “that he relies 
with confidence, the ‘amende honorable’ having been made by Brazil, that” 
his “conduct towards the Brazilian authorities will be guided by a desire to 
restore harmony and promote friendship between the two countries whose 
mutual interests are so deeply identified with each other.” 

The Undersigned will, assuredly, do all in his power not to disappoint this 
just and flattering confidence of the President; and he, at once, tenders to 
the Impl Gov* every disposition to conform, cordially, to this friendly in- 
struction, and to enter upon a new interchange of kindness and civility. He 
regrets that there was ever any occasion for misunderstanding; and, with a 
view to remove all causes of ill-feeling for the future, he reminds Y- Ex^Y that 
there are many matters of business and of etiquette now pending between 
the Court of Brazil and this Legation. He had, months before October last, 
requested to be recalled: that request is likely soon to be complied with; 
and, in the meantime, he is instructed especially to procure the payment of 
the indemnities due to the citizens of the U. States, which have been so long 
pending. And he, therefore, again brings these claims to Y? Ex^Y® serious 
consideration. 

The Undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 

I Despatches, Brazil, vol. 16, enclosed with Wise to the Secretary of State, No. 59, below, 
this part, doc. 612. 



OIK.; 1 ne snip courier not aeparung so soon as i expocteu, i. <1111 ouciuicu lu 
to apprize you by her of the manner in which I have addressed the Imi)i 
Gov- in relation to the adjustment of the Davis affair. The accompany- 
ing copy will show you my letter to Barao de Cayrii of yesterday/^ which I 
trust will meet your approbation. In my last I said that I would make no 
communication until the return of the Emperor. I was induced to change 
this determination by learning that H. M. would not return before about the 
28V* ins^ and that there is a machination on foot to make, in the mean time, 
the worst impressions on his mind and to cause him to resort to extreme 
measures, not only in respect to myself but to Mf Lisboa. It is openly said 
and generally believed that the latter is not only to be recalled but to be tried, 
and that my passports are to be tendered to me. 

In this aspect of the affair, I have thought it politic to anticipate the return 
of li. M. and to make him find it difficult to repulse honorable overtures of 
conciliation. A stubborn & stupid Council, however, acting upon the vain- 
glory and pride of a young Emperor who is just beginning to feel his im- 
portance in the world, may be expected easily to do wrong and make mischief. 
The Cabinet dare not publish the facts of the origin of the difficulty, they 
have caused the press here to falsify so much in regard to them ; and they have 
no evidence against the propriety of the settlement by Lisboa, but are 
ashamed to exhibit its terms and dread the discussion in the Chambers. 
In this dilemma, they are lashing themselves up to the point of pretexts for 
putting on grand airs of offended dignity, and of doing the gims injustice of 
sacraficing their Minister abroad for the grievous offense of putting right 
their own blunders and wrong. 

With the highest personal and official regard, I am, Sir [etc.]. 
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Bardo de Cayrii, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, to Henry A. Wise, 
United States Minister to Brazil ■'* 

[translation] 

Rio de Janeiro, May 4, 1847. 

The Undersigned, of His Majesty’s Council, &c &c having submitted to 
the knowledge of his August Sovereign, the note from the HonU H. A. Wise 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 16. * Above, this part, doc. 61 1. 

* D espatches, Brazil, vol. 16, enclosed with Wise to the Secretary of State, No. 61, below, 
this part, doc. 614. 



&c &c dated 21** of April last, has to inform that gentleman, in answer to the 
said note, that His Majesty the Emperor, having disapproved the act of His 
Minister, to which the Hen'll Mr. Wise alludes, considers as still pending 
between the Imperial Government and that of the United States, the settle- 
ment of the manner wherein, the deplorable circumstances which took place 
on the 31®* of October, the 15**" of November and the 2^^ of December, should 
be buried in oblivion; and mean-while the interuption of His relations with 
the Hon*’^ Henry A Wise Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States, will continue. The Undersigned repeats to that Gen- 
tleman, the assurance of his most distinguished consideration. 
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Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 


No. 61 Rio de Janeiro, May y, 1S4J. 

Sir: The Emperor arrived at this capital from his northern tour the 29*.’' 
ult?. — Previous to his return the despatches arrived from Washington ; the 
Council of State was immediately convened, came to a decision, & its resolve 
was sent by courier to His Majesty. The rumor was that M"^ Lisboa was to 
be recalled for reason of the "amende honorable ” he had made to our Gov^'. — 
This was but too truly confirmed by a decree published in the "Gaceta 
Official of the 26*.^ of April, a copy of which I inclose in the Jornal do 
Commercio of the 27*^ ultimo. The n® of that paper of the 23*^ of April con- 
tained the foreshadowing of this decree in a semi-official editorial which also 


is inclosed. On the 3^ inst. His Majesty opened the General Legislative 


^sembly, & in his speech, which is inclosed, announced that the affair of the 
imprisonment of L* Davis & the three seamen was not adjusted, but that the 
Senators & Deputies might rest assured that it should be concluded in a man- 
ner comporting with the national dignity. And on the 4*’^ ins^ I received 
from the Minister for Foreign Affairs a note in reply to mine of the 21*.^ of 
April, of which the inclosed is a copy.* 

Under ordinary circumstances I should have deemed it my imoerative 
duty to terminate the mission by the peremptory demand of my pass port^ 
af er recaving such a note as this. But, reflecting tliat my course had been 

Mmtster was severely rebuked & punished for righteously rendering satis- 
faction on account of both wrong and insult to the U. States, on tlie terms 


, P^patches, Brazil, vol. 16. 

Above, this part. The orinted PnrlnciirAo 




pointment of a successor whose nomination was already confirmed ; that he 
would in all probability soon be here, & that to him more properly belonged 
the adoption of the course to be pursued in behalf of our own Gov- towards 
this; & knowing the desire of the President & his cabinet that I should do 
nothing to embarrass or complicate the affair farther than it is already: I 
concluded, rightly I think, to make no reply whatever to this note, & to 
await the arrival of M*' Tod. But, I shall not fail to urge upon him on his 
arrival, the considerations that, inasmuch as the Emperor of Brazil has 
presumed to recall his Minister from Washington for making an amende 
exacted by the President of the U. States himself, & has thereby in fact 
retracted the satisfaction rendered to our Gov-; & has, at the same time re- 
fused to admit the privileges of the Minister of the U, States at this court on 
account of acts not only approved but complimented by his own Gov*; he, 
M • Tod, ought not, upon every consideration of personal & national pride & 
honor, to ask an audience of H. M. the Emperor of Brazil until he hears fur- 
ther from the Pres* & cabinet at Washington. And in this case I will pre- 
sume to suggest to them, that now, more than ever, a bold & decisive course 
is required on their part. The very insolence of Imperialism has prevailed 
in the councils of Brazil respecting this affair. They have recalled M’' 
Lisboa, a good man & minister for reason of a proper apology for both outrage 
& insult. It behoves the President, then, to decline to receive any other 
Minister as long as the act of M*' Lisboa is disapproved; & he is bound to re- 
call the Minister of the U States at this court, for the reason that the Emperor 
has refused to accord customary & equal privileges to their Minister now 
here on account of acts approved & applauded by his own Gov^; & in any 
event whether the mission is to be continued or not, the immediate indemnity 
of all our claims ought to be demanded. 

With the highest personal & official respect [etc.]. 
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Henry A . Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 63 Rio de Janeiro, June 27, 184/. 

Sir; . . . For several days I received no answer to my note of the 12*.*' 
inst.^ In the meantime your despatch 33, of the 29*.'^ March,® came to 
1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. i6. 

* It was a letter of condolence, addressed to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, on the occasion 
of the death of the Emoeror's son. It wa.s not included in this nublication. 


course, & refused to cast an unjust censure for doing my duty by recalling: 
me, except at my own request, & not then even until he had received an 
“amende honorable” from the Minister of Brazil. Nothing could have been 
more satisfactory or gratifying. I was at once relieved from the merely 
purely personal position in which this Court had attempted to place me. I 
felt that I had done right & had been approved, and, therefore, felt strong 
consequently, grateful to my superiors who had the nerve of patriotism to 
fortify me in doing my duty to the Country. This was wisely & well done 
by the President, and I sincerely thank him for it, more for the public good 
than on my own account. It was no longer a “questao wise”, but one be- 
tween the Government of the U. States and that of Brazil. That is the true & 
dignified issue, and the merits of the case will fully bear us out in its severest 
ordeal. This despatch made me the more anxious, however, to relieve the 
President & his cabinet & the Successor nominated at my own request, from 
all embarrassment growing out of this untoward affair. I should have 
acknowledged its reception several days ago, had I not been awaiting the 
denouement of a friendly interposition of one of my diplomatic brethren, 
who confidently hoped, after my note of the 12*.^ inst., to be instrumental in 
restoring harmonious relations between this Legation & the Court. No one 
could see how such a result could reasonably fail to follow such an overture 
on my part. 

Some ten days ago, the Charg6 of Belgium, late from the U. States, called 
upon me & opened the subject of my relations to the Emperor, saying how 
gratifying it would be to him in case he should be allowed to use his endeavors 
to restore harmony. He saw it was a question of Brazil, not of the Minister 
of the U. States at this Court. He saw that my Gov- had sustained me Ik. 
that this Gov- was in a dilemma, and though that was its only hope of escape, 
yet it was impossible for it now to avoid unpleasant consequences by at- 
tempting to make the affair a personal affair only with me. He begged me 
to inform him what notice I expected to be taken of my note of the 12*’-' inst., 
and in case a satisfactory reply was given to it, what answer I would make to 
enable the Cabinet, in turn, to invite me to Court & thus end the main 
difficulty? I had no doubt he came from S^ Saturnine & hesitated not to 
give him a memorandum saying: that I would expect the Imp} Gov^ to ac- 
knowledge my note of condolence; to say it accepted its expression from the 
U. S. Legation by its present Minister; that it would characterize this act of 
condolence as to it might seem proper; and, in order to give me a pretext for 
returning an answer, that it would add some such declaration as that it 
conceived my intention to be to manifest a sincere & proper respect for their 
Majesties & their family &c. &c. That to such a note I would reply, saying: 
how fully I appreciated this acknowledgment & acceptance by His Majesty, 


that, in truth, it was an entire mistake to suppose that the feelings of either 
of the American authorities in Brazil were ever other than those in accord- 
ance with the most profound respect for H. M. & his Imp! family & with the 
most cordial friendship towards the Brazilian Gov- & nation. “He informed 
the Minister for F. Affairs of this, & two evenings past returned with what 
he called an ultimatum a memorandum from S*" Saturnine himself, in Portu- 
guese. It purported to give the projets of three notes one acknowledging 
mine of the a reply by me containing a much stronger profession than I 
proposed, with a board disclaimer of all past intention to offend — a final 
answer accepting my humble apologies “de gratia”, and allowing me again 
to attend Court, but with the understanding that the Gov*' of the U States 
was never again to justify an officer in like case of that of L* Davis, & that 
the Impl Gov* was to have the right to arrest American sailors under the 
same circumstances & in the same manner as those of the Saratoga were ar- 
rested.” In a word the gist of the whole was, that I was to acknowledge 
myself & my Gov*, which had approved my acts, to have been in the wrong, 
& to prostrate my mission & myself before the throne of Flis Imperial 
Majesty, & to yield that herafter insult & outrage both might be perpetrated 
against our flag and Legation, with impunity, and that then, forsooth, I 
might be allowed the “glorious privilege ” of making the three bows forwards 
& the three bows backwards again ! 

I thanked the Belgian Baron for his kind offices, but requested him to 
inform S*' Saturnine that I considered his tender of such propositions as the 
worst insult yet offered to the U. States — that I would have my right hand 
cut off & stuck on a post to point the way to a gibbet, before I would permit 
my thumb & forefinger to touch pen to sign the paper of such degrading 
notes! That it would be well for Brazil had my condolence never been 
expressed, and that now the Imp! Gov* must take the consequences it had 
thus stupidly incurred. The Baron replied that His Majesty had declared 
that he himself had not the least personal objection to me ; and that, as far as 
he was concerned, he would, after such a tender of sympathy, admit me to 
Court & end all controversy at once; but such an impression had been made 
by the Press on the Court & on Brazilians generally, that Ministers would be 
greatly blamed if I were received by him, without some apparent atonement 
or apology. I said, in answer, that I had done right & my Gov* had sanc- 
tioned what I had done, & that it would rather ask than give satisfaction. 
I had no submission whatever to make, & that now I would not accept of an 
audience of H. I. Majesty. This ends the whole affair, and I am here 
waiting for M"' Tod. These memoranda and conferences were confidential 
and are, of course, to be treated as such. 

The question is — What can M*" Tod do when he arrives? I will be olain 


himself or his country. I shall turn the mission over to the hands of M 
Walsh as soon as Tod arrives, and shall urge the latter to await further 
instructions. What instructions? That is for the President & yourself to 
determine, but I am here on the spot & feel it my duty to advise. Send two 
frigates & two sloops of war to Rio de Janeiro & instruct Tod to ask an 
audience for the special purposes of demanding i®* explanations of the re- 
call of Lisboa, whether that act was intended to withdraw the ‘amende 
honorable ’ made by that Minister in the affair of Davis an apology 
for dishonoring the Minister of the U. States at this Court on account of acts 
approved by his GovL— 3*^^? the payment of all our claims. They are all 
posted and recorded &. can be liquidated in a moment. Tell M*" Tod to 
obtain all three of these points, or that he must demand his passports, & that 
you will dismiss the Brazilian Legation from W^ashington. Do this, and you 
will get explanations, apologies, claims & all, and a treaty besides which will 
secure the rights of our citizens to protection whilst living in this country, & 
the rights of the heirs of our citizens dying in this country. M"" John S. 
Wright, of the firm of Maxwell Wright & O, for example, is lying now 
dangerously ill, and were he to die his large interest in that important & 
wealthy firm would fall into the hands of the Juiz dos Orphaes of Brazil, and 
I would not give a vintem [vingti^me?] to his wife & children for their interest 
in a property which would be in the custody & under the control of a band of 
robbers. The Capture of Vera Cruz will enable you to send ships to the 
South Atlantic, where I assure you they are needed. Never distrust the 
People of the U. States in such cases. They may be weary of whipping 
Mexicans, but they will justify the demand at the same time of what is right 
from any other people. We must be firm & decisive, I repeat, with this 
Brazilian people. They need a lesson. By all means have sent to this 
station an intelligent & gentlemanly & energetic Commodore in the place of 
Commodore Rousseau. The rumor is that the Navy Department is about 
to send Tho* Aplatesby Jones. No better man could be selected. I will 
depart within ten days after the arrival of M*" Tod. 

I forwarded to you, the other day, despatches from M' Plarris, which will 
give you authentic & full information, doubtless, of the affairs of the River 
Plate. Ousely & Diffaudis have both passed by here on their respective 
ways home. The former called on me. To illustrate the position & policy 
of Rosas he said: that when treating with him he (Ousely) suggested to him 
that it would not derogate in the least from the sovereignty of a power like 
that of the Argentine Republic to acquiesce with a good grace in measures 
proposed & demanded by such Powers as those of Britain & France. 
That it was like the case of a physically weak man assailed, if he pleased, by 

two nnWPrfiTl ntlAC AiVVio,- nf l. • o <• r r 


tunity of suggesting the true wisdom of the whole affair by announcing his 
real policy founded on his actual intangibility. He replied, Ousely says, by 
saying: “Yes! but suppose that one weak man be on the “azotea” (a flat 
terraced roof) where the two strong assailants cant get at him, would he not 
be doubly weak to yield?” Therein is the whole power of Rosas, & the 
rationale of his policy. He cares nothing for cities nor for commerce. He is 
a gaucho, & his party & all his followers are gauchos — nomadic herdsmen 
who live on “came secca” & “came con cuero” without requiring bread 
often, and who can’t be reached or much disturbed by the invasion of foreign 
armies. He, consequently, has risen most arrogantly in his demands. 
England & France must now i®* retire their armed Intervention — must 
pay the Argentines a goodly amount of pounds sterling, & 3'*!^, must decline 
to recognize Paraguay otherwise than as an Argentine Province. At the 
same time the English & French are splitting in their Councils & are not 
cordial in the cooperation which they avow. Great Britain is tired of the 
Intervention & wishes to retire, but will not do so unless France consents to 
retire also, because the former is jealous of the latter’s ulterior designs. 
France lately endeavored with M. Video to enlist Brazil in the war. The 
rumor is, that Lord Howden threatened immediately to assist Oribe! But 
Harris has, doubtless, told you all concerning the River affairs. 

There is no special news of importance at this Court, 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


616 

Caspar Jose de Lisboa, Brazilian Minister to the United States, to James 
Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, July ig, 184^. 

Mr. Secretary of State: I have already had the honor to advise you that 
the Emperor, my August Sovereign, had deemed it advisable to terminate 
the mission which had been entrusted to me as His Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary to the United States of North America; and al- 
though I had not yet received the respective letter of recall, I hastened, in 
accordance with the instructions of my Government, to present to you the 
Secretary of Legation, the Chevalier Leal, in the capacity of Charg6 d’Af- 
faires of Brazil. Now I must inform you that I have just received the letter 
(copy of which is attached) which His Imperial Majesty addresses to the 
President of the United States to notify him of this decision ; and, at the same 
time, I beg you kindly to request an audience of His Excellency, in which I 
may have the privilege of presenting him the said letter from my Sovereign. 


uom rearo tne cjecona, ^constitutional jc^mperor anu jrerpcLuai i-zeieiiuer 
of Brazil, hopes that his Great and Good Friend, the Illustrious President of 
the United States, whom he much esteems and values, enjoys good health. 
Having directed the Chevalier Gaspar Jose Lisboa, my Envoy Extraor- 
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary near Your Person, to withdraw, and as 
he will consequently no longer remain to discharge the duties of that trust, I 
hasten to address this communication to you, hoping that the said Chevalier 
has succeeded in gaining your good will and in being well received by you, as 
was to be presumed from the earnest recommendations which I constantly 
addressed to him, to endeavor to make himself agreeable to you and to 
tighten more and more the bonds of harmony and friendship which unite the 
two countries. Illustrious President of the United States of America, may 
Our Lord have you in his holy keeping. Written at the Palace in the City of 
Cape Frisem, the twenty sixth of April eighteen hundred and forty seven. 

The Emperor (with a rubrick) 
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Felippe Jose P. Leal, Brazilian ChargS d' Affairs ad interim at Washington, 
to James Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 


Washington, August 2, 1847. 

Mr. Leal presents his respects to His Excellency Mr. James Buchanan, and 
asks him to have the goodness to appoint a day and hour on which he might 
have the honor to communicate to His Excellency the orders which he has 
received from his Government.^ 


1 Notes from Brazil, vol. 2. 

informed Mr. Leal that the Secretary of State would be 

Sy to SlRL is comrnfn?^" affor'illng him aT^por- 

2. This timL wafnamS his government mentioned in his note of August 

the next mornine- Thp ocplamed, because the Secretary wished to leave the city 

govSent. a^?pyl?wh?cfe ^^^7. to Mr. Leal from hi 

contains “ the oSS ’ ’ to wSch he referred evidently 

received on August 5 instead of AulSt t^Vhl da^^^ an endorsement indicates that it was 
su&c 5. msteaa ot August 3, the date set for its reception from Mr. Leal; 

Saturmno ^^^oma Mtmster of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, to Felippe Jos^ 
P. Leal, Brazthan Mtmster to the United States 


[translation] 


-l-As soon as you have been accredited tn th. r ^^ 47 - 

the first thing which you I?e t^do is to Government of the United States, 

you are co uo is, to request a conference with the Secretary of 



October last; in order that he may acknowledge the justice with which the Imperial 
Government disapproved the declaration of its Minister dated the 21"'^ of January 
[See above, part in, doc. 464, note 4. — Ed.], as being equivalent to a renunciation of the 
right of the Authorities of Brazil, to act as it is their duty and as they are entitled to act, 
whenever cases present themselves identical with those of that day, whenever the sea- 
men of the American Squadron become intoxicated, and commit in the Brazilian terri- 
tory, crimes or infractions of the police and municipal regulations, for which they may 
have been seized in flagranti. 

The Brazilian Government is persuaded, that the disposition manifested by the 
Secretary of State in his conferences with your predecessor, to beleive in the existence of 
unfriendly feelings in Brazil, towards citizens of the United States, has arisen from in- 
formation, such as might be expected from the character, by no means conciliatory, of 
Mr. Wise, and not from an examination of the depositions relative to the imprisonment 
of the seamen, and of lieutenant Davis. 

Although the Imperial Government might have been expected, to give entire faith to 
the reports of its authoidties, as they had no interest in distorting the facts, as those on 
whom the effects of justice had fallen might have done, it nevertheless did not fail to 
examine those depositions attentively, so soon as they were presented to it, by Mr. 
Wise, annexed to his note of November 2"**, to which the Secretary of State referred in 
his conferences. And if the Imperial Government had been without the circumstantial 
reports of the facts, made by various authorities military and civil, all agreeing and all 
received before Mr. Wise’s note, those depositions would have sufficed to afford con- 
viction, that Lieutenant Davis had acted criminally, and was the sole provoker of the 
difficulty. 

These depositions shew that a dispute took place near the Hotel Pharoux, and not far 
from the store of J. H. Brewer, occasioned by seamen of the United States, one of whom 
Driscoll drew a knife upon another, this is even declared by Lieutenant Davis in the 
statement made by him to his Commander, and is confirmed by the witnesses Maco- 
duck, Watlington, and Holliday. Lieutenant Davis says, that while standing in that 
store, the seaman Devonport came there to complain, that Driscoll had drawn a knife 
upon him; and that on his immediately going to the place, where Driscoll stood, the 
latter delivered up the knife, and followed him. The witness Watlington however 
swears, that he saw the same Driscoll seized by two other seamen, when the Soldiers of 
the police came to quiet the disturbance, who on their arrival said something in Portu- 
guese which he did not understand, and Driscoll and two other seamen falling on the 
ground, were made prisoners by the soldiers: he does not mention that Lieutenant 
Davis had already arrived, or that the Patrol took the seamen away from him when he 
had arrived there; nor does the fact that he was seized with the others, agree with the 
declaration of Davis, that Driscoll had delivered the knife to him, and was following 
him, when the patrol came to take him away. It should be here particularly observed, 
that Lieutenant Davis endeavoured to produce the impression, that the soldiers of the 
patrol had taken the seamen from his hands, and not that he had taken the seamen from 
the hands of the patrol which held them prisoners: but if this witness saw the seamen 
fighting, when the soldiers came up, and they continued to fight, so far as to seize each 
other and fall on the ground, and were then taken by the soldiers, it is evident that the 
seaman who was the aggressor, had not delivered up the knife, and followed the Lieu- 
tenant, as the latter asserts; it is evident that the arrival of the Lieut was subsequent 
to the seizure of the seamen, in flagranti delicto of fighting in a street of the city, and 
not on the shore, and in sight of them boat. Whether it took place on the shore or not, 
is of no consequence as regards the right, which would be the same in either case; but it 
is proper to observe, that the back part of Brewer's store is in the Fresca Street, and the 
front on the shore, and that therefore the seizure could never have been made in sight 
of the boat, as might otherwise have been. 

—2 — It therefore follow that the police came up to the place of the disturbance, and 
arrested the seamen, before Davis, who had been called by Devonport, had arrived: 
on the contrary, the eyewitness says that Davis was carrying awa^/ the seamen when 
the patrol came up which took him away from the Lieutenant; so it appears that the 
patrol was struggling with the officer to take the seaman away from him, and not that 
he was endeavouring to rescue them from the patrol, as sworn by the witnesses Watling- 
ton and McLennan. Davis himself does not say, that the patrol offered to take charge 
of them. All these witnesses agree in declaring, that there was a struggle, in which 
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Footnote 2 page 390 — the flats of their swords in order to oblige them to go 

. the solaiers scrucK Liicui fVio cpnmpn from the newer of 


that the soldiers strucKinemwiLii L^^-— seamen from the power of 

Ih office? butle eSdelvouredL wrest them from the public force, which had seized 
their Jn fhe Fres?a Street or that of Dorn Manoel, and not on the shore near 

them tnfiagranh ^ . United States, as appears to be indicated by the Chaplain 

which they both cfened, on board 


SuteSnt that he gave UP the seamen to the 


Store in Search of an interpreter, to go with him afterj;he seamen, in^o^de^^to^lfarn what 


was toVeTnVlhVth^m^: buttheVi^^^^^^^^^ 


'^•^riom.n-rsword rnd McLennan, Watlington and Holliday, swore 

that Lieutenants Davis and Stark, went to Brewer’s store to arm themselves, and then 
off inX by the patrol. Lieutenant Davis, not havmg 

i n"-.™." in rescuing the seamen from the patrol, and bemg unarined, went to arm 
himself and pursued the patrol, which was carrying the seamen to the guard house of 
the PaHce; and this is sworn by four witnesses who were moreover interrogated by the 
American Consul, and brought forward m defence of Lieutenant Davis. Lieutenant 
Davis declares that when he approached the soldiers, they pointed their bayonets at 
his breast, and he then drawing his sword in his own defence, the patrol fled; whereupon 
he sheathed the sword, and followed as far as the steps of the Palace. The patrol 
however belonged to the Corps of police, which uses no bayonets, and is armed only 
with swords and pistols; but if the patrol had fled, the seamen must have been set at 
liberty by them, and have been at the discretion of Lieutenant Davis, who should have 
carried them to the boat, according to his intention, and not have followed, as he says 
he did, to the steps of the Palace the witnesses Macoduck and Holliday who accom- 
panied Davis from Brewer’s store, declare that the patrol succeeded in putting or thrust- 
ing the seamen into the Palace, before Davis reached them: ^erefore Davis was not 
attacked by the patrol when he approached them again, nor did he put them to flight. 
This bravado or ostentation of valour, on the part of Lieutenant Davis, added to the 
falsehoods of which he is convicted by the very American witnesses summoned m his 
defence, shew clearly that this officer deserves no esteem on the part of his Government. 
Davis, undoubtedly knowing the serious nature of the act of attacking sentinels, de- 
clares that the patrol pointed their bayonets at him, and that upon their flight, he had 
followed them to the steps of the Palace, whilst the witnesses Macoduck and Holliday 
swear, that it was after Davis had reached the steps of the Palace, that the soldiers 
pointed their bayonets at him; (the soldiers of the guard carry bayonets) warning him 
to retire, and that he then drew his sword to defend himself ; and the same witness 
Macoduck declares, that he saw from within, a person tell Davis, if he was an English- 
man to go to his Consul; and Davis answered that he was an American, and an officer 
of the squadron, and had no need of the Consul; that being then pressed to enter, he 
was taken prisoner; the witness Holliday not venturing to swear that Davis did not 
enter the Palace with his sword drawn, says “I believe that he had sheathed his sword, 
before he was made prisoner.” It matters little however as to the justice of his siezure, 
whether Davis entered with his sword drawn or not drawn; he was a man who had 
endeavoured to rescue prisoners from the power of the authorities of the country; who 
for that object had attempted to force his way into the Palace to the guards of which, 
those prisoners were delivered; who obliging the sentinels to point their bayonets at 
him, in order to repel him, had drawn his own sword; and the guard would have failed 
in its duty, if it had hesitated to sieze him, even though he had then sheathed his sword, 
as this would only have rendered the circumstance less aggravating. 

— 3 — It follows from what is above related, as established by the depositions pre- 
sented, that Davis, seeing that the patrol would not deliver up the seamen to him, went 
with Lieutenant Stark to arm themselves, and then pursued the patrol, which he obliged 
to take refuge in the guard house of the Palace: that he endeavoured to enter there, in 
the same offensive manner, jn which he had pursued the patrol, and on reaching that 
place the sentinels warned him to retire, with so much prudence, that they even advised 
him to go to his Consul, but that he, without respect for the place in which he was, or 
regard due to those sentinels who in the Dost confided to them for defence, did not 



treacnerousiy taken there, as juavis says, which proves that the lormer had not com- 
mitted the acts of violence practiced by the latter; nor does Stark complain, in the 
deposition which he signed with the chaplain, of having been “rudely and roughly" 
pulled in, or of having had bayonets pointed at him, while he was in company with Davis. 

All this appears from the same depositions, which were sent by the legation, and on 
which the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States, 
founds his declaration, that these acts are offensive to the flag and command of Commodore 
Rousseau, and requires the chastisement of the patrol, and of the officer commanding 
the guard of the Palace! 

^ Now even if the Imperial Government had not already received from its military and 
civil authorities, the proper reports of these circumstances, it might find in those de- 
positions, convincing proofs, that Lieutenant Davis was the aggressor; and that he 
endeavours to extenuate the enormity of the acts, which he committed, by representing 
them in the point of view, most favorable to himself. This consideration appears not 
to have escaped Commodore Rousseau, when he says “The circumstances as described 
in these several papers, demand in my opinion, most full and ample redress ... I have 
respectfully to request, that you will use all convenient speed, to bring the affair to a 
termination, or at least to procure the release of Lieut Davis, in order that he may sail, in 
the Saratoga on the 3"' inst" — saying nothing of the insult to his flag, or to his com- 
mand, added afterwards by Mr. Wise, no doubt in order to raise a noisy discussion, 
which might give him in his country, the notoriety so anxiously sought by him, on all 
occassions, in this his first diplomatic mission. 

— 4 — Although the official reports relating the circumstances as they occured, ren- 
dered conjectures unnecessary, the Imperial Government nevertheless ordered a sum- 
mary to be drawn up, in order to obtain a legal elucidation of the occurrences; and in the 
copy sent to your Legation, you will find still further proofs, of the exactness of the 
reports of the authorities, and consequently, the Imperial Government cannot chastise 
those who have performed their duty. It is not however to be supposed from this, that 
the Government approves the inhuman mode which is said in the depositions to have 
been employed by the soldiers, to oblige the seamen to follow them to prison ; so far from 
which, orders were given for making proper enquiries, with a view to ascertain, whether 
any excesses worthy of punishment, had been committed; but drunken seamen, seized 
in the act of quarrelling in the street, and not submitting to be taken into custody, ex- 
cited as they were by the efforts made by their officer to prevent their arrest, are cer- 
tainly not to be carried by the arm like a lady, nor to be taken on the shoulders like 
children; and it is very difficult to determine whether the soldiers under such circum- 
stances, employed only the force requisite to oblige the men to follow them to prison, 
or exceeded it, under the influence of the irritation, caused by resistance. It is certain 
that by our laws, a patrol which under such circumstances should give a few blows to a 
Brazilian Citizen, thus offering resistance, would not be chastised for it; and foreigners 
who commit crimes in the country, are subject to these laws. The Imperial Govern- 
ment deeply regrets that seamen of the American squadron should by their intemper- 
ance, have placed themselves in a position so disagreeable; but the expression of regret 
for this treatment of the imprisoned seamen, though it be necessary to convince the 
Government of the United States, that the Brazilian Government possesses all the 
qualities which distinguish civilized nations, is to be regarded as referring to the manner, 
in which the prisoners were carried to prison, and in no way to the right of seizing and 
punishing them, whenever their conduct should render it necessary. 

With respect to Lieu! Davis, there is no circumstance on account of which, the 
Government should reprobate or regret, the manner, in which he was made prisoner. 
It would have been to be lamented, if the sentinels had put him to death, when they 
were attacked by him with a drawn sword; but they would have fulfilled their duty; 
and that fatal extremity having been avoided, as it was, by his being arrested in any 
way, there is only reason for congratulation, that he should have escaped, from the 
imminent danger which he himself sought. 

Any declaration which could be interpreted as a disapproval of the act of the arrest of 
Lieu‘ Davis, would involve a renunciation of the right of Sovereignty even within the 
Palace of His Majesty the Emperor; and consequently a renunciation or resignation by 
Brazil, of the right of seizing and punishing every individual, who should have rendered 
himself guilty, agreeably to the laws of the country, would be to incourage a relaxation 
of the military decipline, on which the public tranquillity depends. 

This is regarding the question on the side, on which it is viewed by the American Gov- 
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SSSS, which have bean sent to your 

legation, relative to this affair. ,v|,,Vh vou have to treat, with the Govern- 

— ?— Passine now to the second affair, on wtncn you 

mJcl the uSted States, that is to =7 *baX”“ipot\Siar“Mr 

Slfb'^y^Jo'l&^^sr^ pSl?.y ^ on th-l t 5 - of Noventber, 

and 2“'^ of December of the past yoor. Extraordinarv involves accidentally the 

Although the of a?Snt that the manner in which 

Sl’tXYS? Wise’ls^'o”^^^^^^^^ by him to my pred- 

the recall of . loct- so far from indicating a reparation, shewed explicitly 

SL a^amlnt^r LXM^^^^ Ippro^ed his conduct, but even 

SpteS hta for it and that his recall from this Court was .» ccn^eguence of Us 

'“Xhl ImpeAd Government cannot but see in that note a repetition of oUences; since 
it is affirmed therein, that the acts committed by the authorities of the United States, 
on thfJ?^ of November, and 2“^ of December, had for their object to express their 
feelins on account of what they regarded as an insult and of ence received, thi^ not being 
in o2er respects competent as judges to determine and decide against Bra^zi 1 with 
regard to the scandalous proceedings twice publicly committed. ! 

fh^f thp «iaid note can have been authorized by the Government of the United otales, 
nof.^ a^^hTng S seeYin it, mtccpt the itching desire of Mr. W se, to throw upon 
paper everything which his fertile imagination may suggest, in order to give vent to 
his passions. In support of these suppositions, see the context of his notes to the Im- 
perial Government, for instance that of the 26*’' of February, in which he, interpreting 
^cording to his own pleasure, the answer given to him on the 25“*, denying the audience 
requested, and reminding him that he might have the letter delivered to its high address 
in another way, proceeded to interminable and inadequate argumentations, offensive 
censures, and menacing assertions. „ . . , r . , .1 r 

All these circumstances induce the belief, that Mr. Wise, m that note of the 21 of 
April, likewise distorted the views of his Government; which offers an additional reason 
for you to require from it, a categorical declaration, that it had disapproved the con- 
duct of its Envoy Extraordinai^ at this Court Mr. Henry A. Wise, and that it ordered 
his recall, as a mark of reparation due to Brazil. 

If the Government of the United States, being disposed to give the said satisfaction, 
should desire likewise to comprehend in it, the affair of Lieutenant Davis, you may 
agree to it; but in that case, it must be by a note, in which it is in substance declared, 
that — The Government of the United States, disapproving the conduct of its Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court of Brazil, on the 15^!' Novem- 
ber & 2"* December, had immediately ordered his recall, and appointed another Minister 
shewing that by this formality it had yielded the reparation required by the Government 
of his Majesty The Emperor of Brazil. 

— 6 — In case the Government of the United States should not have given any satis- 
faction, with regard to Lieutenant Davis, and should desire to do so, jointly with that 
above mentioned it may in that case, add the “expression of the feelii^s naturally 
inspired by such occurrences trusting that on the part of the Imperial Government, 
they will be buried in oblivion, as were, the lamentable occurrences of the 31"^ of Octo- 
ber, by agreement between the two Governments.” This note having been signed, 
you may give in exchange for it, one on your part in which after extracting the above 
distinctly you will say in substance, — “The Undersigned has the honor to declare to 
the Honorable Mr. Buchanan Secretary of State, his conviction that the Government 
of His Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, will regard the contents of the said note as the 
just reparation, which he requested from the Government of the United States; all the 
occurrences occasioned by the arrest of the seamen in flagranti, on the 31“'' of October of 
the past year, being thus buried in oblivion, by mutual agreement of the two Govern- 
ments. ” 



I .uve irujiciu ot tnf Ptuifii nj nuiKc uip rw|u«re<t rejuinuion, nicniion should 

hr hy it u{ sufuiiiniuK (he (jiiention to arl)itratinn liv another (lovenunent, you 

luav .ui.‘i\ver, (hat you have at) doubt (hut (he huijeriul (»overtinieat, would agree to 
that e\,i«‘tiifti( , if it nhnuld he pro|»)St*tl tt» i(. 

Vou!' predet eMwii' already auiitJUJteed, in eonsetiuena’ of a hint to (hat: elTect, from (he 
Se« »etary of State, the eomiug of the new Minister Mr. 'I'odd; luit the ncwsitafKrrs «)f the 
1 biiied States have published, (hat Mr. ’I'odd wotihl not leave that country until August. 
In (his, there ui.iv h.tve t>een a i«ilitieal caleidation, for waiting until it should be seen, 
how the ItiijH'ri.il ( bivertuiteiit eoa.sidertul i\\i' amcttdir- honorable., and whether Mr. Wise 
was admittrd to aft again, in the buBinesa of (he legation; Iteeaime in (hat case, every 
thing vvouKl have beett set at re.st ; but when news should have been received (here, of (he 
dirt.ii'|'‘o\-.il of the acts of your iiredeeessor, and that Mr. Wise is no longer admitted, 
{untsiblv Mr, I'luhi may not rome; It i.s proltahle aim), that Mr. Wise, on receiving the 
note of the inst, ittay fetpiest his pasHports which will be delivered to him iiumedi- 
ateiv: Hnt if he should not ask for them, sind should coiitittue his provocations, perhaps 
in of tier that we should send (hem to him, and lie may tlius take his leave in a manner 
I aiculated, to give him itotoriet y, we have no other alternative than to do so, and to put 
an <'ful to the consideratitni, hithertti observetl towards that tlovernment. 

V li Mr. Todd shouhl have ileparted from (he United States, before you have 
refeiveii t ht'fte instruct iotiH, and actetl in eonfnrmaty [.ti'cl with them, you will inform Mr. 
Hufhanan th.p the ImiK*ria! tJovernment is resolved, not to receive him in his oilicial 
fh.jf.u ter, until he h.iM agreed to give the mitisfiietion, in the sense and terms, in which 
you ate ch.trged to exact it; with which view I sluill liave an iitulerHianding with him, 
iin his .urival, and if he should tiot come authorized to that otTect, his presentation and 
reerption will be deferred, until he has received iiifltructitms from his (5overnnien(:, 
which on being itifttrmetl by y<m of this resohdion, may send tliem to him, without; 
further delay. 

d In your conferetu'es with (he Secretary of State, you will endeavour (dways to 
Impre-is him with (he convictitm, tlutt tlie Imperial (lovernmenl places a high value 
cm (he telatioiiM of friendship, hiirnnmy, and good understiindiiig, witli (he (JoyernmcuC 
of the tfnion; ami regrets exeer<lingty that (he extravagant conduct of Lieufenaut 
DaviN, .tntl Mr. Wir«*. should h.ive temptirarlly altered them. That Davis was the firat 
[uomotor of ihese dis.tgree.dile ofcurreuces, because if he, when the seiunen had been 
t.iken, tbimk and lighting in a pidilie street of this (lity, instead of committing (he 
rsfro'i »il .ttiempting to resetie (hem from (he hniuls of the pidrol, and to prevent (he 
1. It ter (miu executing an iici of imlice, ctmfttrmnble with ka duty, hud gone and com- 
munif.ited the m.itter to hiu C'omiutKlore, and Mr. Wise hud solicited their release, and 
tlebvetv, ih»*y would h.ive been imuiediately given uji to him, as is (tuily done with 
te?ii|K*ff to f Jte neamen of the squatlrons tif other mitioiiB, who become intoxicated and 
.ttr toimd iti that nt.ue, although disorders may have Itccn conunitled. If even after 
(hem* e\« esKos of D.tvis ami his imprisonment , Mr. Wise had limited himself to soliciting 
his rele.iw, and fh.it of the seamen beftire their delivery to (he judicial authorities, and 
(hr t ouimetti emeut of (he prusecution against (hem, they would have been delivered to 
Mr. \Vif»e, who would (luis have reeeivetl another proof of the good feeling of (ho Im- 
pettal < Hiverninent, (owarils the Government, atul nation of the Uniteci Slates. A 
shott tittle before this distigreeable <Krurrenee, ii young olUeer of the I'reiich Navy 
t'otmnitfed .in art of tlisorder in the house of n pulilie wonmii, which he entered forcibly, 
ugatnst her will; anti havinv been arrested by the police, his commander, through the 
titeilium tif the t'lmrgt* trAuaites of France, before the prosecution wms begun, solicited 
bin tleliverv, with the assurance (hat he w'ouhj be corrected on board of his sliip; he was 
iintnedi.Kely given ufi, anti the t’hargf* d'AIfnires himself thanked the Im|>erittl (lovern- 
mettt, for this act of kintlfiess. A few years since, a marine of the Knglish stiutidron was 
»ri/ed bv tfie custtim house gtianls at Hahin, in the liont of a brig of war, to which he 
beUntgctl, cotuifig front a mercliant ship, (tt which he had gottc without licetise, from the 
custutn houH-e uud agreeably to the law*, he was confuted in a cuBforndiouse vessel, to he 
kept (here, ttntil he shtiuUl have fatal the, fine incurred by him: the commander of the 
Hrig went on board of the vea«el, atul tmik him away, but tiie Fnglish C'ommodore on 
being inlornieil of the circumstances, innnetliately caused the marine to be sent back to 
the c list om house vessel, anti tles{mtched his next oHicer in full uniform, to make an 
apology to the Inwjwctor of the custont house, alleging that those onicers were ignorant 
of the provision of the law, arnl offering to pay the fine; this anitilc ajKiIogy was re- 



Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to Saturnino de Souza, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil ^ 

Rio de Janeiro, August 12, 1847. 

The Undersigned, Envoy &c. of the U. S., has received from the Pres^ of 
the U, S. a sealed letter to H. M. the Emperor of Brazil, of which the inclosed 
is an open copy. At the time of its date it could not have been known to the 
Presh that the course which the Imp! Gov^ has lately pursued upon the sub- 
ject of the attempt, both here and at Washington, to settle existing serious 
difficulties, is, from its avowed character, so offensive to the U. States, as to 
make it wholly incompatible with either the honor of his Gov^' or with his 

Footnote 2, page 390 — Continued 

the French Embassador requested their discharge; the King refused, and the Admiral 
weighed anchor and prepared to go to sea; the King however still refused to deliver 
them up, and they were tried and condemned, after which he pardoned them, and 
ordered them to be given up to the Admiral. An enlightened Govern nient like that of 
the United States, cannot deny the right of Sovereignty in every Nation, to seize and 
punish foreigners, whether private individuals or military, who infringe the fiscal or 
police laws, or regulations of its country; and the Government of the United States 
cannot sustain the pretensions of its representative at this court, without establishing 
a principle, which all Governments will repel, and which would deprive the United 
States themselves, of a Sovereign right, of which they can never avail themselves, under 
similar circumstances. 

— 9 — You will also impress upon the Secretary of State, that your predecessor de- 
viated entirely from his instructions, and the orders received by him ; expecting probably 
that the recall of MessF“ Wise and Rousseau, would be accompanied by expressions, 
denoting the disapproval by their Government, of the acts of discourtesy committed 
by them, towards His Imperial Majesty and His August family; and that it has been 
most painful to that August Personage, and to the whole Brazilian nation to see the 
Cabinet of Washington deciding the question after full knowledge of these acts of dis- 
courtesy, which it cannot approve, and of the famous speech of Mr. Wise on the occasion 
of the baptism of the daughter of an American soldier, already published in the news- 
papers of the United States, and which could not have been placed within the power of 
the press, except through a copy furnished by Wise himself, and by his consent; that 
under such circumstances I say, the Government of the United States should have 
approved the conduct of Mr. Wise, without any reservation, at the least with regard to 
these acts of discourtesy, which filled all the representatives of foreign nations at this 
Court, with indignation. The Imperial Government sincerely believes that the Gov- 
ernment of the United States has not approved this proceeding, on the part of its rep- 
resentative, but it cannot conceive that the particular motives made known to your 
predecessor,_ should render it embarrassing to the Government of the United States, to 
manifest this, in a clear and decisive manner, as universally expected from its high 
character, and acquaintance with those rules of propriety and courtesy, which should 
ever be observed in the intercourse between friendly nations, and should thus lead this 
Government to repent, that it has shewn so much delicacy and good feeling, in this 
question, by always separating Mr. Wise from the Government and Nation of the 
United States. 

—lo— These instructions will serve for your guidance in performing the important 
task which has been committed to you; and you will not deviate from them in any 
respect: and when satisfaction shall have been given, in any of the ways above indicated 
the Imperial Government will appoint a Minister of equal rank with Mr. Tod, to reside 
at Washington — 

May God preserve you. Sir. 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 16. enclosed with Wisp tn f-hp c. . 1 t 
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own self-respect, for the Undersigned to ask an audience of leave even, to 
present the original of this letter to H. M. the E. of B. in person. The 
repeated insults which the Imp! Gov^ has offered to the Minister of the U. 
States at this court, for the alleged reason of acts which have been fully ap- 
proved and adopted by his Govf, compel him, after exhausting in vain every 
means of conciliation, to demand, peremptorily, passports for himself, 
family & effects. 

The Undersigned renews [etc.]. 
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David Tod, United States Minister to Brazil, to Saturnino de Souza, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Brazil ^ 

B Rio de Janeiro, August i8, 184^. 

The undersigned has the honor to inform his Excellency, Saturnino de 
Souza e Oliveira, Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 

&?, of his appointment as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary from the United States of America to the Court of his Majesty, the 
Emperor of Brazil ; and that, for the purpose of entering upon the discharge 
of the duties of the mission, he departed from New York near the close of the 
month of June, and arrived in this harbor a few days since, with his 
credentials. 

The undersigned has been informed by his predecessor, the Plon. Plenry A. 
Wise, that his Excellency, the Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, declined to receive an official communication from him, of the date of 
the I2th of the present month,^ containing the office copy of a letter from 
the President of the United States to his Majesty, the Emperor, both 
of which were returned by his Excellency to Mr. Wise, without explanation 
or comment. 

In the absence of an explanation on the part of his Majesty’s government, 
the undersigned informs his Excellency, the Minister and Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, that he cannot request an audience for the purpose of 
presenting to his Majesty, the Emperor, his credentials as Envoy Extraor- 
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary from the United States of America, 
unless further instructed by his government. 

The undersigned [etc.]. 

, T) .•! 1 1 ] •A.t, xL- o xt^ 


[translation] 

C. Confidential Rio de Janeiro, August ip, 184^. 

I have had the honor to receive the confidential communication addressed 
to me by Mr. David Tod,^ informing me of his appointment as Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of America to 
His Majesty the Emperor, and that he left New York at the end of June to 
enter upon the duties of his mission, and arrived at this port a few days ago 
with his credential letter. In that communication, Mr. Tod adds that he 
had been informed by his predecessor, Mr. Henry A. Wise, that I would not 
receive a note which he addressed to me under date the I2th instant,^ ac- 
companied by an official copy of a letter from the President of the United 
States to His Majesty the Emperor, which, together with the copy referred 
to, I returned to him without explanation or comment; and that for want of 
this explanation on the part of the Government of His said Majesty he could 
not solicit an audience to present to him his Letter of Credence as Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of America, 
unless further instructed by his Government. 

Seeing in this communication of Mr. Tod a proof of his regard and also of a 
desire to become accurately acquainted with my motives for sending the 
passport asked for by Mr. Wise and for returning unanswered, the note 
requesting it and the open copy of his letter of recall which accompanied 
that note, I do not hesitate in the least to declare to Mr. Tod, that if Mr. Wise 
had sent me with that copy the original letter of the President of the United 
States, I would have delivered it into the August hands of His Majesty in the 
customary manner, provided that on no account should that presentation, as 
was the case, be made in person by Mr. Wise, who in departing from this 
usual form, could adopt no other than one equally common, that of trans- 
mitting to his successor the original letter with its copy to be by him ap- 
propriately delivered. As Mr. Wise declared that he did not wish to seek an 
audience to present the original letter in person, and sent me a copy thereof, 

I did not know what he intended to do with the original, and it was irregular 
to receive one without the other. Mr. Wise’s note was couched in terms so 
unusual and discourteous, that it did not deserve any remark or reply, and if 
Mr. Tod were to know what it was, I am certain that from his high and just 
^aracter, he could not fail to approve of its rejection and return. As the 
mperor s Ministers have always by their acts been careful to discriminate 
between the personal conduct of Mr. Wise and the acts of his government, 

this°Xd?f Secretary of State, No. 3, below, 

* Dated, August 18, 1847, above, this part. 3 Above, this part, doc. 618. 


and have sought to avoid the least shadow of discourtesy either towards the 
President of the United States or towards the North American Government 
and Nation; so the Imperial Government had & has a complete right to re- 
quire the same behaviour on the part of the United States authorities; and 
as Mr. Wise deviated from this proper line of conduct in a manner so uncom- 
monly extravagant, no other course was left for me, compatible with the 
dignity of the Imperial Government, than the one which I adopted. 

Availing myself of this opportunity [etc,]. 
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Henry A. Wise, Ex-United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 64 Rio de Janeiro, August 26, 1847. 

Sir: Tod arrived in the Ohio during the night of the inst. The 

weather was bad the & on the morning of the 9^*^ Brown called on me 
with the message from Captain Stringham that my successor was on board. 
I requested him to say to Capt" Stringham that I was happy to hear of M ^ 
Tod’s arrival & would gladly receive him whenever it would suit his conven- 
ience to call at my house. The next morning of Tuesday the lo^*^, M' Tod 
and his Secretary, M*' Morgan, & Cap*" Stringham, with L- Brown, called. 
They were received by M’' Walsh & myself, & during the interview M*' Con- 
sul Parks came in. 

Upon inquiry from M*^ Tod as to the state of the mission, I entered fully 
upon the relations of the U. States Legation to this Court & upon the posi- 
tions which I thought he & I both ought to occupy.** . . . 

I am, Sir, [etc.]. 

> Despatches, Brazil, vol. 16. 

* The omitted portion of this long despatch reviewed the Lieutenant Davis episode and 
its results, adding little to the information embodied in the several documents on the subject, 
above, this part, and told of Wise's efforts to prevail upon Tod not to ask an audience to 
present his credentials without awaiting further instructions. Copies of the following 
letters, exchanged between them on the subject, were enclosed with the despatch : 

David Tod, Esq., to Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil 
A Rio de Janeiro, August 12, 1847. 

Dear Sir: Since our conferences of yesterday & the day before, I have given to the 
subject mature reflection, and have determined to ask an audience for the purpose of 
presenting my credentials to the Emperor; and with this view, will seek an interview 
with the Min: for F. Affairs at the earliest hour practicable. 

I cannot reconcile the line of conduct you recommend with the letter & spirit of my 
instructions from the Dep* of State — particularly when those instructions are con- 

fiirlprpH in rnnnprtinn wit-fi nf-hpr rlnnimpnfa pmanafintr frnm thp samp hiiyh nnartpr. 



Sir: In my despatch of the 9th instant® I had the honor to inform you of my 
arrival in this port, on the night of the 7th, and of my intention, on the follow- 
ing day, to notify the Minister of Foreign Affairs of my presence, and to ask 
the customary audience with his Majesty, the Emperor. 

On the morning of the loth I visited the Hon. Henry A. Wise, and upon 
this occasion he declared his determination not to ask for an opportunity to 
deliver his letter of recall, and at the same time pressed upon me the propri- 
ety of not seeking an audience with the Emperor unless further instructed by 
my government; and he read to me portions of despatches to your depart- 
ment, in which he avowed his intention to recommend to me this course of 
policy. 

On the following day Mr. Wise returned my call, when he again urged me 
to postpone action, alleging, at the same time, that in one hundred and 
twenty days I could certainly receive instructions from my government. 

I could not but regard the state of the relations between the two govern- 
ments, and the position of Mr. Wise with respect to that of Brazil, as sub- 


Henry A. Wise, United States Minister to Brazil, to David Tod, Esq. 

C Rio DE Janeiro, August 12, 1847. 

Dear Sir: I rcc*? your note of to-day, by M’’ Morgan, announcing your resolve to ask 
an audience of the Emperor of Brazil. I was happy at the opportunity of inducing M' 
Morgan not to deliver your credentials to the Min; for F. Affairs before I could relieve 
myself ffora the responsibilities of this mission. I have asked my passports in the note 
of which the inclosed is a copy. [For this note, see above, this part, doc. 618. — Ed.] 
show that I am not to bear hereafter, for ail time, any part of the ignominy with 
which our country Is menaced by your resolve to ask an audience, under the circum- 
stances in which the Legation of the U. S. at this Court is placed, & of which you have 
Men fully informed by me: I solemnly protest against the request of my successor in 
the mission for an audience from the Era: of B., until he receives further instructions from 
the Gov- of the U, S.; for the reason that the Pres* U. S. having approved & assumed the 
responsibility of acts performed by me as Minister of the U. S., the Em: of B. refused to 
receive communications from him through their Minister at this court, whom the Pres* 
had declined to recall at H. M.’s request, & suspended all relations between him & the Le- 
gation ot the U.b,, in consequence of those acts since the approval & adoption of them by 
the Pres , thus inflicting a gross insult upon the Pres* & Gov* of the U. S. these facts 
not havmg bem ^own at Wash? at the time the instructions of my successor were 
written & at the time of his departure from the U. States. 

from the Dep* of State," but I know not what "other 
m?i quarter," you allude to. 

compelled to take the present step, to protect my own reputation & con- 

SCn I but the 

With the utmost kindness, personally [etc.]. 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 17. 

the ^niSMeSn^rf contained little pertinent information, other than 

be desSble to h^rf th? “pressed an opinion that it would 

watere ^ steamship Ohio", instead of a smaller vessel, remain in Brazilian 



stantially tne same as tney were known to be in Washington at the date or 
my instructions. But out of deference to Mr. Wise’s opinions, I did not seek 
an audience at the time originally contemplated. After mature delibera- 
tion, however, my judgment remained unchanged, and by note of the 12th 
(which is herewith enclosed, marked A,^) I informed him of my determina- 
tion. At the time of the delivery of this letter by the Secretary of Legation, 
Mr. Wise asked him to defer delivering my note (then in the Secretary’s 
possession,) to the Minister of Foreign Affairs until he could demand his 
passports, and reply to my communication addressed to himself. With this 
request, Mr. Morgan complied. On the same day Mr. Wise answered my 
note,*^ and on the following evening a packet was placed in my hands, the 
seal being broken, and the envelope addressed to Mr. Wise, and indorsed 
“From the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.’’ This envelope contained 
the office copy of the President’s letter to the Emperor, announcing Mr. 
Wise’s recall, Mr. W’s note to the Secretary of Foreign Affairs, enclosing this 
copy and demanding his passports, and the passports so requested. On the 
13th Mr. Wise informed me that he had received this packet from the Foreign 
Office, unaccompanied by a syllable of explanation or comment. 

The copy of the President’s letter having been returned with the note of 
Mr. Wise, it might admit of doubt as to which one exception was taken, if 
not to both. I therefore determined to furnish the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs an opportunity to explain the proceeding, and resolved, if an explana- 
tion was not made, or if given, did not disclaim all intention on the part of 
the Imperial Government to treat with disrespect the President and Govern- 
ment of the United States, that I would not ask an audience to deliver my 
credentials to the Emperor. 

On the 1 8th I addressed a note to the Minister and Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, (a copy of which is herewith, marked B,®) and on the follow- 
ing day received an answer, (which is also herewith, marked C.^) The Min- 
ister’s reply is indorsed “confidential,” and speaks of my note to him as also 
“confidential,” although it was not so marked, and of course not so in- 
tended ; neither could I regard the answer in any other light than as a public 
document. It will be seen the Minister declares that, had Mr. Wise enclosed 
to him the original letter of the President, it would have been placed in the 
hands of the Emperor; but, not knowing what disposition Mr. W. intended 
to make of the original, it would have been irregular to receive the copy; and 
that “Mr. Wise’s note was couched in terms so insolent and discourteous that 
it did not merit any observation or answer,”; and the Minister further re- 
marks that “the Ministers of the Empire have ever been careful in making a 
distinction between the personal acts of Mr. Wise and those of his govern- 
ment, and wished to avoid even any appearance of discourtesy either towards 



the President of the United States or towards the government and North 
American Nation.” 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs having thus placed his action upon grounds 
of objection to the conduct of Mr. Wise personally, and having disclaimed all 
intention on the part of his Majesty’s government to treat with disrespect 
the President or government of the United States, upon the occasion referred 
to, or upon any other, I addressed him a note on the 20th (herewith, marked 
D,^) soliciting an interview for the purpose of arranging the preliminaries 
incident to the Presentation of my credentials to the Emperor. The Minis- 
ter’s answer will be found marked E.^ On the 23rd I held the interview, and 
was informed that my audience would take place on Saturday, the 28th, at 
6 P.M., and at that time I was presented to his Majesty with the usual 
ceremonies. My address upon the occasion, and the Emperor’s reply, will 
be found herewith the former marked F, and the latter G.® 

I am most happy to add that, notwithstanding the difference of opinion 
between us as to the propriety of my course, I have received from Mr. Wise 
marks of great personal kindness, for which I take pleasure in thus expressing 
a sense of my obligations. 


« Not included in this publication. 

^ Not included in this publication. 

3 Although, for reasons explained in the preface to the first volume, they do not strictly 
come within the scope of this publication, the texts of these two addresses follow, since, in 
his d^patch. Tod alluded to his predecessor’s difficulties, without there having been any 
pressing necessity for his doing so, and in spite of his being mildly reproved, later, by the 
Secretary of State, nominally speaking for the President, for having done so [See Buchanan 
to Tod, No. 7, dated, November 22, 1847, above, pt. m, doc. 475]: 

F 


Sir: The letter I am about to present to your Majesty is from his Excellency, the 
president of the United States, and contains the evidence of my appointment as Lnvoy 
Court^of Brazil^^^ Minister Plenipotentiary from that government to the Imperial 

your Majesty of his desire to cultivate the most friendly and 
iberal intercourse between the two governments. In expressing this wish, the Presi- 
dent reflects the ^ntiments of the people whose chief executive officer he has the honor 
omission, upon my part, to endeavor to promote this amicable disposition, 
would be to prove no less false to myself than treacherous to my country. 

unmindful that my duties are commenced at an unpropitious period. Mv 
f predecessor encountered difficulties, unpleasant to himself, and unfortunate 

f- friendship and respect so long and so happily existing between 

indulge the belief that the duties of the mission will be discharged in a manner not onlv 
satofactory to my own government, but agreeable to that of fourMafeetr 




understandincr snKcief Kofnro 
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David Tod, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary 

of State of the United States ^ 

No. 6 Rio de Janeiro, Septenzber i8, 1847. 

Sir: An opportunity to write, rather than any thing special to communi- 
cate, induces me to trouble you at this time. 

Since my presentation but little else than celebrations and parades have 
occupied the attention of the Emperor, his Cabinet and the Diplomatic 
Corps. On the 4th, the anniversary of the Imperial marriage was celebrated ; 
on the 7th, the anniversary of the National Independence of Brazil, and on 
that day was also the ceremony of the baptism of the Infant Princess, Leo- 
poldina. The celebration of the anniversary of their Independence con- 
tinued for nearly a week. On the 13th, a grand Imperial ball was given, and 
to-day the General Legislative Assembly was adjourned by the Emperor. 
To witness, or participate in, all of these ceremonies I was invited, and with 
pleasure attended. 

At the ball H. M. had the pleasure of dancing with Mrs. Tod, and I also 
had the pleasure of dancing with the Empress. 

Thus far I have every reason to be gratified with the attention and kind- 
ness shown me by the Emperor and his Cabinet, and I flatter myself that I 
am now well prepared to enter upon the important duties of my mission, an 
opportunity for which has been promised me at an early day. 

It affords me pleasure to inform you that I find Maj. Morgan, all I had 
expected and hoped to, at the time I asked his appointment. His sound 
judgment, united with his industry and energy, will relieve me greatly in the 
discharge of my duties. With the little time he has had, his attention to 
study has enabled him now with but little difficulty to read and translate the 
language of this country, and a few months more will make him master of it. 
His manners are such that he is already a favorite with all with whom he has 
had any intercourse. 

I hope to get along without in any manner alluding to the difficulties that 
have heretofore existed, under the administration of Mr. Wise. Indeed, I 
hope that even in my correspondence with yourself, it may not be necessary 
to refer to them. True, I am desirous that the President and yourself ap- 
prove the course I have taken, but I am not so anxious as to induce me to 

1 See above, pt. in, doc. 475, the instruction of November 22, 1847. 

^ Despatches, Brazil, vol. 17. 



The difference between Mr. Wise and myselt, nowever, as to me course 
proper for me to pursue, is so wide, and the consequence so great, to our 
government as well as ourselves, that I ask you, again, to give us your opin- 
ion, fully and frankly. If the course recommended by Mr. Wise for the Gov- 
ernment as well as myself to pursue, be the proper one, I have departed so 
far from it, that I should immediately be called home. Believe me, when I 
assure you, that it will be far more agreeable to my feelings to retire from the 
honorable position the President tendered me, to my quiet home, than to 
remain one hour after I have, in his opinion, compromised either his honor or 
that of our government. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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David Tod, United States Minister to Brazil, to James Buchanan, Secretary of 
State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 


No. 10 Rio de Janeiro, October 12, 184^. 

Sir: Your despatch No. 3,2 enclosing a letter from the President to the 
Emperor, was delivered to me by Mr. Gazzam on the 30th ultimo. 

On the first instant, by note I informed the Minister of Foreign AflFairs of 
the reception of this letter, and desired him to name a time for me to present 
the same to his Majesty, to which he replied on the 2nd instant, fixing upon 
that day. Copies of those notes, marked A & B, are enclosed.^ 

Accompanied by Maj. Morgan, I visited the Palace at the hour named, 
when I in due form presented the latter. 

I have held much conversation with those in power here in relation to Mr. 
Lisboa. He has many warm friends, and will be kindly received and treated 
on his return home. I have urged that he be sent back to our Government, 
but I fear this will not be done. He will, however, soon be sent abroad to 
some court, and thus the stigma resting upon him, from the manner of his 
recall from the United States, wiped out. My interference in his behalf has, 
I flatter myself, upon all occasions been well timed and discreetly managed, 
and therefore, I hope, beneficial to him. 

My interviews with the Minister for Foreign Affairs are frequent, and 
urn ormly pleasant and agreeable. He is overwhelmed with business, and, 
although a very industrious man, is so often interrupted that great patience 
and forbearance must be extended to him. We have had several meetings in 


^ Despatches, Brazil, vol. 17. 

! Neither of these has been copied 
publication. 


2 Dated^, July 24, 1847, above, pt. m, doc. 468. 
since neither one comes, properly, within the scope of this 



relation to our claims. Upon all occasions he assures me that Brazil is not 
only willing, but anxious, to pay every dollar of just claims against her. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Felippe Jose P. Leal, Brazilian Charge d' Affaires ad interim at Washington, 
to James Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, October 21, 1847. 

M- Leal presents his compliments to M- Buchanan, and has the honor to 
send to His Excellency, herewith inclosed, the copy ,2 which he promised 
to His Excellency yesterday. 
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Sergio T. de Macedo, Brazilian Minister to the United States, to John M. Clayton, 
Secretary of State of the U^iited States “ 

Washington, April 10, J84Q. 

Sir ; I have had the honour to receive the note,^ in which you were pleased 
to present, a summary of the reasons given to me verbally by yourself, for 

‘ Notes from Brazil, vol. 2. 

2 The document, enclosed with this brief note, was the following instruction to the Brazilian 
charge d’affaires from his government: 

Saturnino de Souza, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, to Felippe JosB P. 
Leal, Brazilian Charge d' Affaires ad interim at Washington 

[translation] 

Rio dk Janeiro, August 30, 1847. 

In addition to my despatches of the 13th and 24th instant, of the confidential series, 
I have to inform you that on the 28th instant the presentation of Mr. Tod to His Maj- 
esty the Emperor took place; I have already sent you a copy of his address and I now 
enclose one of His Majesty’s reply, which was in English, from deference to Mr. Tod, who 
does not understand either Portuguese or French: after the presentation, Mr. Tod was 
again received by His Majesty, to whom he presented the Commander of the Ship Ohio 
and various other officers of the American Navy, as well as his Secretary, all of whom His 
Majesty received with his usual affability and kindness; Mr. Tod and the Commander of 
the ship Ohio afterwards had the honor of being admitted into the presence of Her 
Majesty the Empress, who extended to them the same kind reception. 

Flis Majesty the Emperor is satisfied with Mr. Tod, and the Imperial Government 
having preserved her dignity entire with respect to Mr. Wise, he commands that the 
personal acts of the latter and of Commodore Rousseau may pass into oblivion, seeing 
that the addressof Mr. Tod offers an assurance that they shall not be repeated. You will 
hasten to communicate this to Mr. Buchanan, informing him that an Envoy Extraordi- 
nary and Minister Plenipotentiary will shortly be appointed to that country, and you 
will not fail, above all, to demand, as you were directed by my instructions of the 31st 
May, last, [Above, this part, footnote 2, doc. 617, p. 390. — Ed.j in regai'd to the conduct 
of Lieutenant Davis, and our right under the circumstances to seize the two drunken 
and disorderly sailors, as was abundantly shown to you by the same instructions. 
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PART IV : COMMUNICATIONS FROM BRAZII. 


abstaining from a renewal of the discussions, which liad been carried on 
with your predecessor, on the subject of the consequences of the ini[)nson- 
ment of Lieutenant Davis, and the three seamen of the Sloop of War Sara- 
toga.^ 

In the report which I have made to my Government of what I already 
said to you, in our conferences, I did not omit to show, that you had ex- 
hibited a true deference for the Emperor and for the Brazilians, and a very 
sincere desire, to testify towards them, the benevolent and amicable dis- 
positions of General Taylor, the actual President of this Rcpul)Iic. 

Since the rights are acknowledged, and the circumstances Jire already of 
so old a date, that they must have been forgotten, now whilst events are 
marching on so rapidly — since the person whose conduct so dee|)Iy wounded 
the just susceptibility of the Brazilians, has withdrawn from the {jolitical 
scene, and opportunities have been afforded, for the display of the sentiments 
of this great nation, and of its present representative in Brazil, in the manner 
which the Brazilians had a right, in fair reciprocity to expect, I have no doubt 
that the Imperial Government will be happy to see, in the declarations of 
Your Excellency, an honourable means for dismissing these disagreeal)Ie 
circumstances, to oblivion. 

For my own part, I regard it in this light, and I express to my ( h)vernment 
this opinion, which is likewise an ardent wish. 

Accept M- Secretary of State [etc.]. 


®'8:ning his own. It; eceiuB st ningf that they 
were not made to bear the same date. It must have been at least an ovemiKlit that the 
acknowledpnient was given a date later than that of the communicalion Vctn'iwlrlliir'r 

Ittlmnts of the unpleasant aflair followed several fruifleM 

attempts. The Brazilian minister s note of April lo is the first Bignetl note in the volume- 

in translations of three other documents whose originals were firobisbly ahowii 

m advance, unsigned, and proved unacceptable, and whicli therefore, were everif.riS 
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in the letter from the Chevalier de Macerln i-n***^ propoHition, mentioned 
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in the signed notes, dated April lo and^il! “t:hed, in some features, the icleas cmlMHlicd 



[extract] 

No, 45 Rio de Janeiro, October if, 1S4Q. 

Sir: ... A correspondence recently took place between Gen. Guido, 
Argentine Minister, and the Visconde de Olinda, touching the war pending 
between Buenos Ayres and Paraguay. The former demanded explicit infor- 
mation as to the policy the Imperial Government intended to pursue towards 
the contending powers, intimating, at the same time, that if he did not receive 
a satisfactory answer, he was instructed to demand his passports. The Vis- 
conde de Olinda replied by assuring Gen, Guido that Brazil is resolved to 
pursue a line of strict neutrality. Again, when the late change took place in 
the Foreign Office, the Buenos Ayrean Minister addressed its present head 
to obtain a renewal of that assurance, and it is considered quite certain that 
it will be given. 

Whilst Brazil thus officially assures Buenos Ayres of its neutrality, there 
can be no doubt that the Imperial Government will render Paraguay every 
assistance that may be compatible with the preservation of amicable rela- 
tions with Rosas. It is said that a Charg 6 d'Affaires has been sent from 
this country to Paraguay out of regard to his high order of military talent 
and acquirement. Brazil fears the Argentine Dictator; but it would be 
madness on the part of Rosas to go to war with the Empire, so long as the 
river question remains unsettled, and Paraguay preserves the hostile re- 
lation she now occupies. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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David Tod, United States Minister to Brazil, to John M. Clayton, Secretary of 

State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 49 Rio de Janeiro, December ly, 1S4Q. 

Sir: . . . You will find herewith the copy of a note from Thomas McGuire, 
Esq,, United States Consul, at Rio Grande,® alluding to certain outrages 
^ Despatches, Brazil, vol. 17. 

The omitted portion, at the beginning, relates to the slave trade. 

* Despatches, Brazil, vol. 17. 

® Consul M'Guire's letter to Minister Tod, here referred to, follows: 

Thomas McGuire, United States Consul at Rio Grande do Sul to David 
Tod, United States Minister to Brazil 

Rio Grande do Sul, December 5, 184Q . 

Sir: After my despatch of yesterday was closed, information has reached here con- 
firming the report received some days since of serious disturbances having taken 


committed upon the Southern frontier of the Empire, and expressing a wish 
that an American man of war may occasionally make its appearance in that 
vicinity A copy of Mr. McGuire’s communication has been transmitted to 
Captain Cooke, of the U. S. S. St. Louis, who was in command upon this 

station at the time of its reception. _ 

I have heretofore alluded to the importance of keeping at least one small 
man of war steamer upon this station. Small vessels are infinitely pieferable 
here to large ones — putting expense entirely out of the question. A majority 
of the Brazilian ports cannot be safely entered except by vessels of the 
smaller class, and the harbor of Rio Grande is among the number. 

The difficulties in the South have been but barely alluded to in the papers 
of the Capital, and seem to have created no sensation. Most persons, 
however, regard a war between Buenos Ayres and Brazil, as sooner or later 
inevitable. The time has not yet come, and may not for years arrive. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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David Tod, United States Minister to Brazil, to Daniel Webster, Secretary of 
State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 64 Rio de Janeiro, September 17, iSyo. 

Sir: , . . The relations between the Imperial Government and that of 
Buenos Ayres and Montevideo, are by no means pacific or friendly — All 
look for an open rupture at an early day — The immediate cause of hostili- 
ties arises from an attack made some time since by a large force from the 
Province of Rio Grande organized and commanded by Baron [Barao] lagoa- 


place on the frontiers. _ It appears that a party from the other side came into this 
province, robbed and killed a number of the inhabitants, not even excepting women 
and children. It appears to be the settled intention of the leading Brazilians on the 
frontiers to involve this country in a war with Rosas — failing in this, to commence it on 
their own account; for if the reports which have reached here can be relied on, the attack 
from the other side was intentionally provoked. 


I have long desired to see one of our men of war in this port, to convince the authori- 
ties that there is such a thing. The signs of the times now indicate that it is particularly 


necessary. 1 he amount of American property which would be exposed in case of in- 
suirection or invasion is considerable, and I will venture the assertion that there is no 
other port in South America frequented by half the number of American vessels, which 
If visited by vessels of the United States Navy. Under these circumstances, I have 
deemed it my duty to make known to you the situation of affairs here, having also been 
requested to do so by the principal house here engaged in the United States trade for the 
purpose of inducing you to request the Commodore of the Squadron stationed at Rio de 
u ^ vessel here, drawing not more than 12 feet. There is a steamer sta- 
tioned at the bar which will come out to tow vessels in when signalized, 
i have the honor [etc.]. 


peror and others high in authority. While here President Rosas instructed 
his Minister at this Court, (Gen* Guido) to demand his arrest and trial, and 
in the event of the demand being refused, to ask his Passports and return 
home — The demand has been made, and after much deliberation (and I 
am told some equivocation) has been refused — Gen* Guido has not as yet 
demanded his Passports, but will soon do so. He has already secured a 
passage for his Family home — 

In the mean time the Imperial Government are evidently preparing for 
war — They have recently passed a law allowing the Commander in chief of 
the Army to accept the services of foreigners — It is supposed that under 
this law, a large force will be offered and accepted from Paraguay — 

The Government are also sending a large force from this City to the 
South — 

In connection with this subject I send you herewith (marked A) the trans- 
lation of an article from the leading News Paper of this City, giving the 
latest intelligence we have from the River — ^ 

1 The enclosed newspaper article follows: 

FROM THE "jORNAL DO COMMERCIO” — RIO DE JANEIRO 

By the steamer “ Imperatriz " arrived yesterday, we received papers from Rio Grande 
& Porto Alegre, frorn Paraguay, from Montevideo & Buenos Ayres — 

The Public attention in the Province of Sao Pedro do Sul was exclusively occupied 
with the state of the relations between Brazil &: Buenos Ayres & with the views at- 
tributed to Gen* Rosas — 

The Diario do Rio Grande of the 3** inst copied the following article — "They write 
from Jaguarao under date Aug much has been said here about " republic,’' it is said 
that there is a plan to proclaim that Government in the Province on the zo**' September — 
Now, compare this with the disposition that is every where apparent that the Gov*- 
declare war with the neighbouring State; and the best of it is, that it is reported that the 
revolt is led on & protected by Orientals — From all this I collect that these reports are 
brought from the other side, & spread purposely to |place the Gov'' in a state of per- 
plexity, & endeavour by that means to obtain the satisfaction they have so freciuently 
demanded — This is what appears to me most probable, meantime nothing else is 
talked about — 

Another letter of the zg*'*' contains the following — 

"Here reports of a revolt are flying about, which it is said will take place on the 7'-*' 
or zo^** Sept, led on by Oriental forces — It is true that invitations to join it are sent to 
the frontier, which, with many other reports, makes it evident, that it is a plan of our 
neighbours. What they have in view is, to throw consternation amongst the people, 
and create embarrassments to the Gov‘ — I am informed that from the other siefe some 
small numbers of Emigrants have passed, slighly [slyly?]— It behoves that the authori- 
ties either order them to leave our territory, or bring them together where they can be 
more closely watched — 

As our readers will observe the reports of an early rebellion gain ground— reports 
raised by the Agents of Rosas & Oribe, & spread purposely through the populace of the 
frontier and thro' the Country — 

We have already said, & we shall not cease to repeat it, that it is useless for the ene- 
mies of the Empire to have recourse to such measures — 

All the Rio Grandites, all the Brazilians, even the Foreigners resident in the Province, 
excepting those enslaved to the despotism and inquisitorial turmoils of Rosas & Oribe — 
All unite in one Vote, all have one thought — ^to realize the moment that the Govi^ of the 
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I regret this state of things deeply, for aside from the loss to the two 
Powers, and to the world at large that will flow from hostilities— Our Com- 
mercial interests which are now so extensive cannot fail to suffer greatly— 

With the hope to assist in an amicable adjustment of the dilflculty between 
the two Governments, I have on many occasions advised with both Gen^ 
Guido and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, but I regret to say without any 
success. 

A War in my opinion is inevitable — We should at once prepare to pro- 
tect our Commerce in these Waters. For this purpose an additional Naval 
force should be sent here — . . . . 

Respectfully [etc.]. 


Country may be disposed to vindicate the insults that have been thrown on the sover- 
eignty and national honor — 

The reports however, which Rosas & Oribe contemplate in their madness as advan- 
tageous in their present critical position, are a further proof of the divine protecLion to 
the sacred Cause of the Empire & humanity — 

These reports serve to convince the Gov‘ & the authorities that it is necessary to be 
most actively vigilant, that the greatest energy, & the most unceasing solicitude should 
be exerted to thwart the plans of the enemy — 

This thronging of Emigrants, which by degrees are coming into our Territory, the 
characters with which the Agents of Rosas & Oribe are vested, the activity which pre- 
vails in their relations with the frontier, & from one point of the Province to the other, 
all claim of the Gov‘ & the authorities the most effective measures to fix the public con- 
fidence and insure the fate of the Empire — 

We notice in the columns of the “Diario" an act of the Presidency which contains 
very proper means of neutralizing the plans of the Enemies of the Country, If the orders 
of M"; Pimento Bueno designated in this document are religiously observed, much will 
be gained towards the glorious desire of maintaining unspotted, the honor & national 
sovereignty — 

Perhaps it would have been convenient to declare the names of our worthy Country- 
men whom Rosas & Oribe depend on as the docile instrument of his republican jilans— 
u would call forth a blot on their nationality and their patriotism 

even more the noble indignation with which they arc penetrated towards 
the barbarous Vandals of the lives & property of the Brazilians, on the other, it would 
be a slur neaped upon those proud Rio Grandites, whose names should only be associ- 
ated with glorious enterprizes and never blemished with the black spark of calumny, 
might be the result, if mention were made of their names ™ 

We lament that the Empire has been drawn by the Foreigner to the extremities of 
thp peve already at the generous blood that will have to flow where the glory of 
''i"dicated-;but we with the more confidence foresee, the assigned 
Victory of the National arms, being convinced that among the most brave of our brave 
will be most prominent there, very Brazilians whom Rosb & Oribe attemnt to reS 
su^icious of high treason in the eyes of the Country— attempt to render 

EmpIrfthtrSfsfac'tSn^^^^^ and tlmy cl^nSlr/ 

“‘Mul, therefore the 

Aug 17. 1850. 



Sergio T. de Macedo, Brazilian Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[tran-slation] 

Washington, May 12, 1831. 

The Undersigned, a member of the Council of His Majesty the Emperor 
of Brazil, — His Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary near the 
United States, has had the honor to receive the note of the most Excellent 
Daniel Webster, dated the 7*^ inst,® together with an official communication, 
addressed to His Excellency, by the Secretary of the Navy. 

The object of both these documents, is the navigation of the Amazon 
River, which the government of the United States wishes to see free to all 
flags. In order to effect this purpose, the Secretary of the Navy suggests 
the idea of opening negotiations with the Imperial Government, or with its 
Minister at this Capital, and the Secretary of State begs that the Under- 
signed will, during the visit, he is about to make to his Court, call the atten- 
tion of his government to the subject, and explain to the department, now 
under the charge of His Excellency, the views of the government aforesaid. 

The Undersigned would have confined himself to simply replying to His 
Excellency, that he will, with pleasure, comply with his request, if he had not 
thought it his duty, from this moment, to offer a few remarks, which, certain 
expressions contained in His Excellency’s note, and in that of his estimable 
colleague of the Navy Department, have rendered necessary. 

The policy of the Brazilian Government in regai'd to matters of trade, as 
well as in all other things, is based upon the most liberal principles. Without 
admitting any question, as to its exclusive right to regulate the entrance of 
flags belonging to the border powers (Powers bounded by the River) into the 
waters of those common rivers, that are to be found within the limits of 
Brazilian territory, the Imperial Government was the first to think of render- 
ing that navigation free to them. The political condition of those Republics, 
has been the only obstacle, which has prevented the consummation of those 
preliminary arrangements, that are necessary to guarantee the safety of the 
Empire, and the financial interest of the country, which also include indus- 
trial, and agricultural interests. 

But to ask that other powers, which are not bounded by Brazilian waters, 
shall be admitted to navigate a river, which runs to the extent of more than 
fifteen hundred miles, within the territory of the Empire, is entirely a new 
pretension, and without precedent, either in the United States or in the 
British possessions; although both these countries, in regard to commerce 
and navigation, are governed by the most liberal principles, and might grant 
such privileges without risk, on account of their great progress in the art of 


His Excellency will perceive, therefore, that it is only after a great deal of 
study, and considerations of various kinds, that the Imperial Government of 
Brazil can be able to arrive at any decision in a matter like this, a decision, 
which, if it should happen to be precipitate and false, might embarass the 
development of its commercial resources, and impede its internal navigation. 

The Secretary of the Navy alludes to the fact, of the Undersigned having 
given, at the request of His Excellency, and, in the hope of meriting die 
approbation of his own government, passports and letters of recommendation 
to two officers of the American Navy, to enable them to go down the river 
Amazon as far as its mouth, their object being, as his Excellency stated “ to 
gratify a liberal curiosity and extend the limits of geographical knowledge in 
which Brazil and all other civilized States have a common interest." 

The Undersigned must beg leave to observe, that his action, on that occa- 
sion, was not prompted by an [any?] instructions from his government, but by 
his knowledge of the fact, that every foreigner is free to travel through the 
territory and on the waters of the Empire, and that the expedition of those 
officers of the American Navy, would have proved agreeable to the Imperial 
Government, whose object, is, to protect and encourage in every way, 
geographical and statistical studies, and every other means of enlarging the 
sphere of human knowledge. The aforesaid act of the undersigned, there- 
fore, cannot be considered, either, as the beginning of any arrangement, nor 
as indicating a desire on the part of the Brazilian Government, to enter into 
such an arrangement. 

The immense region of country which is watered by the river Amazon, 
contains, at this day, a population of 204,600 inhabitants, 35,000 of which 
are slaves, without counting the Indians, and those who reside in small 
villages. The products, along the borders of the river, and of its tributaries, 
are taken to the City of Belem do Pard, in canoes and boats of different size.s, 
which amount to a considerable number, and which have hitherto sufficed 
for the immense trade carried on in that city. Since the disturbances, which 
aflicted the Province of Para, during the minority of the Emperor, have 
ceased, that province has made considerable progress in the development of 
wealth, industry, commerce and population, and has attracted the notice of 
the Imperial Government, to such a degree, that the Emperor lately sanc- 
tioned a law, dividing said Province into two, and thereby creating a new 
government, and a new provincial legislative assembly on the left border of 
the river. A project for the introduction of steamboats on said river, is on 
the eve of being carried into effect. 

All projects therefore, tending to the aggrandizement of that portion of 
ffie Empire, would meet with the best disposition, on the part of the Imperial 

Governmenf- fn fnxmr onA -hUA :r j.! - .j . i i 


the same assurances were given by the Secretary of the Navy — that the 
government, of which they form so brilliant a part, had no selfish nor sinister 
object in view, and that it took particular care not to interfere with the just 
rights of other States. Nothing has been said or done, on the part of the 
Undersigned, or of his government, that could induce their Excellencies to 
believe, that the former entertain the least suspicion, in regard to the princi- 
ples of justice and sincere and perfect friendship, which govern the United 
States in their relations with Brazil. The Undersigned, can, on the contrary, 
assure his Excellency that his government is entirely satisfied on this head, 
and that it has not the slightest fear of seeing its rights called into question. 

The suggestion of His Excellency, as to opening the navigation of the 
Amazon River to foreigners, will be received, as the Undersigned firmly 
believes, without mistrust, and both the advantages and disadvantages 
which may accrue to the Empire, in consequence of such act, will be carefully 
examined. If any consideration, apart from this, should sway the Imperial 
government, in its decision, it will certainly be in the opinion of the Under- 
signed the idea, that the United States, more than any other power, are in a 
condition to derive advantage from this new system. 

The Undersigned, avails himself of this occasion, [etc.]. 


631 

David Tod, United States Minister to Brazil, to Daniel Webster, Secretary of 

State of the United States ^ 

No. 89 Rio de Janeiro, June 7, iSsi> 

Sir; The “Journal [Jornal] do Commercio" of this morning contains late 
and highly interesting information from the River, a translation of which I 
send you.^ 

From the want of time to revise and copy I am compelled to send you the 
first rough draft of the translation. 

Had those opposed to Gen^ Rosas a common head able to conduct and 
command them and had they a common object for which to fight they would 
unquestionably be able to overthrow him, without this however which I 
think will prove to be the case the result is extremely doubtful — 

In great haste [etc.]. 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 18. 

2 The translation from the newspaper, covering nine handwritten pages, tells of the 
beginning of Urquiza’s revolution against Rosas in Argentina, quoting a manifesto. The 
following two opening paragraphs only, are quoted: 
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Robert C. Schenck, United States Minister to BrasU to Daniel Webster. Score- 
tary of State of the TJnirted States 

[extract] 

^ Rio de Janeiro, September 25, 1831. 

Sir: . . . The Brazilian Government, having thought proper to avail it- 
self of the opportunity afforded by the return of M" Tod, to make him its 
confidential agent, for communicating in this direct way, and verbally 
only with you, I am, of course, not prepared to advise or inform you so well 
as to its designs or desires connected with the movements in the South. 
Propositions, however, will, I suspect, be made, to induce the Government 
of the United States, to unite in a recognition of the independence of the 
several countries bordering on the River Plate— including, probably, 
Uruguay, Paraguay, Corrientes and Entre Rios— thus indirectly helping to 
sustain them, as Brazil does by direct alliance and assistance, in their present 
attitude of hostility to Buenos Ayres, and the President Rosas. The most 
recent intelligence from that quarter, makes it altogether probable that even 
Rosas himself may soon be compelled to compromise and admit the claims 
of those states and provinces to a separate and independent nationality. 
The interest and object of Brazil, will be to encourage a union of the states 
lying North of the Parand and Paraguay, and to secure, in conjunction with 
them, a free navigation of those rivers, and of the Uruguay. This is essen- 
tially necessary to her, for the trade and prosperity of her own upper prov- 
inces, for whose benefit she has long desired such an outlet to the Ocean — 
The United States, she can readily understand, seeking through the enter- 
prize of our citizens, for the benefits of commerce everywhere, will be desirous 
to unite with her, in any just scheme for securing access to the countries in 
question, and into the interior. A guaranty of that free navigation of the 
rivers, may therefore be suggested as a condition upon which we should 
offer, on our part, a recognition of the independence of those several states, 
or of their existence as a confederation. 

I do not underrate the importance of the opportunity which may thus be 

which will entirely change the aspect of the affairs of the River Plate.” These occur- 
rences which we foresaw, and which but few could but foresee, have been realized in a 
most extraordinary manner. 

The Gen! Governor of Entre Rios Df Justo Jos6 de Urquiza, has hailed the cry of the 
regeneraticm of the Republics of the Plate, has hoisted the flag of revolution against 
the ill^al bloody and dictating Governor of Buenos Ayres — And that cry has echoed 
on both margins of the Plate, and that flag was saluted with the most enthusiastic jubilee 
py the m-treated and oppressed populations — At Paraeuav. in Corrientes. and even in 



naviKUtion of tht* I.a I’lata, anti of its j.;r(‘at t-oailut'uls, (in* Uruguay, I’ara- 
guay atul Paranfi. lUil I beg leave to atlvise (hat we bt* in no haste to unite 
with Brazil in seeuring an arrangement s<) invahtalile to h(‘r, without endeav- 
oring tt) eonneet with it antUher great inttu'esl . You will at onee understanil 
that I allutle to the free navigation of the Amazon, and its large aflluent, the 
hlatleira river. It was not neeessary that 1 should hint at the eonneetion of 
the.se two interests. I presume they will at ouee oeeur to your mind to- 
gether, as they do to mine. But lirazil is .so jealous of any negoeialion that 
we may propose, looking to the latter objet't, that it seem.s to me, to be our 
derided policy to in.sist, for the pre.sent at least, upon sueli an arrangement 
only, as will cover tlte whole ground. Pet her understand that our acting in 
conjunction with her, to obtain the opening up of a free navigation and 
trade on the rivers of lier Southern bonier, will be dependent on her li1)eraH(y 
in allowing to our t'itizens, or to the world, tlie .same beiu'lits of eoimneree 
and <‘onimunication with her Northern proviiu’es, and I do not doubt we may 
get better terms in any itegoeiation with her, than camld be obtainetl if sht' 
had nothing t(J ask for her.self. 

I shall look with mueli interest for advire and instruetion on tlie.se tiue.s- 
tiotts, w'hen you have been jmt, fully, in po.ssession of (he views juul designs 
of this ( iovernment, in the form and by the channel, through whieh it. has 
jtreferred to communicate them. . . . 

I have the hoiujr [etc.]. 


(kU 

Robert (\ Sdttfhk, Ihifted .States Minister to Rrnzil, to thuiiel Webster, .SVerr- 
ftiry of .State of the United States ‘ 

[KxrMAcr.*!) 

No. t4 Hto i)K JanI'UHo, Noveniher jq, nSy r. 

Sir: ... 1 send you a c‘opy of the *' Jornal do t'ommerclo*’ of ihis mcjrn- 
ing the Ministerial new'spaper of thin eity containittg publication of five, 
several treaties, which have just been concluded and ratilitHl between Brazil 
and the Oriental Republic of Uruguay. They are; i, A treaty of BoundarieH: 
3 . A treaty of Alliances; 3. A treaty of SuiJplicH, to be atlvanced by Brazil 
to the Oriental Republic; 4. A treaty tif C'nmmerce and Navigation; and 5. A 
treaty for the reciprocal Pxtrudition of Cirirninnls and DcHerterH, and for the 
Surrenderor i'ugitive Slaves to Brazil. . . . 

You will infer from the making of these treaties, at this particular juncture, 
the entire wnfulcnre with whidi these two allieil powers count upon the fall 
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or abdication of President Rosas, and the ultimate cooperation with them of 
Buenos Ayres, under a different rule. . . . 

I am very respectfully [etc.]. 
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Robert C. Schenck, 


United States Minister to Brazil, to Daniel Webster, Secre- 
tary of State of the United States ^ 


[extract] 


jg Rio de Janeiro, January Q, 1S52. 

Sir: . . . The President’s late annual Message to Congress, has been 
received; and is already translated into Portuguese, and published in the 
newspapers of this city. It is commended, by others besides our own 
countrymen, as a plain able, statesmanlike document; and unciualilied 
admiration has been expressed to me, by more than one dirdomatic Repre- 
sentative, of the clear, liberal, and sound views presented in it, in 1 elation to 
international duties, and rights, as connected with the Cuba question. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Robert C. Schenck, United States Minister to Brazil, to Daniel Webster, Secre- 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 17 Rio de Janeiro, February 14, iSfa. 

Sir: ... In my last despatch I informed you of an appointment I liad 
with the Minister of Foreign Affairs here. Our interview and discussion 
took place on the ii- ultimo. . . . 

I referred to the fact that the Imperial government had lately con- 
cluded several treaties, including one of Commerce and Navigation, with 
the Republic of Uruguay; and reminded His Excellency of his promise that 
if any foreign power was to be treated with, my Government should have 
preference. He claimed that an exception had to be made in the case of 
the countries on the La Plata, because of the peculiar relations with 
them, as allies of the Empire in an existing war, and as neighboring border 
nations. . . . 

I thp tinnrvr 1 



Robert C. Schenck, United States Minister to Brazil, to Daniel Webster, Secre- 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 29 Rio de Janeiro, June 23, 1832. 

Sir; I had the honor to receive on the I2*^‘ instant your Nos 15 and 16 ^ 
conveying to me the views of the President in relation to the condition of 
affairs at the River Plate, and instructing me to proceed to Buenos Ayres, 
with authority, in conjunction with Mr. Pendleton, our Charge d’Affaires at 
the Argentine Confederation, to negotiate treaties with that power and with 
the Republics of Uruguay and Paraguay. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Edward Kent, United States ChargS d^ Affaires ad interim at Rio de Janeiro, to 
Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ® 

No. 30 Rio de Janeiro, July 12, 1832. 

Sir: I have received a letter from Mr. Schenck, dated the inst. at 
Montevideo, informing me of his safe arrival at that port on the 4'"'' inst, and 
of his intention to proceed immediately to Buenos Ayres. 

I have the honor to enclose to you the “British Packet" of the 2^^ insh 
containing the Official documents issued by General Urquiza in reference to 
his assumption of the title of “Provisional Director of the Argentine Con- 
federation”, and a synopsis of Official Documents. The facts, so far as I 
can gather them from various sources, are, that a party in Buenos Ayres 
raised an excitement and opposition in reference particularly to the basis of 
representation, agreed upon by the Governors of the Provinces assembled 
at St Nicholas, and that a majority of the “Sala ” of Buenos Ayres took sides 
with this Opposition — Very strong and violent language was used, and the 
Governor and Ministry of that Province were forced to resign. General 
Urquiza, it seems, felt that the crisis required prompt and energetic and 
decisive measures, and at once assumed the title and powers of “Director”, 
as he declares, in pursuance of the 14*^ Article of the Treaty of si".* of May. 
You will observe that he gives very solemn and reiterated assurances of 
having no desire to perpetuate his power beyond the securing and establishing 

> Despatches, Brazil, vol. 19. ^ Above, pt. in, docs. 481 and 482. 

^ Despatches, Brazil, vol. 19. 

Edward Kent, the writer of this despatch, was consul at Rio de Janeiro. He acted as 
charg6d’affairesadiw/mw, from June2i to September 13, 1852, during the absence of Minis- 
ter Schenck, on special mission to the Rio de la Plata region, to negotiate, in conjunction with 

Pendleton, the ohartre d’affaires at 'Rnenoa Aires treaties nf enmmoree Mfitli Arn-entiiia 
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Law and order. I am very much inclined to give credit to these assurances, 
and to regard General Urquiza as mainly anxious to consolidate the Con- 
federation upon just, equal, and stable prinaples. nr,,..! 

It is perhaps natural that the Province of Buenos Ayres should feel a little 
sensitive and restless under any system which sensibly diminishes her pre- 
eminence, and assigns the foreign relations to the General Governt of the 
Argentine Confederacy instead of that of Buenos Ayres, as heretofore. 

At the last advices quiet and order were restored. These events may 
however delay any negotiations with foreign powers for some time. 

Sir Charles Hotham, left this port yesterday for the River. M ^ S* George 
will sail tomorrow, or the next day after— each in a Steam vessel of war. 

The impression here, particularly among the Diplomatists is that the 
United States will stand in a position more favorable to a successful negotia- 
tion than any European Power, as we have never intermeddled in the troubles 
at the Rio de la Plata, and stand well with all the parties and all interests, 
and have no preliminary questions to adjust. I inferred from a conversation 
with Sir Charles Hotham that he did not anticipate any speedy action, and 
was prepared to wait patiently for a propitious opportunity. 

As I write this Despatch at the Consulate, and have not time before the 
sailing of the vessel to go to the office of the Legation, I am not able to affix 
the proper number, but will inform you by my next despatch, which I shall 
write in a few days in reference to the business of the Legation, since Mr. 
Schenck’s departure. 

With great respect [etc.]. 
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Robert C. Schenck, United States Minister to Brazil, to Daniel Webster, Secre- 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 34 Rio de Janeiro, September 17, i8s2. 

Sir : In a brief note from Montevideo, on the 4^^’^ instant, ^ I had the pleasure 
to announce to you the success of M*' Pendleton and myself in concluding a 
treaty with the Oriental Republic of Uruguay. The formal signing and 
sealing, and comparison and interchange of copies, were all completed on 
that day; and within a few hours afterwards I sailed with Commodore 
McKeever in the Frigate “Congress” for this place, leaving M’' Pendleton 
at Montevideo, awaiting the first opportunity for returning to Buenos 
Ayres. I arrived here on the 13*'^ instant.® . . . 


. . . You will remark that in addressing President Giro, I took occasion, 
in behalf of myself and colleague, to give distinct assurance to His Excellency 
of the liberal principles of international policy which it was the determination 
of the United States always to observe: — that, while recognizing a perfect 
equality between independant nations, it was also a rule with us to demand 
no advantage of others which we would not be willing to concede in return. 
There was an object in thus announcing at the threshold the terms we 
brought and the relations we were disposed to cultivate. And we had good 
reason to believe that this manner of approach was not without its effect. 
The Oriental Government has heretofore been kept by other Governments 
in a sort of pupilage; made to feel its weakness with a sense of inferiority; 
and so especially has this been the treatment experienced under the patron- 
izing intervention of Great Britain and France, that a sincere different 
tone of address from one of the great powers of the world, was flattering 
and gratifying. . . . 

I am very respectfully [etc.]. 
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Robert C. Schenck, United States Minister to Brazil, to Daniel Webster, Secre- 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 37 Rio de Janeiro, October 14, 1852. 

Sir: When I left Buenos Ayres, on the first of last month, it was with the 
expectation of having to return to pursue our negotiation with the Argentine 
Confederation, probably early in November, I had discovered, as you have 
already been informed, that before that time, we could not reasonably expect 
that any satisfactory or lasting result would come from the uncertain efforts 
of that people, to organize a central or national government, and to establish 
a more complete union of the Provinces. But intelligence, received within 
the past week, seems to render it likely that my presence in that quarter 
can be of no service for some time yet to come. M"" Pendleton has, without 
doubt, reported to you fully, the new or counter-revolution which has 
occurred, and been carried through with so much success, at Buenos Ayres; 
and has detailed the events of the of September, and afterwards, ending 
in the overthrow of the power and rule of Urquiza, over that Province, and 
his withdrawal to Entre Rios, of which he is the legal Governor. General 
Urquiza, still claiming, in his title of “Provisional Director”, to be the Chief 
Executive of the Confederation, from which he now regards Buenos Ayres, 
as by her own act excluded, has established the seat of government at Parand, 
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the caoital of his own Province of Entre Rios. He has invited the members 
of the Diplomatic Corps to attend him there, and. by the latest advices, I 
understand that most of the representatives of Foreign countries accredited 
to the Confederation, had complied with his request, and repaired there, to 
reside at least for the present. M ^ Pendleton was about to proceed thither, 
when he wrote his last letter to me, on the 2 ^ instant. 

I do not know what else the Foreign representatives, residing near that 
Government, could have done; for certainly, in whatever light may be re- 
garded the pretensions of General Urquiza, there was no othei head of the 
nation to be recognized, either dejure, or de facto. 

But it was a very different question with me, the expediency of my return 
at this time to ascend the river to Parani— M' Pendleton suggested my 
coming down, and following him thus into the interior; but I have deemed 
it best to wait. I have no faith that even the present condition of things is 
to continue long. Probably by the time I could reach Parand, some other 
revolutionary change will have taken place. Indeed, by a letter from 
Montevideo, of later date than any thing received directly from Buenos 
Ayres, I hear a report, through what seems to be an authentic and reliable 
channel, that three other Provinces,— Tucuman, Cordova, and San Juan,— 
have also declared against Urquiza. However that may be, if the Argentine 
Confederation is not now virtually dissolved, it is, at least, in no condition 
for making treaties, I think, or to do any other act of sovereignty, in a national 
capacity. The right of General Urquiza to be longer at the head of affairs, 
under the terms of th^Acuerdo of San Nicolas de las Arroyos, is disputed with 
much plausibility, and at the last accounts, the Congress of delegates, which 
was to assemble at Santa F6 for the purpose of framing a constitution, had, 
after many days of delay, failed to get together a representation of more than 
half the Provinces; so that it is by no means certain that the Confederation 
will be permanently established at all. . . . 

Any consideration of the question of treating with Paraguay, must, 
almost necessarily, be suspended until some further and definitive negotia- 
tion is had with the Argentine confederation, if that should yet have a 
permanent National organization ; or with Buenos Ayres and other Provinces, 
if they resolve upon, and maintain a separate independence. And of course 
this must also suspend, with Pendleton and myself, any determination about 
proceeding to Paraguay, under the discretionary power conferred upon us. 
I may say to you, however, that I think it will ultimately be found that who- 
ever treats for the United States with Paraguay, will have to go in person 
to Asuncion, the capital of the country, to do it. 


Ayres, Santa F 4 , Entre Rios, Corrientes and perhaps other Provinces border- 
ing on the Parand or Paraguay. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Robert C. Schenck, United States Minister to Brazil, to Edward Everett, Secre- 
tary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 38 Rio de Janeiro, December if, 1852. 

Sir: . . . The last monthly mail from Buenos Ayres has brought various 
items of intelligence from that distracted quarter, But, as I anticipated, 
there is, as yet, no settled government there; or at least no organisation of 
the Argentine Confederation, such as would make me sure of a Government 
with which to treat successfully, and satisfactorily, if I were to proceed 
thither. Consequently I shall still wait here for further information, and 
for a better condition of affairs. 

You will see, by the public journals, that the Provinces, or some of them, 
have become even involved to some extent in a civil war. The Province of 
Buenos Ayres was not content only with throwing off for itself the rule of 
General Urquiza, but equipped two military expeditions, and sent them to 
unite with those of the people and soldiery in Corrientes and Entre-Rios, 
who were supposed in like manner to be disaffected towards him. . . . 

Pendleton writes, under date of the 23^ ultimo, to inform me that, 
under all the circumstances, the best thing he could probably do at this 
juncture, was to proceed on the mission to Paraguay ; and he had, accordingly 
accepted an invitation from Sir Charles Hotham, the English Envoy, to 
accompany him up the Parand, in a British man of war. They were to start 
from Buenos Ayres on that day. I could not expect this contingency, and 
opportunity, or I might have endeavored to join M' Pendleton in season to 
go also to Assumption ; although it is a long journey, not to be undertaken 
from here without some good assurance that it could be made profitable to 
the interests of our Government. What he may be able to accomplish alone, 
with the powers he will exhibit, I cannot tell. I hope it may be something 
satisfactory. . . . 

Enclosed is a copy of the Convention between Brazil and Peru, in 
relation to the navigation of the Amazon, and other matters, which I have 
cut from a newspaper of this city. I have not yet seen it published in any 
other form. Though this Convention was concluded, and bears date, as 
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you will see, the 23^ of October 1851, the ratifications of it were not ex- 
changed by the two Governments until the iS*** of October of this year.^ 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Robert C. Schenck, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

46 Rio de Janeiro, March 19, i 8 S 3 - 

Sir: . . . From M- Pendleton I have no direct intelligence. He was still 
in Paraguay at the last accounts; but it was understood that neither he, nor 
the British or French Ministers had succeeded in effecting any thing with 
that Government; and that they were all about to descend the river again, to 
stop perhaps at Parand, in Entre Rios, until General Urquiza’s return there, 
or until affairs at Buenos Ayres should assume some other aspect. I see 
nothing that they can likely do, but wait, and watch the course of events. 
My own opinion has always been that President Lopez in Paraguay will not 
be induced to enter into treaties of commerce or navigation with any other 
power, until there is some fixed shape given to the government and policy of 
all the States on the rivers below. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Francisco de Carvalho Moreira, Brazilian Minister to the United States, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ® 

[translation] 

Washington, April 4, 1833 - 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
His Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, having read some articles, recently pub- 
lished in the newspapers of this country, from which it is inferred, that there 
is a North American Steamer on the Amazon, which was sent there for the 
purpose of exploring that river, the same being in search of some Bolivian 
ports, upon the tributaries of said Amazon, which, a decree of the Bolivian 
Government, dated the 27*^ of last January and likewise published in this 
country, has declared to be free to foreign commerce, — surprised at such an 
announcement, as he has no evidence of the fact, nor is it possible that any 
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the ports of the Union, in order to be able to enter the Amazon, and under- 
take the navigation of that river and its confluent streams, he deems it his 
duty to address himself to the Hon’’*® W. L. Marcy, Secretary of State, 
begging that he will be pleased to inform the Undersigned, whether any 
North American Steamer, belonging either to the Merchant Service, or to the 
Navy of the United States, have, in fact, been despatched from any of the 
ports of said United States to the Amazon with the knowledge of the respec- 
tive authorities, and if said steamer be now there, under the circumstances 
above mentioned. The Undersigned, not being able to ascertain the amount 
of credit which may be due to the aforesaid announcement, feels persuaded 
that the Hon’’*® Secretary of State, with official means of information within 
his reach, will be able to give a full explanation on the subject to the Under- 
signed, who, in the event of such announcement being true, could not, with- 
out much regret, see, in so unexpected a manner, the rights of sovereignty, 
which, as an independent Nation, Brazil has over her rivers, which constitute 
a part of her territory, outraged. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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Francisco de Carvalho Moreira, Brazilian Minister to the United States, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States * 

[translation] 

Washington, April 26, jSsj. 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
His Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, has had the honor to receive the note of 
the Hon’’*® W*? L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, dated the 
20*’’ instant,^ in reply to one which the undersigned addressed him on the 4**^ 
of the same month,” asking for information relative to some articles pub- 
lished in the newspapers of this country, on the subject of a North American 
Steamer, sent from here, to explore the Amazons, and in search of some Bo- 
livian ports, on the tributaries of said river. 

In reply to the note aforesaid, of the 4**^ instant, the Honorable Secretary 
of State said, that, although, from being conscious of the scrupulous regard 
with which his government respects the rights of friendly powers, and the 
frequent inaccuracy and exaggeration of Newspaper statements, when not 
oflicially promulgated, he might, at once, have denied the truth of such an 
announcement, he preferred, nevertheless, to address a communication to the 
Secretary of the Navy, from whom His Excellency received information, 



which enables him to declare to the undersigned, with certainty, that no 
vessel, under the instructions of that department, has been bound to the 
waters of the Amazon, and that probably some misapprehension on this 
point may have arisen from the organization of an expedition to explore the 
valley of the Amazon which His Excellency endeavors briefly to explain to 
the undersigned. 

After proceeding in his manifestation of sentiments of courtesy for a 
friendly nation and of respect for her rights of sovereignty, the Hon’’^" Mr. 
Marcy alludes to the conduct of the Government of the United States to- 
wards the Empire of Brazil, when the former, in 1851, solicited from the 
Brazilian Minister at this place, permission for the scientific exploration 
which followed, and, in alluding to the liberal views of that expedition, he 
also mentions the honorable and disinterested motives which prompted it. 

With regard to any merchant vessel, to which the notice in question might 
refer, the Hon^^® Mr. Marcy remarks, that in view of the extent of the com- 
merce of the American Union, it is quite impracticable for the Government 
of the United States to be cognizant of the destination and objects of the 
vessels that leave the ports of this country; but he asserts that such vessels 
could not sail with the knowledge of the authorities, their sinister projects 
against the laws of Brazil being known, nor would the Government of the 
United States, in such cases, assume the responsibility of justifying the act. 

Duly appreciating the solicitude with which the Hon*^^® Secretary of State 
was pleased to respond, by means of official datas, to the inquiries contained 
in the Note of the 4*^^ instant, which is a sure earnest of that conscientious- 
ness with which the Government of the Union, endeavors to respect the rights 
of friendly nations, the Undersigned does not hesitate, in view of the fre- 
quent inaccuracies and exaggerations which vitiate the publications made in 
the Journals of this country, as the Hon^^® Mr. Marcy fully acknowledges, to 
admit the possibility that the announcement aforesaid may have been false; 
and is convinced, that no vessel, belonging to the United States Navy, has 
been, up to this day, despatched by the respective Department, (nor offi- 
cially protected), to the Amazon Waters, with the object mentioned in the 
aforesaid Note of the 4*^ instant. 

And if so formal a declaration had not been made, as the Hon’’^® Secretary 
of State was pleased to vouchsafe on the subject, if any misapprehension 
could have arisen, as to the object of that note, it certainly could not have 
proceeded from this expeditiqn, the origin of which having actually been 
explained, as His Excellency states, was, on that account, out of the pale of 
the duties of the Undersigned, and its existence much more so. 

With regard to the proceedings of the government of the United States 
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Brazilian Government, which, certainly, properly appreciates them. 

Agreeably with the principles thus advanced by the Hon***® Secretary of 
State, and confirmed by positive information, in what concerns the navy of 
the States, although the Undersigned can not allow himself to doubt but that 
the competent authorities of this country, will not knowingly facilitate the 
departure of any merchant vessel, which should contemplate to violate, in 
this way, the laws of Brazil, as the Hon Mr. Marcy asserts; he cannot, how- 
ever, avoid mentioning to the Hon^^® Secretary of State, that the circum- 
stance alluded to by him, that in view of the extensive maritime commerce 
of the Union, it might escape the vigilance of the authorities, that any mer- 
chant vessel had sailed from any of the ports of this country, for the purpose 
of entering the waters of the Brazilian territories in an irregular manner, 
would have given to the undersigned some apprehension, if he were not cer- 
tain, as he is from the explicit declaration of His Excellency, that the Govern- 
ment of the United States, would not assume the responsibility of justifying 
such an act of aggression against the rights of Brazil, which would be a viola- 
tion of international law. 
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Robert C. Schenck, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 50 Rio de Janeiro, April 30, 1833. 

Sir; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Circular of the 
8*.** of March, ^ announcing your appointment as Secretary of State, and that 
you had entered upon the duties of the Office — 

Permit me to congratulate you upon this new, and distinguished proof of 
public confidence; and to express my earnest hope that you may find the per- 
formance of the duties of your post, in every way agreeable. 

On the 23^ instant, the “Water Witch” arrived in this port, bringing me 
despatch 19,^ from your Department, containing further instructions as to 
the negotiation of a treaty with Paraguay; and enclosing a copy of the 
appointment and authority given to Lieut. Comd’“ Thomas Jefferson Page, 
by which he was to be associated with M*^ Pendleton and myself in the joint 
commission for treating with that Government. But my 49^ has already 

» Despatches, Brazil, yol. 20. ^ 2 within the scope of this publication. 

® A very brief instruction containing nothing more than what is reviewed here, except an 
observation that it will probably not be in the public interest for Schenck to leave Rio de 
Janeiro under existing circumstances. 

^ * Not included in this publication. For Pendleton's journey to Asuncidn and his negotia- 
tion there, see volume i. 
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iaformed you of the diplomatic success of the United States in that quarter. 
M? Pendleton has anticipated these instructions, and fortunately accom- 
plished the great object of the special mission to Assumption. 

When the “Water Witch” arrived, I happened to be away on a trip of a 
few days into the interior. Lieut. Page, in my absence, addressed himself to 
M • Coxe, the Secretary of Legation, requesting that an application might be 
made to this Government, asking for its friendly offices, in case the survey 
and exploration of the affluents of the River La Plata, should be extended 
along any part of the boundary, or within the limits of Brazilian territory. 

I am not surprised that there appears to be a want of prompt and cordial 
cooperation on the part of this Government, in the objects of the “Water 
Witch’s ” expedition. Brazil is jealous, suspicious, blind ; and unable, or un- 
willing, to comprehend that her own interests may be advanced by any un- 
dertaking that does not originate with herself. The active and adventurous 
spirit of the people and Government of the United States, only excites in her, 
generally, a fear that there may be concealed, underneath the most pacific 
enterprize, some design of evil to her prosperity or possessions. 

I am, very respectfully [etc.]. 
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Francisco de Carvalho Moreira, Brazilian Minister to the United States, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ’• 

[translation] 

Washington, August jy, 1853. 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
His Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, has lately perceived that the idea, al- 
ready frequently promulgated, of sending an expedition to the Amazons, is 
being agitated by the press of this country in an extraordinary manner; he 
distinctly gathers from these various publications, i^S that some adventurers 
have contemplated the fitting out of steam vessels for the purpose of forcing 
an entrance into that river, in search of Peruvian and Bolivian ports, upon 
the plea that the respective governments of these two Republics have de- 
clared said ports to be free to foreign commerce. 

2^^ That these schemes of aggression against the territory of Brazil are so 
organized, and that the undertaking had so far advanced, that it has even 
been announced, that Lieutenant Porter, an officer of the American Navv. 



and much less to credit any of the circumstances attending the same, not- 
withstanding that said publications might be of an extraordinary character, 
— apprised as the Undersigned has been by the Hon*^’® Mr. Marcy, Secretary 
of State of the United States, of the facility with which the newspapers of 
this country are wont to publish exaggerated and incorrect notices, (having 
nothing to do with the acts of declarations of the government) — governed 
by these considerations, the Undersigned thought he ought not to take any 
official steps, in consequence of the publications alluded to, and he preferred, 
above all, to use all the means within his reach, in order to ascertain what 
amount of truth the notices in question possessed. 

By employing these means, certain information has come to the knowledge 
of the undersigned, to which unfortunately, said undersigned could not turn 
a deaf ear, unless such information could be neutralized by other and more 
satisfactory intelligence, or by data of a public character. The following is 
the information alluded to: i®* that a company is in fact in process of organi- 
zation in the city of New York, the president of which, or something to that 
effect, is a certain Mr. D. A. Graves, whose object is to lit out an expedition 
for the Amazons, whither he intends to go in spite of the prohibition of the 
Brazilian Government, in search of some Peruvian ports in the upper waters 
of that river. Of two steamers destined for this expedition, one is already 
completed, and the other is still in process of construction, if not constructed 
already. Lieutenant Porter is to be associated with this enterprise or to 
have command of its vessels. 

2diy That besides this enterprise, another is organizing in the aforesaid city 
of New York for the purpose of forcing the Amazon, and sail up the Madeira 
river as far as the Bolivian ports, upon the confluents of said river, the object 
of the enterprise being to earn the reward which the Government of that 
Republic has promised to the first steamer that should succeed in performing 
that journey. 

The person who figures as the leader or principal partner, in this last enter- 
prize, is a certain Mr. J. D. Williamson; a steamer of 150 tons being already 
constructed and ready to sail ; to this information there is added the circum- 
stance that the adventurers have purchased an armament for the purpose of 
repelling by force, any obstacle they might have to encounter on the part of 
the Brazilian authorities, in the course of their expedition. 

There is one circumstance connected with this intelligence, the serious 
character of which only, could have induced the Undersigned to mention it 
in this statement to the Hon Secretary of State; and that is the command of 
Mr. Graves’s steamers as attributed to Lieutenant Porter; for even though 
the Undersigned had not entertained every confidence in the principles of 
justice and the sentiments of integrity which the Government of the United 



Marcy was pleased on a similar occasion, to say to the undersigned, in his 
note of the 20*1* of last April ^ the Undersigned could not, without appearing: 
ungrateful for such plausible intentions on the part of the Government of the 
Union, admit the possibility of a leave being granted to an officer of the 
American Navy, to enable him to take the command of an exi)edition, tend- 
ing to infringe upon the laws of Brazil and to a violation of her territory, of 
which her rivers are an integral part. 

The fact of such leave being granted, with a knowledge of the cause, (if it 
were true) thus throwing the mantle of official protection over this criminal 
expedition would be the means of shaking that abiding conlldenc^e which the 
Undersigned entertains, with regard to the sincerity of those prai.se worthy 
sentiments and principles; and thus the Undersigned cannot admit the cor- 
rectness of this fact, and hopes that the Hon Secretary of State will be 
pleased to enlighten him in that respect, and strengthen the reawsons he has 
for disbelieving in so extraordinary an announcement. 

But as regards to the fact of the two projected expeditions, that of Mr. 
Graves for the interior ports of Peru, and that of Mr. Williamson for those of 
Bolivia, and both intended for the Amazon and its confluent streams in the 
territory of Brazil, the Undersigned having no cause for doubting the verac- 
ity of its existence, he deems it to be his imperative duty, to address himself 
to the Honorable Secretary of State, denouncing to His Excellency, the.se 
schemes of invasion and hostility set on foot in New York against the Bra- 
zilian Empire, which a mistaken spirit of enterprise, and an immoderate 
thirst for lucre, will no doubt carry into effect, if the government of the 
United States in its wisdom, and with that sense of justice by which it is 
governed, does not immediately adopt proper measures to i)rcvent and frus- 
trate the same. The Undersigned will not pretend to suggest to the Hon 
Secretary of State what means should be employed against these illegal 
attempts which threaten to place the indisputable rights of Brazil in jeop- 
ardy This would be to call in question the enlightened understanding which 
IS at the head of His Excellency’s government; but the Undersigned feels 
very certain, that the laws of the United States cannot but Jiave f.)een so 
framed as to provide the means for preventing friendly nations from being 
outraged in this manner by American citizens, and that H. E, with official 
appliances at his disposal, will not fail to employ such as may be most effec- 
tive for preventing a violation of the law of nations, and to avoid an unjusti- 
hable outrage against the Government of Brazil. And the Undersigned is 
the more iDersuaded of this, because the Hon Secretary of State, in his note 
a ready alluded to, gave him such positive assurances that the proper author- 
ities of this country, would not knowingly consent to the departure of any 



signed had the honor of receiving from the Hon Mr. Marcy. 

And although the Undersigned feels equally certain, as the Hon Mr. Marcy 
was likewise pleased to state to him, that even in the case of some merchant 
vessel escaping the vigilance of the authorities, should sail from any of the 
ports of this country, with a view of entering, in an irregular manner, the 
waters belonging to the territory of Brazil, the Government of the United 
States should not assume the responsibility of justifying such an attempt, 
yet such is the scandal which these two projected expeditions have created 
in the face of the law of nations, and such may be their consequences, that 
leaving it to Mr. Marcy’s enlightened judgment and sense of justice, duly to 
appreciate the same, the Undersigned merely asks H. E. to adopt proper 
measures, and he relies upon the well-founded hope that they will be ad- 
vantageously employed by the government of the Union and this unjust and 
unexpected outrage against a friendly nation, be averted. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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Robert C. Schenck, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 73 Rio de Janeiro, August 23, 1853. 

Sir: While at Montevideo, in the first week of this month, I had com- 
munication with the Government of Uruguay, that I might ascertain pre- 
cisely the condition of the question there in regard to our treaty of the 28.*’* 
of August 1852. 

The treaty has not been ratified; but probably will be, notwithstanding 
the time, which was nine months, limited for the exchange of ratifications, 
having expired. The regular Annual Session of the Legislative Chambers 
(the Sala) which commenced in February, closed about the middle of last 
month. They adjourned without any action on the subject. Changes in 
the Ministry, financial difficulties, and pressing matters connected with the 
home policy and legislation of the Republic, are assigned as reasons for this 
postponement. The treaty was, however, referred to the proper committee ; 
and will be reported, and voted upon, I was assured, at a future session. 
The next session of the Chambers, I was privately told by the President 
himself, would be now very soon — perhaps the present month, or in Septem- 
ber — as he had resolved to convoke them for special purposes; and among 
other subjects, at this extra session, he would submit again, for consideration, 
the treaty with the United States, and urge immediate concurrence in it. 

> Despatches, Brazil, vol. 20 . 
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President Giro is evidently and very sincerely desirous for the ratification ; 
and as well also for the subsequent entire adoption of the Additional 
Article” relating to full and equal rights of navigation. 

It is that important navigation article appended to the treaty, which has 
been, more than any thing else I believe, the occasion of some hesitation and 
doubt as to the final ratification by the Legislature. There is a party in 
Uruguay, and which is represented in the Sala, much under the influence, 
or fear rather, of Brazil. And Brazil desires to see no other nation admitted, 
among her neighbors, to equal privileges with herself. She has been exceed- 
ingly anxious to impress, if she could, upon all the other South American 
States, her policy of making no treaties with the other and principal powers 
of the world in Europe and North America. She connects with this also, a 
vain ambition to establish a sort of protectorate over these Spanish American 
republics; hoping that while controlled and directed by her, in their relations 
towards other nations, they may be kept at the same time in a degree of sub- 
jection to herself. At every point, however, thus far, on the River Plate 
and its waters, we have succeeded in effectually foiling these illiberal pur- 
poses and attempts of the Imperial Government. 

In the Oriental Republic, whatever there is now of Brazilian influence, 
depends on the advantage obtained by advances of money, and obligations 
secured, during the alliance of 1851, which resulted in the overthrow of 
Oribe, and in putting an end to the long siege of Montevideo. Uruguay is 
recovering, however, from the poverty and exliaustion of her resources, 
which were the consequences of protracted civil war; and she may hope, with 
continuance of peace, to emerge from her fiscal embarrassment, and to be- 
come truly as well as nominally independent. There is at heart no love, 
but the strongest prejudice, between her population and the Brazilian people; 
and the Uruguayans well understand, that as to their country particularly, 
this Government has never given up the hope of extinguishing one day yet 
its nationality, and recovering possession of the whole Banda Oriental, so as 
to round out the territory of the Empire, by going again to the River Plate 
for a Southern boundary. 

But supposing our treaty with Uruguay to be ratified on her part, as I 
believe it will be, after this lapse of months beyond the time limited, what will 
the United States do? I could give no information or assurances to President 
Giro, or to M- Berro, the present Minister of Foreign Affairs. All I know 
yet myself is, that, by the Annual Message of President Fillmore in Decem- 
ber last, it appears that this treaty had been submitted by him to the 
Senate, (as I was before informed by M^ Everett’s 17 Ht would be) ; but 



whether it met with favorable or unfavorable notice, or no notice at all, in 
that body, I have never been able to ascertain ; nor has any information been 
communicated to Pendleton, my colleague in the negotiation. 

This, you will admit, was rather a mortifying ignorance for me to confess. 

I take the liberty of suggesting, that if the treaty has been, or is likely to 
be ratified by our Senate, it may be an advantage to instruct the Charg6 
d’Affaires of the United States to the Argentine Confed'^ration, immediately, 
on that point; and also that a proposition should be made to exchange, 
through that Agent, the ratifications at Montevideo, there being no Uru- 
guayan representative at Washington, or any where conveniently near the 
United States. 

I have suggested to the Government at Montevideo, that that would 
probably be the course pursued. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Robert C. Schenck, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 74 Rio de Janeiro, August 24, iSsj. 

Sir: While engaged in the duties of my special Mission at Buenos Ayres, I 
received and answered, among other communications from the Provisional 
Director, two Notes which I deem of sufficient interest and importance to be 
reported to you. 

One conveyed an invitation from Plis Excellency, to take up my residence 
outside of the city, in order to escape the licentious abuse within, to which 
the foreign diplomatic agents were continually subjected; and the other had 
relation to the admissibility of a threatened blockade of the other ports of 
the Confederation, by the squadron which Buenos Ayres had come into 
possession of, by the defection of the Argentine Commodore Coe. 

My replies, on both occasions, were made, I trust, with proper judgment 
and discretion. 

I submit to you herewith copies of these Notes, and of my answers to them, 
marked B'^^, and 
I have the honor [etc.]. 

the Treaty, and congratulating Schenck on the successful conclusion of the negotiation, the 
instruction contains nothing important. 

» Despatches, Brazil, vol. 20. 

* The latter two of these four notes follow: 

Angel Elias, Secretary to the Provisional Director, to Robert C. Schenck, 
United States Minister to Brazil 





Robert C Schench, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the Umted States ^ 

Rio de Janeiro, September if, 1853. 

Sir: The last mail from Buenos Ayres has brought a singular document 
from that province, denying the validity of the treaties concluded, at San 
Jos6 de Flores and at Sa n Jos6,^ with the Argentine Confederation. 

the Government of the Argentine Confederation of the naval forces which maintain the 
blockade of the port of Buenos Ayres. 

This fact may lead to serious consequences; although it is very far from weakening the 
measures of war taken against the rebel city or from dampening the ardor of the soldiers 
who sustain the Constitutional cause of the Argentine Confederation. It is presumable 
that it is intended to employ those ships to disturb the tranquillity of the littoral peo- 
ples, and against the established ports of the Republic. „ r 

But His Excellency the Director trusts that Your Excellency will use the influence ol 
your position, as also the arms which your Government has at its command in the Rio 
de la Plata, to avoid any possible hostilities in the name of authorities which Your 
Excellency does not, and cannot recognize. 

There can not exist in any country two entities at the same time which represent its 
sovereignty, and exercise in a contrary sense the attributes derived from it. For _Your 
Excellency, the sovereignty of the Argentine Confederation resides in the authority of 
His Excellency the Director, to whom you have been accredited; and for that reason the 
naval forces of the Government of Your Excellency have recognized the blockade which 
is today raised by the hand of treason. 

Emphasizing these considerations. His Excellency the Provisional Director hopes that 
he being the only authority competent to commission ships bearing the Argentine flag 
to engage in war, Your Excellency will prevent, as illegal, all hostile acts which the ships 
seized by the rebel Government of the city of Buenos Ayres may exercise in the Rio de 
la Plata and its affluents, open to the free navigation of all trading vessels not only by 
decree of the Director, but by the recent declarations of the Congress of the Confederation . 

I have the honor of communicating the above to Your Excellency by direction of His 
Excellency the Director, assuring you of my highest respect and consideration. 


Robert C. Schench, United States Minister to Brazil, to Angel Elias, Secre- 
tary to the Provisional Director 

D” Buenos Aires, June 27, 1853. 

The undersigned Envoy Extraordinary & Minister Plen’y of the United States, has 
received the Note addressed to him on the 24*** instant, by Snr Don Angel Elias, Secre- 
tary of H. E. the Provisional Director, referring to the crime of defection, by which the 
Argentine Confederation has been deprived of the Naval forces which were sustaining 
the blockade of the port of Buenos Ayres; and to the consequences which may follow 
that act; and the probable employment of those vessels against the other established 
ports of the Republic. 

Any such movement on the part of the belligerent party now in possession of the said 
vessels, with that, or any other Naval force, may make it necessary for the undersigned 
to consider and express hereafter his opinion upon the sufficiency and legality of au 
attempted blockade of those ports. But His Excellency will perceive the obvious 
propriety there is in the undersigned reserving his judgment until some distinct case 
arises, to be governed in his opinion and course by the particular circumstances and facts 
then existing. Any other position taken at present would be inconsistent with the strict 
neutrality, which it is the duty of the undersigned to maintain in the unhappy civil war 
between this city, and the Confederation to which the undersigned is accredited. 

But H. E. may be well assured that the undersigned will not regard without the 
deeped interest and concern, any movement which may be intended to interrupt or 
disturb the free navigation of the River La Plata and its affluents. 

pe undersigned avails himself of the occasion to renew to Sfir Don Angel Elias, 
and. throuffh him tn H F. i-he* Prr>Tr;o;r.r.ciI +1,,. u: f i. 


stipuianons containea m tnose treaties, i nave outainea ana i scnu yuu 
herewith a copy of the paper. 

By those who are well acquainted with all the facts, circumstances, parties 
and influencing motives, a publication like this will be regarded as simply 
ridiculous; or so far so, at least, as any thing can be considered ridiculous 
merely which embodies so much falsehood. As to the show of argument 
that is made, tried by the simplest principles of inter-national law, you will 
observe at once that the whole is but a tissue of fallacies, and founded upon 
inadmissable pretensions. My prediction is, that the whole movement will 
prove but “a tempest in a teapot,” exhausting itself when it shall have ac- 
complished the purposes of local and personal ambition and interest which 
it is intended to serve; but not unlikely outlasting the probably still briefer 
career of those who happen now to be temporarily at the head of affairs in 
Buenos Ayres. That province, it must be remembered, being involved in 
successive revolutions, its government is at present, and has been for some 
time, provisional only, as was & is that of the Confederation. And Lorenzo 
Torres and his confederates acting as an Executive Ministry, concealing 
their true opinions, would seize any pretext for getting up an excitement, to 
save their own heads in the political changes likely to occur there. 

But these observations are generalities, which are to be partly understood 
by reference to the former correspondence of M' Pendleton and myself with 
the department, and which, if necessary, we can either of us still more fully 
explain, by communication of particulars to you and to the President, when 
we arrive in Washington. 

In the mean time, however, I send you, with this, a paper I have hastily 
prepared, in the shape of a Memorandum ^ on this Protest, giving brief but 
specific denial or reply to the several statements and points which it contains. 
I put my comments in this form, at the request of M. de S* Georges, and Sir 
Charles Hotham, the French and British Ministers, who were in this city 
two days ago, when the publication from Buenos Ayres was received, and 
both left for Europe in the steam-packet to England yesterday. They were 
pleased to request that I would prepare such a condensed review of the 
extraordinary publication, as our short time would allow; and finding it to 
concur (as it did) with their own knowledge and notions on the subject, they 
would adopt it as the substance or basis of the explanation which they 
would themselves present, if any thing were required, to their respective 

i Not copied for thiy)ublication; its purport is shown in the despatch, and covers sixteen 
handwritten pages. To be read intelligently, the text of the protest would need to be at 
hand; it fills three long columns of newspaper print. 
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Governments, on their arrival in Paris and London. Their treaties and ours 
at San Jos6 de Flores, being identical, and signed at the same time, the sus“ 
taining of them against all objection was to be regarded as a common cause 
by the three countries. But neither of these Gentlemen, I may remark, has 
the slightest doubt as to the treaty being ratified and maintained by his 
Government, nor of the entire approval of the negotiation and its execution 
under the circumstances. It is presumed, however, that neither of the 
powers concerned will permit itself to be invited into a controversy, not with 
the Argentine Confederation, but, witli a single recusant province, whose 
separate nationality has not only never been recognized, but which even 
has not gone so far as to declare, or pretend to, independence. But in fact 
all the Nations would have cause to deplore the surrendering of treaties by 
which have been secured and perpetuated, with the broadest liberality, 
equal privileges and free competition to the commerce of the whole world. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

649 

Robert C. Schenck, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 79 Rio de Janeiro, September 26, 1853. 

Sir: On the last day of this Legislative session was passed and approved a 
law of some political interest. It is an act authorizing this Government to 
lend money to the Government of Uruguay, to sustain and help the latter 
through its financial difficulties. The amount of the loan is to be sixty 
thousand silver dollars per month, to be continued, at the discretion of the 
Emperor, for a period not exceeding one year — making the whole sum 
authorized $720,000. From the peculiar form in which this aid is to be 
extended, you will see that it is undoubtedly designed as another measure of 
Brazil for maintaining influence and control over one of the neighboring 
Republics. Please refer to what I said on this subject of Brazilian influence 
and interference, in my N^ 73.2 This present loan is a government measure, 
proposed as one of their first acts by the new Ministry, and, although warmly 
opposed and discussed for many days both in the senate and the Chamber 
of Deputies, was carried at last by an almost unanimous vote. In the same 
connection I may venture to state, as a pretty well ascertained fact, what has 
been openly charged by a senator in the debate, and is generally understood 
and believed in the diplomatic circle here, that the Minister from Monte- 


V/ii, Viun VJuaAH'l, lU UUH VIJI lUW K y Ui l»lUJ4U»iy. 


I have the honor [etr.]. 
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Francisco de ('arvalha Morcira, Frarilian .\fitiistcr to the United Slates, to 
Wiliiiim L. Many, St'ifetary of State of the t htited States ^ 

(tKAN'M AUuN'l 

\VAsiHN(;'roN, Octoherj, 

'Fhe UnciefKignett, hhivtiy hAtr.ionlin.iry and MiiiLsIcr I'lenipolentiary of 
II. M. the KinptTtvrof Hra/ilha.s had the lunu>r Us rereivi* the note of llie Hon 
W. L. Alart-y, Stvretary <sf State of the I’nited State.s, dated the of 
Septemlser huU,''’ in reply to that whieli the I hulersignet! liad adtIre.sKC<I to 
H. I‘h ufuler elate of tlie 15*^ of la.st AugiiNid N’'4 tlsis) inhsrniiiig the govern- 
ment fsf WaHlungttsn of certain expedititsnary .sc'henu'H gest up by advenlnnsuH 
nhipeswnerH of New York, witli a view to the Aina/.onsd and asking tliat 
pnsper meanures iniglit be adtipted for preventing and frustrating such illegal 
attempt H. 

Appreciating in the highest degree all that H. M.has been pleased to say in 
reply Us tlie I Indersigneti, in hi.s note aforesaid, with regard Us the principles 
of justice and friendly sentitnents, which sincerely actuate the govcrmueiit of 
the Uniteil States towar<ls the government of lira/il, it is [sroper bsr the 
UndersigruHi tts assure the I bin Mr. Marcy, that he never enter(aine<I any 
doubt as tti the practice of those praiseworthy prineiples, nor tpie.stioned the 
sincerity tif such estimahle sentimentH, on the part of the ( iovernment of the 
Union. On the contrary, his note of the 15*'* of August was conceivetl 
throughout in a spirit full of eotdideiiee, that (he governmetil of the United 
States would not fail to receive with the utmost goo<i will the reelamation of 
It Minister of a friendly power, against w hose right.s the pre.s.s was denouncing 
some eontemplatetl outrages, which the ofheial intervention of the govern- 
ment of the country, alone, could prevettf ancl uvoitl. It was Htill under the 
guidance of thbrntme spirit, that the Umlersigned, ho fur from admitting the 
fK>»iibility of there being niiy truth in what wat« then said, relative to the 
permisaitm granttHl to an odieer t>f the UiuuhI States Navy, to take command 
of one of those exiwHlitions, he, on the contrary, in Iuh note aforesaid, posi- 
tively MtgnifitM Ui the Hem Secretary of State, his entire reluctanee to credit 

* Nairn from Ilrajfil, vt>f. .y 

* The date; should Is* fhr .jad instrad t»f J.tnl, ulthmigh (lit* (niriwriiit btlloww thr fill* (ropy 

«f the and (he ktter faithfully folluws the I’ortugueie origimil. I'dr the dtx;u 

ment in etae*d«a ice alwvi, pt, m. dtie. 4H5. « Above, this nap, doe, fi,|0. 

Thii awkward construrtwn foltuwB the file copy of the tritnulattofi, uppitrettlly con 
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such a fact, expressing a hope that H. E. in enlightening him on the subject 
would thereby “strengthen the reasons which the Undersigned had for dis- 
believing such an extraordinary announcement.” 

So frank and explicit a declaration, seemed then to exclude the idea that 
the Undersigned could have entertained so much as a transient suspicion, 
relative to the truth of such a fact, as the Hon M*" Marcy, no doubt through 
mistake, appeared, otherwise, to suppose. 

And, in effect, seeing his anticipations thus realized, the Undersigned re- 
ceives with entire satisfaction the assurance which the Hon Mr. Marcy has 
just given him, in his last note, that the government of the United States, 
faithful to the dictates of justice, and the respect due to friendly nations, and 
conscious of the efficacy of its own laws and of the fidelity with which they 
will be executed, has made the necessary provisions and roused the vigilance 
of its agents, in order to prevent any violation of Brazilian territory, by 
means of such attempts as those which the Undersigned deemed it his strict 
duty to communicate to the Hon Secretary of State of the United States, in 
his note of the 15*^* of August. 

Relying upon so legitimate a belief, the Undersigned is likewise persuaded, 
that such provisions and the certainty of suppression on the part of the 
government of the United States, must contribute greatly to prevent similar 
enterprises from daring to set at defiance the punishment provoked by their 
rashness. 

Such are the sentiments which the Undersigned has the honor of expressing 
to the Hon Secretary of State, in reply to H. E’s note of the 23^* of Sep- 
tember last, and he is very much rejoiced to see, that the anxiety of the 
government of the Union, harmonizes with the duty which the Undersigned 
must perform, of maintaining the rights of Brazil unimpaired. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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Robert C. Schenck, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 82 Rio de Janeiro, October 4, 1853. 

Sir: You have been informed heretofore of an aoolication made to this 



the Empire. I beg you now to refer to the notes accompanying my N°.* 50 ^ 
and 54; and then to the further correspondence of which I enclose copies 
herewith — (A®.^ and 

I was so dissatisfied with the limited privilege conceded by the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs in his note of the 4**' of May, that immediately after my 
return from Buenos Ayres, on the 20^*^ of August, I addressed him again 
recalling the subject to his notice, as you see, in a more particular manner. 
I signified to him that I could hardly believe it possible that the Imperial 
Government, when placing the Water Witch in the same category with an 
ordinary merchant vessel, could have understood distinctly, or adverted to 
the fact, that the expedition was one purely scientific in its character, the 
results of which would be for the common benefit of all the world, and of 
advantage to no other country more than to Brazil. 

But I made no impression on the churlishness which reigns here. The 
change in the cabinet having taken place in the mean time, I received, after 
a month’s delay, a reply from the present Minister, by which you will perceive 
that the Imperial Government persists in its first ungracious refusal to permit 
the Water-Witch to ascend any of the rivers within its territories, except the 
Paraguay, and that river only as high as the port of Albuquerque. Above 
that point, I am reminded by the Minister that there has been no other port 
opened by Brazil to ‘Toreign commerce"', and therefore, I am admonished, 
that the river beyond can be accessible to no foreign vessel whatever. 

You will agree with me, I am sure, as to the fiimsiness of the reason as- 
signed, and the illogical argument with which it is sought to be sustained. 

It is true that the Minister very politely suggests, that although the Water 
Witch cannot be allowed to go higher than Albuquerque, and probably could 
not do so, if permitted, for want of sufficient depth of water, yet Lieutenant 
Page will not be prevented from pursuing his operations further, provided he 
will employ for that purpose boats of the country. But to this I have as 
politely answered, that the Government of the United States does not send 
out such an expedition without furnishing all the means necessary for its 
prosecution ; and as to his doubt about the Water-Witch being able to pro- 
ceed above the point indicated, I have begged leave to remark to His Ex- 
cellency that that is a question to be determined only by one of those practi- 
cal experiments which are among the objects of the expedition! 

The fact is, I consider it very doubtful whether the territorial possession 
of Brazil includes both sides of the river at Albuquerque. Bolivia claims 
title, and actually to hold, the right bank of the Paraguay, and to the middle 

‘See above, this part, doc. 645. The notes are not included in this publication; and 
neither is his No. sa. which, in addition to forwarding a copy of the Brazilian government’s 


established by treaty between Spain and Portugal. And Bolivia is cordially 
disposed to afford every privilege and facility to this surveying expedition. 

For this reason I was cautious, in my note of the 21®* of September, to 
commit myself no further than to engage, on the part of the United States, 
for a respectful observance of any rule established by Brazil in regard to 
that portion of any river which “flows entirely within her jurisdiction With 
a view, too, to what may become the Amazon question, I put in also the fur- 
ther saving clause, that it must be a river “having its sources within her 
territory." I suppose that this, if nothing else does, may provoke a reply 
to my last note. This Government is full of jealousy, suspicion and fear, 
on account of apprehended encroachments by our people, through both 
the rivers, Amazon and La Plata. 

I leave the subject thus with M • Trousdale. It is possible a more gracious 
answer may be sent after what I have last written has been considered. 

I have transmitted to Lieutenant Page copies of all the correspondence 
having relation to his expedition. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Antonio Paulino L. de Abreu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, to Robert 
C. Schenck, United States Minister to Brazil ^ 

[translation] 

C ^ Rio de Janeiro, October 5 , 1853. 

The undersigned, of the Council of His Majesty, the Emperor, Minister 
and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, has the honor to acknowledge 
receipt of the note which Mr. Robert C. Schenck, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of America, addressed to him, 
under date of the 21st ultimo, in reply to that of the undersigned, dated the 
i6th ultimo,® and, having brought it to the attention of His Majesty, the 
Emperor, is in position to reply to Mr. Schenck. 

Mr. Schenck is good enough to inform the undersigned in his note referred 
to that he will communicate to the President of the United States the account 
of the application which it was his duty to make to the National Authorities 
of Brazil, and the want of success which has attended that application. 
The undersigned begs that Dr. Schenck will permit him to refer to the reasons 
and considerations which he stated in his note of the i6th of September, and 
to express the hope cherished by the Imperial Government that the President 
of the United States will duly appreciate the justice of the principles on 

1 Despatches. Brazil, vol. 20, enclosed with Schenck to the Secretary of State, below, this 

nart. nor. fic-j ■' ' ' 


ment agreed without any hesitation to aid the mission of Lieutenant Page, 
commander of the steamer Water Witch of the United States Navy, by 
means which were compatible with the enforcement of the laws and regula- 
tions promulgated for the conservation of the interests of the country. 

In this conviction, the Imperial Government also hopes that Lieutenant 
Page, commander of the war vessel Water Witch has received instructions 
from his Government to respect the jurisdiction which the Government of 
Brazil has on the Paraguay River and on some of its important tributaries, 
which not only rise in Brazilian territory, but the courses of which lie entirely 
in it, as well as the jurisdiction which it has on two other tributaries of less 
importance, which rise in Bolivia, but which cannot be navigated without 
passing through others entirely subject to the jurisdiction of the Empire, 
which owns both banks of the Paraguay up to Bahia Negra, which is situated 
far below Albuquerque, the only port which the Imperial Government has 
judged it advisable to establish up to the present. 

The undersigned renews to Mr. Schenck [etc.]. 
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Robert C. Schenck, United States Minister to Brazil, to Antonio Paulino L. de 
A breu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil ^ 

D®® Rio de Janeiro, October f, 1853. 

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the United States, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note of 
H. E. Antonio Paulino Limpo de Abreu, of the Council of H. M. the Em- 
peror, Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, dated the 5*^* 
Instant,® in answer to that which the undersigned addressed to His Excel- 
lency on the 2i®‘ of last month. 

In reply, the undersigned has to state, that he has communicated to his 
Government full and complete copies of all the correspondence between 
himself and the Imperial Government, in relation to the surveying expedition 
of the Water Witch, and the undersigned doubts not but that the President 
of the United States will give fair and just consideration to the motives and 
reasons assigned for the resolution of the Imperial Government in this 
matter. The President will also duly appreciate the co-operation which 
has been extended to the enterprise of Lieutenant Page, by such means as 
the Imperial Gov» has considered “only compatible with the execution of 
the laws and regulations promulgated with a view to consulting the inter- 
ests of this country.” 


Paraguay is the only one which she has opened to foreign commerce, slie will 
therefore not consent that the steamer Water Witch, sent by the United 
States on a purely scientific expedition, shall ascend above that point. 

As to the particular instructions which Lieutenant Page may have re- 
ceived, or been directed to observe, in the prosecution of the service in which 
he is engaged, the undersigned is not informed, and cannot answer. But the 
undersigned is very confident that whether in relation to his respecting what 
may appear to be the proper jurisdiction and territorial possession of Brazil, 
or any other thing connected with the due performance of his duties, no in- 
structions have been given to that officer which are not perfectly consistent 
with a just regard for the rights and dignity of the Imperial Government, 
with which the Government of the United States desires ever to maintain 
the most friendly relations. 

The undersigned avails himself of the occasion [etc.]. 
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Robert C. Schenck, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Matey, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 83 Rio de Janeiro, October 7, 1853. 

Sir: . . . Among other matters upon which I may be able to give some 
possibly useful information, is the state of feeling here in regard to the 
opening of the navigation of the river Amazon. I do not know what in- 
structions on the subject have been given to my successor; but I am satlsfiexl 
that a time is approaching, and influences are at work, which may likely 
render successful ere long a judicious movement upon that question. I have 
not been able hitherto to make an impression on this Government favorable 
to a liberal view and appreciation of the interest that Brazil has in such free 
navigation; but I have had much and free conversation with many Brazilian 
citizens, private persons and officials; and I find a considerable number 
among them well disposed towards so progressive a measure. Just at this 
moment, and especially within a few days past, there has been an unusual 
degree of excitement on the subject, occasioned by the republication of 
articles from the press of the United States, which I have caused to be 
furnished to the Editor of one of the Journals of this city; and the discussion 

> Despatches, Brazil, vol. 20. 

The omitted portion relates to his audience, granted upon his taking leave. 



thus produced is enlightening the public mind, and preparing it to sustain 
and demand a policy that would open the interior of this great Empire, with 
its abundant resources, to the commerce of the world. In the mean time 
there remains a great jealousy and fear to overcome, on the part of a large 
portion of the Brazilian population and their Government, who believe, or 
affect to believe, that it is conquest and not trade that the people of the 
United States desire. 

As I predicted the other day, in my No. 82,1 my allusion to Brazilian juris- 
diction. upon the rivers at the south, in my last note in relation to the sur- 
veying expedition of the Water Witch, has brought another reply from the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. I had supposed, however, it would be reserved 
for IVI *■ Trousdale. I send copies of the Ministers note and my answer to it 
(marked and This I presume closes the correspondence. You 

will observe that this Government feels where the weak point is, by its vol- 
unteering to assert and defend its possessions on both banks of the Paraguay 
down to and below Albuquerque, when my remark, in my note of the 21**^ of 
September,^ was only general, and I had written nothing whatever on that 
particular question! 

I h-ave the honor [etc.]. 
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[enclosure] 

M 2 Minute of interview of October 28, 1853.^ 

On this 28^^ day of October 1853 I met the Brazilian Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs at his chambers, by appointment, and had with him an interview of 
about an hour and a half upon matters affecting the Governments of the 
United States and Brazil. I stated as a change in the ministry had recently 
taken place, in Brazil, I had no knowledge of what the sentiments of the 
Government now were on the subject of treating with the Government of 
the U. States; the late Ministry had been opposed to that measure, but 
hoped that this might view the subject differently. 

I was told that the present Government of Brazil entertained similar views 
to the one just gone out, upon the subject of treaties, and would pursue the 
same policy, legislating in such a manner as to place all nations on the same 
footing. 

I stated that the commerce of the Governments of Brazil and the United 
States with each other was considerable; that we had purchased of the 
Coffee of Brazil the last fiscal year more than ten millions dollars worth, 

^ Above, this part, doc. 651. 
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to Brazil commodities to between two and three millions only, on which we 
had paid a high duty; that their Consuls in the United States were placed 
upon a footing with those of the most favored nations, while our interests in 
Brazil were at the discretion of that Government, and that our people were 
often subjected to wrongs, hardships and delays without the means of re- 
dress; that we wished a treaty of amity, commerce and navigation, distinctly 
laying down our rights. 

I was told that if they treated with us, the Government of Great Britain, 
they had every reason to believe & fear, would not only ask for one also, but 
would insist on it, without revoking the bill introduced by Lord Aberdeen in 
1845, containing a clause giving the British the right to search vessels under 
Brazilian colors on the sea, and against which bill the Brazilian Government 
at that time protested, and for this reason a treaty with the United States 
had always been delayed or prevented. I insisted that this was a matter 
of our own, and that I thought our measures should be taken regardless of 
Great Britain, and that such a reason for refusing a treaty with the U States 
was insufficient. 

I then stated that the Navigation of the Amazon was an object of much 
interest with the people of the United States; that they had commercial rela- 
tions with several of the Spanish Republics situated on the head waters of 
the Amazon, and that they wished to carry on that trade upon the waters of 
that great River, and that we desired to do so by the free consent of the 
Brazilian Government; but in the meantime we did not place our right to 
navigate that stream upon the ground of a treaty, but that we viewed it as a 
natural right, as much so as to navigate the Ocean, and that the law of 
Nations and the practice under it as adopted by the Confederated Sovereigns 
of Europe assembled in convention at Vienna, in 1815, and still acted upon, 
was a case in point. 

In answer to this I was told that the Brazilian Government considered 
that they had a right to exclude all nations from the navigation of that 
river, or that portion of it running through the Empire, with the exception 
of those republics at its head waters, and even they could be excluded, unless 
some agreement had been entered into— I asked whether to restrict, 
would not be as far as they ought to go in that case? to which I was answered,' 
that they could exclude us from its use. However His Excellency requested 
that as these were grave questions, that I would make a note of them in 
writing, and he would lay it before his Government for consideration, and 
here the interview ended. ^ 

memorLta'^^s ^^6, he identifies the 
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Sir: ... I addressed a note to the Secretary of Foreign Affairs, on the 
24*?^ October last, asking a personal interview with him on matters connected 
with my mission; His Excellency replied to my note, on the 26*1‘ ulto. ap- 
pointing the 28®.^ ulto. at 12 o’clock at his residence, for the meeting; I send 
copies marked 8c JJ} At the time appointed, I attended accompanied 
by the Secretary of Legation, Jones, who acted as interpreter on the 
occasion; the Secretary of Foreign Affairs was attended by his chief-clerk 
Joaquin Maria Nascenes de Azambuja; directly on my return to the Lega- 
tion, I reduced the conversation to writing of which I send you a copy marked 
M.2? At the conclusion of this interview, Flis Excellency remarked that 
these were important matters, which we had been discussing, and requested 
me to reduce my propositions to writing, so that he could lay them before 
the Government, which he would do with much pleasure; accordingly on the 
31®.* of October last I sent to the office of the Secretary of Foreign Affairs, the 
note and statement, copies of which you will find marked N? & O? This 
statement was intended to contain what I had said in the interview with the 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs, and nothing more; nothing further on this 
subject has transpired; you will see from these copies that the Government 
of Brazil, is still unwilling to treat with us, and that the policy of the new 
Ministry will be similar to that, of those, who have recently retired from 
office; you will' also perceive that the Government of Brazil contend for the 
right to exclude the United States, and all other countries, from the Naviga- 
tion of the River Amazon, as they have heretofore done; in my interview 
with the Secretary of Foreign Affairs, I claimed for the United States, under 
the law of Nations, and by the practice in Europe, the right without treaty, 
to navigate the River Amazon, for the purpose of Commercial intercourse 
with the Spanish Republics located on the head-waters of that River; this 
claim appeared rather to disconcert the Brazilian gentlemen, and called forth 
the request to reduce my position to writing for the consideration of the 
Government of Brazil. 

I am, Sir, [etc.]. 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 21. 

2 Since the purport of these two notes is clearly indicated in the despatch, they have not 
been included in the present publication. 

® Above, this part, doc. 655. 
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Francisco de Carvalho Moreira, Brazilian Minister to the United States, 
to William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, November 28, J8fj. 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
His Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, has learnt officially, that in consequence 
of orders issued by the Department of State, to which the Plon W. L. Marcy 
Secretary of State of the United States, alluded in his note of the 23*^ of 
September last,® the Ex-Collector of the New York Custom-house has re- 
quested of the Brazilian Consulate in that city, datas and information, rela- 
tive to the projected expeditions to the Amazon, which the Undersigned had 
denounced to the government at Washington, in his note of the 15^*' of Au- 
gust,® requesting that measures might be adopted against such criminal 
attempts. 

The undersigned continues^ to harbor the intimate conviction that these 
expeditions, or any other speculating adventurers, so far from meeting with 
the least encouragement on the part of the government of the United States, 
would, on the contrary, be restrained in their plans of aggression against the 
territory of Brazil, with all the rigor of the laws of the country, whose aim is, 
to maintain the rights of friendly nations unhurt. 

But, as some time after the aforesaid note of the 23 of September, it hap- 
pened that another person was appointed in the place of the aforesaid col- 
lector, and as it is possible that the new functionary, in the midst of the 
various occupations appertaining to his laborious office, may not have paid 
attention to these instructions, issued previously to his appointment, and 
having relation to a special object, the Undersigned deems it his duty to 
address himself again to the Hon Mr. Marcy, begging H. E. to be pleased to 
renew to the present Collector the orders which had been transmitted to his 
predecessor, in the execution of which, the supervening change aforesaid 
may have occasioned some involuntary neglect. 

Besides this motive, there is the additional reason of its having been an- 
nounced a few days since, in two newspapers of this country, the Baltimore 
"Sun” of the 19th instant, that a company has been organized in New York, 
with a capital of $100,000 there being already in process of construction and 
almost completed, a steamer that is destined for the upper waters of the 
Amazon. This fact, which is moreover very probable, taking into considera- 

‘ Notes from Brazil, vol. 3. 

=* This evidently refers to the note of September 22, 1853, above, pt. in, doc. 48'i. 

® Above, this part, doc. 6^5. - -r 

* This word "continues” is not in the translation, apparently made contemooraneouslv in 


appears to the undersigned to deserve the serious attention of H. E. in order 
that the executive authorities may keep it in view, in the adoption of ulterior 
measures; to which authorities, the Undersigned hopes, the Hon Mr. Marcy 
will be pleased to transmit his determination, and point out any other meas- 
ures the wisdom of the government of Washington may think proper to take 
in order to deprive such enterprises of every pretext they could possibly set 
up. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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Francisco de Carvalho Moreira, Brazilian Minister to the United States, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, January i6, 1854. 

The Commander Carvalho Moreira, Minister of Brazil, presents his com- 
pliments to the Honorable W. L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United 
States, and has the honor of transmitting to H. E. an authentic copy of the 
Despatch of November 7, 1853, which, by order of his government, he has 
already communicated to H. E. at the interview of the 12*’^ instant. 

The Minister of Brazil avails himself of this occasion, [etc.]. 
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Antonio Paulino L. de Ahreu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, to William 
L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States 

Rio de Janeiro, November 7, iSfj. 

The Treaties on the free navigation of the Rivers Parana and Uruguay 
concluded at S Jos6 de Flores, on the 10*^’^ of July of the present year by 
General Urquiza, as provisional Director of the Argentine Confederacy, with 
the Plenipotentiaries of England and of France, and on the 27^*^ of the same 
month, with the Plenipotentiary of the United States, called for the protest 
of the 31®* of last August, on the part of the Government of Buenos Ayres,* 
which was transmitted with a separate note, to the Government of Her 
Britanic Majesty, to the Emperor of the French, and to the President of the 

> Notes from Brazil, vol. 3. 

2 This protest is appended to a note of September 30, 1853, from the Minister of Foreign 


United States, as the government of His Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, our 
august Sovereign, was informed, by the Minister and Secretary of State of 
the Department of Government of Foreign relations of the Province of 
Buenos Ayres, in a note dated the 31®* of the same month of August enclosing 
a copy of the treaties alluded to and another of the protest aforesaid. 

After this, the Government of Buenos Ayres published, under date of the 
28*'' of September last, a Memorandum the object of which was to confirm 
and to set forth the principles upon which the protest was founded, and to 
insist upon the justice of the conclusions established therein- You will 
find, accompanying this, the documents to which I refer. 

I deem it my duty to call your attention to the stipulations contained in 
articles 6*^ and 7**^ of the treaties. These stipulations if not rationally 
understood, according to the imprescriptive rules of justice and the principles 
of universal public law, may prove detrimental to the rights which Brazil 
possesses as a Sovereign Nation; and, for this reason, it is important not to 
allow them to pass unnoticed, in order that they may never be cited as prece- 
dents, subscribed to and recognized by the Government of H. M. the Emperor . 

The 5*^ article says — “The high contracting parties, considering that the 
Island of Martin Garcia may, on account of its position, embarass and pre- 
vent the free navigation of the confluents of Rio da Prata, agree to use 
their influence, in order that the possession of said island shall not be kept nor 
maintained by any State of Rio da Prata, or of its confluents which has not 
given its adhesion to the principle of free navigation.” 

The Government of H. M. the Emperor does not believe that, in the provi- 
sion of this article, the Government of the United States has had in view to 
deprive of the sovereignty of the Island of Martin Garcia, one of the two 
States of Rio da Prata, which may dispute the same, viz, — the Province of 
Buenos Ayres and the Oriental Republic of Uruguay; and even less docs it 
believe that said government will exercise its influence, in order that the 
sovereignty of the island in question shall devolve upon a European power, 
or upon the United States of North America, in the supposition that neither 
of the states of Rio da Prata or of its confluents, should wish to adhere to the 
principle of the free navigation of their inland rivers. 

The injustice, in that case, would be as manifest as it would be scandalous. 
The states of Rio da Prata and its confluents have the power to grant or to 
refuse the navigation of their inland rivers, to those nations that are not on 
the borders. It is a right that belongs to them and which they can exercise, 
regarding only their interests and circumstances. To pretend that the 
preservation of a right must rest upon the fulfilment of a forced obligation, 
which is not conventional in favor of other nations, and moreover, to threaten 
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to those principles of sound policy which govern the actions of the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 

The 6*^ article provides as follows — “ If it should happen (What may God 
forbid) that there is war between any of the States, Republics or Provinces of 
Rio da Prata, or of its confluents, the navigation of the rivers Parand and 
Uruguay, shall remain free to the merchant flags of all nations. There shall 
be no exception to this principle, save with regard to ammunitions of war, 
such as, arms of all kind, powder, lead and cannon balls.” 

The Government of H. M. the Emperor takes it for granted that this provi- 
sion is only obligatory upon the government of those states that have been 
parties to the treaty. 

Because the Imperial government cannot renounce the right which be- 
longs to Brazil as a Sovereign nation, to exercise the right of blockade, with- 
out restriction of places, in all cases when (which May God never allow to 
happen) the exercise of such right is authorized by the principles of the law 
of nations, and by the practice of nations. 

The Government of Brazil, however, has already shewn that it will never 
resort to this means, so injurious to the commerce of neutrals, and sometimes 
of doubtful efficacy, except when it cannot absolutely avoid it, or when it is 
necessary for the vindication of its rights. The remembrance of the war 
which the Government of Brazil was obliged to sustain against the Dictator 
Rosas, must be yet fresh in the memory. This war terminated gloriously for 
Brazil and her allies, without the measure of blockade having been resorted 
to, at any time. It is a precedent which does us honor, and which is also a 
proof and a guaranty of the liberal and just policy that the Government of 
H. M. the Emperor would pursue in similar cases. 

Finally the 7*'' article says — "The power is expressly reserved to H. M. the 
Emperor of Brazil, and to the governments of Paraguay, of Bolivia and of the 
Oriental State of Uruguay, to become parties to the present treaty, in case 
they should be disposed to apply the principles of said treaty, to those parts 
of the rivers Parand Paraguay and Uruguay in which they respectively 
possess fluviatic rights.” 

Setting aside the additional article of the preliminary Peace Convention 
of August so^*" 1828, the Government of the United States knows that by the 
18*^ article of the Convention of May 29^’* 1851, and by the article 14, of the 
Convention of November 21®* of the same year, it is stipulated and ac- 
knowledged that the Empire of Brazil, the Argentine Confederacy, and the 
Oriental Republic of Uruguay, have a right to the free navigation of the rivers 


duce no change in the same, and that, consequently the exerice of the rights 
recognized in the Empire, by former compacts, cannot be subjected to new 
conditions introduced without the voice and without the consent of the 
Imperial Government. 

Such, Monsieur le Ministre, is the opinion of the Government of FI. M. the 
Emperor, concerning the treaties I have alluded to, and it is proper that you 
should thus state it to the government of the United States. l£ndeavoring 
to obtain for that purpose a conference with the Secretary of State, to whom 
you may give a copy of this despatch. 

May God have you in his keeping. 
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Antonio Paulino L. de Abreu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, to the 

Diplomatic Corps ^ 

[circular — ^translation] 

Rio de Janeiro, January ip, 18^4. 

The Undersigned, Minister and Secretary of State for foreign affairs, has 
been directed by H. M. the Emperor, His August Sovereign, to make the 
following communication to the Diplomatic Corps. 

When, by the Preliminary Convention of Peace concluded between the 
Empire of Brazil and the Argentine Republic, on the 27 of August 1K2H, the 
new State, which took the name of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay, was 
created, the necessity of foreign intervention and protection, for the purjiose 
of consolidating peace, and of establishing and maintaining a regular govern- 
ment in that country, was recognized by the two High contracting Parties, 
and by Great Britain who took part in those agreements. 

In that convention, various stipulations were adopted, the object of whii'h, 
was to provide for the necessity which had been recognized. By tlu; 4“'’* 5*'' 
and 6**' articles, provision was made for the free election of Representatives, 
and the formation of a provisional government by them; the y*"'' articles im- 
posed upon them the obligation of forming a political constitution, which, 
before being sworn, was to be examined by Commissioners of the Contracting 
Governments; theq*’" article sanctioned the absolute and perpetual oblivion 
of all previous acts and opinions; and finally by the article, there was 
stipulated the intervention of the contracting governments, during five years, 
in favor of the legitimate government, whenever the pulilic safety and 
tranquillity might be disturbed by Civil War. 



The civil war, which was apprehended, appeared; But, in as much as the 
intervention was to be the collective action of the two contracting govern- 
ments, as the means for carrying out the same had neither been provided for 
nor defined, and as the views of those whose duty it was to effect it, did not 
harmonize, In consequence of the well known projects of the Dictator Rosas, 
from the moment that he assumed the government of Buenos Ayres, the 
intervention did not take place, and the civil war assumed the aspect and 
produced the complications, which gave cause for the mediation of France 
and of England in 1842, and the intervention of those two powers since 1845. 

The sufferings which this lamentable state of things entailed upon Brazil, 
at last became intolerable. 

The constant agitation in which her southern frontiers were kept, obliged 
the government to maintain considerable forces there, on a footing of war, 
at an enormous expense and sacrifice. 

Brazilians established, in great numbers, in the Oriental State, were vexed 
and oppressed in their persons, and ruined in their properties. 

The Political interest that Brazil had and continues to have in the preserva- 
tion of the independence of the Oriental State, which had been compromised 
during all this time, was already on the point of being lost. 

As the acme of so many evils, the absorption of the Oriental State by the 
Dictator Rosas, placed the Empire in danger of immediate war, a war which 
was already announced, and which was absolutely inevitable. 

In this situation, the Brazilian Government resolved to adopt precaution- 
ary measures, and organized for that purpose, the coalition of 1851, which 
liberated the Oriental State, and put an end to the tyranny of D JoaoManoel 
de Rosas in Rio da Prata. 

The Oriental State, although entering upon the enjoyment of its liberty, 
found itself in a deplorable condition. 

The country had been devastated and the City of Montevideo had sacri- 
ficed all that a people can sacrifice, during her long and heroic defense. 
The population had been so much reduced, that the Republic hardly num- 
bered one hundred and thirty thousand inhabitants. 

The raising of cattle which is the only business carried on there, was almost 
completely ruined, in consequence of the destruction of cattle. 

Capital had disappeared. 

Habits of industry were forgotten. 

The public domain and the public revenue had been for a long time 
alienated; a relatively enormous debt weighed upon them, which had been 
contracted to the amount of more than forty millions of dollars, and a great 
portion of the population claimed from the government, subsistence, re- 
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of the pending questions between the two countries, as the means of elTecting 
a solid alliance, founded this alliance upon the same bases of the convention 
of 1828, developing the same more fully and completing them. By the 5*^*' 
and 6*^ articles of the treaty of Alliance of 1851, the cause which had rend- 
ered impracticable the intervention stipulated in the article of the 
convention of 1828, was removed. The action of the governnu'nt of Brazil 
was not left dependent upon the will of the Argentine governnu'nt; but, at 
the same time, the Argentine government was not excluded, nor was the 
position given to it by the convention of 1828 altered. 

The text of article 14 of the Treaty of Alliance of October 12, 1H51, reads 
thus — that the two high contracting parties shall invite the Argentine States 
to accede to the foregoing stipulations and to form part of the alliance on 
terms of the most perfect equality and reciprocity. Following thus, with 
scrupulous fidelity, the policy of the convention of 182H, Brazil freely gave 
that protection which she was allowed to extend to the Oriental State. Un- 
fortunately her intentions were not well appreciated by those' who assumed 
the direction of public affairs in that country, nor was the p(‘culiar position 
of the country well understood by them. The very treaty stipulations which 
guarantied the rights of all the inhabitants natives and forc'igiK'rs:— those 
which established the bases for the restoration of public credit, guaranties of 
peace and confidence in the future of the country, were still less appreciatc'd. 

It was during this state of things, that a political change took place in that 
country. The country seemed to accept this change, nor was an (‘Ifort rnadt' 
to sustain the cause of S*' D Juan Francisco Giro, for the Pn'sidcncy. 

Brazil did not consider herself obliged to assume the position for a principal 
party, for the purpose of undertaking an unjustifiable war, with a view of 
re-establishing that Presidency. 

It was so declared to S' Giro by order of the Imperial Government, when 
he requested the aid of troops from the Resident Minister of Brazil at 
Montevideo. 

After this declaration some of the leaders took up arms and threw them- 
selves into the midst of civil war. 

The arms of the Provisional Government triumphed at every point, wlu're 
they came in contact with those of their opponents, and the only result of 
this painful trial was the loss of many lives and no advantage to the cause of 
S' Giro. 

But during the three months that the struggle lasted, the condition of the 
Republic became considerably worse. 


cxuigiaiiLb WHO were wonx to come to settle m tne JK.epuDiic nave 
sought other destinations. 

Capital, which had began [^^c] to make its appearance, has again been with- 
drawn. 

Commerce is paralized. 

The revenues, otherwise scarce, are being wasted by means of onerous 
anticipations. 

The public debt is increasing more and more. 

The creditors of the State, among whom are to be found foreigners of 
various nations see the hopes of being paid, reduced. 

And what is probably worse than all, tlie passions and animosities of the 
community are becoming more and more embittered, on account of the 
proscription of men, the sequestrations of property, and violence of every 
kind. 

In this state of things, which is evidently compromising the national 
existence of that Republic, because it destroys all the elements of political 
and even of social life, the aid of Brazil, solicited, in the first instance for the 
purpose of placing S^. Giro in the Presidency, was afterwards requested by the 
Provisional Government, and invoked by all the peaceful inhabitants with 
[without?] any distinction of party. 

These requests were founded in the text of the Treaties of 1851, and the 
government of Brazil has its honor pledged to see the policy of these treaties 
carried out. 

In this case, her honor and her interest harmonize happily, not only with 
every sentiment of humanity, but also with the interests of all those nations, 
that have subjects or commercial relations in the Oriental Republic. 

The Brazilian Government, therefore, in view of the grave considerations 
which have been set forth, was induced to intervene in the affairs of the 
Oriental State. 

The Brazilian Government trusts that it will not have to employ its forces, 
except upon a requisition of the government of the Oriental State, but, under 
whatever circumstances it may be called upon to do so, its object will never 
be other than to secure the existence of the aforesaid State, — the exercise of 
the rights of all its inhabitants, — peace and the public welfare, and the 
establishment of a regular and lasting government, thereby carrying out the 
policy shadowed forth in the treaty of alliance of October 12, 1851. 

The Imperial Government thinks that this intervention, the justification 
of which is to be found in the convention of August 27, 1828, in the treaties 
of October 12, 1851, and in the Cardinal interests of the Empire, jeopardized 
by the constant agitation of Southern frontiers, and by other causes, will be 
received by the governments of friendly nations, as a fortunate occurrence 



for humanity afflicted by so many civil wars, and for commerce and naviga- 
tion which have been so continually and directly thwarted by that scourge. 

The government of Brazil seeks not to obtain, for itself, under any circum- 
stances, an undue predominacy [predominance?] in the Oriental State, and 
will leave the aforesaid State in the same position, which was assigned to it 
by the convention of 1828, and the treaties of 1851. 

The government of Brazil will therefore confine itself to re-establish and 
consolidate peace, and to solicit, guaranty, and aid in the establishment of 
order and of a regular and lasting government, which shall give guaranties to 
all the inhabitants, and present the bases for developing the elements of 
prosperity with which the country abounds, thereby acquiring conditions of 
solid and complete independence. 

The Government of Brazil does not aspire to any territorial increase, and 
considers and solemnly declares those to be the definite boundaries between 
the empire and the Oriental State, which have been fixed in the treaty of 
October 12, 1851. Finally, the only aim of the government of Brazil, In 
the policy it has prescribed for itself, being to save the Oriental State, to 
strengthen and to consolidate its independence, will not refuse the co-opera- 
tion of any power, that may wish to consult it, as to the means of achieving 
the ends proposed. 

The Undersigned hopes that Mr will forward this com- 

munication to his Government, as an evidence of consideration and deference 
on the part of the Imperial Government, and he avails himself of this oc- 
casion [etc.]. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to Antonio Paulino 
L. de Ahreu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil ^ 


I® Rro DE Janeiro, January 21, 1854, 

The undersigned Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenii)otentiary of 
the United States, has the pleasure of informing His Excellency Antonio 
Paulino Limpo de Abreo [Abreu], of the Council of His Majesty the Emperor, 
Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that he has received a 
copy of the Circular, bearing date the iq^’^ inst.^ relative to the Oriental 
Republic, issued by the Imperial Government of Brazil, which he will trans- 
mit to the Government of the United States with as little delay as practicable. 
The undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 


j Despa^hes, Brazil, vol. 21 , enclosed with Trousdale to the Secretary of State, below, 
tins part, doc. 662. 

* Above, this part. doc. 660. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No, 5 Rio de Janeiro, February 14, 1854. 

Sir : . . . I enclose you a copy of a Circular marked H® from the Secretary 
of Foreign Affairs, dated 19^^ ultimo,^ explaining the motives and giving the 
reasons for the interference of the Imperial Government in the affairs of the 
Oriental Republic, and a copy of my reply to the Secretary marked I?® 
I learn that the Imperial Government has invited the United States, Eng- 
land and France to assist them in this enterprise. . . . 

I have the honor to inform you that I went to the office of the Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs, about two weeks ago, to ascertain what action, if any, had 
been taken on the propositions I had submitted to the Brazilian Government 
in October last, on the subject of a Treaty, and the free Navigation of the 
River Amazon; the Secretary was not at his office; I saw his chief-clerk to 
whom I stated the object of my visit; he told me that my propositions had 
been submitted to the Council of State, and had been acted on by that body, 
and that the Chairman of the Council, Viscount de Parand had that day gone 
to Petropolis, where the Emperor was then residing to lay their action before 
His Majesty for his determination, and that I should on his return be ad- 
vised of the result. I was not satisfied with the assurance of the clerk; 
I went directly to the residence of the Secretary, found him at home, made 
known the object of my visit; to which his reply was the same as that of the 
clerk above stated; I stated to him that I should send a despatch to the 
Government of the United States shortly, and that it was my wish to know 
their determination as soon as practicable, that I might communicate it to 
my Government. In answer to which he stated, that the questions were 
important and should be well considered, but that I should be notified of their 
determination before the departure of the next Packet for England; to this 
answer I signified my assent, and took leave of His Excellency. I waited 
patiently expecting to be furnished with a final decision to those questions 
in time to send it by this despatch, but I regret to inform you that I have 
heard nothing from His Excellency on that subject since. From the diffi- 
culty that these questions present to the Government here, I entertain a hope 
that they may ultimately be rightly determined; it is evident that they are 
reluctant to determine them in the negative. . . , 

I have the honor, at the request of Sefior V. de Angelis, to enclose you a 
Pamphlet on the subject of Pepy’s Island,^ which it is the wish of M- de 
1 Desoatches. Brazil, vol. 21. 



history and locality of the Island from the Pamphlet; there seems to be some 
doubt among navigators as to the existence of this Island, but de Angelis 
fixes the latitude and longitude of it with great particularity. 

I am, Sir, [etc.]. 
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William Trousdale, United^States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Matey 
Secretary of State of the United States 

[extract] 

No. 6 Rio de Janeiro, March 14, 1854. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that nothing of much interest has 
happened here, since my despatch of the I4*l‘ ultimo 

The Government of Brazil remains silent upon the subject of the free 
navigation of the River Amazon; I have learned indirectly that the Council 
of State, advised the free navigation of that river; and in that shape it is still 
before the Emperor for his action, and has been for the last six weeks. This 
delay indicates some difficulty, which I doubt not is enhanced by the repeated 
rumors which arrive here, of an intended attempt to navigate the Amazon 
by a company in New York, without authority from any quarter. I am 
told that two regiments of Infantry are stationed at Pard, for the purpose 
of guarding the Amazon, against all such attempts. . . . 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 
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Francisco de Carvalho Moreira, Brazilian Minister to the United States, to 
William Z. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ® 

[translation] 

Washington, April is, 1834. 

The Commander Carvalho Moreii'a, Minister of Brazil, presents his com- 
pliments to the Honorable W. L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United 
States, and has the honor of enclosing to H.E. an authentic copy of the 
circular of the Minister of Foreign Relations of Brazil, dated the 19''’* of 
January last,^ of which he has already informed H. E. verbally, at the confer- 
ence of the ii‘^ instant. 

The Minister of Brazil avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 21. 2 Above, this part, doc, 662. 

Notes from Brazil, vol. 3, < See above, this part. doc. 660. 


No. 13 Rio oe Janeiro, June ig, 1854. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that it is said here, by persons who 
ought to know, that a decree has been issued and signed, by which the former 
contracts, with Ireneo Evangelisto de Souza, President of the Amazon 
Steam Navigation Company, have been annulled, the Government of Brazil 
giving the said Company annually the sum of 450 Contos de reis, as a com- 
pensation for the same, for the period of 20 years; it is supposed their object 
is to open the Navigation of the River to the Americans and English.^ . . . 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 
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'William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to Antonio Paulino L. 
de Abreu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil ® 

Rio de Janeiro, July 3, 1834. 

The undersigned Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the United States, has the honor to inform His Excellency Antonio Paulino 
Limpo de Abreo [Abreu], of the Council of His Majesty the Emperor, Minister 
and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that it has become his duty to invite 
the attention of the Government of Brazil, to the subject of the Exploration 
of . the tributaries of the Rio de la Plata, and to bring the question of the 
privilege of ascending the River Paraguay to the head of navigation, again, 
to the notice of the same, and to solicit once more the approbation and co- 
operation of the Imperial Government to that enterprize. This subject 
has been ably presented by my predecessor in repeated communications to 
the Government of Brazil, to which the attention of His Excellency is par- 
ticularly invited ; the undersigned deems it useless at present to attempt fur- 
ther argument on the subject. 

It will be remembered that the Expedition on which the “Water-Witch” 
has been ordered by the President of the United States, has purely for its 
object the advancement of commerce and promotion of science; and the 
enterprizing commander of the “Water- Witch,” Capt. Thomas Jefferson 
Page, having advanced as far in the discharge of his arduous duties, into the 
territory of Brazil, as that Government has consented to co-operate with 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 21. 

® The omitted portion relates to commercial matters, and refers to a conversation in which 
it was stated that the Amazon question was before the Emperor. 

® Despatches, Brazil, vol. 21, enclosed with Trousdale to the Secretary of State, below, 
this part, doc. 667. 



said Exploration, it now becomes necessary to asK tne j^razuian uovernment 
to co-operate with this enterprize to its consummation, by at least extending 
the facilities heretofore given, to the termination of the Navigation of the 
Paraguay. 

The hope and belief is entertained that the Government of Brazil upon 
more mature reflection, will give its sanction to the complete execution of the 
design of the Expedition. 

The undersigned hopes for an answer at an early day, and renews to His 
Excellency the assurances of his high esteem and distinguished consideration. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ’■ 

[extract] 

No. 14 Rio de Janeiro, July 10, 18^4. 

Sir: ... I have the honor to inform you that a communication was 
received at this Legation through Robert G. Scott Jr, Acting Consul of 
the United States at the port of Rio de Janeiro, from Captain Thomas 
Jefferson Page,^ commanding the United States Steamer “Water Witch.’' 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 21. 

The omitted portions deal with commercial and shipping matters, etc. 

2 The communication from Consul Scott is quoted below, followed by its enclosure, the 
letter to him from Captain Page, which Is undated: 

Robert G. Scott, Jr., to William Trousdale 

Rio de Janeiro, July z, j8j4. 

Sir: I have the honor herewith to transmit to Your Excellency, papers in relation to 
the Exploration of the tributaries of the Rio de la Plata by Lieut: Page, commanding 
the United States Steamer "Water- Witch” — These papers were received by me this 
morning, from the hands of an officer of the United States Frigate " Savannah,” and as 
they contain matter of interest and importance, I hasten to send them to you— 

I have enclosed the original of Lieut. Page’s communication, as it treats of a subject, 
solely diplomatic in its character, and appertaining exclusively to the United States 
Legation at this Court, so far as this Country and the Government of the United States 
are concerned in the question. 

Yours respectfully. 

Lieutenant T. J. Page to Robert G. Scott, Jr. 

AsuNcr6N, Paraguay. 

My Dear Sir: As I do not know the name of the Gentleman who has relieved Mr 
Schenk as Minister to Brazil I take the liberty of enclosing the within papers to 
yourself— requesting the favor of you to deliver them to him. I have left them open 
that you may see their contents; and in the event that the Minister has not arrived, will 
get the favor of you to act in the matter, as I have requested him to act. 

see how the subject has been treated by Mr Schenk; and to what conclusion 
rne oraziiian iTrnvpmmAnf ViaH 
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It will be seen that the object of Captain Page, as expressed in his letter, is 
to obtain the sanction and co-operation of the Government of Brazil, to the 
enterprize in which he is now engaged of exploring the tributaries of the Rio 
de la Plata, and to have the question of the privilege of ascending the Para- 
guay to the head of Navigation, again brought to the notice of the Brazilian 
( rovernmeiit; herewith are enclosed copies of the correspondence, marked 
No answer yet from the Brazilian Ciovernment. . . . 

I am, Sir, [etc.] 
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Extract of a ^femoran(I^^m of a Conference, between William Trousdale, United 
States Minister to IWazil, and Antonio Paulino L. de Ahreii, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of lirazil ' 


Rio 1)1-: Jani-:iro, July 27, 1834. 

I had an interview with tlie Minister of Foreign A/Tairs, on this 27^’* day of 
July 1H54, at his Onice, on the subject of the Free Navigation of the River 
Amazon, on the privilege asked for Lieut. Page to exi)lore the tributaries of 
the Rio de la Plata to the head of Navigation, on the case of the Brig “Nebo ” 
for damages now before (he Minister of Fazenda. . . 7 

every contiiileriif itin of tlie import aiiec of my work (he l':xi>I()r;i(ion of the tributaries 
of the Rio de la Plata 40 liritig the (piestion of the i)rivilege of ascending the I’araguay 
to the head of Navigation, again, to (he notice of the lirazilian (lovernnient; believing 
thal it cannot be the fixed and determined object of that (lovernment to arrest an ex- 
Iiedition, havin|| for its object, solely, the promotion of science. 

'I'o class an Expedition of (his character with one of Trade and Commerce, ia to sub- 
ject the tiilTusion of science and knowledge to thj?, scale of pounds, shillings and pence. 
The Brazil (lovernment cannot possiblY be serious in the olijections it has brought 
forth It would class her with the nutioiiH of the dark ages ■ Never before has the 
onwiird march of .Science been arreated by any (lovernment calling itself civilized. 

i-lxtieditiuns of this character, among civilized nations, even in times of war, liave 
been ('onsidcred as exem{)( fnnn arrest or disturbance; Brazil will jmt herself, by this 
determined onpoaition to the ascent of the river, liy the “ Water-Witch," far behind her 
sister states, bunlering these rivers, in ijoint of liberality, and a proiicr apfiredution of 
the objects of the Kxpetlilion: The President of the Argentine Confederation, ((Icneral 
Ilrriuiza) lm« not (inly given the Hxjiedilion his sanction, l)ut has lent it the. full weight 
of his authority, in enjoining Ufion each one of the Provinces, through which my work 
may extend, the contribution of its aid and assistance, in any manner, that may best 
advance the aim and object of the Expedition, 

There is neither argument nor reason in the objection made by Brazil “- that there 
is a (jueslion of unsettled boundary between herself and Bolivia. Brazil claims the 
territory on both sides of the river, (however unjustly the claim may he) and holds 
(HissesHion of it; now the most effect ual way of establishing her claim, would be to act 
as though there was no contest about the matter; and as if she held undisputed right to 
(he territory, 'riicn* is no honesty in this objection; The same [lolicy was, for a long 
time, pursued, touching the waters of the River Amazon; this she has yielded, I learn 


“With regard to the Navigation of the River Amazon,” His Excellency 
observed, “that he would endeavor to have an answer ready to go by the 
Southampton Packet of the 14*.’' prox^ arid being asked the probable purport 
of that answer, replied that the Government of Brazil, could not possibly 
open the Navigation of that River to the World immediately, but were taking 
the necessary steps so to do shortly. 

As to the Exploration of the tributaries of the Rio de la Plata, His Excel- 
lency remarked, that he would give an answer to M- Trousdale’s note, in 
the course of two or three days, which would be favorable to the enterprize, 
as the Government of Brazil was willing to allow the “Water- Witch,” to 
ascend the River on a scientific expedition, though a commercial one would 
not be permitted to go up higher than Albuquerque, the port of entry. 
Orders would be sent to the President of the Province of Matto Grosso and 
other Brazilian authorities to facilitate Lieut. Page in his researches. . . . 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 15 Rio de Janeiro, July 28, 1SS4. 

Sir : . . . I have the honor to state, that I addressed a note to the Minister 
of Foreign Relations on the 24*.'^ inst., requesting an interview with His Excel- 
lency; to which His Excellency replied on the 26^.^ informing me that I could 
see him at his office at half past two o’clock on the 27*.*‘; herewith are en- 
closed copies marked D.^^ E.^®-^. My object in asking the interview was to 
enquire into the present state of the Amazon question ; the prospect of obtain- 
ing the sanction and co-operation of the Brazilian Government to the Expedi- 
tion of the “Water-Witch ” in the waters of the Rio de la Plata ; the probable 
fate of the case of the “Nebo”; and the construction placed by the Minister 
of Marine on the 63'^ Article of the Regulations of the Captain of the Port’s 
Office. I addressed His Excellency upon these four topics,- to which he read- 
ily replied, and on my return to the Legation, I reduced his statements to 
writing, of which I send you a copy enclosed.® . . . 

I am, Sir, [etc.]. 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 21. 

The omitted portions relate to consular or routine matters. 

2 Not included in this publication since their purport is adequately explained in the des- 
patch. 

^ Abo-ye, this oart. doc. 668. is the oortion of thft mpmnrnnrinm nf fViio 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. i6 Rio de Janeiro, August 8, 1854- 

Sir: I have the honor of stating that the Imperial Government of Brazil, 
has through the Secretary of Foreign Relations, responded favorably to the 
request made by this Legation, for the privilege of exploring the River 
Paraguay to the head of Navigation, by the United States Steamer “Water- 
Witch”. 

That privilege is fully granted, and the President of the Province of Matto 
Grosso, and the other agents of the Imperial Government in that region of 
country, instructed to facilitate the expedition to the full accomplishment of 
the original design ; . . . 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 18 Rio de Janeiro, September 7, 1854. 

Sir: ... I have been told that the President of the Council of State, 
Viscount Parand, has said, that Brazil would make nothing by opening the 
River Amazon, to Navigation, that the charges to which it would subject 
the Government in the erection of Custom-Houses, and other necessary 
expenses, would exceed the revenue which would result from that measure, 
and that the better policy for the present, is to let things remain as they are ; 
This man is said to wield the affairs of the Brazilian Government, and if we 
have to encounter his opposition, the probability is that the Amazon will 
not be opened. 

The adjournment of the Legislature has been prorogued until the 12*.^ 
inst. 

Very respectfully [etc.]. 

'Despatches, Brazil, vol. 21 . “Despatches, Brazil, vol. 21. 





Antonio Paulino L. de Ahreu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, to William 
Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil ^ 

[translation] 

Rio de Janeiro, September 13, 1854. 

The undersigned, of the Council of H. M. the Emperor, Minister and 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, has received the note which Mr. W 
Trousdale, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
United States, addressed him under date of the 31®* of October last,^ marked 
N° 9, containing a brief statement of the points which were the subject of a 
conference that took place between them on the 28*"’* of said month, and 
which relate to matters concerning a treaty of Commerce and Navigation 
between Brazil and the United States, and the navigation of the Amazon. 

The undersigned thinks he will satisfy the wishes which Mr. Trousdale 
has, from time to time, expressed to him, by enclosing herewith a brief 
statement of the views entertained upon those subjects by the imperial 
government, and, he avails himself of this occasion, to renew to Mr. W. Trous- 
dale, the assurances of his entire regard and distinguished consideration. 


[The translation of the Foreign Minister’s statement, enclosed with this 
note, follows] : 


The government of H. M. the Emperor, with regard to what concerns the 
propositions of the government of the United States, to conclude a Treaty 
of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation with that of Brazil, persists in 
the determination already manifested in the note addressed to Mr. David 
Tod, under date of April 22** 1851.^ 

In the condition in which the industry of Brazil finds itself, as yet but 
little advanced, the imperial government thinks that the conclusion of such 


treaties is not, for the present, suited to the interests of the country; and 
then its refusal is based upon a system which, having been adopted with 
reference to all nations, could not be maintained, if any exceptions were made. 

The imperial government does not deny the importance of the trade of 
Brazil with the United States, and the great consumption which takes place 
in said States, of one of the principal articles of produce of the former, coffee 
which is imported duty-free. Fully convinced of the advantages which 
would accrue to Brazil from a greater development of that trade, the 
imperial government is disposed to facilitate the development aforesaid, by 
every means in its power, independent of treaties. This subject will be 
1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 21, enclosed with Trousdale to the Secretary of State, below, 
of Visconde d Ab' t'" subsequent correspondence, Antonio P. L. de Abreu bears the title 
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this note was not transcribed for this publication because it repeated the 



i MtiMtlrnnl in {he raiif; tht* n-fttini of whic'h has Ihh'U confuks:! to tin; care 
of thr t ‘nufU'il nf htato. 

With ft'K.ud to vhat (timiMns tht* free n;ivij.',atitiij of tlu* Amazon, which 
Mt. ‘hf ottstlak* dft l'itfh to Itf an tilg'ccf (»f intcinst to t'iti/.ciiH of the United 
Statt'N. tho iinpofiai e.ovo! {mn-ut catincn a},',«t*e with the principle and doo 
tiiiie, ttn widt h it i*. .•.tfetujift d i«i hase this KspieHt, by likeiun^^ the Amazon 
to the Hifan. The uiijK'tial }.'<'veinnit<nt eoneeives that such a doctrine, 
tnlietwive new asid biouKht ioiwanl fot the lirst tiint*, is reptTis:! by tlte 
piiiu ipk's nf pnblie law ami tlu* law of nations, and cannot prevail, unlesB 
if wete ha r4ib*.tiftjtiny the ptiiu'iples of interest and force for (liose of n'Klit 
and jiistieo, 

I he 1 nifetl State-, never adibu tsl lids doctrine, in n*gard to the tjuestions 
which titey have tiUt iissi'd, lelative tti the navij^ation of tht* MtHsiHsippi 
and the S'* I, au tenet’, with Spain ami iMiyJaml. Still, the United Htalen, ;tt 
that time, hatl this i in titnsianee in their favor, that they ()ccui)ied the 
Iwiitleis, and tin* spat t* JM»N^4'^M<tl bv haiKland at (he mouth of the L:iw~ 
leme, ami tliaf width was then ticcupitsl by Spain at the mouth of the 
Mississippi, is c t*!nfjatati\ fly less. 

Tile itn|H’ti,il govet tuueui i*. iitndy ettnvineerl that ti river of which Brazil 
j M bt«th imuedns, to tht* vast exitent of .|Ho leagiu‘S, whicli is the 
infetvetduK tlisiaiitf (nan the jutaitli of the Amazon to Tabatinga,“*-the 
iMtnntiafV «»{ the I-dnpiie, t anmn be eoinjiared with the ocean. 

Aldnaigh the Atn.i/tai is sulheiently wide at various points, there are, 
neveithrleHs, n.nitiw platfs, the pass.ige through whicli can be prevented 
bv a bat, ami itn n.ivigatitai could lud be elfeeted, without the repeated 
um' tti its niatgin*^. 

Jba/il jMiTii’vfH tw<i thiid-i of tile e\tent of said Amazon in a navigable 
corniition. has the bats of Macajs^ and ( iurupfi at its entrance, and, on the 
up|M*t tivrt, the bat’iof ^^.^ovaKa^>, I Hias Barras, J Joz/* do Rio Jia, and of 
‘I aiaitinga; ami on Unh ni.ngiuH, citit*s, towns anti villages, Brazil, there- 
fute, in the Amazon all that, whieh according to received prin- 

t iples. M'ivr% to pitive hri Hoveieigiity tjvet the waters of this river. 

I hr i a can ?*erves as a metiium of ctmummieation to all the nations of the 
t»b»be, ami ifn iiavigalitni is ititlisjmnfiiabh* to many, which, populous and 
IKmrrful as they are, could ttot suliwHt without the extensive commerce 
wldrh in c.trrktl mi thttiugh the siune. 

dlie Aniazon is not in the wtine eircurnstunces. Although its extensive 
valley, when suitably iKipuInttHl, might etmtriliute vastly to the maintenance 
of the ctimmerre of nations, nevertheless, in as nuieh as this valley is an 
alnuwt entire tle.wri. its riaviuatitm cun neither be indispensable, nor, in the 



contains two Provinces; that of Pard at the mouth, and of the Amazon 
in the interior. For the trade of the Province of Pard, «he port of the city 
of Belem, open to all foreign nations, is sufficient. The! population of the 
Amazon Province does not exceed thirty thousand souls i and being, for the 
most part, composed of an indigenous race, it consuimes but little of the 
produce of foreign industry, and therefore, does not ^’eel the necessity of 
direct trade with those nations that are producers./' The Department of 
Maynas belonging to Peru which occupies the uppeft' part of the Amazon, is 
even less populous. The population of this Republic, which can supply 
foreign Commerce, is separated from the valley of the Amazon by the Andes, 
and the natural outlet for its supplies, whether at present or in future, will 
always be the Pacific. The territories occupied by the Republics of Vene- 
zuela, New Granada and Ecuador, which have tributaries that empty 
themselves into the Amazon, are thinly populated. The centres of the 
principal cities and villages of those Republics could never be advanta- 
geously supplied through the navigation of the Amazon. Even though that 
navigation were open to the commerce of the world, those cities and villages 
would continue to be supplied exclusively by way of the Atlantic and the 
Pacific. 

Besides this, the tributaries of the Amazon which flow through those 
territories and which are susceptible of being navigated, will never be so, 
except by vessels of small calibre, unfit for navigating the Ocean, and a 
good portion of them, destitute of those hydraulic works and improvements, 
intended to facilitate this same navigation. All these circumstances show 
that, for the present, there are no great interests existing, either in the 
United States or any other country, which could serve as a pretext for the 
immediate pretension to navigate the Amazon. 

It is not the intention of the imperial government to keep the Amazon for 
ever closed to foreign transit and foreign commerce; its opening, however, 
does not seem to it to be as yet called for. 

It is a grave matter, which must be determined upon without precipi- 
tancy, and with the caution and assurance which its importance demands. 

With a view of obtaining a practical knowledge of this subject, concerning 
a river, the margins of which are, for the most part, uninhabited, and where 
the laws and regulations adopted in Europe, with respect to rivers the 
margins of which have been inhabited for many centuries, cannot be applied, 
Brazil concluded the Treaty of river commerce and navigation of Oct 23, 
1851, with the Republic of Perfi. This Treaty which must continue in 
operation for six years, has not yet been two years in force. 

The initiative, with regard to this treaty, was spontaneously taken by the 

imOftrial trnvprnmpnf 
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r()m(‘ to an agr(‘<‘nu‘iH, as to tlu* coavontions whic'li must that 

rojua'ssiun on tlu' part of Brazil. With tlu‘ saino viow of gainiuK a prartloal 
knowU'dgt* of th<‘ suhjot't, and also to proinoti' c-olonization atul ooinniorrr 
on the d<‘st*rt shores of the Amazon, the inii»(‘rial gov<*rnment estahlislusl 
Hteam navigation on the waters of tliat. riv<'r, sulKsidizing, for that purjiose, a 
company of native-born individuals, to which it gianted the <‘xclusive 
privilege of said navigation for a [)eriod of thirty years. Although this 
period of time did not appear too long, for the pur[>os(‘ of gaining such a 
knowhsige, and for the tlevelopment of the national trade, y<*t, the impeiial 
government, being desirous to be left unlneumlxn fd, in order to open the 
Amazon to the commerce of the worUl in a shoi ter space* of time', whtm it 
should be thought duly pjc'p.ut’d for that event, obt.iineel fitnn the* afoi’esaid 
('ompany, a surre'uder of their piivilege*. by me.ins of a large inciesisi* of aid. 

When that time .sliall have arriveii, the fitness of which the impenial 
governmmit must be the t'xcluslve* Judge, it is dett'iinined not to grant to 
any nation the* navigation of tlu* rivei Amazon, in that part wlu'te Iha/.il 
jroHse.HHe.s htjth margin.s, e.xci*i)t through the* tnedium of cemve-nl ion.s, which 
shall guaranty her right of {H>ssession and devise meatis for tlu* (ne've'Ution 
tjf smuggling, by {U'oviding for the due* observance of navigatioji laws and 
fise'ul regulations. 

In the opinion of the imperial government, the* act of tlu* t'ongre.s.s of 
Vaenna cited by Mr. 'FrouMlalt*, constitutes a nrere* (*onveutit)nal right, whicli 
only applies to, and i.s only hinding upon those* power.s whie*h agret'd to it 
and stipulateel f<ir the same*. 

That ae*l was not aeapue’.sce'd In generally by hiurope, anel le*sH !U) by all the 
worhl. It is even very ree'e*tuly only, that hingland iuui hhaiu'e* ue'knowb 
tHlgesl, in IVe’atie.s, that tlu* navigation of the Paranfi wa.s an interior mivl- 
gation of the Argentine C'onfe-deraey, in commein with tlie Oriental State. 
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IVaiuim I'rousdule, Unikd ,SUikx Minixkr lo Brazil, to U'itlinm A. Marry, 
Sarrktry of Sink of (ho United Stales ^ 

{texiKAcrl 

Nch ic) Hit) PK Jankiho, September ty, td$,S 

Sir: I have the. luuior to transmit you the answer of the Brazilian ( 'fovern- 



same, which was given verbally at the time the propositions were submitted. 
The positions assumed by the Government of Brazil upon those points, are 
attempted to be sustained by flimsy arguments predicated chiefly on false 
premises, all of which might be easily refuted: but no reasoning, however 
cogent, would be likely to change the fixed determination which this Govern- 
ment has so often manifested, to make no Treaties with Foreign nations, and 
to keep the rivers which flow through their territory closed as to other 
nations.^ . . . 

Respectfully [etc.]. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 


No. 22 Rio de Janeiro, October 25, 18^4. 

Sir; ... I have the honor to state that a communication has been re- 
cently received at this Legation, from Edward A. Hopkins, Esq. Consul of the 
United States to the Government of Paraguay, which was accompanied by 
three issues of a Weekly Journal, entitled the “Semanario," numbered 56. 
57. 58. containing a correspondence of some length between M ^ Hopkins, and 
the authorities of the Government of Paraguay, from which it appears that 
each party has addressed the Government of the United States upon the 
subject of their controversy; you will therefore probably be in possession of 
the facts before this despatch reaches you. 

I herewith enclose a copy of the letter of Hopkins marked and 
also the three issues of the “Semanario,” from the perusal of which you will 


1 In addition to minor matters, the omitted portion discusses the need for a larger United 
States naval force in Brazilian waters. 

* Despatches, Brazil, vol. 21. 

The omitted portion discusses a cholera quarantine. 

» Below is Hopkins’s letter. The newspapers which accompanied it are with the file copy: 
Edward A. Hopkins to William Trousdale 


Asunci6n, August 22, 1854. 

Sir; I have the honor to send to you the enclosed newspapers, containing an account 
of my late difficulty with President Lopez. I do not send you translations, as time 
which prepes, will not allow me so to do. I have referred the matter to Washington, 
and confidently expect to be sustained in my action. 

I learn that an intrigue is on foot between Paraguay and Brazil, to close up these 
rivers above Asuncion, to all except themselves, and if possible to exclude Americans 
from the country. I therefore suspect that the late attacks upon myself and the other 
American citizens is p^ of the plan agreed upon. I understand also that the proposi- 
tions come frorn Brazil, and that the Brazilian Minister is now on his way hither to open 



William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 23 Rio de Janeiro, November 4, 1854. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit the “ Jornal do Commercio,” of the 27*.^ 
ulto., which contains a decree altering the original Contract between the 
Brazilian Government, and the Amazon Company of Navigation and Com- 
merce.* This decree exhibits very clearly the jealousy entertained by the 
Government of Brazil, towards the United States. Among other things, it 
is stipulated that the Company shall establish twelve Colonies, upon the 
borders of the Amazon and its tributaries, each to contain a population of 
six hundred, all to come from Europe, and from such countries there, as the 
Government of Brazil shall designate. This arrangement is intended as the 
best, which can be made, to exclude the citizens of the United States from 
navigating the waters of the Amazon and its tributaries, and to provide 
against the emigration of citizens from the United States, and of the Spanish 
Republics, from either North or South America to this Empire. The func- 
tionaries of this Government are warmly attached to monarchy, and are 
exciting their energies to foster a set of principles adapted to that form of 
Government, and to keep at a distance all persons who would be likely to 
inculcate doctrines of a different order. 

Judging from the developments which have appeared since my residence 
near this Court, one might conclude that the main objects of my mission are 
such as this Government have very little intention of conceding.* . . . 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 

» Despatches, Brazil, vol. 2i. 

* The publication mentioned is with the file copy of the despatch, as is, also, a translation 
of the decree. Not included in this publication. 

* The omitted portion discusses routine matters. 



Francisco de Carvalho Moreira, Brazilian Minister to the United States, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, November 15, 1S54. 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
H. M. the Emperor of Brazil, having, on the 16*'* of last January'-’ and by order 
of his government, sent to the Plon W. L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the 
United States, a copy of a despatch from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Brazil, dated the 7*^ of November last, had the honor to receive a note from 
the Hon Mr. Marcy, dated the 25**" of January ,3 stating in reply “that the 
aforesaid communication would receive the consideration due to the im- 
portance of the subject.’’ 

The Undersigned, however, being desirous to communicate to his govern- 
ment the views of the government of the United States, whose definite 
opinion, in regard to this matter, the answer of the Hon Mr. Marcy authorises 
him to expect, begs H. E. therefore, as a favor, that he will communicate to 
the Undersigned whatever may suggest itself to him upon this subject, in 
order that the Undersigned may fully comply with his official duties. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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Francisco I. de Carvalho Moreira, Brazilian Minister to the United States, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, November 18, x8$4. 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
H. M. the Emperor of Brazil, has had the honor to receive the note of the 
Hon W. L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, of the in- 
stant,® in reply to one which the undersigned had addressed him on the day 
previous® in relation to the Despatch of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Brazil, under date of the 7**^ of November last,^ which the undersigned had 
communicated to the Hon Secretary of State, and which refers to the s®’' 
6*^ and 7®'* articles of the Treaty concluded at S Jose de Flores in July, 1853. 
The undersigned appreciates most highly, the sentiments of friendship and 

» Notes from Brazil, vol. 3. 

^ Above, this part, doc. 658, where it is followed by the communication of November 7, 

from the Brazilian Fnrpiorn Mininrer 
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good will which actuate the government of the United States towards Brazil, 
and which the Hon Mr. Marcyhad the kindness to express in his note, and it 
is very pleasing to the undersigned to know that the government of the 
United States does not find anything in the three aforesaid articles of the 
treaty which could, in the remotest degree, offend the rights or the interests 
of Brazil. 

In further development of this opinion, and with reference to the supposi- 
tion contained in the despatch of the 7*'' of November, the Hon Secretary of 
State gives the assurance that in the event of any. difference occurring, in the 
interpretation of that treaty, the Government of the United States will en- 
deavor to give it such an understanding only as may agree with principles of 
justice, the rules of common law, and those Brazilian interests, which it is 
bound to respect, as the interests of a friendly nation ; and upon this point, 
the Hon Secretary of State, wishes that the government of the Emperor may 
rest perfectly at ease. 

This formal declaration, on the part of the Hon Secretary of State, doing 
away with the causes which called the attention of the Imperial Govern- 
ment to those articles, and prompted it to point out, in the aforesaid des- 
patch, the consequences which might follow from those stipulations, if not 
taken in a just and reasonable sense, as the government of the United States 
is disposed to take them, affords the undersigned the agreeable opportunity 
of communicating to his government the official expression of such laudable 
intentions, and with it, the certainty that there is nothing in the stipu- 
lations of the 5^^ article, respecting the island of Martin Garcia, tending to 
justify the occupancy or foreign dominion over said island: that the pro- 

vision of the 6*’^ article does not, in any way, tend to restrict Brazil with re- 
gard to her right of blockade in the Rio da Plata, and its tributaries, as it is 
allowed to belligerent powers by the law of nations and the practice of na- 
tions. 3*^*^ that the rights acquired by the Empire to the navigation of those 
rivers, in virtue of its former compacts, do not undergo any change, in conse- 
quence of the 7**' article. It was simply with a view of securing the rights of 
Brazil, in the execution and practical understanding of the articles aforesaid, 
that the despatch of the 7**‘ of November was written, and not because the 
Imperial government had any idea of interposing objections to the regular 
course and definite conclusion of the Treaty, or that it pretended to be in- 
formed, in advance, as to what would be the conduct of the United States in 
those contingencies, to which the note of the Hon Secretary of State alludes, 
and which the undersigned, from his inability to forsee them, cannot desig- 
nate. 


which the Hon Secretary of State gives him on the subject, he avails himself 
of this occasion [etc.]. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L, Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 24 Rio be Janeiro, November 27, 1834. 

Sir: ... I likewise enclose a copy of a letter from Edward A. Hopkins, 
Consul of the United States at Paraguay, of the26‘'’‘‘ September 1854, marked 

this letter was enclosed with issues of a newspaper called the “Sem- 
anario,” from 59 to 63 inclusive, beginning on the 26*'^ August and ending on 
the 23'*^ September 1854, which I also send. Mr. Hopkins is now in this city. 

It appears that a late attack has been made upon Buenos Ayres by a force 
of from six hundred to one thousand men, fitted out by Urquiza, and led on 
by a Col. Costa. They were met by about four thousand men from Buenos 
Ayres, defeated in a second battle and driven from the country. Persons 
from there, since the transaction, suppose the matter, for the present, is at an 
end. 

The President of Paraguay, as you have doubtless seen, has issued a decree 
prohibiting all Foreign Vessels from navigating the waters which flow through 
his territory. Some months since he dismissed from his Court the Brazilian 
Minister for these causes and some others. It is rumored that the Govern- 
ment of Brazil is preparing an expedition against Paraguay. This is report, 
but may not be true. , . . 

I am, Sir, [etc.]. 

> Despatches, Brazil, vol. 21 . 

The omitted portions relate to minor details. 

“ This letter from Hopkins follows: 

Edward A. Hopkins to William Trousdale 
G -24 Asunci6n, September 26, 1854. 

Sir; It is still my painful duty to forward to you the enclosed newspapers, which 
form the sequel to the ones previously sent to you by me. 

By them you will perceive that we are most foully robbed and outraged, and there- 
after covered (particularly myself) with calumnies too gross for the imagination to 
conceive. 

And what is worse you will learn in N® 63, that Capt. Page has thrown even President 
Lopez far into the shade, by his treacherous and disgraceful conduct towards us. We 
have in vain sought for redress from him. He is the complete tool of Lopez, and our 
he^s must bleed yet a while longer, until from Washington will come our defence. 

He has refused every demand of mine and our fellow-citizens, for redress, and con- 
hnes himself to assisting us out of the country. 


A a.KJXKXi,xicLi y ciix^ j.vxiJiiia L^i x i^ijlaj^v^ 1.V..1J. uicax jr \jx 

the United States, has the honor to inform His Excellency, the Viscount de 
Abait6 of the Council of His Majesty the Emperor, Minister and Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, that a Convention has been recently concluded 
between the “United States of America and His Majesty the Emperor of 
Russia ” affirming as permanent and immutable the principles that free ships 
make free goods, contraband excepted, and that the property of neutrals not 
contraband, found on board of enemies’ ships is not confiscable. These 
principles are to be scrupulously observed towards all powers which accede 
to the same. It is the intention of the United States to propose to the 
principal powers to enter into Treaty stipulations for their recognition. 
They have been adopted by Great Britain and France as the rules of conduct 
towards all neutrals in the present European war, and it is presumed that 
neither nation will refuse to recognise them as rules of international law, 
and conform to them in all time to come. 

I now have the honor herewith to submit a proposition to the Government 
of Brazil, to adopt these principles, together with others contained in the 
accompanying draft, under the sanction of a Treaty. 

Should the Government of Brazil be disposed to meet these views of the 
President of the United States, that Government will promptly enter into 
negotiations with this Empire. 

The undersigned takes this occasion [etc.]. 
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William Trousdale^ United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Matey, 
Secretary of State of the United States^ 

[extract] 

No. 25 Rio de Janeiro, December ii, 18^4. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you, that I have submitted to the Gov- 
ernment of Brazil a draft of a Treaty, which the United States would be 
willing to make with the Empire of Brazil. Although several days have 
elapsed since this proposition was placed in the hands of the Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs, His Excellency has not responded in any manner to the 

‘ Despatches, Brazil, vol. 21, enclosed with Trousdale to the Secretary of State, below, 
this part, doc. 680. Visconde de Abaetd was, formerly, Antonio Paulino L. de Abreu, 

2 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 21. 


i ne vjovernmenT; oi rsrazii nas seni; a neet consisting oi ten or uweive steam 
frigates, and a few sailing vessels — part of which left this port yesterday, — 
against the President of Paraguay, to compel him to open the rivers which 
flow through his territory, or, in case of his refusal, to force their way 
through into their own country. I suppose you have seen the decree of 
President Lopes, prohibiting the navigation of the waters of Paraguay, 
which was doubtless directed at the “Water-Witch.” ^ , 

Very Respectfully [etc.]. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 31 Rio de Janeiro, February 5, 1855. 

Sir: . . . We have heard nothing yet from the Brazilian fleet, sent 
against the President of Paraguay. The determination of the Government 
of Brazil, I learn, is to pass through Paraguay into their own waters above. 
Should President Lopes have resolved that this shall not be done, and 
made his arrangements to oppose it, we shall probably soon hear of some 
fighting in that quarter. . . . 

I am. Sir, Respectfully [etc.]. 
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Note of an interview with Dom Pedro II, Emperor of Brazil, at the Imperial 

Palace of Petropolis * 


H32 


[extracts] 


February 26, iSfs 


After a few introductory remarks had been exchanged Mr. Trousdale 
inquired whether His Majesty had taken occasion to examine a project of a 
Convention which he had submitted, some time since, to the Government of 
Brazil. 

The Emperor answered that he had seen a Note, relating to the opening 


1 Above, this part, doc. 679. 

enclosing a despatch from Edward A. Hopkins, 
® request. It is not filed with the despatch. 

3 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 22. 

The omitted portion relates to a private claim. 

this partrSt"’ Trousdale to the Secretary of State, below, 



of the Amazon, addressed by Mr. Trousdale to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, and had fully approved of the answer made to that Note; he was 
also aware that a project for a Treaty, embodying several important prin- 
ciples, had lately been submitted to his Government, but he had not yet 
bestowed his attention upon it. At Mr. Trousdale’s request. His Majesty 
promised to seize an early opportunity to examine this proposition of the 
American Government. The Emperor further remarked, that, as Mr. 
Trousdale was doubtless aware, it had become of late the settled policy of 
Brazil to decline entering into Treaty Stipulations with Foreign Powers, in 
order to avoid entanglements and interpretations which would be adverse 
to the interests of the Empire. Brazil had abrogated her former Treaty 
with England, and had only retained a few provisions of her Treaty with 
France, that, according to stipulation, were to remain perpetually in 
force. . . . ^ 

Mr. Trousdale then proceeded to inquire whether the Emperor had 
read the President’s last Message, in which he had expressed a hope 
that the pending negotiations for the opening of the Amazon would eventu- 
ally lead to a favorable result. His Majesty answered that he had examined 
with great interest the President’s Message and the accompanying docu- 
ments and had observed with satisfaction that it was peaceable and moderate 
in its tone. 

Mr. Trousdale observed it had been intimated by some newspaper-writers 
that it was the intention of the American Government to effect an entry 
into the Amazon by the employment of armed force. It was needless to 
assure His Majesty that no such intention was seriously entertained. The 
American Executive still claimed the right of entering the Amazon but would 
now only resort to the peaceful means of diplomatic negotiations. The 
old principles of international law scarcely held good in the case of the 
Amazon, which, from its immense size, deserved to be classed among inland 
seas. 

The Emperor answered that whatever might be the size of the Amazon, 
he could not help regarding it as an '"interior river'' belonging to Brazil 
and as such she had undoubtedly the right to exclude other nations from 
entering upon its waters. The decision of Brazil to close that river to the 
Flag of other countries would however probably be revoked at no distant 
day. At present the population of the provinces on its banks is not suffi- 
ciently large to enable Brazil to carry out police regulations for the control 
of foreigners who might resort thither. The commercial jealousy among the 
subjects of different Powers, residing there, might give rise to contentions 
that would seriously endanger the repose of the Empire. Besides this, 
whatever miffht be the aooarent advantages to be derived from the ooenin? 
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PART IV : COMMUNICATIONS FROM BRAZIL 


confer any real benefit on foreign commerce. The Emperor added that he 
had read the descriptions of the river by Maury, Herndon and Gibbon; 
although he acknowledged the ability of the former and the enterprize and 
perseverance of the two latter as manifested in their narratives, yet he was 
forced to consider those accounts as somewhat “poetical” and overdrawn. 
Those regions had been lately visited by Brazilians whose reports were by no 
means so favorable. 

Mr. Trousdale remarked that the idea had been frequently held out in 
the Brazilian papers and elsewhere that the object of the Americans in 
endeavoring to secure the opening of the Amazon was to gain a foothold, 
with a view of ulterior annexation to the United States- He scarcely need 
assure His Majesty, how unfounded such an opinion was. 

The Emperor answered that neither he nor his Ministers entertained 
any apprehension of that kind. He had always felt the greatest confidence 
in the moderation and justice of the American Government and people. 
Nor did the intention of keeping the Amazon closed, for the present, proceed 
from any feeling of mistrust or suspicion of the motives of the Americans. 
It was believed, on the contrary, that should the Amazon be opened, their 
enterprising spirit would contribute vastly towards its prosperity, and thus 
prove beneficial to Brazil. 

Mr. Trousdale stated that one of the principal objects of the American 
Government in seeking to open the Amazon, was to be enabled to establish 
direct commercial intercourse with the South American Republics on the 
headwaters of that stream, with which the United States had concluded 
Treaties of Commerce and Navigation. Merchandise was now being 
transported from the Atlantic slopes across the Andes and shipped around 
Cape Horn instead of taking the natural course down the Amazon. 

The Emperor, in answer, remarked, that Brazil, from Jier position as the 
first Power in South America considered herself entitled to e.xercise a certain 
political influence over the surrounding Republics and to prevent, as far as 
possible, the intervention of other nations in her negotiations with those 
Republics. Nothing was easier however than for them to forward their 
produce down the Amazon — by according similar favors to Brazil on the 
headwaters of that river belonging to them. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States^ 

[extracts] 

No. 32 Rio de Janeiro, March 12, 1855. 

Sir: ... I had an interview with the Emperor not long since in his Palace 
at Petropolis. We conversed freely and at some length on the topics of 
interest to the two Governments. The views expressed by the Emperor, 
are identical with those advanced by the Secretary of Foreign Affairs on 
the same subjects. His Majesty says the policy of Brazil is to make no 
Treaty with any foreign Government, in order to avoid tangling alliances 
and unfavorable constructions. On the subject of the Amazon he says the 
time has not yet come for opening that river to the free use of other nations; 
but that it will be opened at some future time, when the population on its 
banks are sufficiently numerous to form a police, capable of protecting the 
interest of Brazil in that quarter. His Majesty thinks it possible that the 
policy of Brazil may be so far changed, in relation to Treaties, before long, 
as to treat with the United States, the relations existing between that Gov- 
ernment and Brazil being wholly different from those in any other case. 
His Majesty said he would examine at an early day the project which had 
been submitted. 

In relation to the administration of the estates of citizens of the United 
States who die in Brazil, the policy of Brazil is to extend the same rule to 
them, as is adopted, in the case of subjects of Brazil, who die in the country 
of the deceased. That you may more fully comprehend the views of His 
Majesty, as expressed on that occasion, I herewith enclose a copy of the 
interview reduced to writing and translated from French to English im- 
mediately after, marked H^?.^ . . . 

It appears that acts of hostility have been committed by the Gov- 
ernment of Paraguay, which resulted in the death of one seaman, on board 
the “ Water- Witch ”, on the waters of the river Parani, I suppose the facts 
of the case have been transmitted to you from the proper source. 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 22. 

The omitted portion treats of claims and minor matters. 

* Above, this part, doc. 682. 



William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 33 Rio de Janeiro, April 12, 185$. 

Sir: . . . The latest news from the Brazilian Fleet, which was sent to 
Paraguay, states that the Fleet was anchored out of the limits of Paraguay, 
the Commander had gone up to Assumption, in the Flag steamer, and that 
to negotiate with Lopes. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States^ 

[extract] 

No. 34 Rio DE Janeiro, May 15, i 8 sS ‘ 

Sir: ... It is now believed here, that the difficulties between Brazil and 
Paraguay will be amicably adjusted, and that a part of the fleet sent by 
Brazil on that expedition will ascend the river to the Brazilian territory, 
and the balance will return to the La Plata. . . . 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L, Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States^ 

[extract] 

No. 35 Rio de Janeiro, May 30, 1833. 

Sir: . . . The Brazilian fleet, which was sent to Paraguay, to force its 
passage up the river, through the territory of Paraguay, to the Province of 
Matto Grosso, has returned to the La Plata. 

It is said the Commander of the fleet, Pedro Ferreira, has negotiated 
Treaties with Lopes, which will, when confirmed, settle the difficulties 
heretofore existing between the Governments of Brazil and Paraguay. . . . 
I am. Sir, [etc.]. 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 22. 

The omitted portion discusses a possible change of ministry. 

2 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 22. 

The omitted portion discusses claims and minor matters. 

® Despatches, Brazil, vol. 22. 



William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 36 Rio de Janeiro, June 13, 1855. 

Sir : . . . The Emperor, in his speech to the General Legislative Assembly, 
assures that body, that complete success had been the result of the expe- 
dition against the Government of Paraguay. This statement turns out to 
be wholly a mistake. That expedition is now known to be an entire failure; 
the fleet has returned to the La Plata, without passing through Paraguay 
to the Province of Matto Grosso as was contemplated, and without accom- 
plishing any of the objects for which it was sent. 

Nothing has been received at this Legation from the State Department 
since my last Despatch. 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, JosS Maria da Silva 
Paranhos, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil^ 

Rio de Janeiro, July 24, 18$$. 

The undersigned. Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the United States presents his compliments to His Excellency Jos6 Maria da 
Silva Paranhos, of the Council of H. M. the Emperor, Minister and Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs and has the honor to inform His Excellency that 
a plan for a Convention, between the United States and Brazil was some time 
ago submitted by the undersigned to the then Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, of Brazil. 

The undersigned indulges the hope that His Excellency will, without 
delay, take the matter into serious consideration, entering upon it with a 
disposition more inclined to a successful issue, than was entertained by His 
Excellency’s predecessor. 

The undersigned believes the plan as submitted to be liberal, and to 
offer inducements highly beneficial to the Government of Brazil. If, how- 
ever any thing contained therein be objectionable, the whole plan is open 
to criticism discussion and alteration. 

Among other things, it is proposed that Brazilian Coffee, shall enter 
the ports of the United States, during the existence of the Treaty, free of 
duty and in lieu thereof the citizens of the United States shall enjoy the 
privilege of freely navigating the river Amazon, for commercial purposes, 
during the same time. 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 22. 



that the Government of the United States views the right of nations to 
navigate the Amazon in the course of legitimate commerce with Ecuador, 
Peril and Bolivia, New Granada and Venezuela, nations bordering on its upper 
waters, as not depending on Treaty Stipulations; but as a natural right, 
as much so, as that to navigate the Ocean, the common highway of nations. 

The friendly relations existing between the United States and Brazil 
demand, that other measures be adopted, in the first instance to obtain 
for the citizens of the United States, the free use of the Amazon for commer- 
cial purposes, prior to the exercise of this natural right. 

The United States, out of courtesy to Brazil, and to avoid the ill conse- 
quences which might result from the exercise of this natural right, will resort 
to such measures as appear most likely to accomplish this object by the free 
consent of Brazil. 

Should all efforts on the part of the United States, unfortunately be re- 
jected by Brazil, and should the Brazilian Government persist in its present 
policy, as claimed and hitherto exercised of excluding the trade of the coun- 
tries bordering upon and contiguous to the Amazon, with Foreign nations, 
through this great natural highway; then it will become the unpleasant duty 
of the undersigned, to make known to the Government of Brazil that the 
Government of the United States is determined to secure for its citizens the 
free use of the Amazon for commercial purposes. 

The President as has been stated on a former occasion is desirous to cul- 
tivate the most amicable relations with Brazil, and would deeply regret 
to have these relations disturbed by her persistance in a policy so much at 
variance with the liberal views of civilized and enterprising nations. 

The United States claim for the continent of America the same privileges 
which forty years ago were arranged by common consent and have been 
ever since applicable to the navigable waters of Europe. 

The regulations adopted by the allied sovereigns at the Congress of 
Vienna in 1815 on this subject were but the recognition of the law of nations 
in regard to the use of navigable rivers passing through the territory of 
different nations. 

On the freedom of navigation that Congress adopted the following regula- 
tions : 

'Navigation throughout all the courses of those rivers indicated in the 
preceding Article from the point where each becomes navigable to the mouth 
of the same, shall be entirely free and may not for commercial purposes be 
interdicted to any one; Provided that the regulations relating to the police 
of said navigation shall be observed; which regulations are to be uniform, 
and as favorable as possible to the commerce of all nations.” 

The doctrine upon this subject is clearly presented in the following extract 


of course navigable streams] cannot be so appropriated as to exclude others from using 
these elements in any manner which does not occasion a loss or inconvenience to the 
proprietor. This is what is called an innocent use. Thus we have seen that the juris- 
diction possessed by one nation over sounds and other arms of the sea, leading through 
its own territory to that of another, or to other seas common to all nations, does not 
exclude others from the right of innocent passage through these communications. 

By long usage this right is subject to some restrictions imposed by nations 
through whose territories these navigable waters pass. This right, however 
to restrict or regulate carried to its utmost extent, does not give the power 
to exclude such rivers from the common use of nations. 

The Amazon differs in size from all other rivers, and more resembles an 
inland sea, such as the Mediterranean than it does a river of the ordinary 
size. 

The doctrine promulgated by writers on the law of nations in relation to 
rivers. Bays, straits sounds and seas is as follows: 

“The more a river is confined the more does the safety and convenience 
of its use require that it should be subjected entirely to the Empire and 
property of that nation.” Vat. B.I. ch. 22, sec. 266. 

“The open sea is in its own nature not to be possessed, no body being 
able to settle there so as to hinder others from passing.” Vat. B.I. ch. 23, 
sec. 280. 

“The right of navigating and fishing in the open sea, being then a right 
common to all men, the nation who attempts to exclude another from that 
advantage, does it an injury, and gives sufficient cause for war, nature 
authorising a nation to repel an injury; that is, to make use of force against 
those who would deprive it of its rights.” Vat. B.I. ch. 23, sec. 282. 

“We may moreover say, that a nation which, without a title would arro- 
gate to itself an exclusive right to the sea, and support it by force, does an 
injury to all nations whose common right it violates, and all are at liberty 
to unite against it, in order to repress such an attempt.” Vat. B.I. ch. 23, 
sec. 283. 

“A nation may appropriate things, where the free and common use of 
them would be prejudicial or dangerous.” 

“This is a second reason for which powers extend their dominion over 
the sea along their coast, as far as they are able to protect their right. It 
concerns their safety and the welfare of the state, that the whole world 
be not permitted to come so near their possessions; especially with men of 
war, as to hinder the approach of trading nations, and disturb navigation. 
But it cannot refuse access to vessels not suspected, for innocent uses with- 
out violating its duty; every proprietor being obliged to grant a passage 
to strangers, even by land, when it may be done without damage or danger.” 
Vat. B.I. ch. 23, sec. 288. 
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all that can reasonably be said, is that, in general the dominion of the state 
QYer the neighboring sea extends as far as is necessary for its safety and, it 
can render it respected, since on the one hand it can only appropriate to 
itself a thing that is common, as the sea, so far as it has need of it for some 
lawful end, and on the other, it would be vain and ridiculous to claim what 
it was no way able to cause to be respected.” Vat. B.I. ch. 23, sec. 289- 

“All that has been said of the parts of the sea near the coast may be said 
more particularly and with much greater reason, of roads, bays and straits, 
as still more capable of being occupied and of greater importance to the 
safety of the country. But I speak of the bays and straits of small extent; 
and not of those great parts of the sea to which these names are sometimes 
given, as Hudson’s Bay and the Straits of Magellan, over which the Empire 
cannot extend, and still less a right of property.” Vat. B.I. ch. 23, sec. 291- 

“A Bay whose entrance may be defended may be possessed and rendered 
subject to the laws of the sovereign, and it is of importance that it should 
be so, since the country may be much more easily insulted in such a place 
than on the coast open to the winds and the impetuosity of the waves.” 
Vat. B.I. ch. 23, sec. 291. 

“It must be remembered with regard to the straits, that when they 
serve for a communication between two seas, the navigation of which is 
common to all or to many nations, he who possesses the strait cannot refuse 
others a passage through it, provided that passage be innocent and attended 
with no danger to the state. Such a refusal, without just cause would 
deprive the nation of an advantage granted by nature, and, indeed the right 
of such a passage is a remainder of the primitive liberty enjoyed in common. ” 
Vat. B.I. ch. 23, sec. 292. 

“Nations possessing a territory at the mouth of a river, some times claim 
the right to prohibit all those who reside upon its upper waters from a 
passage along the river to the Ocean. It is difficult to perceive upon what 
principle this is done. It would appear very unjust if an upper inhabitant 
of the river, who embarks his produce on the stream which flows through 
his own land, should, when he arrives at the border of a neighboring nation, 
be compelled to terminate his voyage at that point.” 

This claim was made by Spain, against the United States, in relation 
to the navigation of the river Mississippi. It would have been disputed 
at the point of the bayonet, had not the controversy been ended by the pur- 
chase of Louisiana and Florida by the United States. 

It was made by Great Britain, against the United States, as to the right 
of the latter, to navigate the waters of the river St. Lawrence to the Ocean ; 
but this right has recently been fully conceded in a Treaty between those 


This claim is also made against Brazil, in relation to the tributaries of the 
river La Plata, which have their sources in, or flow through Brazilian ter- 
ritory. 

Holland, owning territory at the mouth of the river Scheldt claimed 
the right to exclude Belgium from navigating its waters to the sea. Her 
pretensions were advocated on the ground of Treaties and not of natural 
right. This sentiment of right in favor of the upper inhabitants, seems to 
prevail in both hemispheres. 

This claim of right, by which a nation situated at the mouth of a navigable 
river would attempt to exclude the upper inhabitants and all others from its 
use, is founded in force and is generally set up by a stronger power against 
a weaker, and is condemned by the judgment of mankind. 

The Government of Brazil includes in its territorv the mouth of the 
Amazon and the upper waters of the La Plata. A doctrine which suits the 
one, does not apply so well to the other. Brazil claims the right to exclude 
all other nations from the use of the Amazon and at the same time insists 
upon the right to navigate the La Plata. This latter right is said to result 
from Treaty stipulations. If the Treaty of 1850 between the Government 
of Brazil and that of Paraguay be that on which this right is predicated, it 
may well be doubted whether such right exists in Brazil by Treaty stipula- 
tions. If the fact be that no Treaty confers the right on Brazil to navigate 
the waters which pass through the territory of Paraguay, then if Brazil has 
a right to navigate the waters of Paraguay, it results from the fact of Brazil 
owning territory on the upper waters of the streams which flow through the 
territorial limits of Paraguay. A right, thus founded is sanctioned by the 
law of nations and by the sentiments of mankind, and in this enlightened 
age cannot be successfully resisted. On this principle Brazil must no longer 
contend for the right she has heretofore exercised of excluding the nations 
on the upper waters of the Amazon from navigating that river, for the 
peaceable object of commerce with other nations. 

If the doctrine be as above alleged shall the Amazon the largest river 
in the world, and by far less capable, than any other, of being protected 
by fortifications from the passage of vessels, be made an exception? And 
shall it longer be closed from the common use of nations? 

The Government of the United States has a Treaty with Perii, by which 
it is entitled to all the privileges granted to the most favored nations, in the 
use of its waters and ports. Perfi has likewise a Treaty with Brazil, by 
which the latter has permission to navigate the waters of Perii and to enter 
its ports, on the upper waters of the Amazon. 

The decree of Perii of the 15**^ of April 1853, says: 


entitled to enjoy the same rights in regard to navigation and commerce, 
according to the said Treaties, shall be at liberty, in case they obtain the 
entry into the waters of the Amazon to enjoy on the banks of Peruvian 
rivers the same rights conceded to Brazilian vessels and subjects by 
the preceding Article. 

The Government of Perd have also decreed as follows. The decree of 
January 4, 1854 declares. Art. i : “ that Brazilian subjects may freely navigate 
the rivers of Peril which are tributaries of the Amazon, in accordance with 
Art. I of Treaty of 23^“^ October 1851 Art. 2 “That the Government shall 
designate on each river the ports where the contractors who shall have 
obtained the privilege of steam boat navigation may load and unload their 
merchandize.” 

The great obstacle then in the way of the United States to the use of 
the Amazon to its head-waters is presented by Brazil. This Government 
keeps that river closed to the other nations and makes of it but little use itself, 
a stream intended by its Author, as its size indicates for the use of the whole 
world. The Government of the United States claim as a natural right the 
privilege of navigating that stream with merchant vessels for the purpose 
of commercial intercourse with the nations residing on its upper waters, 

This claim we think, Is sustained by the law of nature and that of nations, 
and by the sentiments of mankind, generally. The United States are 
disposed to respect the claim set up by Brazil in this matter, and have 
proposed and still are desirous to enter into a General Treaty on the 
most liberal principles with Brazil, and to compensate that Government 
liberally for the privilege they seek in the free use for their citizens of the 
Amazon, 

Shall we not then without delay enter into negotiations on this subject 
and by liberal concessions on each side conduct our efforts to a successful 
issue? 

The undersigned takes this occasion [etc.]. 


689 

William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States'^ 

[extract] 

No. 39 Rio de Janeiro, July 30, 1855. 

Sir: Being well satisfied that the plan submitted on the 6*^ of December 
last^ on behalf of the Government of the United States to the Government 


subject of a Convention and to that of navigating the Amazon. 

I visited the Foreign Office two days after, hoping to meet the new 
Secretary. His Excellency was not there, but the Assistant Secretary was, 
with whom I had a conversation of about two hours. In this interview 
many of the points made in my Note of the 24**^ were referred to, some of 
which did not appear to be well relished by the Under-Secretary. It seemed 
to him rather strange that it should be said the Government of the United 
States was determined to secure for her citizens the free use of the Amazon, 
for commercial purposes, with the nations residing on its upper waters. He 
also endeavored to refute the suggestion in my Note, that the policy of Brazil, 
in relation to the navigation of the waters of the Amazon, and those of the 
La Plata, was not consistent. In fact, the whole Note had a bearing, widely 
different from the views entertained by him. Whether this Note will 
stimulate action, where none was intended, is yet to be seen. 

Very Respectfully [etc.]. 


690 

William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States^ 

[extract] 

No. 40 Rio de Janeiro, August 13, 1833. 

Sir: ... I have endeavored to ascertain the views of this Government, 
in relation to the plan for a Convention now under consideration here; but 
have learned nothing more than has been stated in former Despatches. 

The policy of Brazil, in making Treaties, as I understand it, is to treat 
with powers weaker than herself, and to reject all propositions for Treaties, 
coming from Governments more powerful than she is. . . . 

I am, Sir, [etc.]. 


691 

William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States^ 

[extract] 

No. 43 Rio de Janeiro, October 30, 1835. 

Sir: . . . Inthemonthof August last, a revolution occurred at Montevideo, 
in the Republic of Uruguay by which the President Flores was compelled to 

* Above, this part, doc. 688. * Despatches, Brazil, vol. 22. 

• Despatches, Brazil, vol. 22. 


at this Court, Mr. A. Rodrigues, on the 17*^^ September last, addressed a 
communication to this Legation, containing a statement of the transaction, 
of which I enclose a copy, marked E-43 The Government of Brazil has sent 
the Viscount [Visconde] de Abaet4 to Uruguay, with full power, it is said, 
to adjust all differences. The result of this mission is not yet known. . . . 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 


transmitted a newspaper containing documents regarding a controversy between that 
Government and the Brazilian representative at Asuncion, over the boundary dispute be- 
tween the two countries. The documents are in Spanish, and cover sixty-four printed 
pages between octavo and folio size. 

» The following is the communication to Trousdale from the Uruguayan minister at Rio 
de Janeiro; it is followed by the enclosures which accompanied it: 

Antonio Rodriguez, Uruguayan Minister to Brazil, to William Trousdale, 
United States Minister to Brazil 

E -43 Rio de Janeiro, September 17, iSss- 

Mr. Minister: The events which occurred in the capital of the Oriental Republic 
of Uruguay on the 28th of last month, have caused the Government of that state to 
declare suspended its official relations with the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary accredited to it by His Majesty the Emperor of Brazil. 

The motives which have influenced my Government to adopt such a measure are so 
well known that its official explanation will contribute in no degree to increase the deep 
conviction already entertained by the public regarding its perfect expediency, legality 
and justice. 

Notwithstanding, my Government, animated by the desire of obtaining upon all 
occasions the support of the governments which are allied or friendly to the Republic, 
has entrusted me with the special duty — which I fulfill with much pleasure — of com- 
municating particularly to each one of the Ministers and Foreign Agents composing 
the Diplonaatic Corps accredited to this Court, the attached documents [They follow. 
— Ed.], which I have the honor to address to Your Excellency in the form of certified 
copies through which the Government of the United States will learn of the true causes of 
misunderstanding which have brought about the suspension of official relations with 
the representative of His Majesty the Emperor of Brazil in the Republic, and will be 
able to form for itself an exact judgment of what has constituted moderation, law and 
justice In the proceedings under discussion. 

Having thus discharged the duty entrusted to me by my Government, I hope Your 
Excellency will find therein an eloquent testimony of the respect and confidence inspired 
in this Government by the noble virtues which distinguish the enlightened Government 
so worthily represented in this Court by Your Excellency. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

Francisco Agell, Minister of Foreign A fairs of Uruguay, to Jos6 Maria do 
Amaral, Brazilian Minister to Uruguay 

No. 1. Montevideo, August 2Q, 1S55. 

The undersigned, Minister of Foreign Relations, has the honor to address himself to 
His Excellency the Minister of the Empire of Brazil, Df D" Jos6 M'‘ do Amaral to inform 
him that he is at the front of the Nation with forces sufficient to put down the Anarch- 
ists, who yesterday took possession of a part of the city, thus trampling upon all con- 
stitutional principles, and at the same time to indicate to Your Excellency, that, de- 
siring to avoid by all possible means the shedding of blood between the Orientals, he 
hopes for the cooperation of His Excellency the Minister with the Auxiliary Army at 
his command, in accordance with the agreements existing between the Government of 
the Republic and that of His Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, and in fulfilling the order 
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No. 2. August 31, 1855. 

Excellency: The undersigned, Minister of Foreign Relations, had the honor of 
addressing to His Excellency the Minister of the Empire of Brazil, Dr D“ Jose Maria do 
Amaral, a note dated the 29th instant which was of an urgent nature, copy of which is 
attached, and which was delivered to the Headquarters of the Brazilian forces at the 
three Crosses. 

The undersigned notes with surprise that His Excellency has not seen fit to reply to it; 
he would not wish to form a judgment on the strength of this which would be painful to 
him to anticipate; notwithstanding, it is my duty to state to His Excellency that the 
express case stipulated by the treaty celebrated between my Government and that of 
His Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, of an armed rebellion to overthrow the Constitu- 
tional President of the Republic, having arisen, and gathering strength with impunity, 
notwithstanding the forces of the Empire which should serve to overthrow it, he sees 
with concern that these forces remain unmoved in contravention of the said treaty. It 
is for this reason that His Excellency the President of the Republic directs me to address 
the Minister Plenipotentiary of the Empire of Brazil, Dr D" Jose Maria do Amaral, in 
order to obtain a prompt and categorical response in respect thereto within a period of 
twenty-four hours from the present. 

And in complying with the orders of my Government, I have the honor to offer assur- 
ances of my highest and most distinguished respect. God preserve Your Excellency 
many years. 

No. 3. September z, 1855. 

Excellency; The undersigned, in addressing himself to the Minister Plenipotentiary 
of His Majesty the Emperor of Brazil, D“ Jose M'^ do Amaral, complies with the direc- 
tions given to him by his Government to declare to Your Excellency that by two official 
notes dated the 29th and 31st of last month, he had the honor to bring to Your knowl- 
edge the scandalous rebellion, stirred up by some anarchists who managed through 
a premeditated act to take possession of the city, and moreover, attempted to assas- 
sinate His Excellency the President of the Republic, who happily was able to escape. 

This outrageous event, the Impunity with which the anarchists continue to increase 
their forces and prepare points of defense under the protection of the allied forces; the 
indifference with which Your Excellency regards the position you should assume, in vio- 
lation of the treaty of alliance between my Government and that of His Majesty the 
Emperor of Brazil, impose upon my Government the duty of protesting, as it does, 
against the conduct observed by the Minister Plenipotentiary of Brazil, making him re- 
sponsible to his Government for all the Ills which must result to the country; suspending 
at the same time its relations with the Imperial Minister until satisfaction worthy of his 
Government is obtained for infraction of the good faith with which the Government of 
the Republic accepted the treaties of alliance with His Majesty the Emperor. 

And in thus fulfilling the orders of my Government, I have the honor to assure the 
Minister Plenipotentiary of Brazil of my most distinguished consideration. God pre- 
serve Your Excellency many years. 

Antonio Rodriguez, Uruguayan Minister to Brazil, to JosS Maria da 
Silva Paranhos, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil 

Rio DE Janeiro, September 10, 1833 . 

The undersigned. Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, has received 
orders from his Government to address himself to Sr. Don Jose M”' da Silva Paranhos, 
recjuesting the immediate recall of Don Jos6 M** do Amaral, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of His Majesty, in the interest of the peace, harmony and good 
understanding which must exist between the Republic and the Empire. 

The injudicious conduct of Sr. Amaral in the discharge of his official duties: the fre- 
quent neglect of which he is guilty with respect to the supreme authority to which he is 
accredited by his sovereign and, lastly, his ostensible intimacy and alliance with all that 
is most hostile and most prejudicial to that same authority In the country where it reigns 
and is generally obeyed and respected, are so many considerations which lead to the 
conviction that his person, very much esteemed in other respects. Is not one of the most 
suitable to be charged with the realization of those inestimable benefits which are the 

constant ohicct of the solicitiirlf' and vicrilanca of both Governments. 
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strange manner, is to excite undue intimations against the person of His Excellency the 
lawful President of the Republic, encourage illicit hopes among his political opponents, 
and spread distrust through all classes of that society, with the determined purpose of 
rendering his administrative path difficult, and obliging him, perhaps, by Iffiis means, 
to yield to demands absolutely incompatible with his position as Supreme Chief of an 
independent nation, and with the honest conception of loyalty and good faith so justly 
due to the Government of His Imperial Majesty. 

Such are the odious interpretations to which has given rise, both within and without 
the country, the conduct observed by the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary accredited by His Imperial Majesty to the Government of the Oriental 

Republic of Uruguay. o ta t - 

The undersigned, notwithstanding, is particularly pleased to assure Sr. Don Jose 
Maria da Silva Paranhos, Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Relations, most 
explicitly that the Government of the Republic, for its part, has never done that of the 
Empire the injury of supposing it to be either directly or indirectly implicated in such 
conduct. 

Moreover, in the meantime, it likewise considers that its author can not fail to be 
subject to some sort of responsibility or censure on the part of his Government, and 
does not see what other can be so legitimately imposed upon him as that which will 
make it absolutely impossible for him to compromise with his personal acts the good 
relations existing between the two Governments. 

Under such circumstances, and considering moreover how disagreeable it would be 
for the Government of the Republic to continue its relations with that of His Imperial 
majesty through the medium of a person who is notoriously unfriendly to it, and who, in 
the opinion of his countrymen is an enemy of public order and tranquillity: the under- 
signed confidently hopes that the Government of His Majesty will be so good as to send 
its letter of recall as soon as possible to the said Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary, Don Jose [Jose] Maria do Amaral, and appoint any other of its sub- 
jects, who, equally meriting its confidence, may combine in a superior degree the 
qualities that are necessary in order to work advantageously in the interest of the con- 
solidation of peace, strengthening of relations of friendship and good understanding, 
and promotion of the happiness and mutual well-being of both states. 

The Government of His Majesty would thereby give a great proof of friendship to 
that of the Republic, at the same time that it would free the latter from the very natural 
regret of seeing itself obliged to adopt other measures, with respect to Sr. Amaral of a 
less conciliatory character, but none the less authorized by regard for its own security, 
and by the principles and practices of the law of nations. 

Having thus fulfilled the orders of my Government, the undersigned has the honor 
to reaffirm to Sr. Don Jose Maria da Silva Paranhos, Minister and Secretary of State 
for Foreign Relations of the Empire, the assurance of his high esteem and distinguished 
consideration. 

Antonio Rodriguez, Uruguayan Minister to Brazil, to Jos6 Maria da Silva 
Paranhos, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil 

Rio DE Janeiro, September 14, i8ss- 

Mr. Minister: A disgraceful insurrection has just taken place in the capital of the 
Oriental Republic of Uruguay. 

On the 28th of last month, a group of misguided men dared to rise against the person 
and legitimate authority of the Supreme chief of that State who has found it necessary 
for that reason to abandon temporarily the seat of his Government. 

Order has been disturbed; public tranquillity there has been seriously compromised: 
the constitution violated, ridiculed, cast down, in broad day and in the face of all the 
world. 

In the meantime, the Imperial Division, which, by the Treaty of Alliance of October 
12, 1851, and subsequent Agreement of August 5, 1854, was admitted into the territory 
of the Republic with the determined object of leading effective support to the legitimate 
authority, provided it should be in defense of order, public tranquillity, and constitu- 
tional principles, has crossed its arms and remains an indifferent spectator to those 



William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to Jose Maria da Silva 
Paranhos, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil^ 

Rio de Janeiro, November 8 , i 8 sj 

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the United States presents his compliments to His Excellency Jos6 Maria da 
Silva Paranhos, of the Council of H. M. the Emperor, Minister and Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honor to state that a publication, 
not official, appeared in the Jornal do Commercio of the 25^*^ October 1855, 
which contained an unsatisfactory account of the murder of five or six 
American citizens, by a detachment of Brazilian officers and soldiers from 
the Fort at Tabatinga, on the frontier of Perd. The following is quoted 
from the publication; 

“The arms, plates and boxes bore the marks of North American manufac- 
turers, thus leaving no doubt respecting the origin of such guests.” 

The publication also shows that an official report of the transaction has 
been made to the Government. The undersigned quotes the following: 
“But little can be ascertained from the official communication of the 
commander, as to what occurred in the action between the detachment and 
the fugitives.” 

The undersigned being desirous to ascertain the facts of this transaction, 
and supposing that no objection exists to a speedy compliance with the 
request, has to ask the favor of His Excellency to forward to this Legation a 
statement of the facts, as reported to the Government of Brazil by the officer 
under whose order this barbarous occurrence was executed. 

The undersigned takes this occasion [etc.]. 

Footnote i, page 482 — Continued 

but the representative of His Majesty, failing in the consideration and civility which are 
due to the Chief of every Sovereign and Independent State, as the Oriental Republic of 
Uruguay is and always will be, has not deigned to consider its just claims, nor has he 
even replied to them. 

In the meantime public opinion throughout the country designates that same Minis- 
ter as the accomplice and principal supporter of that uprising, to the realization of which 
he has contributed with the influence of his position and with his advice more openly and 
with less caution than would comport with the circumspection befitting his public 
character. 

In such a situation, then, my duty requires that I protest In the most formal and 
solemn manner in the name of my Government, against the manifest infraction of the 
Treaty of Alliance of October 12, 1851, and Agreement of August 5, 1854, and against 
the abuses committed by the said Minister Plenipotentiary of His Imperial Majesty 
against the public faith, immunities and privileges conceded by the Law of Nations to 
foreign agents of his class; and against the injuries and damages to the Oriental Govern- 
ment and people which may have originated or may in the future originate therefrom. 

Which protest I hope Your Excellency will be good enough to concede to me, with 
assurance of my perfect esteem and distinguished consideration. 

» Despatches, Brazil, vol. 22, enclosed with Trousdale to the Secretary of State, below, 




Josi Maria da Silva Paranhos, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, to 
William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil^ 

Rio de Janeiro, November jo, 185$. 

The undersigned, of the Council of His Majesty the Emperor, Minister 
and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, had the honor to receive the note 
dated the 8th instant, in which Mr. W. Trousdale, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States, requested to be advised 
with regard to the official report received by the Imperial Government as to 
the conflict which recently occurred on the frontier of the Provincia de 
Amazonas, and which was discussed by the “Jornal do Commercio” of this 
city in its number of the 25th of last month. 

The undersigned begs to inform Mr. Trousdale of the report which the 
President of the Provincia do Amazonas, rendered regarding the event in 
question, under date of the 3rd ultimo. 

The military authority at Tabatinga on the Brazilian frontier was informed 
by the Governor of the District of Loreto [in] Peruvian territory, that nine 
foreigners, Americans or Germans, had attacked the residency house of the 
Governor of Tengo Maria, stolen the sum of six hundred pesos in money, 
and various effects worth eighty seven pesos and five reals, in addition to 
other objects which were mentioned in the said report. The above men- 
tioned Peruvian authority requested that, if the criminals passed into 
Brazilian territory they be apprehended and sent back to be tried and pun- 
ished there for the offense which they had just committed. 

On August i8th, at two o’clock in the morning, i.e. thirteen days after 
the date of the above mentioned communication, six unknown foreigners 
who, it was naturally to be presumed, were of the number of those who had 
been denounced by the Peruvian authorities, appeared at the frontier at 
Tabatinga. No sooner had they been informed that they could not pass 
without a permit, than they opened fire on the small guard posted there, 
which resulted in the death of one of the soldiers of said force, the serious 
wounding of another, and the dispersion of the remainder. 

Having been informed of this occurrence and that the perpetrators of 
the deed were proceeding down the river, the Commandant of the Port of 
Tabatinga at once despatched a force of eleven men to capture them. At 
two o’clock in the afternoon of the same day, the i8th of August, they were 
sighted off the Island of Javary, where they landed in great haste throwing 
into the river several packages which they were carrying. Being pursued 
there by the guard and called upon to surrender, they attempted to resist, 
as they had done at Tabatinga on the frontier, and as a result of this conflict. 



Jrresident or tne rrovincia ae /imazonas sent to tne imperial ijovernment 
immediately after the occurrence. The nationality of the unfortunate 
persons in question was not known, nor does the Imperial Government have 
proof that the arms which they carried bore the mark of North American 
factories, as stated by the correspondent of the newspaper mentioned by 
Mr. Trousdale. 

The Imperial Government hastened to instruct its representative in the 
Provincia do Amazonas to continue the investigations prescribed by law 
in such cases, and to take the greatest precautions to police and defend 
that frontier so as to avoid a repetition of such deplorable occurrences. 

The undersigned believes that he has complied with the quite proper 
demand of Mr. Trousdale and avails himself of the occasion [etc.]. 


694 

William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States^ 

No. 44 Rio de Janeiro, November i 6 , iSyy. 

Sir: In the “Jornal do Commercio” of the 2$^^ October 1855, appeared 
a tragical narration, of a party of American citizens, proceeding from 
Australia, who had landed in Callao de Lima. Having been unsuccessful in 
Australia, they went in search of a country where gold was more abundant 
and where fewer were engaged in searching for it. These adventurers, it 
was said, expected to find a new El Dorado on the banks of the Amazon, and 
they declared their intention of proceeding there, with the view of becoming 
rich within a few days. 

The "Jornal” further stated: — “There is no positive proof of their 
having carried out their intention, but it is very probable that the following 
account of a bloody encounter between some Brazilian troops of the garrison 
of Tabatinga, on the frontier of Perii, and six adventurers of the Anglo-Saxon 
race, who fled from the territory of that Republic, came down the Amazon, 
and entered on our waters, is closely connected with the accounts received 
from Lima. 

The “Jornal" then gives the following statement: 

“Barra, September 9*.^’’ 

“An express sent by the commander of the frontier of Tabatinga brought 
us on the 2“^ inst. the startling account of a conflict of the most serious 

I Despatches, Brazil, vol. 22. 



of strangers descending from Perii and our garrison on that frontier.” . 

“On the i8*^ at 2 O’clock in the morning one of our soldiers was serioU^ 
wounded by the firing of a revolver, and at 2 O’clock in the afternoon of * 
next day the six aggressors were defeated in an engagement with a det:^^ 
ment of ten men sent to pursue them and bring them back to the fort, 
having forcibly passed the frontier on the preceding night and answered ^ 
call of our sentinel by firing on him.” 

It is then stated that: “The further details of this occurrence are not 
well known, but I transmit to you, the most authentic account I have !)<** 
able to obtain of this painful transaction.” 

“Captain Joaquim Bernardino Magalhaes Garcez, commander of 
frontier of Tabatinga, received a communication from the Governor ^ 
Loreto, who stated that a party of strangers came to Loreto, who had fort** 
him to give them passports to continue down the Amazon; that he h*' 
received an order from the Governor General of Nauta to seize the s-** 
strangers, they having committed a robbery amounting to $600 in money ' 
$500 worth of merchandise; he (the Governor of Loreto) could not resist 
said strangers, not having sufficient forces for that purpose, and he there!'’* 
communicated these facts to the Brazilian commander in order that he * 
adopt whatever measures he thought proper.” 

“This news arrived on the evening of the 17*''; the strangers soon 
lowed, after having made use of violence towards the Governor, and 
tinned on to Tabatinga in a boat, six in number: Captain Garcez immediattd ^ 
ordered out a patrol, which he posted on the river above the fort of Tub«* 
tinga, and ordered it to hail and bring to the fort any boat descenditi' 
from Peru,” 

“About 2 O’clock in the morning the boat was perceived and boarded I » 
the patrol, whose boat accompanied the other a short distance in its dest‘(‘ix 1 
and upon the patrol’s insisting upon their landing at Tabatinga, the men ti: 
the boat finally answered by a discharge, which killed the mate and wouiulfi 
a soldier named Rodrigues, whose body was penetrated by the shot of 
revolver; one of the Indian boat-men was also slightly wounded. In ctin 
sequence of so unexpected an answer, the patrol, composed of three 
retired to report the occurrence, as they had received no orders to oppon 
so violent and outrageous an act, and could not consequently return th 
fire which had been made upon them in so unjustifiable a manner.” 

“The boat continued on its course and no attention whatever was paid 1 1 
the summons to stop and communicate with the commander of our outpunt 
This officer, seeing his authority thus scorned, and being outraged by m 
attempt to assassinate his patrol which resulted in the death of the mate Ufi, 
serious wound inflicted on one of the men, immediately ordered a detachmen 


Lieut. Santos, who brought the different documents upon the subject and 
who belonged to the detachment, reports that the fugitives, on seeing the 
detachment, commanded by Lima approach, landed on the Island of Javary, 
opposite the mouth of the river, threw some boxes into the river and en- 
deavored to take refuge in the forest, and prepared themselves to again 
repel by the use of arms any demands which the authorities, in fulfilling 
their duty might see fit to make. Captain Lima, seeing this, divided his 
forces, landing a portion of them above the other boat, and with the rest he 
landed below the same point. In the attack which then occurred and in 
which the strangers were exposed to a cross fire, and were inferior both in 
situation and in number, the result was that five of them were killed by our 
men and the sixth took refuge in the forest, where he could not be found the 
same day, and where he could not avoid perishing, being probably mortally 
wounded and in a marshy and desolate Island.” 

“The bodies were thrown into the river as there were no instruments on 
hand to dig burial-places for them; and it was anything but prudent to 
convey them to Tabatinga on account of the rapid decomposition which 
would have been dangerous to the boat’s crew.” 

“No one was killed in our detachment in this second encounter of the 19*.*^. 
The features of the dead men indicated that they belonged to the Anglo- 
Saxon race; their effects were preserved in testimony, and were handed to 
the commander of the Province; consisting of one gun, 2 six-shooters (a 
third one remaining at Tabatinga) a bowie-knife about 9 inches long, and 
various little articles contained in a bag; the arms, boxes and plates bore 
the marks of North American manufacturers thus leaving no doubt respect- 
ing the origin of such guests; however, as they threw their trunks into the 
river, no coins, papers, or other indications of the nationality of the bodies 
have been found.” 

“The Vice-President sent up the State’s Attorney of Ega to proceed to 
an investigation of the whole occurrence.” 

The above statement not professing to be official, I addressed a Note 
to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, asking him to send to this 
Legation the facts of the case, as reported to the Imperial Government by 
the officer commanding the fortress of Tabatinga, who ordered out the 
detachment. My Note bears date the 8*^ inst. and the answer is dated on 
the io‘'^ of the month. I hereby enclose copies of them marked A"** 

In my Despatch N° 43 mention is made of the case of the Bark “Edna”; 
a communication on that subject has been received since, at this office, 
1 For these notes, see above, this part, docs. 692 and 693. 
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PART IV : COMMUNICATIONS FROM BRAZIL 


from the United States Consul at Rio Grande, George F. Upton Esqr. of 
which I herewith send you a copy marked 

Some revolutionary movements are said to be in operation in Buenos 
Ayres, though nothing of much interest had occurred at the date of our 
information. 

The Cholera is still in this City, but is said to be abating. Upwards of 
four thousand persons are reported to have died of it. 

The “Bainbridge” left this Port yesterday for the river de La Plata. 

The Flag Ship ‘'Savannah” is at anchor in the Bay, having recently re- 
turned from a cruise of about one month; evening before last, I had a visit 
from the vigilant, prudent commander on this station. Commodore W. D. 
Salter, who reports all well. 

The box of books, lately forwarded to the Legation, is in port, I learn, 
but not yet landed. 

The Brazilian troops which have been stationed at Montevideo are under 
orders to leave that Republic. 

I am. Sir [etc.]. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to Jos 6 Maria da Silva 
Paranhos, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil ^ 

Rio de Janeiro, November 21, iBfS. 

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the United States, presents his compliments to His Excellency Jos6 Maria da 
Silva Paranhos, of the Council of H. M. the Emperor, Minister and Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honor to again ask the attention of 
His Excellency to the fact, that the undersigned, on the 6**^ of December 
last, 2 submitted to His Excellency’s predecessor a plan for a Convention 
between the Empire of Brazil and the Government of the United States. 

This proposed Convention contains, among other things, a proposition 
for the free navigation of the waters of the river Amazon, by the citizens 
of the United States, 

In addition to reasons given on former occasions, why the citizens of the 
United States and the commercial world at large should enjoy the privilege 
of free navigation on the waters of the Amazon, the undersigned will suggest 
the following. 

On the of October 1851, Per6 gave to Brazil the right to navigate her 
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coasts, ports and places at which foreign commerce is or may be permitted. 

Perd issued a Decree throwing open to the United States the same ports 
that she had thrown open to Brazil. 

A change took place in Perd, in the Minister of Foreign Affairs. It was 
declared that the Treaty of Navigation concluded with Brazil on the 23"'^ 
of October 1851, was a special one, regarding the interior waters of the 
Republic; and a Decree explanatory of that of April 15*'' 1852 was issued, 
which virtually repeals the 2“*^ Article of that Decree, which 2“^ Article gives 
to our citizens and vessels the same rights in the Peruvian waters of the 
Amazon that are given to the subjects and vessels of Brazil by the Treaty 
of the 23 ’'d October 1851. 

The Bolivian Government declares free to the commerce and mercantile 
navigation of all the nations of the Globe, the waters of the navigable 
rivers which, flowing through the territory of this nation, empty into 
the Amazon and Paraguay. Free ports are also declared on the said 
waters. 

On the 26*** November 1853, the Senate and House of Representatives of 
Ecuador, in Congress assembled, declared that their rivers and other streams 
flowing into the Amazon, were free for navigation for vessels to whatever 
nation they belonged for twenty years, and goods imported to be free for 
the same time. 

American rivers, whose navigation is of interest to various nations, 
ought to be considered, as prolongations of the sea, open to all the world, 
by natural right, and tvithout the necessity of Treaty stipulations, the 
Amazon being one of that class. 

The general benefit of commerce, which increases every day, should 
regulate the doctrines of international law. This law has always followed 
the changes of civilization, has been, and is progressive, suiting itself to the 
existing state of things. 

Brazil is an American nation; she is in friendship with the United States; 
they are both the most powerful and wealthy nations on this Continent ; both 
are slave-holding powers; the trade between them is advantageous, particu- 
larly to Brazil. In her apprehension of us, she does us a wrong, which it is 
hoped, she will soon discover. 

It is sometimes said that we keep the navigation of our rivers to ourselves. 
This is not true. 

The vessel of any foreign nation passing through the formalities of the 
Custom-House at New-Orleans, may carry her cargo under her own flag to 
St. Louis, Memphis & Cincinnati, ports of delivery, discharge there, and 
take in a return cargo for her own country. So on the Hudson and other 
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commerce. 

The Spanish Republics of the Amazon have established the freedom of 
the seas upon their navigable tributaries of that river. They have invited 
the world to come and use their waters. 

By their decrees, these Republics have removed the navigation of the 
Amazon from the condition of a diplomatic question with Brazil, and 
made it a great international question, for the determination of the law of 
nations. 

These decrees have converted the navigable tributaries of the Amazonian 
Republics into arms of the high seas. 

This wise action, on the part of those Republics has changed the character 
of the Amazon, internationally, as it flows through the territory of Brazil 
and has converted it, from a river into a strait, connecting navigable arms 
of the sea with the main Ocean. 

No nation, even should it own both shores of such a strait, has the right 
to close it against the world, as a common highway. 

This right of navigation may be modified for the security of the State 
through which the river passes. 

The Amazon is not like any other river, and cannot be brought within 
the rule which has been applied to others. 

The undersigned takes this occasion [etc.]. 
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Memorandum of a conversation between William Trousdale^ United States 
Minister to Brazil, and Visconde de Maranguape at Rio de Janeiro, 
December 6, 1855} 

On the 6*^ of December 1855 Mr. Trousdale had a lengthy and confidential 
interview with the yiscount de Muraguape [Maranguape]. This distin- 
guished gentleman, who has filled with marked ability the highest positions 
in the gift of his country, (among others, that of Minister of Foreign Affairs) 
is now, a Senator of the Empire and one of a Committee of Three of the 
Council of State, charged with the examination of the subject of a Treaty 
with the United States. The other two members of this Committee are the 
Marquis de Abrantes, the reporter, and Eusebio de Queir6s Mattoso Camara, 
both Senators. 

Mr. Trousdale opened the conversation by inquiring what progress, if 
any, had been made in the examination of the plan of a Treaty with the 
United States, submitted by him about twelve months ago and whether there 


was any probability of its meeting with the approval of the Imperial Gov- 
ernment. 

The Viscount replied that he was happy to be able to inform Mr. Trousdale 
that in a very few days a Report upon that subject would be made by the 
Marquis de Abrantes, favorable to the conslusion of the Treaty proposed, 
and there was every probability that the views of the Committee, of which 
he was a member, would be ultimately adopted by the Imperial Government. 

The Viscount remarked that a Treaty with the United States had always 
been one of his most cherished projects and that he had frequently advocated 
such a measure; but his views had met with formidable opposition among 
the leading men of Brazil, proceeding from the arbitrary and overbearing 
interpretation given by France and England to their former Treaties with 
Brazil, and which the latter, as the weaker power, had been forced to submit 
to. Those Treaties besides, contained stipulations affecting the interior 
Port — and Custom-House regulations of the Empire which rendered them 
exceedingly obnoxious to the people. But the Convention proposed by Mr. 
Trousdale presented nothing of the kind; it was based upon general prin- 
ciples of reciprocity, such as no liberal nation could object to, and he (the 
Viscount) did not doubt but what it would be favorably received, even 
among its former opponents. The Marquis d’Abrantes himself had for- 
merly been hostile to the policy of making Treaties, but had lately become 
a warm advocate of the proposed Convention with the United States. 

Mr. Trousdale inquired what were considered to be the Emperor’s views 
respecting the Treaty and whether it was likely H, M. had turned his atten- 
tion to the subject. 

The Viscount answered that he had good reason for supposing that the 
Emperor was favorably disposed to the Treaty and had thoroughly examined 
the subject, probably at the suggestion made by Mr. Trousdale in an inter- 
view he had with H. M. at Petropolis some time previous. If the plan was 
approved by the Council of State and Ministers, it was very likely the Em- 
peror would present no obstacle. 

In addition to other arguments in favor of the Treaty Mr. Trousdale asked 
the Viscount whether he was aware that a distinct intimation had been held 
out, both by France and England, of an intention on their part to interfere 
hereafter in the affairs of this Continent. The time was not distant, 
when France might endeavor to aggrandise herself at the expense of Brazil, 
by claiming the Amazon as the southern frontier of her Cayenne possessions, 
the boundaries of which had been left hitherto undefined. In view of these 
pretensions and of the mighty alliance now formed in Western Europe 
would it not be a wise policy for Brazil to enter into closer bonds of friendship 


The Viscount replied that he had always considered the United States and 
Brazil to be natural friends and allies ; that nature intended them to be such 
by an identity of interests and a similarity of institutions, social and political. 
Brazil although a monarchy was in many respects as free, politically, as a 
Republic, and her social institutions, particularly slavery, which must be 
preserved, pointed to the necessity of a closer alliance with the American 
Union. As the two controlling powers of the Continent they were bound, 
by every consideration of good policy to strengthen the ties of friendship 
existing between them. 

Mr. Trousdale, in conclusion, stated that as the present administration in 
the United States was drawing to a close, it was very desirable that negotia- 
tions should begin as soon as possible, in order that the Treaty might be 
concluded during his residence at this Court, 

The Viscount answered that he could not give Mr. Trousdale any positive 
assurance as to the precise period of the approval of the Treaty by the 
Emperor, but he entertained no doubt whatever that the Treaty would be 
concluded, and that at an early day, and finally he assured Mr. Trousdale 
that he heartily favored the project and would contribute all in his power to 
its realization. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L, Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

(extracts] 

No. 45 Rio de Janeiro, December 14, iSfS- 

Sir: ... On the December 1854^ I submitted a plan for a Convention 
to the Brazilian Government, to which no reply in writing has been received. 
By Note bearing date 21"* ultimo® I. invited the attention of the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs to that fact. On the ii^^ inst. I visited His Excel- 
lency, the Secretary, at his residence, and had a personal interview with him 
of more than two hours. His Excellency, on this occasion, gave me a full 
exposi of his views on such points as I felt interested in. In speaking of the 
plan for a Convention, His Excellency said, he thought the main object of 
that measure was, to open the river Amazon to free navigation. This river, 
he said, would be opened for the navigation of all nations in a short time; 
but the Brazilian Government preferred to open the Amazon voluntarily, 
to doing it by Treaty with any one nation. Among the reasons assigned for 
delay in opening the Amazon, was that Brazil had undefined boundaries 
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be adjusted; after these difficulties were disposed of the river would be 
opened. The policy of Brazil, His Excellency said, in relation to Treaties, 
has undergone no change, and he expressed the belief, that our privileges 
now, were as ample, as could be obtained by Treaty. His Excellency further 
added that a Report would soon be made on the plan proposed, and he could 
not tell what might be the result. Many other things were spoken of during 
this interview, which I deem it unnecessary here to state. I herewith enclose 
a copy of my Note, marked A**® 

. . . On the instant I visited the Viscount de Muranguape [Maran- 
guape] at his residence. This gentleman is a member of a Committee of 
three, to whom has been submitted the plan for a Convention between the 
United States and Brazil. The Viscount fully approves of the plan as sub- 
mitted, and he says the other gentlemen are likewise pleased with it, and 
that a favorable Report will be made by the Marquis d’Abrantes in a few 
days, recommending the adoption of the plan as it was submitted. The 
Viscount added that he could give me no positive assurance that the Treaty 
would be made; but that he had but little doubt on the subject, and that he 
thought the Marquis d’Abrantes would be made the negotiator. I enclose 
a Note of this interview marked 

An arrival here some days ago from Montevideo brings the intelligence 
that a revolution broke out in that city on the 24®*^ November 1855, which 
lasted about five days and in which 17 persons were killed and 31 wounded. 
One of the causes of this revolution appears to have been the withdrawal 
of the Brazilian troops formerly stationed there. On the night of the 24**^ 
the Government received notice that the conservative party headed by Col. 
Munoz would attempt a revolution. The President Bustamente then called 
upon Gen. Flores who was outside of the city with Gen. Oribe to come to 
the support of the Government. To this Gen. Flores consented and after 
several days firing in the streets the insurrection was effectually quelled; 
the insurgents accepted the amnesty conferred upon them by the President 
and left in great numbers for Buenos Ayres. Gen. Bustamente organized a 
new Ministry and at the last accounts order was entirely restored. 

I am. Sir [etc.]. 

> See above, this part, doc. 695. 

* See above, this part, doc. 696, his memorandum of the conference of December 6, 1855. 



Francisco Aguiar de Andrada, Brazilian Charge d' Affaires ad interim ^ at 
Washington, to William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United 
States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, March i, 1856. 


The Charge d’Affaires, ad interim, of H. M. the Emperor of Brazil, has 
the honor of presenting his compliments to the Hon W- L. Marcy, Secretary 
of State, and transmits to H. Er, by order of his Government, and for the 
information of the Government of the United States, an authentic copy 
of the note which H. E. the Councilor Josd Maria da Silva Paranhos, Minister 
and Secretary of State of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, addressed on the 8*^ of 
July last, to the Minister and Secretary of State, ad interim, of foreign rela- 
tions of the Republic of Paraguay, wherein are fully developed the bases of 
the right which the Government of Brazil maintains, in the questions pend- 
ing between the Empire and that Republic. 

The Charg6 d’Affaires, ad interim, of H. M. the Emperor of Brazil, avails 
himself of this occasion [etc.] 


[translation] 

Rio de Janeiro, July 8, 1855. 


The undersigned, of the council of H. M. the Emperor of Brazil, Minister 
and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, has the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of the note which was addressed, by order of the M. E. President of 
the republic of Paraguay, to the predecessor of the undersigned, under date 
of the 28*^ of last April, by S- D Jose Falcao, Minister and Secretary of 
State for Foreign Relations, ad interim, of the Republic aforesaid. 

In this note, the Minister of Foreign Relations states that a treaty of 
friendship, commerce and navigation, between the Republic of Paraguay 
and the government of H. M. the Emperor, had been adjusted concluded and 
signed, by the respective plenipotentiaries, which makes free to the citizens 
and subjects of the two high parties the navigation of the rivers over which 
each of them has the right of sovereignty on either side. 

The Minister of Foreign Relations adds that H. E. the President was like- 
wise extremely desirous to adjust and conclude a treaty of limits, in order 
to put an end, at once, to all questions and discussions with the government 
of H. M. the Emperor, but that unfortunately, the plenipotentiaries had dis- 
agreed in regard to the understanding and application of the principle or 
basis of the uti possidetis and it was necessary to come to a determination 
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ana navigation, until tne adjustement and conclusion of the treaty of limits, 
as intimately connected. 

The Minister concludes by assuring that H. E. the President is extremely 
sorry for this delay, but that he cherishes a flattering hope that the Cabinet 
of H. M. the Emperor, taking into serious consideration the arguments which 
the Paraguayan plenipotentiary has submitted to the plenipotentiary of His 
Imperial Majesty, in some written communications will not long delay in 
coming to an agreement upon the treaty of limits, in a manner which shall 
render it impossible to disturb anew the relations of friendship and good 
understanding between the two governments, which is the desideratum of 
H. E. the President of the Republic. 

Having communicated to H. M. the Emperor the aforesaid note of the 
Minister of Foreign Relations, the treaty of friendship commerce and naviga- 
tion, and the additional convention which the respective plenipotentiaries 
signed in the city of Assumption, on the 27*'' of April of the present year, the 
undersigned has been ordered to declare, as he does declare, to the Minister 
of Foreign Relations, that the government of H. M. the Emperor has deter- 
mined not to ratify those adjustements, for the reasons which the undersigned 
will proceed to state. 

The right of Brazil to the free navigation or transit of her flag and subjects 
through the waters of the Paraguay river and that of Alto Parani, is a pre- 
existing right, independent of any new arrangement between the Empire 
and the Republic of Paraguay ; it is a right stipulated for and guarantied by 
the treaty of December 25''.’' 1850. 

H. M. the Emperor of Brazil and the M. E. President of the Republic of 
Paraguay engaged, by the 3’'*^ article of the aforesaid treaty, mutually to 
assist each other, in order that the navigation of Rio Parang, as far as Rio da 
Prata, should be free to the subjects of both nations. 

In these stipulations, the free navigation through the waters of the Para- 
guay and Parang rivers, in that part where the two nations hold the sover- 
eignty over said waters, for the flag and subjects of both, is implicitly and 
virtually admitted and secured. 

Nor is it possible to conceive how the two nations would have bound 
themselves by a solemn treaty, and through that treaty have pledged them- 
selves mutually to assist each other, in order that the navigation of the Rio 
Parand, in that part where said navigation depended on the concession of 
the other power, might be free to their respective subjects, if said navigation 
in the upper part of said river and its tributary — the Paraguay, depending 
solely on the same contracting parties, was not, and did not remain ipso facto 
free to both. 

The navigation of the Parand being made free to the Brazilian and Para- 



guayan flags, if Brazilian subjects were not allowed the right of transit 
through the Paraguay river, in order to reach the province of Matto Grosso 
and from thence down to the Rio da Prata, the reciprocity which was 
evidently intended, in the 3'*^ article of the treaty of December 25*!*, — a 
reciprocity which was one of the bases and one of the bonds of alliance be- 
tween the two governments, would be null. 

The treaty of December 25 had two principal and very obvious objects; — 
a defensive alliance against the Dictator Rosas, who threatened the inde- 
pendence of the Republic of Paraguay and of the Oriental Republic of 
Uruguay; the opening of a communication by water from Parand to the 
province of Matto Grosso and to the Republic of Paraguay, which were both 
excluded from foreign trade and from communication with the sea. 

The Dictator Rosas, by delaying the conclusion of the treaty of peace 
to which the Empire and the Argentine Confederacy had pledged themselves 
by the preliminary convention of the 27**^ of August 1828, nullified the free- 
dom of navigation of the Rio da Prata and its tributaries, which by the addi- 
tional article to said convention was to have been adjusted in that new 
treaty. 

The province of Matto Grosso was for this reason, deprived of its natural 
and most advantageous egress to Rio da Prata and to the ports of the 
Empire. 

The free navigation or transit of the Parand was a matter of common 
interest to both Brazil and to the Republic of Paraguay, who, therefore, 
pledged themselves to mutually assist each other in order to obtain it. 

To deny this natural understanding of the 3''* article of the treaty of 
December 25*^, is impossible; it were besides to pretend that there was not, 
in this pledge, on the part of the Republic of Paraguay, (which the Imperial 
Government cannot for one moment believe) the same good faith and cor- 
diality with which the Empire acted. 

The intentions which were most prominent at the conclusion of this 
compact, the spontaneous agreement pre-existing and virtually guaranteed 
in its 3’"'^ stipulation, were made even more clearly manifest in the provision 
of the article. 

In this article, H. M. the Emperor of Brazil and the M. E. President of the 
Republic of Paraguay, stipulated not only that they would establish, by 
the easiest, most rapid and surest means, a regular communication and inter- 
course, but that they would open high roads communicating between the two 
countries. 

Can it be possibly maintained that two enlightened and friendly govern- 
ments, inspired by the same sentiments and actuated by common interests, 
wh 


tween the province of Matto Grosso and the Republic of Paraguay? 

The Imperial Government made the transit through the interior of the 
Brazilian territory free to the commerce and subjects of the Republic of 
Paraguay; the government of the Republic did not grant, at the same time, 
to the commerce and subjects of Brazil, a free transit through the lower part 
of the river, which serves as a dividing line of demarkation to the two coun- 
tries; it reserved itself to make this concession when it should feel disposed to 
do so, or with a view to obtain through it, the objects of the alliance being 
accomplished, new concessions from Brazil! 

Such an interpretation of the 3'*^ article of the treaty of December 25 
would be repugnant to good sense, it would be at variance with the friendship 
and good faith which governed the conclusion of that compact and which 
have always been paramount in the relations between the two governments. 

If other considerations and arguments were necessary to explain and fully 
to elucidate the true meaning of the provision, in question, that is the recip- 
rocal and just obligation which the two high contracting parties so expressed, 
there is more than one subsequent act and more than one subsequent docu- 
ment to explain and confirm the same. 

As it has already been observed, the maintenance of the independence of 
the Republic of Paraguay, the common defense against the danger which 
threatened the two countries, the free navigation of Rio da Prata and its 
tributaries, were the great objects forwhich H. M. theEmperor and the M. E. 
President of the Republic of Paraguay, entered into an alliance and agreed 
upon the stipulations of the treaty of December 25*.^ 1850. 

The government of his Majesty the Emperor always understood it thus 
and faithfully tried to redeem its pledge. The government of the Republic 
of Paraguay, on its part, always showed itself actuated by the same feelings 
and bound by the same obligations. 

In concluding a treaty of alliance with the Oriental Republic of Uruguay, 
on the 12^*^ of October — 1851, the Imperial Government stipulated in the 
article of that treaty, that its ally should be bound to assist Brazil for 
the preservation and defense of the Republic of Paraguay. 

It was also settled and laid down in the is**" article, that the high contract- 
ing parties engaged to invite the other bordering states of the Prata and its 
tributaries, to enter into a similar agreement, in order to render the naviga- 
tion of the Parana and Paraguay rivers free to the bordering states. 

In the convention of May 29^^* 1851, concluded between Brazil, the States 
of Entrerios and Corrientes and the Oriental Republic of Uruguay, for the 
pacification of the latter and the defense of her nationality, it was agreed 
in the 18**^ and 23*'^ articles, as follows. 

“That the eovernments of Entre — rios and Corrientes should grant 


borders. 

“That the government of Paraguay should be invited to become a party 
to the alliance, and that, if it should do so, by subscribing to the provisions 
of the convention aforesaid, it should take the part appertaining to it in the 
co-operation, in order that it might likewise enjoy the advantages mutually 
granted to the allied governments. ’’ 

This invitation was at once addressed to the government of the Republic 
of Paraguay, and the latter declared that it assented to those stipulations, 
with two single additional clauses, which did not alter the agreement con- 
cerning the free navigation of the waters. 

Subsequently the Empire concluded with those same States which entered 
into the alliance of May 1851, the convention of November 2i®‘ of the 
same year, which freed the Argentine confederacy from the rule of the Dicta- 
tor Rosas, and the neighboring states from the war with which said Dictator 
threatened them. 

The interest of the free navigation and the independence of the Republic 
of Paraguay were not forgotten in this new compact. In the 14*'^ article it 
was agreed as follows. 

“The stipulation contained in the 18*^ article of the convention of May 
29*^ shall continue in force. And moreover, the governments of Entre-rios 
and Corrientes engage to use all their influence near the government which 
shall be organized in the Argentine confederacy, in order that the latter 
may grant and consent to the free navigation of the Parana and of the other 
tributaries of Rio da Prata, not only for the vessels belonging to the allied 
states but also for those belonging to all the other bordering States that 
shall consent to the same freedom of navigation in that part of the afore- 
said rivers belonging to them. 

“It is understood that, if the government of the confederacy and the 
governments of the other bordering states should not wish to concede this 
free navigation, in regard to what may concern them, nor to agree to the ar- 
rangements necessary for that purpose, the States of Entre-Rios and Cor- 
rientes shall mantain said freedom of navigation in favor of the allied States, 
and shall treat with the latter only on the subject of establishing the neces- 
sary regulations for the guidance and safety of said navigation.’' 

In this convention as well as in that of May 29*’*, it was stipulated that 
Paraguay should be invited to enter into this alliance, and upon the same 
terms as those contained in the former invitation. 

Brazil did even more in the interest of the Republic of Paraguay and 
of the obligations which bound the latter to the Empire. 

Events progressed with more rapidity than could have been anticipated 
at first. It was to be feared that the invitation addressed to Paraguay 



the alliance, and consequently without right to the benefits of its stipula- 
tions. By means of additional articles proposed by the Brazilian pleni- 
potentiary and signed in the city of Gualeguaychii on the 30*’' of the same 
month of November, a mode was at once solemnly agreed upon by which the 
government of the Republic of Paraguay might be brought into active 
co-operation to carry out the ends of that alliance, in which it had the most 
paramount interest. 

If the government of the Republic of Paraguay did not assent to these 
additional articles and for that reason, omitted entering effectually into the 
alliance concluded by the Imperial government, the good dispositions and 
the fidelity of the latter to the compromises which it had entered into with 
the Republic were nevertheless made fully manifest in those acts. 

Nor was the alliance of November 21®^ fruitless, on this account, for the 
Republic of Paraguay, which saw shortly afterwards her independence 
recognised by the provisional government of the Argentine confederacy, and 
entered into the enjoyment of the navigation of the Parana as far as Rio da 
Prata. 

In not accepting the additional articles to the convention of November 
21®*, the government of Paraguay did not cease to adhere to the principles 
and purposes of that alliance; the want of concurrence on its part, was solely 
owing to the fact that the two clauses by which it had declared it would take 
part in the convention of May 29*^, were not literally admitted. 

In view of such significant and solemn stipulations and acts, it is impos- 
sible, at this day, to call into question the fact, that Brazil and the Republic 
of Paraguay mutually conceded and granted to each other the fluvial naviga- 
tion of the Parana and the Paraguay, in that part where these rivers belong 
to them respectively. 

This fluvial transit is now incontestibly a perfect right of both nations. 

The Imperial government acknowledges the obligation which it contracted 
by the article of the treaty of December 25* 1850 ; it is and always will 
be ready to fulfill it scrupulously and faithfully. 

Brazil had no great interest in making use of this right so long as the 
navigation of the Parana was closed to all foreign nations, including the 
bordering States, by the government of the Argentine confederacy; from the 
moment that this navigation was made free, the exercise of that right became 
a matter of positive and important interest to the Empire. 

The mere navigation or transit of Brazilian subjects through the waters 
of Paraguay, in order to reach the Province of Matto Grosso or the States 
of the Prata, does not depend upon new arrangements between the two 
governments; nor yet upon arrangements concerning the regulation of said 
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tions it may think proper for the policy, safety and fiscal interests of its 
country, provided it does not transcend its rights of independence and 
sovereignty. If the government of Paraguay has not done so, and does not 
wish to do so, the right of Brazil to the free transit of her flag through the 
waters of the river of that name cannot be, on that account, either suspended 
or interdicted. 

The arrangements to which the IS*** article of the treaty of December 25^1^ 
refers, are not necessary to enable Brazil to make use of the fluvial transit 
treated of in the 3’’'^ article, the stipulation of which is absolute, distinct and 
independent of such arrangements. 

The settlement of tlie boundaries of the two countries, — the navigation 
and commerce between them, are objects which must be decided and regu- 
lated, because considerations of peace, the friendly relations and all the 
permanent interests of the two countries, thus require it; but the pendency 
of these questions, or of either of them, cannot invalidate nor decide the 
perfect right of Brazil to the free navigation of the Paraguay river. 

If such were not the case, the Republic of Paraguay could not enjoy, as 
she has enjoyed, the navigation of the Parana and the Uruguay, without 
previous definite arrangements relative to her commercial arrangements, or 
settlement of limits, with the respective states. 

Brazil does not pretend, in virtue of the 3*'^ article of December 25**', 
that her vessels shall be at liberty to frequent the ports of the Republic 
opened to the trade of some nations; she does not pretend to it, nor did she 
pretend to it, although without depending upon the arrangements to which 
both nations are bound by the 15**^ article of the same treaty, she has already 
opened the Port of Albuquerque, situated on the right bank of the Paraguay 
river, as well to foreign commerce in general, as to that of the Republic. 

The Imperial government only asks, from this moment, independent of 
new arrangements, what cannot, strictly speaking, be denied to it, without 
injustice, without violence, without violation of that international compact; 
this is, that the subjects and vessels of Brazil shall be at liberty freely to 
ascend and descend by the Paraguay river. 

The treaty of friendship, commerce and navigation signed in the capital 
of the Republic by the respective plenipotentiaries, on the 27''^ of April 
of the present year, would be accepted and ratified by his Majesty the 
Emperor, if by the clause of the 21“* article and by the additional convention 
of the same date, it was not made dependent, for its validity and effects, on 
the solution of the question of limits. 

This question is still pending, and the government of the Republic has 
never taken so much as a single step towards its solution. A treaty, the 
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the eventual provisions of said treaty, might be considered by the govern- 
ment of the Republic as a surrender of the pre-existing right which the 
Empire has to the navigation of the Paraguay river, in virtue of the treaty of 
December 25**^, to which no reference is made in those acts. 

The propriety which exists for Paraguay, as well as Brazil, to regulate 
commerce, navigation and limits between them, is recognized in the 15*'' 
article of the treaty of December 25**^, by which the two High Contracting 
Parties engaged to appoint their respective plenipotentiaries to that effect, 
as soon as circumstances should permit it, and within the term of the treaty 
aforesaid. If, in order to accelerate an agreement relative to the question 
of limits, any compromise of the nature of the acts above mentioned, were 
necessary, that which is contained in the treaty of December 25*^, in the 
aforesaid 15*^ article, would be sufficient. 

The Imperial government has been faithful to this obligation, as to all 
others; it is not necessary for said government to give new proofs of the 
sincerity with which it desires to settle, in a just and honorable manner, 
the question of limits between the Empire and the Republic. 

This was one of the principal objects of the mission entrusted to Mr. 
Felippe Jos6 Pereira Leal, as well as of the recent mission confided to Mr. 
Pedro Ferreira de Oliveira. 

If neither of these agents of Brazil have been successful, if none of them 
have been able to induce the Government of the Republic to come to an 
agreement, in regard to that subject, the Government of FI. M. the Emperor 
was not the cause of this, for, being desirous to prevent all causes of 
controversy and delay, said government offered to the Republic the 
most advantageous arrangement that the latter could reasonably have 
expected. 

The principles adopted by the Imperial government, for its settlement of 
limits with the neighboring States, are the most moderate and reasonable, — 
they are the only principles which can solve with facility, and in a just and 
friendly manner, these old questions. These principles are the stipulations 
entered into between the Courts of Portugal and Spain, in those points 
where the facts of possession were not at variance with them, and the 
uti possidetis where the latter exists. 

Upon these principles, the Government of H. M. the Emperor has con- 
cluded treaties of limits with some of the midland States, upon these bases 
rests the treaty which the Brazilian plenipotentiary, Mr. Pedro Ferreira de 
Oliveira, submitted to the approval of the Government of the Republic. 

The basis of the statu quo of the possessions of the two countries, and of 
the conventions which had been exchanged between the old mother coun- 


each of the Contracting Parties. 

In the arrangement proposed by the Imperial Government, the basis of 
the uii possidetis is not adopted for the benefit of the Empire, it is the Re- 
public that is in want of this basis, in order to legitimate the territory she 
has acquired de facto beyond the limits which were settled between the old 
mother countries. 

The preliminary treaty of October 1777, the provisions of which are 
entirely similar to those of the treaty of 1750, in that part of the frontiers 
which now belongs to Brazil and to Paraguay, designated, as the boundary 
line of the Portuguese and Spanish possessions, between the Paraguay and 
Parana rivers, that which is described by two of the tributaries the Igiirey 
andjejuy. 

The existence of the Igurey cannot now be disputed, as it was then by 
the Spanish surveyors, who relying solely upon the doubts which they 
themselves had started, because that line ran a little above the city of As- 
sumption, now the capital of the Republic of Paraguay, sought to substitute 
the Iguatemy river for the true Igurey, and consequently to cancel, along 
the line of this river and the Ipaneguassii, the true boundary line designated 
by the treaty. 

The line of the Iguatemy and IpaneguassiJi was that which was finally 
adopted, by a decree of the of June 1778 by the Courts of Portugal and 
Spain. 

The projects which followed this decree, did not go beyond attempts 
unsanctioned by the two governments, or expedients which each of them, or 
their respective surveyors conceived, consulting only their own convenience. 

The Portuguese surveyors always maintained the line of the Igurey and 
the Jejuy, even after the decree of the 6**^ of June 1778, which they considered 
as conditional, relying upon the false hypothesis of the non-existence of the 
Igurey river. 

During this controversy of their respective commissioners, the two Courts 
thought of establishing a new boundary line, which, starting from the Leap 
of the seven Falls, should follow along the upper Cordelheira, which after 
forming that grand cataract of the Parana river, continues to the westward 
extending into promontories which jut out into the Paraguay river. 

The Spanish commissioners, and especially D Felix Azara, took advantage 
of the opposition of the Portuguese commissioners to the dividing line of the 
Iguatemy and the Ipaneguassii and advised their governments to accept the 
understanding which had been given, on the part of Portugal, to the decree 
of the 6*^ of June 1778, in order that the same might be considered without 
effect, in as much as (it was the foundation of this opinion) the line of 
the Ipane being adopted, Spain would lose the town called Conceotion, and 


misioners, since it is known that by a royal order of the 7*'‘ of April 1782, 
it determined, that what had been agreed upon by the decree already men- 
tioned, should be observed, but in a manner, so as to save and protect the 
town of Conception. 

The projects of Azara and his obstinacy were the cause that neither the 
stipulation of the treaty of 1777, nor the subsequent decree, were faithfully 
carried out; that the demarkation of the limits of the two countries remained 
in suspense and subject to the vicissitudes and conflicts which the occurrences 
of the times must and did occasion. 

The first idea of Azara, who was moreover the most immoderate of the 
Spanish surveyors, was to run a boundary line along the Iguatemi, the chain 
of the Maracaju mountains and the Aquidavan river, which in some maps is 
called Guazambar6, or Aquidabanigui. 

Afterwards Azara conceived a new and more arbitrary project, according 
to which, the line of the real Igurey and the Ipan6 was to be substituted, in 
order to satisfy the convenience of his country, for another which was to be 
drawn from the Ivinheima river, which some called Moinci, others Barras, 
and which he denominated Jaquary, a river which connects with the Parana, 
considerably above the Iguatemy. 

Even thus, the boundary line did not extend to the north of the city 
of Assumption, beyond the Ap4 river; it ran along this, from its head waters, 
nearest to those of the Ivinheima. 

This same Azara was so well convinced of the impossibility of carrying 
his plan into execution, that in a letter dated the 13**^ of April 1791, he said 
to his government that he would solicit this demarkation, but that if 
the Lusitanians made any opposition, he should accept, as a necessity, 
the line of Iguatemy, and that he would use his efforts to obtain a river 
opposite, which should protect the villages to the North of the Ipan6 
river. 

It was by his advice and earnest solicitations, that from the year I795» 
the Spaniards sought to construct small forts on the left bank of the Apd 
river, and to establish in that territory some evidences of possession. 

The M. E. President of the Republic of Paraguay concluded, in the month 
of October 1844, with the Chargd d’Affaires at Assumption, a treaty which 
was not ratified on the part of Brazil, and which from what it said in regard 
to limits, adopted the stipulations of the treaty of S* Ildefonso of the i"* 
of October 1777. 

It is evident from what has been stated, that the Government of H. M. 
the Emperor has given the most abundant proof of a spirit of justice and 
moderation, and of a sincere and earnest desire to put an end to the question 
of limits between the Empire and the Republic of Paraguay, by proposing, as 


be tnat oi the igurey ana jejuy. 

According to the decree by which the Courts of Portugal and Spain tried 
to reconcile the differences between their respective surveyors, the boundary 
line, starting from the Iguatemy, would not go beyond the Ipan6; it would 
descend by this river as far as its junction with the Paraguay. 

If the exaggerated pretensions of the Spanish surveyor Azara were to 
prevail, the boundary line would not go beyond the Aquidavan, to the north 
of Assumption and however much it might be stretched, it would not reach 
the Apd. 

With regard to the other points, relative to the right bank of the Paraguay 
river, the dividing line proposed by the Imperial Government, is not only 
in conformity with the principles which serve as a basis to said government, 
but such as was never refused nor disputed, by the Government of Paraguay. 

The uti possidetis of the Republic is entirely respected on the frontier 
above indicated; all her possessions are thereby protected. Beyond the 
Apd, and beyond the Iguatemy, the Republic of Paraguay has not and never 
had populations, establishments, or any other evidences of possession. 
Brazil has had and has them; her dominion over that territory cannot be 
disputed to her. 

The concessions of the Imperial Government cannot be more ample; its 
sincere desire to remove, at once and for ever, and in the promptest and most 
reasonable manner the cause which, according to the Government of the 
Republic, prevents the re-establishment of that perfect understanding and 
friendship which are so desirable to both countries, is beyond all doubt. 

The Government of the Republic gives assurances, on its part, of similar 
sentiments; but unfortunately the facts have not corresponded with these 
sentiments ; strange circumstances, unknown to the Government of H. M. the 
Emperor, have certainly contradicted them. 

What more does the Government of the Republic expect, relative to the 
settlement of limits between the two countries? 

The discussion to which the Minister of Foreign Relations refers, as 
having taken place between the Brazilian plenipotentiary and that of the 
Republic, does not show the intentions of the Government of the Republic; 
the result could not have been otherwise than it is, to delay the question, 
to leave it unsettled. 

The Government of the Republic, instead of throwing off a reserve which 
is incompatible with the desire for a just and amicable solution, instead 
of following the usages of diplomacy, left it in doubt, whether it would 
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the Imperial Government, it did not admit the medium of verbal discussion, 
insisting that the Brazilian Plenipotentiary should pledge himself to that 
of the Republic, to discuss the question by means of Notes; not in regard to 
the proposed limits, but with respect to the understanding of the Uti 
possedetis, considered as an abstract principle. 

The Brazilian Plenipotentiary had to assent, after fruitless efforts on his 
part to have the question of the settlement of limits postponed, which ques- 
tion, the Government of Paraguay still thought and still thinks to be an 
urgent one. 

The Imperial Government is ready, as it always has been to carry out 
the stipulations of the 15**^ article of the treaty of December 25*^.*^ 1850. For 
this purpose, and unfortunately without result, it has sent two missions to 
the city of Assumption. It now behooves the Government of the Republic 
to show practically that its desire for the adj'ustment of these stipulations, 
is equally decided, by taking the necessary steps for the attainment of that 
object. 

The Imperial Government hopes and requests that the Government of the 
Republic will send, as soon as possible, a Plenipoteniary to the Court of 
Rio de Janeiro, with proper instructions to enter into an agreement which 
may put an end to the question of limits, already so long delayed, and which 
may become the cause of disagreeable dissensions between the two countries. 

The Imperial Government entertains the same spirit of moderation and of 
justice, and the same friendly wishes of which it has given repeated and mani- 
fest proofs to the Government of the Republic. It cannot, however, agree 
that the Government of the Republic shall disown the obligations which it 
contracted in virtue of the treaty of December 25^!^ 1850, that it shall ignore 
this treaty as if it had never existed, that it shall make the perfect right 
which, in virtue of said compact, the Empire has to the free transit of its 
flag through the waters of the Paraguay river, dependent on the settlement 
of limits. 

The Imperial Government, therefore demands, with just reason and with 
the most friendly intention, that the Government of Paraguay shall hence- 
forth acknowledge and respect this perfect right of Brazil, and that it shall so 
declare it, in very explicit terms, in the reply to be given to the present note, 
a reply which the Government of H. M. the Emperor expects and trusts, may 
be promptly given, and in a satisfactory manner. 

Having thus fulfilled the order of his August Sovereign, the undersigned 
avails himself of this occasion to renew to D Jos6 Falcon, Minister and 
Secretary of State ad interim of Foreign Relations of the Republic of Para- 
guay, the expressions of his most distinguished consideration. 





Francisco Aguiar de Andrada, Brazilian Charge d' Affaires ad interim^ at 
Washington, to William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United 
States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, March 31, 1S56. 

The undersigned, Charge d’Affaires, ad-interim, of H. M. the Emperor of 
Brazil, has the honor of addressing himself to the Hon W, L. Marcy, Secretary 
of State of the United States of America, by order of his government, in 
order to make the following communication to him. 

The Brazilian auxiliary Division, which was detached at Montevideo, 
marched on the 14*'^ of November last for the territory of the Empire. 

By the agreement of the of August 1854, concluded at Rio de Janeiro, 
between the Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, of H. M. the 
Emperor of Brazil, and the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay, and ratified by the respective 
governments, the military aid required by the government of the Republic 
and afforded by that of the Empire, was positively to have ceased, in virtue 
of the second clause of the aforesaid agreement from the i®* of March of the 
present year, when a new Presidential term commenced. 

It having been provided, however, by the fourth clause, that the Imperial 
government should, before reaching that period, be at liberty to withdraw a 
part or the whole of its forces, provided that it notified the Oriental govern- 
ment of its determination one month in advance, the government of H. M. 
the Emperor made known to that of the Republic, more than once, a desire 
to withdraw the forces without waiting for the period of time stipulated in 
the second clause, in as much as this was a measure of mutual convenience 
to both governments. 

The political events of last August, which took place in the territory of the 
Republic, caused it to be feared that the auxiliary Division would have 
to remain for a longer period of time than the Imperial government desired. 
A civil war seemed to be at hand, and the Imperial government did not wish, 
in the midst of a civil war, to withdraw its military support in behalf of peace 
and the constitutional order of the Republic. Fortunately the circumstance 
of a new fratricidal struggle was prevented by the good sense and patriotism 
of the majority of Orientals, and a new order of things regular and peaceful 
in its character, succeeded to the state of revolt. 

In view of these favorable circumstances, the Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of H. M. the Emperor of Brazil, on a special mission 
near the government of the Oriental State of Uruguay, determined, by agree- 


DOCUMENT 700: APRIL 1 5, 1 856 


509 


the articles which regulated that military aid, that the Brazilian Division, 
composed of four thousand men of infantry, artillery and cavalry, should 
withdraw, at latest, on the 15*’' of December last. 

It was not necessary however to wait so long, and on the 14**" of November 
as it has been stated, the Division took the line of march for the province of 
S Pedro of Rio Grande of the South. 

The undersigned is very much pleased to add that the Oriental govern- 
ment acknowledged, in the most flattering terms, the brave conduct of the 
Brazilian soldiers and the services rendered by the latter to the Republic, 
during a period of nearly two years. The sympathies of the population, in 
general, were likewise manifested in a very expressive manner. 

Natives as well as foreigners, all those who only beheld in the Imperial 
Division a guaranty of order and public safety, evinced regret at its with- 
drawal. 

The undersigned, in making this communication, requests the Hon 
Secretary of State to make its contents known to the government of the 
United States of America, and avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 50 Rio de Janeiro, April is, 1856. 

Sir: . . . The proposition for a Convention is yet under consideration; it 
was submitted on the December 1854,^ and from the procrastination, 
which has the appearance of design, doubts may be entertained as to the 
intention of Brazil to conclude a Treaty of any kind with the United States. 

The Government of Brazil has very recently made a Treaty with the 
Government of Paraguay and likewise with the Argentine Confederation; 
but its aversion to treat with the United States remains unchanged. The 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs stated that the Brazilian Government intended 
at an early period to open the river Amazon to Navigation generally, but 
he specified no period in particular when this would be done. . . . 

I am, Sir [etc.]. 

> Despatches, Brazil, vol. 23. See the note of that date, above, this part, doc. 679. 



J. F. de Paula Cavalcanti de Albuquerque, Brazilian Minister to the United 
States, to William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, September lo, 1856, 

Excellent Sir: With the note, which Your Excellency did me the honor 
to address to me, on the 12*.^ of August ultimo,^ I received a copy of the 
Communication, which was, by order of the President, transmitted to Count 
de Sartiges, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of His 
Majesty, the Emperor of the French, in answer to the invitation, extended 
to the Government of the United States with the view of securing its assent 
to principles, relative to questions of maritime law, embodied in the declara- 
tion signed by the Plenipotentiaries of the European Powers, which took 
part in the late Congress. 

Presuming that my Court had received a similar invitation; Your Excel- 
lency expressed to me a desire that I would communicate that answer, in 
order that the Imperial Government might, before deciding that question, 
take into consideration the reasons alleged by the President for withholding 
his concurrence in the proposition of Said Powers. 

Deeming it a pleasing duty to further such a wish; I, without any loss of 
time, transmitted to my Government not only the answer, sent to Count de 
Sartiges, but the communication also, through which Your Excellency was 
pleased to acquaint me with that answer. 

I improve the opportunity to renew to Your Excellency [etc.]. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States^ 

[extract] 

No. 63 Rio de Janeiro, September 25, 1856. 

Sir: . . . An Act has been passed this Session, for the benefit of the 
Amazon Navigation Company, which will prolong its existence for a short 
time, and will delay the opening of that river to general navigation. This 
Act authorises the Government, either to pay the Company a certain sum 
of money, or to exonerate it from colonizing the country, as stipulated by 
» Notes from Brazil, vol. 3. 

* The appropriate volume of Notes to Brazil contains no note of August 12, 1856; but there 
m an entry of August 13 which states that on this date there was communicated to the 
Brazilian minister, a copy of the note to Count de Sartiges, here referred to. Regarding that 
reply, see vol. i, pt. i, the instructions of July 14 and August 29, 1856, to Minister Peden, 
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would have been surrendered with but little delay. . . . 

I am, Sir [etc.]. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to Jos6 Maria da Silva 
Paranhos, Minister of Foreign Affairs of BraziU 

D 65 Rio de Janeiro, October 3, 1836. 

The undersigned. Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the United States, has the honor to inform His Excellency, Jos6 Maria da 
Silva Paranhos, of the Council of H. M. the Emperor, Minister and Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, that he has been instructed by the Government 
of the United States, to present to the Government of Brazil, the view it 
has taken in relation to the “Declaration” of the Plenipotentiaries at the 
Congress of Paris, of the of April 1856. 

The Diplomatic representatives of several of the European powers which 
were parties to the late Paris Conference have very recently presented to 
the Government of the United States “the declaration relative to neutral 
rights:” adopted at that Conference, and on behalf of their Governments, 
asked the adhesion of the United States to it. It is presumed that the same 
course has been adopted by the confederated powers towards other nations. 
The United States have learned with sincere regret that in one or two in- 
stances the four propositions with all the conditions annexed have been 
promptly and the United States cannot but think unadvisedly accepted 
without reservation or qualification. 

It is well known that the United States about two years since opened 
negotiations with maritime nations for the general adoption of the second 
and third propositions contained in the Paris declaration and that the fourth 
is but the annunciation of a principle of international law now universally 
recognized. 

These principles are as follows : 

‘'2nd xhe neutral flag covers the enemies goods, except such as are contra- 
band of war. 

“3rd Neutral goods, with the exception of contraband of war shall not 
be subject to capture under an enemies [^ic] flag.” 

“4*’* Blockades, to be obligatory must be effective that is, they must be 
maintained by a force sufficient to really prevent access to the enemies 
coast.” 

“The other proposition is in these words: i*.* Privateering is and remains 
abolished.” 


tions of the Paris Conference will as a necessary consequence defeat the 
negotiations of the Uhited States for the adoption of the and of 
the series with every power which has adhered or may determine to adhere 
to the “Declaration.” 

In the first place all the four propositions must be taken, or none, and 
in the second they must be taken not only individually, but with the sur- 
render of an important attribute of sovereignty, that of negotiating with 
any nation on the subject of neutral rights — unless such negotiation embrace 
all the propositions contained in the Paris “Declaration.” Any nation 
might well hesitate before making such a surrender. Some of the powers 
which are parties to that “Declaration” and many which are invited to 
concur in it, are under solemn Treaty stipulations with the United States, 
and it is presumed they are with other nations in which the right to resort 
to privateers is not only recognized, but the manner of employing them is 
regulated with great particularity. How these powers can reconcile the 
proposed new engagements with the faithful observance of existing Treaty 
stipulations on the subject cannot be easily perceived. 

The undersigned will not in this Note exhibit the views which his Govern- 
ment entertains of the fatal consequences, likely to result from the new 
doctrine now attempted to be introduced into the maritime code, to most 
commercial nations and especially to those which are not burdened or may 
not choose to burden themselves with large naval establishments. 

The right of a commercial state, when unhappily involved in war, to 
employ its mercantile marine for defence and aggression has heretofore 
proved to be an essential aid in checking the domination of a belligerent 
possessed of a powerful navy. By the surrender of that uncontested right, 
one legitimate mode of defence is parted with for a like surrender only in 
form by a strong naval power, but in effect the mutual surrender places the 
weaker nation more completely at the mercy of the stronger. While the 
former loses the latter gains by the mutual surrender, and the freedom of the 
seas is much more completely given up to a few great powers, which have 
the means and the disposition to maintain large navies. 

Let us look more fully into the operation of the first principle of the 
Paris— “Declaration ’’—that of the abandonment of the right to issue letters 
of marque. This measure, unless it gives a full application of the principle 
upon which it is based, and is made to withdraw private property upon the 
Ocean from seizure by public armed vessels, as well as by privateers, will 
be exceedingly injurious to the commerce of all nations which do not occupy 
the first rank among naval powers. 

The undersigned presents this general view which is entertained by his 
Government in the hope that it may induce the Government of Brazil to 



willing to furnish themselves with powerful navies. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ’• 

[extracts] 

No. 65 Rio de Janeiro, October 13, 1856. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Despatches 28^ 
and 29 from the Department of State. . . . 

You will also find a copy of my Note to the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs presenting to the Government of Brazil, the view taken by the 
Government of the United States, in relation to the “Declaration" of the 
Plenipotentiaries at the Congress of Paris, of the 16^^ of April 1856. 
(D85).3 . . . 

I am. Sir [etc.]. 
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Memorandum of an interview between William Trousdale, United States 
Minister to Brazil, and JosS Maria da Silva Paranhos, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Brazil, at Rio de Janeiro, October 20, 1856^^ 

[extracts] 

At an interview on the 20*^^ October 1856, with Jos6 Maria da Silva 
Paranhos, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, Mr. Trousdale enquired 
whether he had bestowed his attention on the views lately presented to 
the Brazilian Government, in a Note from the United States Legation, rela- 
tive to the “Declaration ” of the Plenipotentiaries at Paris respecting neutral 
rights.® 

Mr. Paranhos replied that he had examined with care and considerable 
interest the Note referred to, as well as the answer of Mr. Marcy to the 
Comte de Sartiges, upon the same question, and had been deeply impressed, 
both with the consummate ability and the comprehensive manner in which 
the subject had been discussed in those documents. The question was one 

> Despatches, Brazil, vol. 23. 

3 Dated July 14, 1856, same as the instruction of the same date to Minister Peden, in Ar- 
gentina, vol. I, pt. I. The instruction No. 29 was not within the scope of this publi- 
cation. 

’ For this note to the Foreign Minister, see above, this part, doc. 703. 

* Despatches, Brazil, vol. 23, enclosed with Trousdale to the Secretary of State, below, 
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that was considered of great importance by the Brazilian Ciovernment, and 
the two papers had been referred for examination to a * Section of the 
Council of State. It would be difficult for him to say, until that Section 
made a report what course would be adopted by his Government; as for 
himself, he was curious to know whether the French and Lnglish would 
venture to controvert the arguments advanced by Mr. Marcy, for he con- 
sidered them unanswerable. There was no doubt that the views of the 
American Government would meet with considerable opposition, inasmuch 
as a majority of the European powers and several of those of the American 
Continent (such as Montevideo and the Argentine Confederation) had 
already declared their intention to adhere to the Declaration of the Paris 
Plenipotentiaries. The obligation expressed in that Declaration, of accejit- 
ing all its Articles or none, would certainly operate as a powerful inducement 
for many States to accede to it, lest, by failing to do so, they l)e deprived of 
the advantages, respecting neutrals, contained in its 2'“^ and Articles. . . . 

Mr. Trousdale also enquired what progress, if any had been made towards 
the adoption of a project for a Treaty, submitted by him to the Imperial 
Government. On a close examination of the provisions of the projiosed 
Treaty, nothing could be found in them derogatory of the sovereign rights 
of Brazil over the Amazon; all the United States desired was to pass tlirougli 
that river to the Republics beyond, and leave Brazilians to carry on trallic 
and transport passengers along the banks of the stream belonging to them. 
For this the United States offered to Brazil a compensation which no other 
nation would be inclined to grant, and really greater than the concession was 
worth. 

Mr. Paranhos replied that the Imperial Government still continued to 
adhere to its policy of making no Treaties except with the small adjacent 
powers of the American Continent. Nor was it at all likely that Brazil 
would open the Amazon until her complicated boundary questions with 
New — Granada, Venezuela, and England and France liad been brought 
to a satisfactory termination. Those powers all had exaggerated pretensions 
to territory, which Brazil, by negotiations, was endeavoring to defeat, 
and if, pending these negotiations, the Amazon, on which most of the dis- 
puted territory was situated, were suddenly opened it might be the cause of 
serious embarrassment, besides opening the way for adventurers of every 
class and every country. The two provinces on the banks of the Amazon 
were in a somewhat unsettled condition, and if not provided with a sufficient 
police force, they would become by the opening of the river a constant 
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with the United States, and it would have been particularly agreable to him 
to have negotiated with Mr. Trousdale; but it was very questionable 
whether Brazil could conclude a Treaty with the United States alone without 
incurring the jealousy and exciting the hatred of European powers, for the 
equivalent the United States offered of not imposing any import duty on 
Brazilian Coffee, might at any time be offered by other powers. France 
and England had lately been manifesting a desire to claim large portions 
of Brazilian territory to the North of the Amazon and thus obtain a right 
to navigate that stream; these claims had been met by the Visconde do 
Uruguay, sent on an Extraordinary Mission to Paris for that purpose; but 
until the negotiations with those powers and with Venezuela and New — 
Granada were terminated, Brazil could not be expected to enter into Treaty 
stipulations with or open the Amazon to any other foreign power. 

Mr. Trousdale adverted to the seeming inconsistency of the Brazilian 
Government in using all its efforts to secure the opening of the river Plate, 
while it obstinately adhered to its policy of keeping the Amazon, possessing 
superior natural advantages, closed to the commerce of the world. 

Mr. Paranhos replied that the interests of Brazil on the River Plate 
and on the Amazon were altogether of a different nature, inasmuch as she 
possessed a rich province on the head-waters of the former river, for whose 
produce she desired to secure a passage to the sea. 

Mr. Trousdale stated that it would be impossible for Brazil, a pro- 
gressive and enlightened nation, with a great future before it, to persevere 
in a line of policy so directly at variance with that of other civilized nations 
of the globe. Pie believed, if any young and rising statesman desired to 
secure immortality there was certainly no more effectual means of obtaining 
it than by boldly advocating a change in the present foreign policy of the 
Brazilian Government. 

The Minister replied that the numerous internal improvements and 
reforms now being introduced into the country would hardly fail to pro- 
duce more liberal views, among the members of the Government, towards 
foreign powers. He would repeat what he asserted on a former occasion 
to Mr. Trousdale that the Imperial Government had never ceased to 
contemplate the opening of the Amazon to the commerce of the world as a 
great and progressive measure; the only object in delaying its execution 
was to secure the sovereign rights of the Empire by settling all conflicting 
boundary claims and establishing a sufficient military force along its banks. 


William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 66 Rio de Janeiro, October 24, 1856. 

Sir: I have the honor to state that on the 20**^ inst. I had an interview with 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of the Brazilian Government. 

In this interview several matters of interest to the Governments of the 
United States and Brazil were discussed. 

I am now convinced that no Treaty can be made with this Government 
for the present, and that the Amazon is yet to be closed for a long time, 
unless our Government adopts some measure to hasten that period, when 
it shall be opened to general commerce. 

I enclose herewith a brief statement of the interview held on the 20*’‘ 
from which you will learn the present views of the Government of Brazil 
upon the questions now depending between it and the Government of the 
United States, marked A®.® ^ . . . 

I am, [etc.]. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to JosB Maria da Silva 
Paranhos, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil ® 

A®^ Rio de Janeiro, November 5, 1856. 

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the United States has the honor herewith to forward to His Excellency, Jos6 
Maria da Silva Paranhos of the Council of H. M. the Emperor, Minister and 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a Note from Mr. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States to the Count de Sartiges, Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of France, at Washington, of 
the 28**^ July 1856. 

Some of the powers which were represented in the late Congress of Pleni- 
potentiaries at Paris have presented to the Government of the United 
States, for its concurrence therein the principles and propositions respecting 
neutral rights, contained in Protocols N°® 23 and 24. 

Pursuant to the direction of the President, the Secretary of State in the 
Note above-mentioned has replied to that application on the part of France. 

The views of the President on the subject are presented in that Note. 
He cannot agree to the first principle in the "Declaration” contained in 
1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 23. 

^ For the memorandum of the interview of October 20, see above, this part, doc. 70S. 
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tion in Protocol N° 24 which declares the indivisibility of the four principles 
of the “Declaration” and surrenders the liberty to negotiate in regard to 
neutral rights, except on Inadmissible conditions. It cannot have been 
the object of the Governments represented in the Congress at Paris to ob- 
struct the adoption of principles which all approve and all are willing to 
observe, unless they are encumbered by an unrelated principle to which some 
Governments cannot accede without a more extended application of it than 
that which is proposed by the Paris Conference. 

The undersigned is instructed by the President to propose to the Govern- 
ment of Brazil to enter into an arrangement for its adherence with the 
United States to the four principles of the Declaration of the Congress, 
provided the first of them is amended, as specified in the Note of Mr. Marcy 
of the 28*’* July 1856, to the Count de Sartiges. Without such amendment, 
the President is constrained for many weighty reasons, some of which are 
stated in that Note, to decline acceding to the first principle of the “Declara- 
tion.” The President, however, will readily give his assent to the remaining 
three principles. He entertains the hope that the powers represented in the 
Congress at Paris will take early measures to release each other from the 
restrictions imposed by Protocol N*^ 24. 

He is much encouraged in this hope by the recollection that France, as 
well as Russia and Prussia has heretofore favored liberal doctrines in regard 
to neutral rights and the freedom of the seas. 

The solicitude of the President to maintain the most friendly relations 
with the Government of Brazil makes it also important for him to know what 
will be the treatment of American privateers upon the high seas and in 
Brazilian ports, in case the United States should unhappily be at war with 
any other power which has acceded to the “Declaration.” 

It is not reasonable to suppose, or expect that the United States will 
ever forego a resort to privateers in case they become involved in war with 
a commercial state. If such war should happen with a nation which has 
acceded to the “Declaration” proposed by the Congress at Paris, will the 
neutral nations which may also have acceded to it treat our privateers in any 
respect differently from the manner in which they have been heretofore 
treated by them? Will the privateers of the powers which do not become 
parties to the Declaration receive the same immunities in all neutral ports 
which have been heretofore accorded to such privateers? 

To prevent future misunderstanding, it is important that on these points 
the Government of the United States should be furnished with the views of 
the Governments which have agreed to that “Declaration” or may accede 
to it. The undersigned is therefore instructed by the President to make 
these Inouiries of the Government of Brazil. 


directly or indirectly by the new state of things which may arise out of 
the proceedings of the Congress at Paris, yet it would be gratifying to him 
to be assured by the Government of Brazil that no new complications in our 
relations with it are likely to spring from those proceedings. 

He trusts that, so long as Brazil is, and he anxiously desires she should 
ever be, a friendly power her ports will be, as they heretofore have been, 
a refuge from the dangers of the sea and from attack, as well for our privateers 
as for our merchant vessels and national ships of war in the event of hostilities 
between any other power and the United States. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 


No. 67 


Rio de Janeiro, November 13, 1S56, 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Despatch N° 30 
of the 29*^ August 1856,2 together with two copies of your Note to the Count 
de Sartiges of the 28**^ July 1856. 

On the inst. I addressed a Note to the Brazilian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, enclosing also a copy of your Note to the Count de Sartiges, propos- 
ing to the Government of Brazil to enter into an arrangement for its adher- 
ence with the United States to the four principles of the Declaration of the 
Congress, provided the first of them is extended as proposed in the said Note 
of the 28*’" July 1856; — ^AIso asking what will be the treatment of American 
privateers upon the high seas and in Brazilian ports, in case the United 
States shall be at war with any other power which has acceded to the 
Declaration; Also, in case of such a war, will the neutral nations which 
may have acceded to it, treat our privateers in any respect differently 
from the manner in which they have been heretofore treated by them? Will 
the privateers of the powers which do not become parties to the Declaration 
receive the same immunities in all neutral ports which have been heretofore 
accorded to such privateers? A copy is herewith enclosed marked A®.'^ *. . . 

I also enclose a copy of a Note from the Secretary of Foreign Affairs 


1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 23, 

^ In the appropriate volume of Instructions to Brazil, vol. 15, there is no instruction of 
August 29, 1856. Neither is there a No. 30 of any date. No. 29 of August 19 is followed 
immediately by No. 31 of October 1 1 . Probably No. 30 of August 29 was a duplicate of No. 


vji. uiJLa vjiuvciinncxj,L ax-K.iiuwieuging Lne receipt oi my iNOte or tne 5““ mst. 
and promising an answer to the same when it shall have been duly considered 
by the Brazilian authorities, marked 
The Germantown is now in this port. 

I am, Sir, [etc.]. 
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Memorandum of an interview between William Trousdale, United States 
Minister to Brazil, and Jos 6 Maria da Silva Paranhos, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Brazil, at Rio de Janeiro, January ig, 1^57^ 


AVI 


[extract] 


At an interview with Mr. Paranhos, Brazilian Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
on the 19*’' January 1857, Mr. Trousdale stated that he had addressed a 
Note to the Foreign Office, on the 3^^^ of October last,® containing the 
views respecting maritime law presented recently by the United States 
Government on the occasion of the “Declaration” of the Plenipotentiaries 
at Paris and that he had subsequently urged the adhesion of the Imperial 
Government to the proposition as contained in Mr. Marcy’s Note to the 
Count de Sartiges of July 28. 1856. The Paris Conferences were apparently 
on the point of being resumed, on which occasion those principles would be 
discussed anew, and the United States were naturally anxious to obtain, 
at an early period, answers from the different Governments to whom their 
views had been submitted. Mr. Trousdale would therefore like to be in- 
formed at what time he might expect a reply from the Imperial Government 
upon the subject. 

Mr. Paranhos answered, that, as he had previously informed Mr. Trous- 
dale, the whole matter had been referred to a Section of the Brazilian Coun- 
cil of State and a Report had accordingly been made, but had not been 
considered sufficiently comprehensive, or satisfactory in other respects. 
Both the Declaration of the Paris Plenipotentiaries and the proposition of 
the American Government were now undergoing a second and more thorough 
examination by the Council of State, and an answer would be sent to the 
United States Legation before the opening or during the session of the 
Paris Conferences. M r. Paranhos then enquired whether the Governments of 
France or England had as yet acceded to that proposition of the United States. 

Mr. Trousdale answered that he was not authorised to make any posi- 
tive statement upon the subject; he could only refer Mr. Paranhos to the 

<■ Not included in this publication since it was little more than a mere acknowledgment, and 
its only important purport is indicated in this despatch. 

2 De.finatches. Brazil, vol. 2d., enclosed with Trousdale to the Secretarv of State, below, this 


President’s Message published at length in the Brazilian papers, from which 
it appeared that Russia had positively acceded to the American proposal ; 
that there was every probability that England and France would follow the 
example, and that not a single maritime power had, as yet, given an un- 
favorable answer. 

On Mr. Trousdale inquiring whether the views of the present Brazilian 
Administration, with regard to Opening the Amazon, and entering into 
Treaty stipulations with Foreign powers had been in any degree modified, 
Mr. Paranhos replied, that it had not been, but he stated, confidentially 
that at the meeting of the new Legislative Assembly in May next, a new 
Cabinet would be organized which might be more favorably inclined to 
adopt the propositions of the United States. Mr. Paranhos said he had 
been unwilling to give a definitive answer to Mr. Trousdale’s repeated written 
and verbal communications upon the subject of a Treaty, as it would have 
been an unfavorable one, and might besides have prevented a new Cabinet, 
entertaining more favorable views, from considering the proposals of the 
American Government, 

Mr. Paranhos replied to Mr. Trousdale’s question as to what progress 
had been made in colonizing the Amazon by stating, that the Baron de Maud; 
the President of the Company formed for that purpose, had been lately 
induced, by the difficulties he had encountered, and the sacrifices he had 
made to ask for an increase of the bonus formerly allowed him, and there 
was but little doubt of its being granted with the view of encouraging an 
enterprize in which the Imperial Government was so deeply interested,^ . . . 
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William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States^ 

[extract] 

No. 71 Rio de Janeiro, January 27, i 8 ^y. 

Sir; I have the honor to enclose herewith a statement of a conference with 
the Brazilian Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (marked A'’'^ which oc- 
curred on the 19*'' inst.^ From a perusal of it you will see that no answer 
has been given to the proposition relating to maritime rights, submitted to 
the Brazilian Government on the 3^'* of October last;"* and that all other 
matters depending between Brazil and the United States remain in statu 
quo} . . . 

I am. Sir, [etc.] 



William Trousdale, United States Minister to Brazil, to Lewis Cass, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 76 Rio de Janeiro, March 26, i8S7- 

Sir: I have the honor to state, that I addressed a note to the Imperial 
Government of Brazil, on the 3*^ October 1856,® the object of which was to 
present the view taken by the Government of the United States, of the 
Declaration of the Plenipotentiaries at the Congress of Paris, of the 
April 1856. 

Again, on the 5*’' November last,® I addressed the Imperial Government 
on the same subject, and forwarded with my note, a copy of a note from Mr. 
Marcy to the Count de Sartiges, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of France, at Washington, of the 28*^^ July 1856. 

This note of the 5*^* November contained some of the reasons assigned by 
President Pierce, for rejecting the proposition to adhere to the Paris Declara- 
tion, of the Plenipotentiaries, of the i6*‘‘ April 1856. It also contained a 
distinct proposition to the Government of Brazil, to enter into an arrange- 
ment for its adherence with the United States to the four principles of the 
Declaration of the Congress, provided the first of them is amended, as specified 
in the note of Mr. Marcy of the 28**^ July 1856, to the Count de Sartiges. 
It likewise contained direct inquiry as to what will be the treatment of 
American privateers upon the high seas, and in Brazilian ports, in case the 
United States shall unhappily be at war with any other power which has 
acceded to the Declaration. 

I have the honor, herewith to enclose, copies of notes from the Imperial 
Government to this Legation, as an answer to the note of the 3*^ October 
1856; but which is in reality a partial answer to both notes. The copies are 
marked A'^® and It will appear from a perusal of these copies, that the 

Imperial Government, intends at a convenient time to give its entire 
adhesion to the maxims proclaimed by the Congress of Paris, relative to the 
adoption of the new principles of maritime rights. 

Likewise you will see, that the Imperial Government of Brazil, in giving 
its adhesion to those principles, declared that it was disposed to accept the 
amplification proposed by the Government of the United States, as a neces- 
sary and salutary complement of the new international policy. 

1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 24. 2 Above, this part, doc. 703. 

* Above, this part, doc. 707, 

^ Neither of these documents has been transcribed, nor translated, since the first is ade- 
quately reviewed in this, and the next paragraph of the despatch, and the second is a copy 
of the Brazilian Government’s response to the invitation from the signatory powers to adhere 
to the Declarations of Paris, which is also adequately reviewed in the same paragraphs, except 



Affairs, of the March 1857. marked ^ 
I am, Sir, [etc.]. 
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Richard K. Meade, United States Minister to Brazil, to Lewis Cass, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 2 Rio de Janeiro, January if, 1858. 

Sir: . . . The settled policy of this Government is to make no treaties 
with superior powers. If I should be able to break in upon it, it must be 
accomplished through public sentiment. My speech to the Emperor had 
for its object in part to wake up the community on the subject of an Ameri- 
can policy, and of a more intimate connexion with the United States. It 
fell with effect upon the public and has drawn out a short newspaper dis- 
cussion. This people could be soon brought to look upon the United States 
as their best friend, were not the sympathies of the Executive branch of the 
Government pointing naturally to the legitimists of Europe. . . . 

... It may be sometime before I broach the subject of the free navi- 
gation of the Amazon. The Government is exceedingly sensitive on that 
subject, and our threats, official and otherwise have produced a prejudice 
against us in the community. It is sufficient for the present that we have 
entered our claim to the right under the law of nations, of navigating that 
river, and have declared our determination of enforcing it, whenever our 
relations with the people residing on its head waters, shall make it our 
interests to do so. If it be desirable to precipitate the question, we can do 
it by a treaty with Peru or Equador giving us the free navigation of the 
upper waters of the Amazon, to some port of entry to be established by them. 
But the entire valley is yet a wilderness, and will remain so, until the 
African race in Brazil has subdued it. The white man never will : and a quar- 
ter of a century will pass away before the slave labor of Brazil, will be directed 
to the Amazon. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

> It acknowledged the receipt of a note from Trousdale, announcing the resignation of the 
secretary of legation, and the temporary appointment of a son of Trousdale to that position. 

* Despatches, Brazil, vol. 25. 

The omitted portions relate chiefly to claims and to commercial matters. 



Richard K. Meade, United States Minister to Brazil, to Lewis Cass, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 3 Rio de Janeiro, March 13, 1858. 

Sir; ... We received intelligence this morning of the conclusion of a 
treaty between this Government and Paraguay, which opens the river of 
that name to the vessels of all nations. I will procure a copy of this treaty, 
and forward it by the earliest opportunity. 

Montevideo has subdued her rebellious people, and visited them with a 
retribution of almost Roman barbarity. The Chiefs, twenty seven in num- 
ber, were put to death, and the men decimated. All concur here in denounc- 
ing the cruelty, including the Emperor and his Government, allies of 
Montevideo. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Richard K, Meade, United States Minister to Brazil, to Lewis Cass, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

No. 8 Rio de Janeiro, November 6, 1838. 

Sir; Since my Dispatch N" 7, I have received yours, N °9 8 & 9,® with en- 
closures, by M- Yancey, our Minister to the Argentine Confederation, who 
arrived here on the 21®^ Ultimo. 

M^ Yancey, has had an Interview with the Emperor, and was accom- 
panied by his family and myself. I embraced the occasion to represent to 
the Emperor, the feelings of our Government in respect to Paraguay, as 
expressed in your last Despatch. Some entertain the opinion that the 
sympathies of Brazil are not with us in the controversy with Paraguay. No 
demonstrations of the sort have come under my observation. In a conver- 
sation with one of the Ministers of State I said, the President desired me to 
make known to the Government of Brazil, and the representatives of other 
nations, his desire to settle the Paraguay difficulty without resort to force, 
which would only be employed in case his efforts at a peaceful adjustment 
should fail. He replied by asking if our Commissioner would be accom- 
panied by a naval force, and stating that they had sent a naval force in the 
La Plata when their recent negotiations with Paraguay which had terminat- 
ed favorably, were going on. 

J Despatches, Brazil, vol. 25. 

The remainder of the despatch is devoted to routine matters. 

2 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 25. 
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Confederation, and stated to him the views of our Government as to Para- 
guay, and its extreme desire to settle all difficulties amicably. 

In a recent visit I paid to M- Pena on his first arrival, I expressed the 
hope that the North and South American States would cultivate each other’s 
sympathies, and amicable relations, and in fact get up on the two American 
Continents an American feeling. He felt as I did on that subject. Some 
weeks after, he came to see me a Second time and said he was instructed by 
his Government to present their compliments to the American Minister and 
to express to him their cordial concurrence with his views. 

Shortly after the arrival of the British mail Steamer on the 3'“* instant, 
Stuart, the British Charg6 d’Affaires visited (not for the first time) the 
Frigate “St. Lawrence”, and during the interview with Commodore For- 
rest, stated that several gun-boats had been built in England for President 
Lopez, and were on their way to (or were about to start for) Paraguay. 
This visit was not due as a matter of courtesy to Commodore Forrest, and 
I suspect that it had a political object. The English mail had arrived and 
he might have been acting in pursuance of instructions from his Government, 
which would be naturally anxious to know, from some remark that might 
casually fall from the Commodore, in what light he would view the matter 
and what would be his action. The British Government knows that Con- 
gress alone has the power to declare war for the United States, that the 
President is preparing to attack Paraguay under the late resolution of Con- 
gress, which of course must be a declaration by Congress. In that view 
of the subject, has Great Britain or her subjects the right to send vessels of 
war with guns to Paraguay evidently with a view to the present emergency? 
These vessels should not be permitted to go up the river La Plata, before 
the United States Commissioner has concluded his negotiations. It would 
render the peaceful object of his mission much more difficult of attainment, 
as all agree that Lopez’s fears alone will bring him to reason. He will adopt 
any policy that he thinks will contribute to the future stability of his power, 
which now, to say the least, is not so firmly fixed as he could desire. A 
little brush with the United States in which he might hope to suffer no dis- 
honor, and which he could at any time put a stop to by treaty, might be the 
means of advancing his popularity, and impressing his people with his spirit 
and prowess. The possession of these vessels therefore might be a serious 
obstacle to a peaceful adjustment, and regarding the resolution of Congress 
as a declaration of war to be commenced with active hostilities at the 
discretion of the President, these vessels with their guns should be inter- 
cepted, either as contraband, or by posting the smaller vessels of the squad- 
ron above the city of Buenos Ayres near the mouth of the Parand river, 
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JLa Flata. 

I have informally learnt that the gun boats, six or seven in number, 
which Brazil obtained from England for its Paraguay expedition may be 
bought. The Department may perhaps have occasion to avail itself of this 
information. It is anxiously hoped by our citizens here that the expedition 
will soon appear with a respectable land force. 

Some unimportant notes have passed between the Foreign Office and 
myself since my last Despatch which I will send in my next. 

With very high respect [etc.]. 
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Richard K. Meade, United States Minister to Brazil, to Lewis Cass, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 9 Rio de Janeiro, December lo, iSfS. 

Sir: . . . The arrival of the mail from the La Plata a few days ago 
brought us news of the safe arrival of Commodore Forrest and his Squadron 
at Montevideo. Great excitement prevailed on the subject of our expedi- 
tion against Paraguay. The papers teemed with unfriendly comments, 
warning all the nations on the La Plata and tributaries as to our supposed 
designs. The prevailing opinion is, that Lopez will treat with us. 

Pena the Argentine Minister here, informed me on the 2^ instant, 
that M- Yancey’s arrival at Parand. was looked forward to with pleasure, 
and that General Urquiza’s son and the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
Confederation would honor him with a ball upon his arrival. The ap- 
pearance merely of our fleet in the La Plata will be of service to us in the 
future. . . . 

I remain, with high regard [etc.]. 
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Jos6 Maria da Silva Paranhos, Minister of Foreign Affairs^ of Brazil, to 
Richard K. Meade, United States Minister to Brazil ^ 

Rio de Janeiro, December 27, 1858. 

The undersigned, of the Council of H. M. The Emperor, Minister and 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, has the honor to address himself to 
Senhor R. Kidder Meade, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
» Despatches, Brazil, vol. 25. 

2 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 25, enclosed with Meade to the Secretary of State, below, this 
part, doc. 718. 



unfortunately exists between the United States and the Republic of Para- 
guay, both American Nations, and by such bonds attached to Brazil has 
made haste in filling the Imperial Legation at Asuncion, especially charging 
its Minister with the carrying out of those duties of friendship and of 
common interest. 

Senhor Commander Joaquim Thomaz de Amaral, Chief of the Imperial 
Legation at Montevideo, has been accredited as the Brazilian Minister 
near the Republic of Paraguay, and the qualities which distinguish him as- 
sure H. M’s. Government that the mediation of Brazil, in case it is accepted, 
will be performed in a manner most efficacious and satisfactory to both of 
the parties to the dispute. 

The Imperial Government hopes that the Government of the United 
States will -perceive in these its friendly dispositions one more proof of the 
interest which it takes in the peace of the American Continent, and of the 
sincerity of the sentiments that have been shown more than once to the two 
nations between which the misunderstanding to which the undersigned refers 
has arisen. 

The undersigned takes this occasion [etc.] 
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Richard K. Meade, United States Minister to Brazil, to Jos6 Maria da Silva 
Faranhos, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil ^ 

Rio de Janeiro, December 29, 1858. 

The undersigned Envoy &c. of the United States of America had the honor 
of receiving on yesterday the note of the instant,^ of His Excellency, 
Snf Jose Maria da Silva Paranhos, of the Council of His Majesty the Em- 
peror, Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in which the 
undersigned is pleased to see another proof of the desire of the Imperial 
Government to contribute all in its power to preserve a good state of rela- 
tions among the nations of the two Americas: — a fact which will be highly 
appreciated by the Government of the United States, whose present hostile 
attitude towards Paraguay, is much against its inclination, and assumed 
only in vindication of its national honor. 

There is nothing which the United States desire more than the prosperity 

* Despatches, Brazil, vol. 25, enclosed with Meade to the Secretary of State, below, this 
part, doc. 718. 

* Above, this part, doc. 716. 
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state of things not only conducive to their interest, but also grateful to the 
strong American feeling with which they are inspired. 

In pursuance of instructions from his Government, the undersigned has 
more than once verbally assured His Majesty the Emperor and his Ministers, 
that the Government of the United States will, before it resorts to force, use 
every peaceful means of adjusting its difficulties with the Republic of Para- 
guay, and the undersigned is happy to learn that the Imperial Government is 
disposed to assist in producing that desirable result. 

A copy of His Excellency’s note shall be transmitted to the United States 
Commissioner to Paraguay, that he may not be ignorant of the readiness of 
the Imperial Government, to lend its aid in accomplishing the peaceful pur- 
poses of his mission. 

Trusting sincerely that the benevolent wishes of the Imperial Government 
may be responded to by the event, the undersigned embraces this occasion to 
assure His Excellency of his high regard and distinguished consideration. 
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Richard K. Meade, United States Minister to Brazil, to Lewis Cass, Secretary 

of State of the United States ’• 

[extract] 

No. 10 Rio de Janeiro, January 6 , i 8 sq . 

Sir: The documents herewith sent contain nothing of interest with the 
exception of the note of the 27^'^ December from the Foreign Office, marked 
2 I regard it as an offer on the part of this Government to mediate be- 
tween the United States and Paraguay — My reply to that Note, marked 
P.®® conformed in spirit I hope with the instructions I received from you in 
your Despatch N’ 9.^ 

It is evident that some uneasiness is felt by the Governments of Brazil, 
Uruguay, and the Argentine Confederation, in connection with our expedi- 
tion against Paraguay. The papers are filled with foolish surmises about 
our future designs — I hear of frequent conferences, between the Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs, and the Uruguay and Argentine Ministers. 

You will see by the reply of the Secretary for Foreign Affairs to my ap- 
plication on behalf of M- Forbes for permission to ascend the waters of 
Brazil flowing into the La Plata,® that while this Government was unwilling 

I Despatches, Brazil, vol. 25. ^ Above, this part, doc. 716. 

» Above, this part, doc. 717. * Above, pt. iii, doc. 495. 

^ Copies of these two notes are with the file copy of the despatch ; but they have not been 
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tude of our Government in respect to Paraguay. I deem it best to press the 
matter no further, until the Paraguay difficulty is over. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Richard K. Meade, United States Minister to Brazil, to Lewis Cass, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. II Rio de Janeiro, April 6 , iSsg. 

Sir: . . . Shortly after the arrival of M- Dillon Secretary of Legation, 
a day was appointed for his presentation at Court. On that occasion we 
had a long interview with the Emperor who contrary to his usual habit, was 
quite familiar and lively in his conversation. The President's Message on 
Cuba was freely discussed, the Emperor expressing the opinion that Spain 
would not sell. 

He was evidently much gratified that our difficulty with Paraguay had 
been settled. I told him that my Government and people would have been 
much distressed had a gun been fired, for we wished to live upon friendly 
terms with all the American Nations. The interview with the Emperor was 
very cordial and very satisfactory, . . . 

With sentiments of the highest esteem [etc.]. 
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Richard K. Meade, United States Minister to Brazil, to Lewis Cass, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 17 Rio de Janeiro, December i, iSsg. 

Sir: . . . You will perceive by the enclosed slips from the journals, that 
peace has been made between Buenos Ayres and the Argentine Confedera- 
tion. The former consenting to return into the Confederacy, General 
Urquiza had marched with 14.000 men within a few miles of the City of 
Buenos Ayres and would have taken it, when the mediation of General 
1 Despatches, Brazil, vol. 25. 

The omitted portion relates to claims and other matters not within the scope of this 
publication. 

* Despatches, Brazil, vol. 26. 

The omitted oortions treat of routine matters TIip n i-\af n t * a 
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France and Brazil had also been tendered and declined. It seems that 
Brazil is not in very good odour with the Confederation; its cause you will 
gather from the enclosed slips. It is said that Paranhos when Minister to 
the Argentine Confederation two years ago, had privately made some 
promises of aid from Brazil which were not fulfilled when he became Secre- 
tary for Foreign Affairs; though some few favours were allowed in the way 
of maritime armaments in her ports. Since the accession of the present 
Ministry however, the neutrality of Brazil has been very strict. 

Uruguay has not yet ratified the Convention lately gotten up between the 
negotiators of Brazil, the Argentine Confederation and herself. She thinks 
there are some Articles that strike at her Independence. Such for instance 
as that which binds her not to take part in any future war that may take 
place between Brazil and her neighbours; and may be mentioned also, that 
which binds her never to become a Member of the Confederation. Brazil as 
the ruling Power of South America, would be naturally uneasy at the pros- 
pect of a powerful Southern Republic; while foreign nations especially our 
own, would be pleased to see the Powers of South America well balanced. 
Were the Spanish race as sharp as our own, a powerful South American Con- 
federacy washed by two oceans would long before this have been disputing 
with Brazil the Empire of a Continent. 

We shall in future have an immense interest in the commerce of the La 
Plata, and nothing would promote it more, than stable governments there, 
wisely administered. We should keep our eye fixed on that region of coun- 
try and whenever it falls in the way, lend a fostering hand. And I would 
here suggest that an extreme watchfulness is maintained by England and 
France over the La Plata country which we would do well to imitate. . . . 

I remain, Sir [etc.]. 
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Richard K. Meade, United States Minister to Brazil, to Lewis Cass, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[kxtract] 

No. 19 Rio de Janeiro, May y, i860. 

Sir: . . . Late news from the river Plata informs us that the Oriental 
Republic has wisely rejected the Treaty negotiated a year or two ago with 
Brazil and the Argentine Confederation; the main features of which were, a 
guarantee by the two last named Powers of the Independence of Uruguay 
and a Stipulation on the part of the latter, that she would not unite with any 
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PART IV : COMMUNICATIONS FROM BRAZIL 


Misunderstandings between Buenos Ayres and the Argentine Confedera- 
tion are growing more serious and apprehensions are felt that the Union may 
be broken off. Of all this our Minister there will no doubt give you more 
accurate information. . . . 

I am, Sir [etc.]. 


722 

Richard K. Meade, United States Minister to Brazil, to Lewis Cass, Secretary 
of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 21 Rio de Janeiro, October 6, i860. 

Sir: . . . The feeling between this and the La Platte country is not of 
the most amiable character. It grows out of boundary questions and non 
ratification of Treaties. Nothing serious however will grow out of it. 

The late Union between the Argentine Confederation and Buenos Ayres, 
promises to be harmonious. . . . 

I remain [etc.]. 


i Despatches, Brazil, vol. 26. 
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Breakwater, 191 note. See also Falk- 
land Islands Controversy. 

Carvalho Moreira, Francisco de, Brazilian 
Minister to the United States, corre- 
spondence, 172, 176, 454, 456; objects 
to Secretary of State Marcy on rumored 
expedition to Amazon River of Ameri- 
can citizens D. A. Graves and J. D. 
Williamson, 422, 426-9, 444-5; Marcy’s 
replies denying such expedition on part 
of American citizens, 168-70, 172-4, 

’' 74 - 5 - , ^ 

Cass, Lewis, Secretary of State, corre- 
spondence, 9, 10, 64, 66-7, 77-8, 80, 
83, 85, 87, 90, 92, 94-5, 98, 102-3, 105. 
107-12, 183; instructions to U. S. 
Minister Meade as to _ navigation of 
Amazon River, commercial relations be- 
• tween U. S. and Brazil, and claims of 
American citizens against Brazil, 1^9- 
81 ; instructions to Meade regarding 
dispute with Paraguay and acceptance 
of Brazil’s good offices, 181-2. 

Catholic Church in Brazil, 2io. 

Cavalcanti de Albuquerque, Jose F. da P., 
Brazilian charge d’affaires at Washing- 
ton, 119, 510. 

Cayrd, Barao de. See Silva, Bento da. 

Central America, U. S. attitude toward, 56. 

Chile: opposition to Peni-Bolivian Con- 
federation, 17; acceptance of Costa 
Rican proposal for Congress of Spanish 
American Republics, 66. 

Clayton, John M., Secretary of State, 
correspondence, 16, 17, r6o, 405-08; 
instructions to U. S. Minister to Brazil 
regarding suppression of improper use, 
by Brazil, of American ships in slave 
trade, 161. 

Clayton-Bulwer treaty between Great Brit- 
ain and the U. S., 56; violation of, by 
Great Britain, 56-7. 

Conpalvez Campos, JoSo Baptlsta, Vice- 
President of Para, Brazil, 192. 

Congar [Conger?], Captain Stephen, U. S. N., 
191 note. 

Contraband of war. See Paris Declaration 
of 1856. 

Conventions. See Treaties and Conven- 
tions. 

Corrientes, province of ; proposed U. S. rec- 
ognition of, 414; alliance with Paraguay, 
310-1, 315, 318, 32^5, 344. 348: treaty 

relations with Rrasril F.ntro Rfos and 



tude toward Latin America, 49-59, 
60-4, 85; proposed congress of Spanish 
American States, 49-59, 60-4, 66; 
Chile’s acceptance of proposal, 66; 
Ecuador’s acceptance, 80; Peru’s dis- 
sent, 77. 

Crittenden, John J., Acting Secretary of 
State, correspondence, 164. 

Cuba: U. S. alleged aggressive policy to- 
wards, 29; U. S. Residential address 
(December, 1851) on, 416. 

Dana, John W., U. S. charge d’affaires at 
La Paz, and U. S. Minister Resident in 
Bolivia, correspondence, 7-9, 23, 25, 
28, 30, 32, 34, 37, 39-42, 44-5, 47-8, 59, 
60 note, 64, 66, 67, 77-8, 80, 82, 83-5, 
87-8, 90-5, 97-8, 102-3, 105-9. 

Davis, Lieut. Alonzo B., U. S. corvette 
Saratoga, dispute between U. S. and 
Brazil over arrest by Brazilian soldiers, 
358-62; report of U. S. Minister Wise 
to Secretary of State, 367-8; Brazil’s 
attitude, 376-7, 383-5, 390-6 note, 405, 
405-6; U. S. attitude, 130, 131-2, 
136-8, 140-^52, 156, 159-60: recall of 
Brazilian Minister to U. S. because of 
his handling of case, 139, 383-5, 389, 
390, 404; Brazil suggests recall of U. S. 
Minister Wise because of his handling 
of case, 132-6, 376-7, 383-5, 398, 401 ; 
appointment of Felippe Jose P. Leal 
as Brazilian charge d’affaires at Wash- 
ington, 389-90; appointment of David 
Tod as U. S. Minister to Brazil, 136-8; 
Wise’s views and conduct of the matter, 
131-6, 140-52, 376-7, 378-81, 382, 
388, 398, 399-400 note; strained re- 
lations between U. S. and Brazil be- 
cause of dispute, 139, 153-6, 383, 383-5, 
386-9, 390, 390-6 note, 397, 398, 
399-400 note, 40 r; restoration of 
friendly relations between U. S. and 
Brazil, 405-6. 

Davison, Captain Gilbert R., U. S. schooner 
Ilarriet, 191 note, 

Devine, Henry, acting U. S. consul at 
Rio Grande do Sul, death of, 350. 

Dorr, Eben Ritchie, U. S, consul at Buenos 
Aires, 228. 

Duncan, Captain Silas, U. S. S. Lexington, 

193, 194. 

Ecuador: acceptance of Costa Rican pro- 
posal for congress of Spanish American 
states, 80; declares free to navigation 
its waters emptying into Amazon, 491. 

Treaty relations: with U. S. (1839), 
navigation, 5. 

Elias, Angel, Secretary to Provisional Direc- 


Enemy goods under neutral flags. See 
Paris Declaration of 1856. 

Entre Rios, province of: proposed U. S. 
recognition of, 414; treaty relations 
with Brazil, Corrientes and Uruguay, 
499-500. 

European Powers: attempts to stir up hatred 
of U. S. in Latin America, 49, 60-5, 
66-7; colonial designs in Latin America, 
250-1; desire for most-favored-nation 
treatment by Brazil, 124, 252. 

Everett, Edward, Secretary of State, cor- 
respondence, 19, 20, 22, 421. 

Falc6n, Jose, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Paraguay, correspondence, 496-507. 

Falkland Islands Controversy, 217; Break- 
water case, 191 note; Buenos Aires 
government decree establishing au- 
thority over islands, r_8i ; British claims, 
224 note, 224-5; British attempts to 
settle, 240 ; Governor Vernet’s acts 
described as piracy, 193; disposition of 
prisoners captured by Captain Duncan, 

^ 194-5. 

Fernandez, Ruperto, Bolivian Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, correspondence, 93. 

Forbes, John M., U, S. charge d’affaires at 
Buenos Aires, 224. 

Forsyth, John, Secretary of State, corre- 
spondence, 13, 1 18, 1 19, 120, 210-3, 

T. 215-45. 

Franpa, Ernesto F., Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Brazil, correspondence, 256. 

France 

Argentine Confederation, ^ee Argentine 
Confederation. 

Bolivia. See Bolivia. 

Brazil. See Brazil. 

Buenos Aires. See Buenos Aires. 

Latin America, ambitions in, 71, no, 
222, 229, 232, 240-1, 251. 

Francia, Jose Caspar Rodriguez de, dictator 
of Paraguay, 231, 254-5, 283. 

Freedom of navigation. See Navigation. 

Freedom of the seas. See Paris Declaration 
of 1856 and Vienna Congress of 1815. 

Frias, Don Tom&s, Bolivian Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, in. 

Gardner, Thomas, American citizen, pro- 
posed administration of estate by U. S. 
Consul at Rio de Janeiro, 352-3; 
Brazil’s refusal to permit, 353. 

Geliy, Juan Andr6s, Paraguayan representa- 
tive in U. S. mediation between Para- 
guay and Argentina, 373 note, 374 
note, 375. 

Gibbon, Lieutenant, report on navigation of 
the Amazon River, 20, 35. 


Gonzales, Bento, [Gonzalvez Benito], Gen- 
eral, chief of Rio Grande do Sul, 214. 

Graham, Joseph, U. S. consul at Buenos 
Aires, interview with President Lopez 
of Paraguay regarding U. S. mediation 
in Paraguay-Argentina dispute, 371-3 
note, 374 note. 

Graves, D. A., American citizen, alleged 
expedition to Amazon River, 168-70, 
172-4, 174-5, 422-5, 426-9, 435-6, 
444-5- 

Great Britain 

Argentine Confederation. See Argentine 
Confederation. 

Bolivia. See Bolivia. 

Brazil. See Brazil. 

Buenos Aires. See Buenos Aires. 

Falkland Islands: attempts to settle, 240; 
claims to, 224 note, 224-5 note. 

Latin America; attitude toward, no, 232, 
235; designs upon, 27, 71-7, 79, 251. 

Martin Garcia island, occupation by 
Great Britain, 302, 305-6, 312. 

Mexico: alleged cession of Texas to Great 
Britain, 265, 268; British attempts at 
mediation in war with Texas, 262. 

Slavery, British desire to abolish, on 
American continent, 125. 

Slave trade, seizure of U. S. and Spanish 
ships engaged in, off coast of Africa, 

■ 283. See also BrSizW. 

Texas, British designs on, 263, 264-5. 

Treaty relations: with Brazil (1827), 
friendship, commerce and navigation, 
122; with United States (1842), slave 
trade, 125-6. 

United States: British attempt to abolish 
slavery in southern U. S., 262; designs 
against, 265; dispute over navigation of 
St. Lawrence River, 478. 

Guapore [Guapore] River, navigation of, 21. 

Guido, General Tomas, Argentine Minister 
to Brazil, correspondence, 255, 281-2, 
286-8 note, 292-3, 303, 307. 

Hamilton, Robert M., U. S. consul at 
Montevideo, mentioned, 274-5, 276; 
reports on British and French armed 
intervention in Argentina, 309, 316, 
355; report on dispute between Para- 
guay and Argentina, 344-7, 354; 

reports on war between Buenos Aires 
and Montevideo, 284-5, 295 note, 
304-5. 398-10 note, 313; suggestion by 
U. S. Minister Wise that Hamilton be 
made U. S. charge d’affaires at Monte- 
video, 305. 

Harris, William A., U. S. charge d’affaires 
at Buenos Aires, 129, 335. 

Holliday, John, master of the barque 
Gardyne. witness in Davis r1isniit-.i 


pension of hostilities in dispute between 
Buenos Aires and Argentine Confedera- 
tion, 354-6: failure of, 356-7- 

Hopkins, Edward Augustus, U. S. consul 
and confidential agent to Paraguay, 
283, 315, 318, 332-6 note; report on 
U. S. mediation in war between Argen- 
tina and Paraguay, 332-6 note, 3ij.2; 
failure of, 349: correspondence with 
Paraguay regarding atrocities upon 
U. S. citizens, 464 note, 468 note, 473; 
advocates plan of General Bolivar for a 
general congress of South American 
states, 333-4, 337: wrongful conduct of, 
336-8, 343, 357, 372: recall of, 129, 375. 

Howden, Lord John Hobart, British Min- 
ister to Argentina, 378. 

Hunter, William, U. S. charg6 d’affaires at 
Rio de Janeiro, correspondence, 118, 
1 19, 120, 210, 21 1-3, 217--46, 254; 
suggestion for increased friendliness 
towards Brazil, 215-6, 220-1; presenta- 
tion of credentials as U. S. Minister to 
Brazil, 247. 

Independence, U. S. S., arrival in Brazilian 
waters, 220. 

Itanham, Marquez de, appointment as 
tutor to Emperor Dom Pedro II of 
Brazil, 205. 

Joinville, Prince de, third son of Louis- 
Philippe: marriage to Princess Fran- 
cisca of Brazil, 124, 230, 233, 240. 

Kent, Edward, U. S. charp6 d'affaires ad 
interim at Rio de Janeiro, correspond- 
ence, 417. 

Lambert, Rev. Thomas R., chaplain, U. S. 
frigate Columbia, witness In _ Davis 
dispute between U. S. and Brazil, 142, 
156. 

Lamed, Samuel, U. S. charg6 d'affaires at 
La Paz [Peru], 14. 

Latin America 

Boundary conflicts, 73, 

Commercial conditions, 71. 

European Powers, attempts by, to stir up 
hatred of U. S. in, 49, 60-5, 66-7. 
France, ambitions in, 71, no, 222, 229, 
232, 240, 241, 251. 

Great Britain’s attitude, no, 232, 235; 

designs upon, 27, 71-7, 79, 251. 

United States: alleged offensive attitude 
towards, 29, 49-59, 60-7, 85: protector 
of national rights and honors in, 250-1. 

Latin American States, proposed general 
congress of, 49-59, 60-4, 66, 77, 80, 85. 

TrvcsA TI) D vn r* 1 1 ••k 


manuing r leinjii iia.vcii lunjca uii jduciius 
Aires, proclamation lifting blockade of 
that port, 242 note. 

Lexmglon, U. S. S., sloop of war, 194-5. 

Linares, Jos6 Maria: assumption or Presi- 
dency of Bolivia, 90; recognition by 
U. S., 91; attitude toward U. S., 92, 93; 
status of Bolivian Government under, 
112. 

Lisboa, Caspar Jos6 de, Brazilian Minister 
to the U. S.: negotiations with U. S. 
regarding Davis dispute, 132-6; recall 
of, 139) 383, 389, 390: correspondence, 
130, 316, 376; Secretary Buchanan's 
high opinion of, 137. 

Livingston, Edward, Secretary of State, 
correspondence, 117, 189-90, 192-7, 
200-1. 

Lomay, Lieutenant Robert, H. B. M. 
Ketch Sparrow, instructions re British 
claims to Falkland Islands, 224 note. 

Lomonosoff, Sergio, Russian Minister to 
Brazil, 277. 

L6pez, Carlos, President of Paraguay, 
correspondence and interviews regard- 
ing U. S. mediation in dispute between 
Paraguay and Argentina, 284, 338-41, 
371-3 note, 374 note, 375. 

Loza, Jos6 M., secretary general to the 
President of the Perii-Bolivian Con- 
federation, correspondence, 13. 


Macedo, Sergio T., Brazilian Minister to 
the U. S., correspondence, 160, 162, 
405, 41 1 ; discussion with Secretary 
Clayton regarding Davis dispute, 405-6. 

Macoduck, Samuel, master of the barque 
Harmony, witness in Davis dispute 
between U. S. and Brazil, 142. 

Madira [Madeira?] River: navigation of, 21, 


35t 36, 60, 95. 

Maldonado, port of, blockade by Argentii 


forces, 274. 

Malvinas Islands. See Falkland Islands. 

Mamor6 [Mamore] River, navigation of, 21, 
36, 60. 

Mandeville, J. H., British Minister to 
Argentina, 227, 233. 

Maranguape, Visconde de, Brazilian Senator, 
interview with U. S. Minister Trousdale 
on proposed treaty of friendship, 
commerce and navigation, 492-4. 

Marcy, William L., Secretary of State, 
correspondence, 7, 8, 23, 25, 28, 32, 
34. 37. 39. 40, 42, 44. 47, 59. 176-9, 
426-38, 440-8, 453-S, 456, 458-9, 
463-75, 480-4, 487-90, 494-Sii, 513, 
516, 518, 520; instructions to U. S. 
Minister to Brazil to obtain free use of 
Amazon River for American citizens 
and to obtain commercial treaty with 
Brazil, 170-2; exchange of notes with 


01 i^merican citizens u. oraves ana 
J. D. Williamson, 168-70, 172-4, 

174-5, 422, 423-5, 426-9, 435-6, 444-5. 

Maria the Second, Queen of Portugal, 199. 

Maritime law. . See Paris Declaration of 
1856 and Vienna Congress of 1815. 

Martin Garcia island: threatened occupation 
by Great Britain, 302, 305-6, 312; 
Brazil protests status of, under treaties 
(1853) of Argentine Confederation with 
Great Britain, France and the United 
States, 445-8, 467. 

Mattoso Camara, Eusebio de Queir6s 
[Quicroz?], Brazilian Senator, member 
of Committee of Three of Brazilian 
Council of State to examine subject of 
commercial treaty with U. S., 492. 

McClung, Alexander K., U. S. charge 
d’affaires at Chuquisaca, correspond- 
ence, 17. 

McGuire, Thomas, U. S. consul at Rio 
Grande do Sul, 407. 

McLane, Louis, Secretary of State, cor- 
respondence, 203, 204, 206-8. 

McLennan, William, master of the brig 
Chipola, witness in Davis dispute be- 
tween U. S. and Brazil, 142. 

Meade, Richard Kidder, U. S. Minister to 
Brazil, correspondence, 179, 183; in- 
structions from Secretary Cass as to 
navigation of Amazon River, commer- 
cial relations between U. S. and Brazil, 
and claims of U. S. citizens against 
Brazil, 179-81; instructions from Secre- 
tary Cass as to U. S. dispute with 
Paraguay and Brazil's good offices 
therein, 181-2, 183, 523-8. 

Mexico 

Constitutional Confederation of 1824, 
259-60. 

Great Britain, alleged cession of Califor- 
nia to, 268. 

Texas: relations between, 259-60, 261-2; 
British attempts at mediation in war 
between, 262. 

United States: relations between, 2p, 
259-60; U. S. invasion of, Latin 
American attitude, 49, U. S. attitude, 
49-52, 60-5, 66-7; war between, U. S. 
President’s proclamation, 130. 

Miguel, Dom, Emperor of Portugal, U. S. 
recognition, 208. 

Miller, Horace H., U. S. charg6 d'affaires at 
Sucre and La Paz, 6, 19. 

Mississippi River, dispute between Spain 
and U. S. over navigation of, 478. 

Monroe Doctrine, cited regarding Brazil’s 
opposition to navigation of Amazon 
and La Plata Rivers, 2 1 , 68-7 1 ; applica- 
tion to France’s ambitions in Latin 
America, 240-1 ; U. S. obligations under. 



tJlocKaae oy Argentine lorces, 274; 
France, Great Britain and U. S. refuse 
to recognize blockade, 274. 

Brazil: relations between, 214-5, 216, 252; 

British mediation in war between, 270. 
Buenos Aires. See Buenos Aires. 

France’s unjust aggression, Uruguay’s 
resistance to, 307. _ _ 

Great Britain: activities in Montevideo, 
21 1 ; Uruguay’s resistance to British 
aggression of Montevideo, 307; British 
desire to make Montevideo a protec- 
torate, 323, French objections, 323. 
Political conditions, 523. 

Moreira, Joao Baptista, Portuguese charge 
d’affaires at Rio de Janeiro, 199. 

Navigation, freedom of: Vattel, Le Droit 
des Gens, quoted, 477-8; regulations 
adopted by Vienna Congress of 1815, 
quoted, 171, 476; Wheaton, Elements of 
International Law, quoted, 171. See 
also Paris Declaration of 1856 and 
Vienna Congress of 1815. 

Netherlands, The: dispute with Belgium 
over navigation of the Scheldt, 479; 
protest against French blockade of 
Buenos Aires, 227. 

Neutral flags covering enemy goods. See 
Paris Declaration of 1856. 

Neutral goods under enemy flags. See 
Paris Declaration of 1856. 

Neutral rights at sea: U. S. proposals to 
Bolivia and Brazil to enter into agree- 
ment regarding, 8, 469; treaty (1854) 
between U. S. and Russia, 8, 469. 
See also Paris Declaration of 1856. 

New Granada, correspondence with Bolivia 
regarding Paris Declaration of 1856, 
45-7, 59- 

Nicaragua: U. S. attitude toward, 49, 52-9, 
85; filibustering expedition of William 
Walker in, 49-59, 60-7, 85. 

Nicolson [Nicholson?] , Commodore John B., 
U. S. N ., mediator in dispute over block- 
ade of Buenos Aires by France, 233, 240. 

Ondarza, Colonel Juan, Commissioner from 
Bolivia to the U. S., 10. 

Ouseley, William Gore, British Minister to 
Argentina, 249, 250, 277, 278; fraudu- 
lent activities in connection with Brit- 
ish intervention in war between Buenos 
Aires and Montevideo, 297, 312; ex- 
planation of wrongful conduct, 321. 

Page, Lieutenant Thomas Jefferson, explora- 
tion of the La Plata River, 40, 41, 48, 
436, 440, 457 note; exploration of the 
Paraguay River, 455, 457-9; explora- 
tion of the Salado River, 43; explora- 
tion of the waters of the Argentine 
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425- 

Paraguay 

Argentine Confederation. See Argentine 
Confederation. 

Boundaries, 98, 100. 

Brazil refuses to ratify treaties of navi- 
gation and boundaries because of 
Paraguay’s refusal to permit free navi- 
gation to Brazilian citizens of Paraguay 
and Parana Rivers, 496-7. See also 
Brazil. 

Buenos Aires. See Buenos Aires-Monte- 
video. 

Corrientes, province of. See Corrientes. 

Independence of: recognition by Argen- 
tine Confederation, 303; by Bolivia, 
310; by Brazil, 317; by U. S., 300 ~i. 
303-4. 315. 317. 340 note, 342, 414. _ 

Paraguay River, objections to navigation 
of, 103, 496-507. 

Plata, Rio de la, objections to navigation 
of, 41, 43, 82-4, 87, 98, 99, nr. 

United States: report of tJ. S. Minister 
to Brazil on development of, 283; report 
of U. S. charge d’affaires at Buenos 
Aires on conditions in, 323-4; relations 
between, report of U. S. Minister to 
Brazil, 318-21; U. S. attempts to se- 
cure commercial treaty, 168, 255, 417, 
420, 425: atrocities upon American 
citizens in Paraguay, 464 note, 468 
note, 473; dispute between (1858), 181- 
2, 523-8; Brazil’s good offices in dis- 
pute, 183, 525-7; settlement of dispute, 
528. 

Waters of: exploration of the, 9, 34; decree 
prohibiting navigation of, 470 ; Brazil’s 
forcible attempt to open to navigation, 
470, 474; adjustment of dispute, 474; 
failure of Brazil’s attempt, 475. 

Paraguay River, 21, 81, 98, 105; Bolivia 
opens to navigation all its waters emp- 
tying into the, 491 ; Brazil’s claim to 
free navigation of, 414, 445-8, 467, 
497-507; Brazil’s refusal to permit 
navigation of, in her territory, 437-40; 
Paraguay’s opposition to navigation of, 
103; opening to trade of Great Britain, 
274, 277, 279-80, 348; Page’s explora- 
tion of the, 455, 457-9: U. S. interest 
in navigation of, 314, 415, 455-6; treaty 
between Brazil and Paraguay opening 
river to all nations, 523. 

Parana River: jurisdiction over, 100; navi- 
gation of, Brazil’s claims, 414, 445-8, 
467, 496-507; British trade on, 279- 
80, 348; U. S. interests, 314, ^15. See 
also references to Paraguay River. 

Parana, Viscount [Visconde de]. President, 
Brazilian Council of State, 459. 

Paris Declaration of 1856: U. S. objections 


Granada regarding, 59; U. S. objections 
to Brazil’s accession to, 179, 510, 511-4, 
516-20; Brazil's intention to accede, 
521. 

Parks, Gorham, U. S. consul at Montevideo, 
361. 

Pedro I, Emperor of Brazil: abdication, r88; 
attempts to regain Brazilian throne, 
195. 196, 197, 198-9, 200-4, 208-10; 
denial by Dom Pedro, of such attempts, 
207. 

Pedro II, Emperor of Brazil, correspond- 
ence, 139; recognition by U. S., 189; 
Marquis [Marquez] de Itanham ap- 
pointed tutor to, 205: regency termi- 
nated and emperor given full possession 
of throne, 245; letter to President of 
U. S., recalling Gaspar Jose de Lisboa 
as Brazilian Minister, 390. 

Pendleton, John S., U. S. charge d’affaires 
at Buenos Aires, 167; attempt to ob- 
tain commercig.1 treaty with Paraguay, 
421, 422, 426. 

Pepy’s Island, pamphlet on, by V. de 
Angelis, 453, 

Perd 

Bolivia. See Bolivia. 

Brazil, decree of Peru explaining treaty 
of navigation (1851) between, 491. 

United States, decree of Peru opening 
ports to, 491. 

Waters of, decree of April 15, 1853 and 
January 4, 1854, regarding free navi- 
gation of, 480. 

Peru-Bolivian Confederation: formation of, 
13; Chilean opposition, 17; diplomatic 
relations with tf. S., 13; dissolution of, 
17- 

Pilcomayo River, navigation of, 2i, 42, 80, 

81- 4, 98, 105. 

Plata, Rio de la: jurisdiction over, 99-100; 
navigation of, 6, 23, 26, 61, 75, 82, 88, 
90, 97, 102, 104, 105, 455; Bolivia’s 
interest in, 40, 42, 43, 87, 97; decree of 
Bolivian government, 20, 22; Brazil’s 
opposition to navigation of, 20, 30, 33, 
35i 37> 41- 43; exploration by Lieu- 
tenant Thomas Jefferson Page, 40, 41, 
48, 436, 440, 457 note; Paraguay’s 
objections to navigation of, 41, 43, 

82- 4, 87, 98, 99, in; U. S. interest in 
navigation of, Scj, 97, 415, 457-8, 

Polk, President of the U. S., correspondence, 

139. 

Porter, Lieutenant, U. S. N., 426-9, 

Portugal 

Brazil. See Brazil. 

U. S. recognition of government of Em- 
peror Dom Miguel, 208. 

Privateering. See Paris Declaration of 1856. 

Proffit, George H., U. S. Minister to Brazil, 


Brazil, 122-6. 


Recognition policy of the U. S., 53, 91. 

Rio Doce Company, 218. 

Rio Grande do Sul, civil war of, 213, 216, 
229, 231-2, 236, 244, 246, 252. 

Rivera, Jose Fructuoso, President of Uru- 
guay: military activities in Buenos 
Aires, 240, 241, 270; taken prisoner by 
Brazil, 297; requests passports from 
Brazil, 321, 330; views of U. S. Minis- 
ter to Brazil regarding, 321 note, 330-1. 

Rodgers, Commodore George W., 194-5. 

Rodriguez, Antonio, Uruguayan Minister to 
Brazil, 482, 483. 

Rosas, General Juan Manuel, governor of 
Buenos Aires, 217, 270, 276, 278, 280-2, 
328; effect of his activities upon Brazil, 
449; his attitude toward France, 226, 
228, 229, 239; France’s desire to over- 
throw him, 227; his opposition to 
mediation of France and Great Britain 
in war between Buenos Aires and Mon- 
tevideo, 285, 289; his refusal to ratify 
treaty of peace between Buenos Aires 
and Montevideo, 282; policy towards 
Paraguay, 284; triumph of, 342; over- 
throw of, 242, 295, 415. 

Rousseau, Commodore, U. S. N., comrnand- 
ing U. S. forces off Brazil, activities in 
Davis dispute between U. S. and 
Brazil. See Davis, Lieut. Alonzo B. 


Salado River, exploration by Lieutenant 
Thomas Jefferson Page, 43. 

Santa Cruz, General, President of Perii- 
Bolivian Confederation, 5, 15, 17. 

Saratoga, U. S, corvette, outrages upon offi- 
cers and seamen of, by Brazilian soldiers. 
See Davis, Lieut, Alonzo B. 

Sarratea, Manuel de, Argentine Minister to 
Brazil, 228. 

Scheldt River, dispute between Belgium 
and The Netherlands over navigation 
of, 479- 

Schenck, Robert C,, U. S. Minister to 
Brazil, correspondence, 164, l66, 414-7. 
418-22, 429-35, 436-42; instructions 
from Secretary of State Webster to 
conclude commercial treaties with 
Brazil, 163, with Argentine Confedera- 
tion, 166-7, 417, with Paraguay, i68, 
417, 425; his failure to conclude com- 
mercial treaty with Argentine Confed- 
eration, 419; concludes commercial 
treaty with Uruguay, 418: receives ap- 
peal from Argentine Confederation to 
prevent lifting of blockade of Buenos 
Aires by rebel government of that city, 
431-2 note; replies, stating U. S. neu- 
tral position, 432 note. 
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Search and visit. See Paris Declaration of 
1856. _ . 

Shubrick, Captain I., U. S. corvette Sara- 
toga, 358- . . 

Silva, Bento da [Barao de Cayru], Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, corre- 
spondence, 198, 199, 205, 351, 357-63; 
despatches to U. S. regarding Brazil’s 
attitude in Davis dispute, 376-7, 382, 
383-5. See also Davis, Lieut. Alonzo B. 

Silva Paranhos, Jose Maria da, Brazilian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, corre- 
spondence, 475, 483 note, 485-6, 490, 
51 5191 525-7; interview with U. S. 

Minister Trousdale regarding U. S. 
objections to Brazil’s accession to Paris 
Declaration of 1856, 513-4, 516; note 
to Paraguayan Minister of Foreign 
Affairs on Brazil’s refusal to ratify 
treaties with Paraguay because^ of 
latter's refusal to permit to Brazilians 
free navigation of Paraguay and Parana 
Rivers, 496-507. 

Slacum, George W., U. S. consul at Buenos 
Aires, i_93-5. 196, 222, 274-5. 

Slavery, British threats to abolish: on the 
American Continent, 125, in Brazil, 
257, in United States, 249, 262; effect 
on U. S. of abolition of, in Texas, 263. 

Slave trade, question of: between Brazil 
and Great Britain, See Brazil; between 
Brazil and Portugal, 243, 244; between 
Brazil and the U. S., 155, r6i, 243, 314, 
365-71; between the U. S. and Great 
Britain, 125-6, 283. 

Smith, John Cotton, U. S. Minister Resident 
in Bolivia, correspondence, 1 10-12. 

Souza, Ireneo Evangelisto de, President of 
Amazon Steam Navigation Company, 
455- 

Souza, Saturnino de, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Brazil, correspondence, 396-8; 
instructions to Brazilian charge d’af- 
faires at Washington regarding rep- 
resentations of Brazil In Davis dispute, 
390-6 note, 405. 

Spain 

U. S. alleged aggressive policy towards, 
29; U. S. attempts to obtain acknowl- 
edgment of independence of former 
Spanish colonies in Western hemisphere, 
1 1 9, 212; dispute with U. S. over 
navigation of the Mississippi River, 478. 

St. Lawrence River, dispute between U. S. 
and Great Britain over navigation of, 
478. 

Stark, W. E., Lieutenant, U. S. frigate 
Columbia, witness in Davis dispute 
between U. S. and Brazil, 142, 156. 

Superior, U. S. S., case of, 191 note. 


Texas 

Great Britain. See Great Britain. 

Independence of, recognition, 261. 

Mexico. See Mexico. 

United States, effect upon, if slavery were 
abolished in Texas, 263; annexation, 
history of, 257-67; Latin American 
attitude toward annexation, 49-52, 
60-5, 66-7; relations between, 259-61, 
263, 272. 

Thornton, James B., U. S. chargd d’affaires 
to Peru-Bolivlan Confederation, 13, 223. 

Tod, David, U. S. Minister to Brazil, cor- 
respondence, 136, 139, 161, 407-10, 
413; instructions from Secretary Bu- 
chanan regarding U. S. attitude In 
Davis dispute with Brazil, and conclu- 
sion of commercial treaty, 136-8; in- 
structions from Secretary Buchanan 
regarding opening of diplomatic re- 
lations with Brazil, 153-6; correspond- 
ence with ex-U. S. Minister Wise re- 
garding same, 388, 399-400 note; 
presentation of credentials, 158-9, 397, 
398, 401-3, 405; presents claims of 
U. S. citizens against Brazil, 404-5. 

Tod, Lewis, U. S. consul at Cobija, 109. 

Torres, Lorenzo, Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs, province of Buenos Aires, 433. 

Treaties and Conventions: Rio de Janeiro 
(1828), Buenos Aires and Brazil, peace, 
289-92, 448; Rio de Janeiro (1828), 
U. S. and Brazil, friendship, commerce 
and navigation, 122; Lima (1836), 
U. S. and Peru-Bolivian Confederation, 
friendship, commerce and navigation, 5; 
Rio de Janeiro (1836), Brazil and Por- 
tugal, commerce and navigation, 212; 
Quito (1839), U- S. and Ecuador, 
friendship, commerce and navigation, 5; 
Rio de Janeiro (1849), U. S. and Brazil, 
claims, 163; (1850), Brazil and Para- 
guay, alliance, 497-9: (1851), Peru and 
Brazil, navigation, 421, 462, 490, 491 ; 
(1851), Brazil and Provinces of the La 
Plata region, peace and alliance, 415, 

t 50, 499, 500; San Jos6 de Flores (1853), 
1 . S. and Argentine Confederation, 
friendship, commerce and navigation, 
9, 105: Washington (1854), U- S. and 
Russia, neutral rights, 8, 469; La Paz 
(1858), U. S. and Bolivia, friendship, 
commerce and navigation, 8, 102, 104. 
Trlst, Nicholas P., Acting Secretary of 
State, 129. 

Trousdale, William, U. S. Minister to 
Brazil, correspondence, 175, 179, 452-4, 
455~65, 468-95, 509-22; negotiations 
with Brazil for opening navigation of 
Amazon River to U. S^. citizens, 170, 
177-8. a6r-2. a7':-8o. 



•)7*> 3. 4*i‘» .}: intt*tvii*w ifgaitliii},: tl S. 
tiiijtH'tiuiw (ti Ht.uirs at i‘t’S!iiou ti» I'.irm 
UtHiaratiuii tif i.h.Vi, .si.t ,(, sKt. 

Tylfr, Juhti, Picntiinif of itu* I!, S., cur 
rcii|Ktiit!c!U c, -'54. 

tJuitcnl St.itcH 

Aiiia/nn River. AVe Anui/tin River, 
Atuericitti ciu,’enf4, AVr Amcriciui etti- 
/{‘im, 

Argentine t'onfeder.itittn, AVr Argeiuitie 
C'onfetleratiun. 
lUiUviit, AVr Uulivia. 

Hra/il. AVr Hra/il. 

Hueiuw Aires. AVr Itueiioa Aires. 
(‘(iliffU'tiiii, ,SVe t'iiliftsniia. 

C’entral Atiterica. AVr t'eninil Anierica. 
C'urrierjtrs, .Ve t'nrrierites. 
t'lilui. .SVe {‘ntia. 

Davis tlispute with Hra/il. AVr l)»ivia, 
RieiiteinuU Alun/n !i. 
iu'uadtir, AVr Rciiarlur. 

KrUre HI tw, prnvitice <»f. .SVr hint re Rhw. 
Murtritean I'uwers. AVr Kuroirean I’tiwers. 
( ireal Hritain. .SVrtireal Hiitain. 

Latin Aiuetita. AVr Latin America. 
^^e^liati<ln in war l>eiween I’araguay utni 
Argentina. 3*5, ,tiH, ,\i, tj; 

|ir«itMvtte<l, in war tret ween lUiemw Aires 

utul Mtmleviflen, aHtg 
Mexiccr. ,SVr Mexicn. 

MnnrcH* DtKtrine, AVr Monroe 
tritte. 

Montevirien, .SVr Uuemm Aires tnttl 

Mtmtevitjeo. 

Nicaragiiu, AVr Nicaragua. 

Paraguay. AVr Paraguay. 

Paraguay River. .SVr Paraguay River. 
ParaiuV River. .SVr ParanA River, 

Paris iJeclaratiiiu nf 1856. .SVr Paris 

i )e«’laratinn t>l 185(1. 

Peru. .SVr Peru. 

Peru lintivian ( 'onfeileratiiiit. AVr I*eru- 
HnHviati Lonfrtleratinn. 

Plata, Rfn de la, AVr Hh» tie la Plata. 
Ports of, ojwu In all uafioiis, 4^1; IVesi' 
(lential {irtHUunatiiin t»f Novemlier 4, 
I H47, tiisiont inuittg tliMcrimiiiut itig tint iea 
in, iti^ 

Portugal, AVr Pttriugal. 

Rert>gniii*m jwjlicy ui, 54, tfi. 

.Slavery atul slave tratle t|ueMlion«. AVr 
.Slavery amt .Slave tratle. 

'Lexas. .SVr 'Lexas. 

.S|min. .SVr Sjmin. 

Treaty relations: with Hra/il (iHj8), rom- 
merce aiul ttavigatitin, jji; with PaHm- 
tlttr {tH.p}}. conunerce ami imvigatitm, 
5; with Hra/il (tKau), elaituB, iha; 
with Argentine t'aniederation (l85|y, 


Uruguay, atteinntH to conclude commer- 
cial treaty with, i(»H, .117; concluHion tif, 
418; iiropoHed recogiiil ion liy U, .S., .ji.j. 

Uruguay liiver, U. .S. intcrt'ui in naviga- 
lioti of, 415. 

Upshur, A!)el 1 *,, Secretary of .State, cor- 
I'espoinlcut'c, J t), 

Urtpii/a, (lencral Juslo jtwi'* tic, suiHumption 
of Presiilency of Argent ine t'nnfedera- 
titm, .|.I7: overthrow of, and cHtablish" 
ttteiil of Heat of govcrnmetil at Paranfi, 

410 . 

Uruguay 

lUnimliirieH of, fixed Hy treaty of 1H51 
with Ura/.il, 452. 

Hra/il, atlverHe attitude tovyard, jHi; 
severance of diiiltmuit icrelal ioiiH, .18** 5. 
Sre also Hra/il. 

Ituiei«MifIemt* of; rectignithm by Hra/il 
ami .^rgelllina, 448; proptiKetl rectigni- 
tiou by U. S., .ji.p 

Montevideo, reHistance by Iftitguay, <if 
unjuiit aggresHion in, Hy l'‘ram'e ami 
< ire, It Hritain, 407. 

Ptilifical condilinnH, .pgS. 

Treaties and convent ionn: with Hra/il 
(iKsi), alliance, 41 S,. 4.S(>, 400, 
with Hra/il alHum'e, .St>8. 

United .Slat e.s. .SVr JInited States. ^ 

Uruguay River, navigation of: Hra/il'H 
intereHt in, 41. |,; U. S. interenl in, 41, S. 

Van Hiiten, Marlin, Secretary of State, 
coneNpomlence, liy, 187. 

Wttlel, hi. de, /.r Proit lies Ckus, (juoletl on 
freedom of navigation, 477 H. 

Venable, William hi., .Secretary, fl. S. 
legation at Rio de Janeiro, 175. 

'Vene/.uelii, propoHal for a general congress 
of Liuin Amerienn Blaten at PaaaaiA, 
85. 

Vernet, Lewis tLouis?], 104, lo ji /i?- 
also Kidkland Islands contrtiversv. 

Vieiiim Congress of i8t,^, regulation mlopted 
on freedom of navigation, 171, 

Visit mid search, right of: Hra/il's utiempjH 
to np|)ly doctriae to Ainericiui whips in 
civil war of Rio (Imiide do Sul, 

U. S. unit tide, ii.| 5. AVr also Pans 
Declarulioii of 185(1, 

Walker, William, CdibuHteriug exi»edJlloa in 
Nienrngtia, .pi .su, (»o 7, 85; utlilude of 
Prewideat Huchaann towards, 104. 

Water IVitfh, exneilition to Hra/il, 4«’(>, .} 47 ' 
4S.S( 4S<*j ueulh of Hennieu oa Hoard 
ifirougli hoHtile acts of Paraguay, 4(14 
note, 4(18 note, 474. 

Wa»hiugton, jleniamin, uumterof (he ISisaa, 


457-8; attempt to conclude commercial 
treaty with Brazil, 170-2, 178, 441-3, 
470-3, 490-4; interview regarding U. S. 
objections to Brazil’s accession to Paris 
Declaration of 1856, 513-4, 516. 

Tyler, John, President of the U. S., cor- 
respondence, 254. 

United States 

Amazon River. See Amazon River. 

American citizens. See American citi- 
zens. 

Argentine Confederation. See Argentine 
Confederation. 

Bolivia. See Bolivia. 

Brazil. See Brazil. 

Buenos Aires. See Buenos Aires. 

California. See California. 

Central America. See Central America. 

Corrientes. See Corrientes. 

Cuba. See Cuba. 

Davis dispute with Brazil. See Davis, 
Lieutenant Alonzo B. 

Ecuador. See Ecuador. 

Entre Rfos, province of. See Entre Rfos. 

European Powers. See European Powers. 

Great Britain. See Great Britain. 

Latin America. See Latin America. 

Mediation in war between Paraguay and 
Argentina, 315, 318, 325-31, 332-6; 
proposed, in war between Buenos Aires 
and Montevideo, 289. 

Mexico. See Mexico. 

Monroe Doctrine. See Monroe Doc- 
trine. 

Montevideo. See Buenos Aires and 
Montevideo. 

Nicaragua. See Nicaragua. 

Paraguay. See Paraguay. 

Paraguay River. See Paraguay River. 

Parand River. See Parang River. 

Paris Declaration of 1856. See Paris 
Declaration of 1856. 

Peru. See Peru. 

Peru-Bollvian Confederation. See Peru- 
Bolivian Confederation. 

Plata, Rio de la. See Rio de la Plata. 

Ports of, open to all nations, 491 ; Presi- 
dential proclamation of November 4, 
1 847, discontinuing discriminating duties 
in, 163. 

Portugal. See Portugal, 

Recognition policy of, 53, gi. 

Slavery and slave trade questions. See 
Slavery and Slave trade. 

Texas. See Texas. 

^ain. See Spain. 

Treaty relations: with Brazil (1828), com- 
merce and navigation, 122; with Ecua- 
dor (1839), commerce and navigation, 

/'loimo rA'i • 


with Bolivia (1858), commerce and 
navigation, 8, 102, 104. 

Uruguay, attempts to conclude commer- 
cial treaty with, 168, 417; conclusion of, 
418; proposed recognition by U. S., <^14. 

Uruguay River, U. S. interest in naviga- 
tion of, 415. 

Upshur, Abel P., Secretary of State, cor- 
respondence, 122-6. 

Urquiza, General Justo Jose de, assumption 
of Presidency of Argentine Confedera- 
tion, 417; overthrow of, and establish- 
ment of seat of government at Parand, 

419- 

Uruguay 

Boundaries of, fixed by treaty of 1851 
with Brazil, 452. 

Brazil, adverse attitude toward, 216; 
severance of diplomatic relations, 482-5. 
See also Brazil. 

Independence of; recognition by Brazil 
and Argentina, 448; proposed recogni- 
tion by U. S., 414. 

Montevideo, resistance by Uruguay, of 
unjust aggression in, by France and 
Great Britain, 307. 

Political conditions, 495. 

Treaties and conventions: with Brazil 
(1851), alliance, 415, 450, 499, 500; 
with Brazil (1854), alliance, 508. 

United States. See United States. 

Uruguay River, navigation of:_ Brazil’s 
interest in, 414; U. S. interest in, 415. 

Van Buren, Martin, Secretary of State, 
correspondence, 117, 187. 

Vattel, E. de, Le Droit des Gens, quoted on 
freedom of navigation, 477-8. 

Venable, William E., Secretary, U. S. 
legation at Rio de Janeiro, 175. 

Venezuela, proposal for a general congress 
of Latin American states at Panamfi, 

85. 

Vernet, Lewis [Louis?], 193, 194, 217. See 
also Falkland Islands controversy. 

Vienna Congress of r8i§, regulation adopted 
on freedom of navigation, 171, 476. 

Visit and search, right of: Brazil’s attempts 
to apply doctrine to American ships in 
civil war of Rio Grande do Sul, 2i^j.; 
U. S. attitude, 214-5. also Pans 
Declaration of 1856. 

Walker, William, filibustering expedition in 
Nicaragua, 49-59, 60-7, 85; attitude of 
President Buchanan towards, 103. 

Water Witch, expedition to Brazil, 426, 437, 
455( 456; death of seamen on board 
through hostile acts of Paraguay, 464 

nntft. nntp- /171. 


instructions to U. S. Minister Schenck 


to secure commercial treaties with 
Argentine Confederation, Paraguay and 
Uruguay, i68, 417, 425. 

Wheaton, Elements of International Law, 
quoted on innocent passage of navigable 
waters, 171, 476-7. 

Williamson, J. D., American citizen, alleged 
expedition to Amazon River, 168-70, 
172-4, 174-5, 422-5, 426-9, 435-6, 


Wilson, Captain, U. S. N., 254. 

Wise, Henry A., U. S. Minister to Brazil, 
correspondence, 126, 128, 129, 130, 131, 
132, 138, 255-315, 318-75. 377789. 396, 
399; report on outrages upon American 
citizens in Brazil, 358-68, 380-1; 
attempt to obtain commercial treaty 
with Brazil, 351-3: report on British 
and French armed intervention in war 


war between Argentina and Paraguay, 
336-8, 338-41, 371-3 note, 374 note, 
375; despatches and negotiations in 
connection with war between Buenos 
Aires and Montevideo, 276-82, 283-95, 
298-306, 308-10, 314; activities in 
Davis dispute between U. S. and 
Brazil, See Davis, Lieutenant Alonzo 
B.; recall of, 132-6, 138, 159, 365-71, 
376-7. 383, 396-7, 403: reports on 
development of, and U, S. relations 
with, Paraguay, 283, 318-21. 

Wright, W., U. S, consul at Buenos Aires, 190. 

Yancey, Benjamin C., U. S. Minister Resi- • 
dent in Argentina, 523. 

Yerba, steamer of Paraguay Steam Navi- 
gation Company, navigation of the 
Bermejo River, 41, 48, 82. 

Ytenes [Ytenez?] River, navigation of, 21. 


